
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

April 17-18, 2015  28 Nisan, 5775  Shabbos Shemini, Mevorchim
Candlelighting: 7:41P (Preferably light by 7:25P)  Shabbos Ends 8:50P

 ShabboS Schedule�
Friday Night, april 17th

Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P »
Candlelighting–7:41P (Preferably light by 7:25P) »

Shabbos day, april 18th

Shacharis–8:30A »
Junior Congregation for boys–9:30A »
Mommy & Me at Sutkin home (BYOS)–Canceled »
Chumash Shiur (for men & women)–6:30P »
Pirchei for Boys (ages 8 and up) with Mr. Yehuda Harper–6:30P »
Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–7:30P at shul »
Shalosh Seudos for women–7:30P at Rich home »
Shabbos Ends–8:50P »

 Weekday Schedule�
Sunday Shacharis–8A »
Weekday Shacharis–6:40A »
Mincha–6:00P / Maariv–9:00P (Sunday–Thursday) »

 ReFuah Shelaima �
meN

Yechiel Mordechai ben Devorah (Brother of Ken Jarmel) »
Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson) »
Michoel ben Shoshana Gittel (Michael Medved) »
Yoseif Yitzchok ben Yehudis Chaya (Brother in Law of Yoseif Meir Rich) »
Mattisyahu Chaim ben Ettel (HaRav Mattisyahu Solomon) »

WomeN
Brocha bas Sora (Mother of Hadassah Klug) »
Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) »

What’S Nu at ctc �
Welcome back:  » Welcome back to Chana Esther Day after months of 
learning in Eretz Yisroel.
cong. toras chaim defense Fund:  » Thank you to those who have 
contributed. We need you to help us overcome our legal challenges and 
build a playground for our children. gofundme.com/pfawj4 Please 
forward to your friends and family.

What a teRRible miStake! Rabbi label lam  �
 And HASHEM spoke to Moshe and to Aaron, to say to them: Speak to 
the children of Israel, saying: These are the creatures that you may eat among all 
the animals on earth: Any animal that has a cloven hoof that is completely split 
into double hooves, and which brings up its cud that one you may eat. But these 
you shall not eat among those that bring up the cud and those that have a cloven 
hoof: the camel, because it brings up its cud, but does not have a [completely] 
cloven hoof; it is unclean for you. And the hyrax, because it brings up its cud, 
but will not have a [completely] cloven hoof; it is unclean for you; And the hare, 
because it brings up its cud, but does not have a [completely] cloven hoof; it is 
unclean for you; And the pig, because it has a cloven hoof that is completely split, 
but will not regurgitate its cud; it is unclean for you. (Vayikra 12:1-7)
 Here we have a technical outline for determining animals Kosher and 
not. There may just be a deeper metaphorical message embedded here to help us 
figure our way through the map of history and life knowing with clarity what’s 
Kosher and not.  
 It’s not my idea. The Midrash asks, “Why is it [i.e. Edom or Rome] 
compared to a swine? To tell you this: Just as the swine, when reclining, puts forth 
its hooves as if to say, ‘See that I am clean,’ so too does the empire of Edom [Rome] 
boast as it commits violence and robbery, under the guise of establishing a judicial 
tribunal. 
 A prime example of Essav’s wicked practice is openly on display 
when at the very end of Toldos Essav takes a daughter of Yishmael. Supposedly 
a daughter of Yishamel, a relative and a granddaughter of Avraham would be a 
more Kosher match than the local ladies he had chosen earlier. After realizing his 
parents’ distress he made a better choice. Rashi keenly observes the superficial 
and mere symbolic nature of his response, “He compounds wickedness with 
wickedness, because he never divorced the first wives!” If he wanted to really do 
the right thing he would have cut his ties with the ones that were the source of 
pain. Instead he just jutted out his two front hooves as if to say, “Look now I’m 
Kosher!”
 While Edom- the Roman Empire is metaphorically matched with the 
pig, the descendants of Yishmael are associated with the camel. They have internal 

worth but their externality, outward behavior is reprehensible. Now we can revisit 
this wedding of convenience between these two non-Kosher empires that join 
forces in the end. Please study this brief but brutally honest and stunning essay 
and consider what is becoming of the European landscape and why!?  It is entitled 
ALL EUROPEAN LIFE DIED IN AUSCHWITZ By Sebastian Vilar Rodrigez. It 
was written under a pseudonym in Spain in January of 2008. 
 I walked down the street in Barcelona and suddenly discovered a terrible 
truth - Europe died in Auschwitz ... We killed six million Jews and replaced them 
with 20 million Muslims. In Auschwitz we burned a culture, thought, creativity, 
and talent. We destroyed the chosen people, truly chosen, because they produced 
great and wonderful people who changed the world…The contribution of this 
people is felt in all areas of life: science, art, international trade, and above all, as the 
conscience of the world. These are the people we burned.And under the pretense 
of tolerance, and because we wanted to prove to ourselves that we were cured of 
the disease of racism, we opened our gates to 20 million Muslims, who brought 
us stupidity and ignorance, religious extremism and lack of tolerance, crime and 
poverty, due to an unwillingness to work and support their families with pride. 
They have blown up our trains and turned our beautiful Spanish cities into the 
third world, drowning in filth and crime. Shut up in the apartments they receive 
free from the government, they plan the murder and destruction of their naive 
hosts. And thus, in our misery, we have exchanged culture for fanatical hatred, 
creative skill for destructive skill, intelligence for backwardness and superstition. 
We have exchanged the pursuit of peace of the Jews of Europe and their talent for 
a better future for their children, their determined clinging to life because life is 
holy, for those who pursue death, for people consumed by the desire for death for 
themselves and others, for our children and theirs.What a terrible mistake was 
made by miserable Europe ... What a terrible mistake!   

PaRSha PeRmutatioNS: Rabbi yehuda SPitz �
 This time of year is an interesting one. For the next month or so, the 
Jewish world will not be aligned. No, I am not referring to constellations, but rather 
to the weekly parshah. This past Shabbos, the Yidden in Eretz Yisrael read Parshas 
Shemini, but for those in Chutz La’aretz, depending on when you are reading this, 
Parshas Shemini is this week’s parshah.
 The reason for this interesting phenomenon is that this year [5775/ 
2015] the eighth day of Pesach, observed only outside Eretz Yisrael, fell out on a 
Shabbos. On this Shabbos / Yom Tov the communities of the Diaspora leined the 
Yom Tov reading of ‘Aser Te’aser’ (Devarim, Parshas Re’eh, Ch. 14: 22), whereas in 
Eretz Yisrael communities read Parshas Shemini, the next parshah in the cycle, as 
Pesach has already ended.
 This odd alignment, with Eretz Yisrael being a week ahead of the 
rest of the world, continues for over a month until, in this instance, the 27th of 
Iyar (May 16th), when in Chutz La’aretz, the reading of Behar and Bechukosai 
is combined; while on that selfsame week, the communities of Eretz Yisrael read 
only Bechukosai, which will give the rest of the world a chance to catch up.
 This causes all sorts of halachic issues for travelers to and from Israel 
during this time period – which parshah should they be reading? If / how can 
they catch up? Although technically-speaking since Krias HaTorah is a Chovas 
Hatzibbur, a communal obligation, one is not actually mandated to ‘catch-up’, but 
is rather yotzai with whichever Kriah is publicly correctly being read, nevertheless, 
commonly, special minyanim are set up expressly for this purpose. In fact, several 
shuls in Eretz Yisrael such as the renowned Zichron Moshe ‘Minyan Factory’ offer 
a solution by hosting weekly “catch-up minyanim”, featuring the Torah reading of 
each previous week’s Israeli parshah, which is the Chutznik’s current one, until the 
calendars re-merge.
 The explanation of this uncanny occurrence is as follows: It is well 
known that the Torah is divided into 54 parshiyos, ensuring there are enough 
parshiyos for every Shabbos of the yearly cycle, which begins and ends on Simchas 
Torah. Since most (non-leap) years require less than 54 parshiyos, we combine 
certain parshiyos. This means that two consecutive parshiyos are read on one 
Shabbos as if they are one long parshah, to make sure that we complete the Torah 
reading for the year on Simchas Torah.
 There are seven potential occurrences when we read “double parshiyos”. 
These seven are: Vayakheil / Pekudei, the last two parshiyos of Sefer Shemos. Tazria 
/ Metzorah, in Sefer Vayikra. Acharei Mos / Kedoshim, in Sefer Vayikra. Behar / 
Bechukosai, in Sefer Vayikra. Chukas / Balak, in Sefer Bamidbar. Matos / Masei, 
the last two parshiyos of Sefer Bamidbar. Netzavim / Vayeileich, towards the end 
of Sefer Devarim.
 However, there are several possible instances in which certain parshiyos 
are combined in Chutz La’aretz, yet are read on separate weeks in Eretz Yisrael. 

Kiddush this Shabbos is sponsored by the members of the Guarantee Kiddush Club: Wes & Tricia Sutkin, Yaakov & Susan Rich, Ben & Lauren 
Nise, Charlotte Day, David Fisher, Ari & Naomi Goldberg & Eli Goldberg.  Shalosh Seudos this Shabbos is sponsored by Riva Gorelik on the 
yahrtzeit of her beloved grandmother, Riva bas Zalman, may her neshama have an aliyah. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are 

interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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One such time is for the next month or so, as described above, making it one of the 
only times where Jews living in Eretz Yisrael end up reading a different parshah on 
Shabbos than the Jews living in Chutz La’aretz.
 One common question is why the calendars don’t amalgamate much 
earlier. Why would two separate double parshiyos be passed over and only re-align 
on the third possibility?
 The Maharit (Shu”t vol. 2: 4), quoting the Tikkun Yissachar (pg. 89), 
explains that Chutz La’aretz waits to connect Behar / Bechukosai instead of 
catching up right away, in order to emphasize that we are getting Bechukosai in 
just before Shavuos. Tosafos (Megillah 31b s.v. klalos and seconded by the Levush, 
Orach Chaim 428: 4) states that since Parshas Bechukosai contains tochacha 
(rebuke), there must be a “buffer week” [practically, Parshas Bamidbar] between 
its reading and Shavuos. Therefore, in Eretz Yisrael, if the parshiyos of Behar and 
Bechukosai were to be read together, it would not be noticeable that this is a buffer 
week; consequently, they are read separately, so that Bamidbar becomes the official 
buffer week.
 This might also explain why the Eretz Yisrael custom is not to just 
split up Tazria and Metzora, letting Chutz La’aretz catch up right away. Since 
Eretz Yisrael is seemingly considered the ikar reading, it does not have to take 
Chutz La’aretz into account to slow down due to the independent luachs (or to be 
grammatically correct, ‘luchos’), and only does so when it actually needs the buffer 
week.
 Another theory is that we don’t want to have Nega’im, an intrinsically 
negative topic showcased in Tazria and Metzorah, spread over two Shabossos if we 
can contain it in only one. There were variant Minhagim in Eretz Yisrael over the 
centuries, and the Mogen Avrohom (Orach Chaim 428: 6) and later the Mishnah 
Berurah (ad loc. 10), in fact, cite both as being done in Eretz Yisrael; though by the 
time the Chofetz Chaim wrote this, the universal minhag in Eretz Yisrael was to 
split Behar and Bechukosai, and keep Tazria and Metzorah together. As brought 
in Rav Yechiel Michel Tukachinsky’s authoritative Luach Eretz Yisrael (5775; 
Minhagei Hashanah, Nissan), originally published in 1905, only the prevailing 
minhag of splitting up Behar and Bechukosai is cited.
 Another similar situation is when Shavuos falls out on a Friday in 
Chutz La’aretz, where it is a two-day Yom Tov, the Torah reading would be that of 
the holiday (also ‘Aser Te’aser’), whereas in Eretz Yisrael, where the holiday is only 
observed for one day, the reading on that Shabbos would be that of the next weekly 
portion, which would usually be Nasso.
 When this happens, the people living in Eretz Yisrael stay one parshah 
ahead, meaning they are reading Beha’aloscha, while in the Diaspora Nasso is read. 
This remarkable dichotomy is kept up until the next potential “double parshah” 
which is Chukas / Balak. In Chutz La’aretz it is read as a double parshah, whereas 
in Eretz Yisrael only Balak is read.
 What is lesser known is that this causes an even rarer phenomenon: 
the potential combination of Parshas Nasso and Beha’aloscha – creating the 
longest parshah by far, and potentially leading to the world record for the longest 
aliyah. This “extreme double parshah” is not for everyone, and actually can only be 
applicable to “Chutznikim” or two day Yom Tov keepers who happen to be in Israel 
for Shavuos (most commonly yeshiva bochurim). Since they are only temporarily 
in Eretz Yisrael, they must (according to the majority halachic consensus) keep 
the second day of Shavuos in Israel as well, including reading only the special Yom 
Tov Torah reading . Therefore, although the vast majority of people in Israel read 
Parshas Nasso on this Shabbos, this group has yet to have done so, since it is still 
Yom Tov for them! To further complicate matters, throughout Israel, on the next 
Shabbos, only Beha’aloscha is read!
 Therefore, to resolve this issue, some “Chutznikim” make a special 
minyan the next week with the “new double parshah” - Nasso and Beha’aloscha 
- containing a whopping 312 pesukim! (The closest is the longest regular double 
parshah – Mattos / Masei with 244 pesukim.) Others make a special reading 
on that day itself, Shabbos / Second Day Shavuos, at Minchah, where the entire 
Parshas Nasso is read, plus the regular reading of the first portion of Beha’aloscha 
– making a world record aliyah of 180 pesukim, all for one lucky Kohen!
 An interesting time of year, indeed. Postscript: Although there are 
times and places that necessitate a double-double parshah, for example this year 
(2015), several yeshivos in Eretz Yisrael that cater to Chutznikim who only return 

from Pesach Bein Hazmanim for Eretz Yisrael’s Parshas Acharai Mos - Kedoshim 
will have to read Tazria / Metzora / Acharei Mos and Kedoshim. Nonetheless, all 
four of these Parshos combined still have two pesukim less than the collective 
Parshiyos of Nasso andBeha’aloscha. Interestingly, there is precedent to a four 
parshah leining as well, as Tosefes Maaseh Rav (34) relates that when the Vilna 
Gaon was released from jail, he read all four of the parshiyos he missed at one 
time.

PaRSha Q&a: ShemiNi  �
What date was “yom hashemini”? 9:1 - First of Nissan.1. 
Which of Aharon’s korbanot atoned for the Golden Calf? 9:2 - The calf 2. 
offered as a korban chatat.
What korbanot did Aharon offer for the Jewish People? 9:3,4 - A he-3. 
goat as a chatat, a calf and a lamb for an olah, an ox and a ram for 
shelamim, and a mincha.
What was unique about the chatat offered during the induction of 4. 
the Mishkan? 9:11 - It’s the only example of a chatat offered on the 
courtyard mizbe’ach that was burned.
When did Aharon bless the people with the birkat kohanim? 9:22 - 5. 
When he finished offering the korbanot, before descending from the 
mizbe’ach.
Why did Moshe go into the Ohel Mo’ed with Aharon? 9:23 - For one of 6. 
two reasons: Either to teach Aharon about the service of the incense, 
or to pray for the Shechina to dwell with Israel.
Why did Nadav and Avihu die? 10:2 - Rashi offers two reasons: Either 7. 
because they gave a halachic ruling in Moshe’s presence, or because 
they entered the Mishkan after drinking intoxicating wine.
Aharon quietly accepted his sons’ death. What reward did he receive for 8. 
this? 10:3 - A portion of the Torah was given solely through Aharon.
What prohibitions apply to a person who is intoxicated? 10:9-11 - He 9. 
may not give a halachic ruling. Also, a kohen is forbidden to enter the 
Ohel Mo’ed, approach the mizbe’ach, or perform the avoda.
Name the three chatat goat offerings that were sacrificed on the day of the 10. 
inauguration of the Mishkan. 10:16 - The goat offerings of the inauguration 
ceremony, of Rosh Chodesh, and of Nachshon ben Aminadav.
Which he-goat chatat did Aharon burn completely and why? 10:16 - 11. 
The Rosh Chodesh chatat: Either because it became tamei, or because 
the kohanim were forbidden to eat from it while in the state of aninut 
(mourning).
Why did Moshe direct his harsh words at Aharon’s sons? 10:16 - Out 12. 
of respect for Aharon, Moshe directed his anger at his sons and not 
directly at Aharon.
Moshe was upset that Aharon and his sons did not eat the chatat. 13. 
Why? 10:17 - Because only when the kohanim eat the chatat are the 
sins of the owners atoned.
Why did G-d choose Moshe, Aharon, Elazar, and Itamar as His 14. 
messengers to tell the Jewish People the laws of kashrut? 11:2 - Because 
they accepted the deaths of Nadav and Avihu in silence.
What are the signs of a kosher land animal? 11:3 - An animal whose 15. 
hooves are completely split and who chews its cud.
How many non-kosher animals display only one sign of kashrut? 16. 
What are they? 11:4,5,6,7 - Four: Camel, shafan, hare, and pig.
If a fish sheds its fins and scales when out of the water, is it kosher? 17. 
11:12 - Yes.
Why is a stork called chasida in Hebrew? 11:19 - Because it acts with 18. 
chesed (kindness) toward other storks.
The chagav is a kosher insect. Why don’t we eat it? 11:21 - We have lost 19. 
the tradition and are not able to identify the kosher chagav.
What requirements must be met in order for water to maintain its 20. 
status of purity? 11:36 - It must be connected to the ground (i.e., a 
spring or a cistern).
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 �  ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, april 17th

Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P »
Candlelighting–7:41P (Preferably light by 7:25P) »

Shabbos day, april 18th

Shacharis–8:30A »
Junior Congregation for boys–9:30A »
Mommy & Me at Sutkin home (BYOS)–Canceled »
Chumash Shiur (for men & women)–6:30P »
Pirchei for Boys (ages 8 and up) with Mr. Yehuda Harper–6:30P »
Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–7:30P at shul »
Shalosh Seudos for women–7:30P at Rich home »
Shabbos Ends–8:50P »

Weekday Schedule�
Sunday Shacharis–8A »
Weekday Shacharis–6:40A »
Mincha–6:00P / Maariv–9:00P (Sunday–Thursday) »
Weekly claSSeS�  (see website for more detail)
Before Shacharis Gemara Rosh Hashana for men (M-Fr,  »
6-6:35A)
NQ Daf HaYomi Succah for men (Sunday-Thursday 8-9P) »
Chumash for men & women (Shabbos one hr before mincha) »
Hilchos Taaruvos for men (Sunday 6:30-8:00A) »
Supercharge Your Sundays for men (Sunday after Shacharis  »
for 45 mins. with R’ Noach Klug)
Marriage Chaburah for men (Monday 7:15-8:00P) »
Marriage Chaburah for women (Tuesday 7:15-8:00P)  »

Good Shabbos


