
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

March 24-25, 2017  27 Adar, 5777  Shabbos Vayakhel-Pikudei, HaChodesh
Mincha: 7:00P / Candlelighting: 7:24P  Shabbos Ends 8:33P

�  SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, March 24th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7:00P
 » Candlelighting – 7:24P

Shabbos Day, March 25th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » CTC Kids with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Chumash Shiur (M&W)–6:15P
 » Mincha (Shalosh Seudos for men in shul) – 7:15P
 » Pirchei for Boys–7:15P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home – 7:15P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:33P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–7:15P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:30P

 �  REFUAH SHELAIMA
MEN
 » Zoosav ben Lipke (Father of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

WOMEN
 » Fanna Leah bas Shulamis (Mother of Wes Sutkin)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel)

 �WHAT’S NU AT CTC
 » Welcome to Irwin & June Harris who just moved onto Mumford 

from Austin, TX. We are so happy you are here and a part of the 
shul.

 » From CTC, Three Shiurim for Pesach: For M&W 1) Cleaning 
& Bedika: Mon, Mar 27, 7:30P; 2) Kashering: Wed, Mar 29, 7:30P; 
Laws of Seder: Mon, Apr 3, 7:30P.

 � IS THERE AN EXPIRATION DATE ON GRATITUDE?”: 
RABBI LABEL LAM

 Why is this night different than all other nights? (From the 
4 Questions in the Pesach Haggadah)
 Why are questions such a critical ingredient of the Pesach 
Seder?  Questions create vessels that demand filling. The extent of 
the depth of the question determines how much wisdom will be 
accessed. An unnamed philosopher once said, “There is nothing 
more irrelevant than the answer to a question that was never asked!” 
Without questions knowledge is reduced to mere information and it 
finds no resting place. The most compelling bytes of info are rendered 
useless without a question. Light is the answer to what question? Love 
is the answer to what question? G-d is the answer to what question? 
Life is riddled with questions! Quality questions can magnetize and 
organize treasures houses of knowledge.  
 Pesach night is such a critical time to become connected, to 
forge another link between our history and our destiny that it is best 
not left to amateur pedagogy. We need for children to ask questions 
because that opens to the heart to receive.
 Einstein said, “The important thing is not to stop 
questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for existing. One cannot 
help but be in awe when he contemplates the mysteries of eternity, 
of life, of the marvelous structure of reality. It is enough if one tries 
merely to comprehend a little of this mystery every day. Never lose a 
holy curiosity.”  
 In this spirit it was hard for me to ignore the sincere question 
of a third grader in class today. His hand was waving intensely in the 
back of the room as if there was an emerging emergency. So I called 

on him and he asked, “Why do we need a Pesach Seder anyway!” It 
was stunningly honest and refreshingly real. My mind shifted into 
hyper speed. How could I explain it to 9 year olds? How could I 
explain it to myself? With help from Heaven I managed to zero in on 
an idea that might prove helpful.
 There is a phrase I have plastered on the Yeshiva walls. It 
shows a picture of Matzah, an expired credit card, and the Western 
Wall. The words read, “Because there is no expiration date on 
gratitude!” After explaining the concept of an expiration date and 
how it relates to credit cards and milk I told with loads of drama the 
following phantasmal tale.
 Imagine you are looking out the open window of a very 
tall building and somebody walking by clumsily bumps you and 
suddenly you find yourself hanging by your finger tips to a ledge with 
your feet dangling over the busy sidewalk 30 floors below.
 Your fingers are beginning to give way and you are about to 
surrender your life. Suddenly, a giant and powerful hand grabs your 
arm firmly and pulls you back into the building. The hero is then 
identified as Big Mo and you thank him profusely.
 Now the question is, “How long do you need to thank him?” 
Next year you send him for Purim M’shloach Manos. Very nice! What 
about the next year and the year after that!? The kids were feeling the 
answer now but I wasn’t done. So you invite him as a special guest to 
your Bar Mitzvah and tell all the guests this is the one who saved back 
then.
 At your wedding you introduce him to your bride and 
gratefully acknowledge that he is the one, without whom, you would 
not be here today. Now you have a child and he has a Bar Mitzvah and 
Big Mo is still a VIP guest showered with the honor he deserves. Now 
when your child has a child and he has a Bar Mitzvah, is Big Mo still 
on the short list of invitees? Of course! The value of his having saved 
you not only does not expire or diminish with time but it actually 
increases.   
 Why after 3329 years do we still invest all the effort required 
to make a Seder, munch exuberantly on Matzos, and ask questions? 
So what do you think?   Is there an expiration date on gratitude?”   

 �PARSHA Q&A: VAYKHEL-PIKUDEI
Questions Vayakhel
1. On which day did Moshe assemble the Jewish People?
2. Why is the prohibition against doing work on Shabbat written 

prior to the instruction for building the Mishkan?
3. Why does the Torah specify the particular prohibition of 

lighting a fire on Shabbat right after it had already noted the 
general prohibition of doing work on Shabbat?

4. What function did the “yitdot hamishkan” serve?
5. What function did the “bigdei hasrad” serve?
6. What was unusual about the way the women spun the goat’s 

hair?
7. Why were the Nesi’im last to contribute to the building of the 

Mishkan? How does the Torah show dissatisfaction with their 
actions?

8. Who does the Torah identify as the primary builders of the 
Mishkan? From which tribes were they?

9. What time of day did the people bring their daily contributions 
for the construction of the Mishkan?

10. For what was the woven goat’s hair used?
11. What image was woven into the parochet?
12. Why does the Torah attribute the building of the aron to 

Bezalel?
13. Where were the sculptured cheruvim located?
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14. How many lamps did the menorah have?
15. Of what materials was the mizbe’ach haketoret composed?
16. Of what material was the mizbe’ach ha’olah composed?
17. The kiyor was made from copper mirrors. What function did 

these mirrors serve in Egypt?
18. How did the kiyor promote peace?
19. The kiyor was made from the mirrors of the women who were 

crowding at the entrance to the Ohel Mo’ed. Why were the 
women crowding there?

20. Of what material were the “yitdot hamishkan” constructed?
Questions Pekudei
21. Why is the word Mishkan stated twice in verse 38:21?
22. Why is the Mishkan called the “Mishkan of Testimony”?
23. Who was appointed to carry the vessels of the Mishkan in the 

midbar?
24. Who was the officer in charge of the levi’im?
25. What is the meaning of the name Bezalel?
26. How many people contributed a half-shekel to the Mishkan? 

Who contributed?
27. Which material used in the bigdei kehuna was not used in the 

coverings of the sacred vessels?
28. How were the gold threads made?
29. What was inscribed on the stones on the shoulders of the 

ephod?
30. What was on the hem of the me’il?
31. What did the Kohen Gadol wear between the mitznefet and 

the tzitz?
32. What role did Moshe play in the construction of the Mishkan?
33. Which date was the first time that the Mishkan was erected 

and not dismantled?
34. What was the “tent” which Moshe spread over the 

Mishkan(40:19)?
35. What “testimony” did Moshe place in the aron?
36. What function did the parochet serve?
37. Where was the shulchan placed in the Mishkan?
38. Where was the menorah placed in the Mishkan?
39. Who offered the communal sacrifices during the eight days of 

the dedication of the Mishkan?
40. On which day did both Moshe and Aharon serve as kohanim?
41. All references are to the verses and Rashi’s commentary, unless 

otherwise stated.
Answers Vayakhel
1. 35:1 - The day after Yom Kippur.
2. 35:2 - To emphasize that the building of the Mishkan doesn’t 

supersede the laws of Shabbat.
3. 35:3 - There are two opinions: One opinion is to teach that 

igniting a fire on Shabbat is punishable by lashes as opposed 
to other “melachot” which are punishable by death. The other 
opinion is to teach that violation of numerous “melachot” at 
one time requires a separate atonement for each violation.

4. 35:18 - The edges of the curtains were fastened to them. These 
were inserted in the ground so the curtains would not move in 
the wind.

5. 35:19 - They covered the aron, the shulchan, the menorah, and 
the mizbachot when they were packed for transport.

6. 35:26 - It was spun directly from off the backs of the goats.

7. 35:27 - The Nesi’im reasoned that they would first let the 
people contribute materials needed for the Mishkan and then 
they would contribute what was lacking. The Torah shows its 
dissatisfaction by deleting a letter from their title.

8. 35:30, 35:34 - Bezalel ben Uri from the tribe of Yehuda; Oholiav 
ben Achisamach from the tribe of Dan.

9. 36:3 - Morning.
10. 36:14 - It was made into curtains to be draped over the Mishkan.
11. 36:35 - Cherubim. (See Rashi 26:31)
12. 37:1 - Because he dedicated himself to its building more than 

anyone else.
13. 37:7 - On the two extremities of the kaporet (cover of the aron).
14. 37:23 - Seven.
15. 37:25,26 - Wood overlaid with gold.
16. 38:1-2 - Wood overlaid with copper.
17. 38:8 - These mirrors aided in the proliferation of the Jewish 

People. The Jewish women in Egypt would look in the mirrors 
so as to awaken the affections of their husbands who were 
exhausted by their slave labor.

18. 38:8 - Its waters helped a woman accused of adultery to prove 
her innocence.

19. 38:8 - To donate to the Mishkan.
20. 38:20 - Copper.
Answers Pekudei
21. 38:21 - To allude to the Beit Hamikdash that would twice be 

taken as a “mashkon” (pledge) for the sins of the Jewish People 
until the nation repents.

22. 38:21 - It was testimony for the Jewish People that G-d forgave 
them for the golden calf and allowed His Shechina to dwell 
among them.

23. 38:21 - The levi’im.
24. 38:21 - Itamar ben Aharon.
25. 38:22 - “In the shadow of G-d.”
26. 38:26 - 603,550. Every man age twenty and over (except the 

levi’im).
27. 39:1 - Linen (See Rashi 31:10).
28. 39:3 - The gold was beaten into thin plates from which threads 

were cut. (See Rashi 28:6).
29. 39:6, 39:7 - The names of the tribes.
30. 39:24,25 - Woven pomegranates and golden bells.
31. 39:31 - Tefillin.
32. 39:33 - He stood it up.
33. 40:17 - Rosh Chodesh Nissan of the second year in the desert. 

For seven days before this, during the consecration of Aharon 
and his sons, Moshe erected and dismantled the Mishkan. 
(Rashi 39:29)

34. 40:19 - The curtain of goatskin.
35. 40:20 - The Luchot Habrit.
36. 40:21 - It served as a partition for the aron.
37. 40:22 - On the northern side of the Ohel Mo’ed, outside the 

parochet.
38. 40:24 - On the southern side of the Ohel Mo’ed opposite the 

shulchan.
39. 40:29 - Moshe.
40. 40:31 - On the eighth day of the consecration of the Mishkan.
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Friday Night, March 24th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7P
 » Candlelighting – 7:24P

Shabbos Day, March 25th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » CTC Kids with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Chumash Shiur (M&W)–6:15P
 » Mincha (Shalosh Seudos for men in shul) – 7:15P
 » Pirchei for Boys–7:15P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home – 7:15P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:33P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–7:15P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:30P
�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Before Shacharis Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » NQ Daf HaYomi Kesuvos for men (Sunday-Thursday 8:45P)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue & Thur 7:30-8:30P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)
 » Raising Children the Torah Way (for women) (Sundays 

7:30–8:15 PM with Rebbetzin Susan Rich – Beginning after 
Pesach)

Good Shabbos


