
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

March 20-21, 2015  1 Nisan, 5775  Shabbos Vayikroh, Parshas HaChodesh, Rosh Chodesh
Candlelighting: 7:21P  Shabbos Ends 8:30P

 ShabboS Schedule�
Friday Night, March 20th

Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P »
Candlelighting–7:21P »

Shabbos day, March 21st

Shacharis–8:30A »
Junior Congregation for boys–9:30A »
Mommy & Me at Sutkin home (BYOS)–Canceled »
Chumash Shiur (for men & women)–6:10P »
Pirchei for Boys (ages 8 and up) with Mr. Yehuda Harper–6:10P »
Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–7:10P at shul »
Shalosh Seudos for women–7:10P at Rich home »
Shabbos Ends–8:30P »
 Weekday Schedule�
Sunday Shacharis–8A »
Weekday Shacharis–6:40A »
Mincha–6:00P / Maariv–9:00P (Sunday–Thursday) »

 ReFuah ShelaiMa �
MeN

Dov Ber ben Chana (Father of Tricia Sutkin)  »
Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson) »
Michoel ben Shoshana Gittel (Michael Medved) »
Yoseif Yitzchok ben Yehudis Chaya (Brother in Law of Yoseif Meir  »
Rich)
Mattisyahu Chaim ben Ettel (HaRav Mattisyahu Solomon) »

WoMeN
Brocha bas Sora (Mother of Hadassah Klug) »
Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) »

What’S Nu at ctc �
two critical Not-to-be-Missed classes for Pesach  »

klean, kasher & kvell: Streamlining the Pesach Preparation •	
Process

Kashering Vessels, Appliances, Sinks & Counters plus Bedikas  °
Chometz: The Search for Chametz – How to Look, Where to 
Look, & What to Look For (and the Difference Between Cleaning 
for Pesach and Spring Cleaning)
Sunday, March 22, 7 PM at Congregation Toras Chaim. Open to  °
Community. Men & Women. No Charge.

Run your Seder like the Pros•	
Step-By-Step Through the Seder, Including all the Laws, Customs  °
and Some Nice Insights for You and Your Children
Wednesday, March 25, 7 PM at Congregation Toras Chaim.  °
Open to Community. Men & Women. No Charge.

Meat for Sale:  »
4 Minute Roast - Order by the package (6 lbs/piece, 2 pieces/•	
package, $9.49/lb) (Kosher for Passover)
1 London Broil - Order by the package (3 lbs/piece, 4 pieces/•	
package, $7.59/lb) (Kosher for Passover)
2 Boneless Rib Eye Lip On (16 lbs/piece, $13.99/lb) (Kosher •	
for Passover)
1 Bone-In Rib Eye (18 lbs/piece, $9.99/lb) (Kosher for Passover)•	
3 Skirt Steak - Order by the package (2 lbs/piece, 5 pieces/•	
package, $13.99/lb) (Kosher for Passover)

call or text Rabbi yaakov Rich, 972-835-6016 if interested.
boy Scout car Wash for Pesach:  » On March 29th, Boy Scout 
Troop 620 of Dallas will be having their first annual Passover 
Car Cleaning Fundraiser. They will clean your car while getting rid 
of Chometz. Cleaning will be from 10A-12P in the Richs’ driveway. 
There will be a $5 discount if tickets are bought in advance by 

contacting Yehoshua Harper  atyoshee08@gmail.com.
adl Security Meeting:  » Thank you to Roberta Clark of the Anti-
Defamation League for meeting with the shul leadership this past 
week to explain and guide us in matters relating to shul security 
and general safety. The welfare of our members is something 
we take very seriously and we greatly appreciate the time and 
expertise that Roberta shared with us.

eliMiNate all the bugS iN the PeSach PRogRaM:  �
Rabbi label laM 

 For seven days you shall eat unleavened cakes, but on the 
preceding day you shall clear away all leaven from your houses, for 
whoever eats leaven from the first day until the seventh day that soul shall 
be cut off from Israel. (Shemos 12:15)
 These words strike fear in the heart Jewish Mothers and entire 
families for the last 3327 years. It propels the entire household into a frenetic 
search for that stuff called Chametz whether it’s liquid or solid, whether 
visible or even microscopic. It’s a good thing! We are looking to arrest and 
destroy that which represents negativity in our lives so we can be free. 
 However, this is no mere morality play with symbolic figures 
playing metaphoric roles. It’s as real as real can be. The Torah warns those 
who dare to violate the prohibition of eating Chametz on Pesach with a 
“punishment” of “Kores”- being cut off. It sounds to the untutored ear too 
serious for such a seemingly slight misstep. Why would the Merciful One 
throttle His people with fearful warnings? Why are we so responsive?
 A group of students this week were involved in a special pre-
Pesach project that involved checking lettuce (that qualifies for Marror 
at the Pesach Seder) for bugs. Besides my offering a bounty of ten cents 
for every bug discovered, I was asked by the Rebbe to give a brief pre-
activity introduction. It was a gruesome experience and in the end it cost 
me megabucks. In the beginning, I shared the following scenario:
 Imagine, please, there is a father who owns a gas station but not 
just a regular gas station. It’s one of those places that serves coffee and 
donuts too. One day the son joins his father at work. The father entrusts 
his son with the task of pumping gas while the father manages the coffee 
sales. When people enter the store for their coffee the father asks, “How 
do you like it? (the coffee) One lump of two?” The father dutifully makes 
the coffee with milk or not according to the customer’s specifications and 
with one or two or more cubes of sugar. 
 The sun wants to emulate his father’s style of customer service 
and so every customer who wants gas is asked, “One lump or two?” It 
usually gains a smile from the customer and afterward they drive away. 
By the end of the day, though, the phone is ringing off the hook with 
complaints and eventually police cars are crowding the otherwise sleepy 
gas station. What has happened?
 Every car that left the station that day broke down. The boy was 
not just joking when he inquired about the lumps of sugar. He wrongly 
reasoned that if sugar sweetens coffee it can sweeten an engine. Just the 
opposite is true. The quickest and easiest way to destroy a car is to put 
sugar into the tank of a car. That’s what happened. Imagine now the horror 
of the father and fright of the son who realizes he just brought grief and 
financial ruin upon his dear father. 
 The gas tank does not care if the boy had sweet intentions. I 
recently saw a cartoon. A man is staring curiously at a sign, “Law of 
gravity strictly enforced!” Neither the physical nor the spiritual laws of the 
universe need our enforcement. They work continuously and are reliably 
indiscriminant. 
 The Torah, therefore, in its abundant mercy forewarns us of the 
gravity of eating Chametz on Pesach or bugs in Romaine lettuce. It clogs 
the spiritual arteries of the consumer like sugar ruins the engine of the car. 
It desensitizes and blocks the Jewish soul from perceiving the panoramic 

Kiddush this Shabbos is sponsored by the members of the Guarantee Kiddush Club: Wes & Tricia Sutkin, Yaakov & Susan Rich, Ben & Lauren 
Nise, Charlotte Day, David Fisher, Ari & Naomi Goldberg, Eli Goldberg, & Rebecca Bodoff. Shalosh Seudos this Shabbos is sponsored by the 

shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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sweep of history from the origin of this species, the Jewish People, to the 
end of times, a scene that’s available at the Pesach Seder He thereby by 
default “opts out” of the picture- an aspect of being cut off! 
 We are warned, not a as a cruel dictatorial threat but as a 
benevolent doctor warns a diabetic patient to curb their consumption 
of sweets. “I am HASHEM your doctor!” You know what the results, the 
cause and effect will likely be! I’m looking out for your good! I want you to 
be healthy and successful. Therefore rid yourself of Chametz like a poison 
and eliminate all the bugs in the Pesach program!    

Rabbi RelatioNS: Rabbi yiRMiyahu ullMaN �
 From: Chaim: Dear Rabbi,  I have not had much interaction 
with rabbis, but recently I had an experience with one rabbi that was not as 
I expected – I found him to be somewhat aloof and perhaps disinterested. 
Is there any religious reason why a rabbi might be this way, for example 
maybe to maintain a certain decorum, or maybe it was just his specific 
personality or mood?
 Dear Chaim,  I am sorry that your experience with this 
person, who as a rabbi represents people we look to for guidance and 
inspiration, left you somewhat disappointed.
 Without my knowing you or the rabbi involved, I can’t say anything 
specific about this particular, personal experience. Of course, there is a 
possibility that the problem is more a matter of personality or circumstance, 
either on your part or the rabbi’s part, and less about “rabbinics”.
 But in any case, this experience of yours should not be seen as 
indicative of rabbis in general, or as a reflection of the Torah.
 On the contrary, Torah teachings indicate that true Torah 
scholars are not only immersed in study, but simultaneously live Torah by 
empathizing with and helping others.
 The Midrash says that when Moshe came down from Sinai after 
forty days of isolation with G-d during which time he had no food or 
drink, and reached the most spiritually elevated state of any human, he not 
only gave the Torah to the adults, but he actually distributed treats among 
the children. Despite his very elevated status, he was able to empathize 
with even the mundane needs and interests of others.
 In Jacob’s dream, the ladder is described as having its “head” in 
Heaven and its “feet” firmly connected to the earth while angels of G-d 
were moving up and down the ladder. According to one interpretation of 
this dream, the ladder represents a true Torah scholar, such as Jacob, who, 
despite having his head in Heaven, is still nevertheless firmly connected 
to this world, its people and their needs. In this way, he’s positioned to be a 
conduit through which blessing benevolently flows between both worlds.
 An exemplary story is told about Rabbi Nachum of Horodna. In 
his town, the community prayed the morning prayers at sunrise, requiring 
one to rise at the crack of dawn. One wintery, snowy day, as the congregants 
traipsed through the early morning snow on their way to shul, they saw 
an elderly man grappling with a shovel in the newly-formed snow drifts. 
When they approached the figure, to their great surprise they saw it was 
Rabbi Nachum!
 They asked in surprise, “What is the Rav doing up earlier than 
everyone else and shoveling snow for?” The Rav replied, “Soon mothers 
will need to get to the market to provide for their families and children 
will want to go to school in order to learn Torah. G-d forbid that anyone 
should be prevented from their venerable tasks, or slip and fall and get 
hurt. So I wanted to clear the way earlier enough to finish before others are 
out and about.”

PaRSha Q&a: VayikRo  �
Who does the word “eilav” in verse 1:1 exclude? 1:1 - Aharon.1. 
Name all the types of animals and birds mentioned in this 2. 
week’s Parsha. 1:2,14, 3:12 - Cattle, sheep, goats, turtledoves 
(torim), and doves (bnei yona).
What two types of sin does an olah atone for? 1:4 - Neglecting 3. 
a positive command, and violating a negative command which 
is rectified by a positive command.
Where was the olah slaughtered? 1:5 - In the Mishkan 4. 
Courtyard (azarah).
What procedure of an animal-offering can a non-kohen 5. 
perform? 1:5 - Ritual slaughter.
Besides the fire the kohanim bring on the altar, where else did 6. 
the fire come from? 1:7 - It descended from Heaven.
At what stage of development are torim (turtledoves) and bnei 7. 
yona (young pigeons) unfit as offerings? 1:14 - When their 
plumage turns golden. At that stage, bnei yona are too old and 
torim are too young.
What is melika? 1:15 - Slaughtering a bird from the back of the 8. 
neck using one’s fingernail.
Why are animal innards offered on the altar, while bird innards 9. 
are not? 1:16 - An animal’s food is provided by its owner, so 
its innards are “kosher.” Birds, however, eat food that they 
scavenge, so their innards are tainted with “theft.”
Why does the Torah describe both the animal and bird offerings as 10. 
a “satisfying aroma”? 1:17 - To indicate that the size of the offering 
is irrelevant, provided your heart is directed toward G-d.
Why is the term “nefesh” used regarding the flour offering? 11. 
2:1 - Usually, it is a poor person who brings a flour offering. 
Therefore, G-d regards it as if he had offered his nefesh (soul).
Which part of the free-will mincha offering is burned on the 12. 
altar? 2:1 - The kometz (fistful).
The Torah forbids bringing honey with the mincha. What is 13. 
meant by “honey”? 2:11 - Any sweet fruit derivative.
When does the Torah permit bringing a leavened bread 14. 
offering? 2:12 - On Shavuot.
Concerning shelamim, why does the Torah teach about sheep 15. 
and goats separately? 3:7 - Because they differ regarding the 
alya (fat tail). The lamb’s alya is burned on the altar but the 
goat’s is not.
For most offerings the kohen may use a service vessel to apply 16. 
the blood on the mizbe’ach. For which korban may he apply 
the blood using only his finger? 3:8 - The chatat.
Who is obligated to bring a chatat? 4:2 - One who accidentally 17. 
transgresses a negative commandment whose willing violation 
carries the karet (excision) penalty.
Where were the remains of the bull burned while in the 18. 
wilderness? Where were they burned during the time of the 
Beit Hamikdash? 4:12 - Outside the three camps. Outside 
Jerusalem.
What two things does a voluntary mincha have that a minchat 19. 
chatat lacks? 5:11 - Levona and oil.
What is the minimum value of a korban asham? 5:15 - Two 20. 
shekalim.
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 Weekday Schedule�
Sunday Shacharis–8A »
Weekday Shacharis–6:40A »
Mincha–6:00P / Maariv–9:00P (Sunday–Thursday)� Weekly 
claSSeS (see website for more detail)
Before Shacharis Gemara Rosh Hashana for men (M-Fr,  »
6-6:35A)
NQ Daf HaYomi Succah for men (Sunday-Thursday 8-9P) »
Chumash for men & women (Shabbos one hr before mincha) »
Hilchos Taaruvos for men (Sunday 6:30-8:00A) »
Supercharge Your Sundays for men (Sunday after Shacharis  »
for 45 mins. with R’ Noach Klug)
Marriage Chaburah for men (Monday 7:15-8:00P) »
Marriage Chaburah for women (Tuesday 7:15-8:00P)  »

Good Shabbos


