
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

March 17-18, 2017  20 Adar, 5777  Shabbos Ki Sisa, Parah
Mincha: 7:00P / Candlelighting: 7:19P  Shabbos Ends 8:28P

�  SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, March 17th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7:00P
 » Candlelighting – 7:19P

Shabbos Day, March 18th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » CTC Kids with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Chumash Shiur (M&W)–6:10P
 » Mincha (Shalosh Seudos for men in shul) – 7:10P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home – 7:10P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:28P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–7:15P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:30P

 �  REFUAH SHELAIMA
MEN
 » Zoosav ben Lipke (Father of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

WOMEN
 » Fanna Leah bas Shulamis (Mother of Wes Sutkin)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel)

 �WHAT’S NU AT CTC
 » Mazel Tov to Yerachmiel & Shira Martin on their recent marriage. May 

they merit to build a bayis neeman b’Yisroel.

 � SERIOUS AFTER EFFECTS: RABBI LABEL LAM
 When Yehoshua heard the voice of the people in their shouting, he 
said to Moshe: “There is a voice of battle in the camp!” (Shemos 32:17)
Yehoshua was alerting Moshe on the way down the Mount Sinai and he was 
describing the auditory signals and the alarming sounds of what would turn 
out to be the ugly celebration surrounding the Golden Calf. Almost no single 
incident in our history had such a devastating effect as the sin of the Golden 
Calf and it is also one of the most perplexing events ever.
 It was only 40 days after everyone in the Nation of Israel heard 
directly from the The Almighty the first 2 of the 10 Commandments, “I 
am HASHEM you G-d” and “You shall not have any other G-d before 
Me…” How could it have happened that such a clear and open statement 
be countermanded within such a short period of time? The entire episode 
boggles the mind!
 With a searing insight, the Sefas Emes, like a super sleuth or a 
skilled forensic scientists detects in Yehoshua’s brief report the root cause of 
the sin of the Golden Calf.  He explains that Yehushua was involved in the 
battle with Amalek and he sensed that Amalek was involved in this giant sin. 
“Even though before, the Clouds of Glory rejected from the camp anyone 
who was spiritually weak, now the infection was in the camp itself. It was 
about this that Yehushua decried that “there is a voice of battle in the camp”. 
That brief encounter with Amalek on the way left a lingering effect that 
festered again in a moment of weakness and panic. This can be added into 
the calculation regarding the admonition to “remember what Amalek did to 
you”. If Amalek cannot stop our march to Mount Sinai they can at least plant 
a ticking time bomb that will cause damage even after the fact.
 It was many years ago that I was driving one of my Rebbeim back 
from an eye doctor appointment. As we were passing a well-manicured 
church I commented on how lovely they were keeping their property. He 
interrupted my praise and took the opportunity to tell me a fascinating story 
that gives support to the Hallacha that there are certain places we are not to 
use as reference points.
 He told me that when Rabbi Aaron Kotler was just getting started 
in Lakewood he had a small but loyal and dedicated group of learning young 
men. One of those students was approaching him continually with questions 
of faith. Reb Aaron would carefully and sensitively answer his questions but 
he began to suspect that the source of his questions were not a sincere search 
for the truth. It was like the boy who puts his finger in the dyke and another 
leak erupts. This fellow was looking for a way out!

 On one of his frequent trips to Williamsburg Reb Aaron took 
counsel with the previous Skverer Rebbe who asked him if this boy had any 
contact with any local churches. Reb Aaron was certain not but he followed 
up on the advice and he asked the boy. The fellow was adamant that he did 
not have any contact with any churches. Reb Aaron quizzed him further 
about how and when he goes to Yeshiva and which path he takes.
 The boy then realized that on the way to Yeshiva at 7AM every day 
he passes by a certain church and he sets his watch to the clock in the bell 
tower. Reb Aaron assured him that was the source of his problem. That subtle 
acknowledgment gave a foothold of credibility, enough to subconsciously 
erode his confidence in Torah. How careful we have to be! Even a small 
injection of “doubt” (SAFEK - is the numerical value of Amalek) can have 
such serious after effects.   

 � HALACHOS OF BEDIKAS CHOMETZ
 Bracha: Before the Bedika one should make the Bracha of Asher 
Kidishanu BeMitzvotav VeTzivanu Al Biur Chametz.  If one accidentally 
made the Bracha of Al Bitul Chametz after the fact one has fulfilled the 
obligation.  One has also fulfilled his obligation if he recites “livaer chametz.” 
 One may not speak between the Bracha and beginning the 
Bedika, and if one did make an interruption not related to the Bedika one 
must make another Bracha. After one began it’s preferable not to speak 
until one completes the Bedika, however it’s permissible to speak even in 
matters not related to Bedika. 
 If one didn’t make the Bracha before beginning Bedika one 
can make it as long as one hasn’t finished Bedika. Nonetheless, if one has 
finished the Bedika, one should make it without Shem UMalchus in the 
morning before burning the Chametz and some say that one may make it 
then with Shem UMalchus. 
 One may make the Bracha on the Bedika with many people 
listening and then split up for each person to check an area in the house. 
If someone didn’t hear the Bracha and it’s difficult to finish the Bedika 
without that person’s help, he may help without making a Bracha. 
 If one is checking two houses one may should make only one 
Bracha and do Bedika on both. There’s no Shehecheyanu on the Bedika. 
Some say that one should wash one’s hands before performing Bedika. 
 Bitul After the Bedika one should recite the following form of 
bitul chametz: “All chametz or leaven in my possession that I have not seen, 
and have not destroyed, shall be nullified and become ownerless, like the 
dust of the earth.” 
 When One should perform bedikat chametz in the beginning of 
the night on the fourteenth of Nisan at Tzeis HaKochavim. If one is praying 
with a minyan one should pray first and then perform Bedika. However, 
if one is praying at home, preferably one should appoint someone else to 
do Bedika while one prays, otherwise, pray first, unless one usually prays 
at home in which case some say one should check first and some say one 
should pray first. 
 If one is going to come home after Tzeis HaKochavim one should 
appoint someone as an agent (Shaliach) so that it can be done at the proper 
time. However, if the man is working at night and wants to fulfill the 
mitzvah himself, he may appoint his wife to do Bedika (with a Bracha) on 
the whole house except for one room and then do Bedika (with a Bracha) 
in that room when he returns. 
 What Some poskim say that one must search even for crumbs 
of Chametz and remove them. However, most poskim say that there’s no 
obligation to check for crumbs of chametz, but the places where one will 
have kosher for pesach food must be cleaned of all crumbs of chametz so 
that not even a crumb gets into the food which will be eaten on Pesach.
 Chametz that is buried in the cracks in the floor or between the 
back of a cabinet and the wall and people can’t reach one doesn’t have to do 
Bedika there. 
 Cleaning the House Beforehand One should sweep (or vacuum) 
the house before the bedika in order to clean it well. The minhag is to clean 
the house well and remove all the chametz from around the house before 
the bedika, and then do a cursory check of the house without checking 
every crack or crevice. The same applies if the house was cleaned and 
washed well by non-Jews. In rooms that you eat chametz you should check 
under the beds and cabinets, however, in rooms that you don’t eat chametz 
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it is sufficient to sweep under the beds and cabinets without checking there 
carefully.
 Who One who is sick must appoint an agent to do Bedika in his 
place. 
One who is an Onen, one who is in the first day of mourning, must appoint 
an agent to do Bedika in his place. 
 Leaving for Pesach If a person leaves one’s house more than 30 
days before Pesach and doesn’t plan to return for Pesach one doesn’t have 
to do Bedika but rather just do Bitul when the times comes wherever one 
is. If a person leaves one’s house within 30 days of Pesach and doesn’t plan 
to return for Pesach one must do Bedika with a candle the night before one 
leaves and then do Bitul Chametz afterwards, however the Bedika is done 
without a Bracha.   
 If one plans on returning before Pesach If there’s a fear one 
will return on Erev Pesach without time for Bedika one should do it before 
going, otherwise do it when one returns. 
 Where? One only has to check in area where one would have 
brought Chametz. If one has small children one must do Bedika in all 
rooms in the house because one doesn’t know where Chametz was brought. 
One should do Bedika on the area where one plans to eat after the Bedika 
for that night and the next morning and then one should check that area 
again in the morning. The minhag is not to do Bedika in the areas where 
one stores Chametz and is going to sell to a goy for Pesach. 
If one’s porch is roofed and fenced in, it is considered like any other room 
that needs to be checked with a bracha. 
 Renting one’s house to a non-Jew If one is renting out one’s 
house and the Chametz in it to a non-Jew for Pesach one will have exempted 
oneself from Bedika but it’s not proper to do so, rather it’s correct to rent 
one’s house except for one room and do Bedika without a Bracha in that 
room before one leaves for Pesach. 
The room which one leaves not rented in order to Bedika should be a room 
which one usually brings Chametz otherwise there’ll be no obligation of 
Bedika and one will have accomplished nothing by leaving that room not 
rented. 
 Renters If the owner/landlord has the keys at the time of the 
Bedika, then the owner is obligated in Bedika. If the renter has the key 
to the house at the time of Bedika (14th at Tzeis HaKochavim) and he 
has made a halachic acquisition (paying with cash), then he’s obligated to 
do Bedika. However, if the renter has the key to the house but didn’t do a 
halachic acquisition, many say that the owner is obligated and some say 
that the renter is obligated.  Certainly the owner or renter can be appointed 
as an agent by the other and fulfill the obligation of Bedika. 
 With respect to a person who rents a house for Pesach, the areas 
where one will put one’s food utensils and actual food should be checked 
perfectly well. The rest of the house should be checked as well. But, the 
areas which are private areas and the renters are not supposed to open 
(explicitly mentioned or implicitly understood) the renters do not have to 
Bedika on those areas. 
 Hotel Guests If one arrives in the hotel before the 14th at night 
and plans on staying Pesach, then one should perform Bedika in the room 
with a Bracha.  If the room is cleaned well one should bring Chametz into 
the room before doing Bedika. 
If one arrives in the hotel on the day of the 14th, if the hotel did a Bedika on 
the 14th at night one doesn’t need to do Bedika, however, if the hotel didn’t 
do Bedika, one should do so with a Bracha. If one is a guest in the hotel only 
for the 14th and plans on leaving before Pesach one should still do Bedika 
but without a Bracha. 
 Yeshiva Student If a Yeshiva student is leaving his dorm or 
apartment within 30 days of Pesach, even if he isn’t returning on Pesach, 
he has an obligation to do Bedikat Chametz the night before he leaves, 
without a Bracha , but with a candle or flashlight , and then do Bitul. One 
shouldn’t eat, work, or learn prior to performing this Bedika, just like one 

who performs Bedika on the 14th. If a student in Yeshiva is in Yeshiva 
on Pesach, he is obligated to perform Bedika in his dorm room and if it’s 
done on the 14th at night it should be done with a Bracha. However, if the 
Yeshiva decides to sell all the rooms to a goy for Pesach, then there’s no 
obligation to perform Bedika. 
 Going to a Relative for Pesach If one is staying at a relative for 
Pesach and has a room where will one be staying one should participate in 
the Bedika by listening to the Bracha on the Bedika and then checking the 
room one will be staying in. 
 Office One has to do Bedika in one’s office (if one brings food 
there), however, one doesn’t have to do it on the night before Pesach, but 
rather one should do on the night before one leaves the office before Pesach. 
 Areas which were Cleaned before Pesach One has to clean the 
house before Pesach and still do Bedika (with a Bracha) the night before 
Pesach. If one cleaned a closet completely by removing every single vessel, 
checked using an electric light and there no small confined areas or hidden 
places in the closet then it’s considered checked and doesn’t require Bedika, 
as long as on was sure that no chometz was brought into that area, either by 
locking or securing that area until Pesach. 
 Books Many authorities maintain that there is no obligation to 
check sefarim for Chametz crumbs. If one is going to check one may do so 
in advance and doesn’t have to wait until the night of the 14th. Benchers 
and Zemiros booklets of the rest of the year should not be used on Pesach 
but rather sold to a non-Jew with Mechiras Chametz. 
 Pockets
One should check the pockets of clothing in which one sometimes puts 
Chametz.  Many permit checking the pockets before the night of the 14th. 
If one never put Chametz in the pocket, some say that one doesn’t have 
to check but others hold that one must check because Chametz may have 
been placed there inadvertently.  
 One’s car It’s proper to check one’s car(s) for Chametz on the 
night of the 14th using a flashlight. Otherwise, one should check it during 
the day. No Bracha is required for performing Bedika in a car.  This is true 
even of a car that will not be used on Pesach itself. 
 The Shul A gabbai or other appointed individual should perform 
Bedika in the Shul or Bet Midrash. One doesn’t have to do Bitul Chametz 
after Bedika of the Shul or Bet Midrash  unless it belongs to an individual 
in which case one should do Bitul Chametz. 
 Eating or working before Bedika A person shouldn’t start a 
job or start eating (a KeBeitzah of bread) from a half hour before Tzeis 
HaKochavim, until one has done Bedika. However, one may continue 
to eat fruit a half hour before Tzeis HaKochavim, but not after Tzeis 
HaKochavim. A person shouldn’t start learning from Tzeis HaKochavim 
until one has done Bedika. If one began to learn, work, or eat during the 
day and continued into the night, according to Sephardim one doesn’t have 
to stop to do Bedika, and according to Ashkenazim one must stop at Tzeis 
HaKochavim in order to perform Bedika. 
 Candle One should check using a single wax candle, or flashlight, 
and not a torch (or even two candles together). One doesn’t have to turn off 
the electric lights while performing the Bedika. 
 If one didn’t do Bedika If one didn’t do Bedika at night one 
should do so during the day before the sixth hour (halachic hours) and 
if one forgot to do it before the sixth hour one should still do it on Erev 
Pesach with a Bracha.  One can only do Bitul Chametz after the Bedika 
until the sixth hour of Erev Pesach. If one didn’t do it before Pesach, do 
it on Pesach unless one did Bitul Chametz before Pesach in which case 
one shouldn’t do Bedika on Pesach with a Bracha. If one didn’t do Bedika 
during Pesach, do it after Pesach without a Bracha. Any Bedika not at the 
appropriate time should still be done with a candle or flashlight. 
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�   SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, March 17th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 
7:00P

 » Candlelighting – 7:19P
Shabbos Day, March 18th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » CTC Kids with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Chumash Shiur (M&W)–6:10P
 » Mincha (Shalosh Seudos for men in shul) – 7:10P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home – 

7:10P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:28P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–7:15P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:30P
�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Before Shacharis Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » NQ Daf HaYomi Kesuvos for men (Sunday-Thursday 8:45P)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue & Thur 7:30-8:30P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)
 » Raising Children the Torah Way (for women) (Sundays 

7:30–8:15 PM with Rebbetzin Susan Rich – Beginning after 
Pesach)

Good Shabbos


