
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

April 7-8, 2017  12 Nissan, 5777  Shabbos Tzav, HaGadol
Mincha: 7:00P / Candlelighting: 7:34P  Shabbos Ends 8:43P

�  SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, April 7th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7:00P
 » Candlelighting – 7:34P
 » Dinner in shul for those who registered – 8:15P

Shabbos Day, April 8th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » CTC Kids with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Lunch in shul for those who registered – 11:00A
 » Shabbos HaGadol Drasha (M&W)–6:20P
 » Mincha (Shalosh Seudos for men in shul)–7:20P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home – Cancelled
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:43P
�PESACH SCHEDULE
Sunday, April 9th
 » Mincha/Maariv 7:40 PM
 » Search for Chametz Begins 8:38 PM
 » After search Nullification is recited (see ArtScroll page 654)

Monday, April 10th, Erev Pesach
 » Fast of First Born Begins 5:51 AM
 » Shacharis (Followed by Siyum) 6:40 AM
 » Last time for eating chametz 10:55 AM
 » Last time for burning chametz and reciting nullification (see ArtScroll page 654) 

12:11 PM
 » Candlelighting 7:37 PM
 » Mincha followed by class 7:35 PM
 » First Seder (Not Before) 8:39 PM
 » Chatzos (Mid-Night) 1:27 AM

Tuesday, Yom Tov, April 11th, First Day of Pesach
 » Shacharis 9:00 AM (Note later start time. We continue to say Mashiv Haruach 

Morid HaGeshem through the silent mussaf.)
 » Mincha followed by class 7:35 PM
 » Begin Counting the Omer
 » Candlelighting (From pre-existing flame. Second seder preparations begin not 

before) 8:45 PM
 » Chatzos (Mid-Night) 1:27 AM

Wednesday, Yom Tov, April 12th, Second Day of Pesach, Day One of the Omer
 » Shacharis 9:00 AM (Note later start time.)
 » Mincha/Class/Maariv (Begin saying VeSain Beracha at Maariv) 7:40 PM
 » Yom Tov ends 8:46 PM

Thursday, April 13th, First Day of Chol Hamoed, Day Two of the Omer
 » Shacharis 6:25 AM
 » Mincha/Maariv 7:40 PM

Friday, April 14th, Second Day of Chol HaMoed, Day Three of the Omer
 » Shacharis 6:25 AM
 » Mincha/Abbreviated Kabbalas Shabbos/Maariv 7:00 PM

Shabbos, April 15th, Third Day of Chol HaMoed, Day Four of the Omer
 » Shacharis 8:30 AM
 » Chumash Shiur (M&W) 6:30 PM
 » Mincha followed by class (Shalosh Seudos should be eaten at home) 7:30 PM
 » Maariv/End of Shabbos 8:48 PM

Sunday, April 16th, Fourth Day of Chol HaMoed, Day Five of the Omer
 » Shacharis 8:00 AM
 » Mincha/Maariv (Early Yom Tov) 7:00 PM
 » Candlelighting 7:41 PM

Monday, Yom Tov, April 17th, Seventh Day of Pesach, Day Six of the Omer
 » Shacharis 8:30 AM
 » Mincha followed by class 7:45 PM
 » Maariv / Candlelighting (From pre-existing flame) 8:50 PM

Tuesday, Yom Tov, April 18th, Eighth Day of Pesach, Day Seven of the Omer
 » Shacharis 8:30 AM
 » Yizkor Not Before 10:00 AM
 » Mincha followed by Neilas HaChag 7:45 PM
 » Maariv/Pesach Ends 8:50 PM
 » Chametz sold by Rabbi may be eaten 10:00 PM

 �  REFUAH SHELAIMA
MEN
 » Zoosav ben Lipke (Father of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

WOMEN
 » Fanna Leah bas Shulamis (Mother of Wes Sutkin)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel)

 � WHAT’S NU AT CTC
 » Shabbos HaGadol Drasha (for M&W): An In-Depth Analysis of the Halachos 

of the Seder–6:20P
 » Mechiras Chometz: Saturday night and Sunday is the last chance to appoint the 

Rabbi as your agent to sell your chametz. Everyone, without exception, should sell 
their chametz. As this is a complicated halachic transaction, one should only rely 
on the Rabbi to accomplish this for you.

 � THESE REALLY ARE THE GOOD OLD DAYS: RABBI LABEL LAM
 The wicked one, what does he say? “What is this service to you?!” He says 
`to you,’ but not to him! By excluding himself from the community he has denied the 
most fundamental fact. You, therefore, blunt his teeth and say to him: “It is because 
of this that HASHEM did for me when I left Egypt”; `for me’ - but not for him! If he 
had been there, he would not have been redeemed!”
 Because of this: In order that I fulfill His commandments, such as these; 
the Passover sacrifice, Matzah, and bitter herbs.  (Rashi)
 HASHEM did for me: alludes to a reply to the wicked son, to say, 
“HASHEM did for me,” but not for you. Had you been there, you would not have 
been worthy of being redeemed. (Rashi)
 This is the answer prescribed for the wicked son and his cynical attitude 
at the Pesach Seder. We tell him “because of this HASHEM did for when I went 
out of Egypt.” Here we sit thousands of years after the Exodus, talking to a non-
compliant child and asking him to understand somehow that “I went out of Egypt”! 
How is he supposed to hear this as a relevant and credible response to his already 
deep skepticism?
 What is “this” referring to as in “because of this”? “This” is usually 
pointing to something tangible and concrete before our eyes in the present. Rashi 
comes galloping to the rescue and answers the question about “this”. It is talking 
about the Mitzvos of the evening that we are fulfilling at the Seder such as Matzah, 
Marror, and the Pesach Offering.
 Great! How is that an answer to the wicked son? Even if he’s convinced 
that HASHEM took us out of Egypt, it’s been a long time since that event!
 Again Rashi provides the information for the answer, breathing life into 
the dialogue. The wicked son is being told that had he been there in Egypt he would 
not have been one of the redeemed. Harsh words! Therefore HASHEM did for me 
and not him! How does that answer his question?
 Imagine a farmer planting the seed to an apple tree. Maybe he hopes that 
at a time in the near future he will witness the literal fruits of his labor as a tree filled 
with apples unfolds before his eyes. If he is a far thinking farmer he may also have 
in mind the many generations of trees, and a whole orchard of apple trees that will 
result from a single excellent seed. It has been said, “Any fool can tell you how seeds 
are in an apple but only HASHEM can tell you how many apples are in are in a seed.”   
 When we are seated around the Pesach Seder, we are obligated to 
understand that the Exodus from Egypt was because of me.  “Because of this 
HASHEM did all this for me…” HASHEM had me in mind at that time that I would 
be seated here in the 21st century munching Matzos. It’s not that HASHEM took 
out the Jewish People 3329 years ago and as a result here we are. No! HASHEM had 
in mind then anyone who is here now happily fulfilling Mitzvos.  I can in fact now 
choose to be chosen. That’s the Pesach opportunity!    
 The wicked son is being admonished his contrarian attitude. By foolishly 
deciding that it’s not worth being here and now, he has tragically removed himself 
from the list of those HASHEM had in mind back then. There’s a Gemora concept 
called “Yeish Breira”, that a decision made now effects reality retroactively. The 
Pesach Seder is actually a journey back to the future where we discover that these 
really are the good old days.    

 � UNDERSTANDING URCHATZ: RABBI YEHUDA SPITZ
 Have you ever wondered why, during the annual Pesach Seder, when we 
dip Karpas vegetables in saltwater to symbolize our ancestor’s tears while enslaved at 
the hands of the cruel Egyptians, we precede it by washing our hands (Urchatz)? Isn’t 
handwashing exclusively reserved for prior to ‘breaking bread’? And furthermore, 
why is this only performed at the Seder? Is there a specific message this action is 
meant to convey?
 All About the Children The answer to these questions might depend on a 
difference of understanding. The Gemara in Pesachim (114b) asks why at the Pesach 
Seder we perform two dippings [i.e. Karpas in Saltwater and later the Maror into 
Charoses]. The Gemara succinctly answers ‘Ki Heichi D’lehavai Hekeira L’Tinokos, 
in order that there should a distinction for children’. Both Rashi and his grandson, 
the Rashbam, explain the Gemara’s intent is that this act is done in order so that the 
children should ask why we are performing this unusual and uncommon action on 
Leil Haseder, as this action serves as a ‘hekeira tova’, an excellent distinction. This is 
one of the ways we ensure that the Seder Night’s Mitzvah of ‘Vehigadta L’Vincha’, 
retelling the story of our ancestors’ exile, enslavement, and ultimately exodus from 
Egypt, is properly performed.
 But a question remains. Which exact action is the one that is meant to 
evoke the childrens’ questions? The answer may surprise you. The Tur specifies that 
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it is not the seemingly odd act of handwashing for vegetables that is peculiar, but 
rather the timing of the dipping. He asserts that it is unusual to dip food items at the 
beginning of a seudah. Most other days we also dip, but in the middle of the meal. In 
other words, the only change we make to evoke childrens’s questions is to perform 
the dipping right then.
 What then of the seemingly atypical handwashing just for vegetables? 
Isn’t that an uncharacteristic change from the ordinary? ‘No’, the Tur would respond, 
‘one certainly would have to wash his hands before dipping his vegetables’.
 Drip and Dip But in order to properly understand this, we must first 
digress to a different Gemara in Pesachim (115a). Rabbi Elazer states in the name 
of Rav Oshia: “Any food item that is dipped in a liquid (davar hateebulo b’mashkeh) 
requires handwashing before eating”. On this, Rashi and Tosafos (among others) 
differ as to the correct understanding his intent.
 Rashi maintains that this ruling is still applicable nowadays, as it is similar 
to the requirement to wash before eating bread, while Tosafos is of the opinion that 
this law is only relevant during the times of the Beis Hamikdash, as it is conditional 
to Taharos, Ritual Purity, which, in this day and age, is non-applicable. Although the 
Maharam M’Rottenberg, and several later poskim, are of the opinion that one may 
indeed rely on the lenient view, it should be noted that the majority of Halachic 
decisors including the Rambam, Tur, Shulchan Aruch, Rema, Vilna Gaon, Chayei 
Adam, Shulchan Aruch Harav, Ben Ish Chai, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, Mishnah 
Berurah, Kaf Hachaim and Chazon Ish, hold that even nowadays one should do his 
utmost to be stringent with this and wash hands before eating a food item dipped in 
liquid.
 The lenient opinion is taken into account, however, and that is the reason 
why, according to the majority of poskim, this washing is performed without the 
prerequisite blessing, as opposed to the washing before eating bread. This is due 
to the halachic dictum of “Safek Brachos Lehakel”, meaning that in a case of doubt 
regarding the topic of brachos, we follow the lenient approach and do not make the 
blessing, to avoid the possibility of making a blessing in vain.
 This all ties in to our Seder. In fact this, explains the Tur and echoed by 
later authorities, is the reason why we wash Urchatz prior to dipping the Karpas into 
saltwater. As this is classified as a davar hateebulo b’mashkeh, it requires handwashing 
before eating. Although the Tur himself, as well as the Levush and Vilna Gaon, aver 
that Urchatz actually necessitates a brachah of Netillas Yadayim, conversely, the vast 
majority of poskim conclude that we do not make Netillas Yadayim at this Seder 
handwashing, but rather exclusively at Rachtzah immediately prior to Motzie - 
Matzah. This is indeed the common custom.
 The Chida’s Chiddush The Chida, in his Simchas HaRegel commentary 
on the Haggada, explains that this is the background, as well as the reason, for the 
added ‘vav’ by Urchatz at the Pesach Seder, as it is the only one of the Seder Simanim 
that starts with that conjunction. We find a parallel by the brachah that our patriarch 
Yitzchok Avinu bestowed on his son Yaakov (Bereishis, Parshas Toldos Ch. 27: verse 
28), ‘V’Yitein L’cha’ – ‘And Hashem should give you’. According to the Arizal, the extra 
conjunctive ‘vav’ means ‘yitein yachzor v’yitein’ – that Hashem should continually 
and constantly give.
 Likewise, the Chida explains the extra ‘vav’ in Urchatz. The Baal Haggada 
is transmitting a message to us. Just as during the Seder we all wash before dipping a 
vegetable in salt water, that extra ‘vav’ is telling us - ‘rachatz yachzor v’rachatz’ – that 
we should continue to wash our hands anytime we want to eat a food dipped in 
liquid, year round.
 The Chasam Sofer and his son-in-law, the Chasan Sofer, write in a similar 
vein in their Haggada, that Urchatz is meant to serve as a tochacha (rebuke) and 
yearly reminder to those who are lackadaisical with the observance of this halacha, 
in order to remind everyone that this applies year-round as well. Indeed, the Taz 
actually writes similarly, and concludes that at least during the Aseres Yemei Teshuva 
one should be stringent. The Ben Ish Chai remarks comparably when discussing 
Urchatz, that praiseworthy is one who is careful with this handwashing year-round.
 Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l adds that the ‘Vav’ is connecting 
‘Urchatz’ to ‘Kadesh’ – meaning ‘Kadesh Urchatz’ – (as a command) that we should 
be mekadeish ourselves and continue to wash for food items dipped in liquid – even 
if not stringent with this all year round.
 The Medium is the Message Yet, it is important to note that other poskim 
take an alternate view. Rav Yaakov Reisher in his Chok Yaakov argues that since 
the great Maharam M’Rottenberg, as well as the Lechem Chamudos and Magen 
Avrohom among others, ruled leniently with washing before eating a food item 
dipped in liquid following Tosafos’ precedent, and most people do not follow the 
opinion mandating it nowadays, this simply cannot be the reason why we perform 
Urchatz at the Seder.
 Rather, he explains that the Gemara’s intent in stating that Urchatz is 

performed in order that there should a distinction for children to ask, is that the 
handwashing itself for eating dipped vegetables is what is out of the ordinary, not 
the timing of the washing. According to this understanding, it is the Urchatz itself 
that is essentially the “hekker”, highlighting that something different than the norm 
is occurring, to enable children to ask what is different on Seder night. Meaning, 
although most do not wash before eating a dipped item year-round, at the Seder we 
dom, and that is the atypical action we do to arouse the interest of the children.
 Not a Daas Yachid (lone dissenting opinion), both the Chayei Adam and 
Aruch Hashulchan seem to favor this explanation, and it is cited by the Mishnah 
Berurah in his Shaar Hatziyun as well.
 On the other hand, the Levush understands Urchatz somewhat 
differently. He explains that the dipping of Karpas at the Pesach Seder is due to 
‘Chovas (or in some editions ‘Chibas’)HaRegel, extra obligation or devotion for the 
Yom Tov’. Ergo, the handwashing is specifically performedat the Seder, as due to its 
inherent holiness, ‘we go the extra mile’ to strive for an increase in purity, as opposed 
to year round, when in his opinion, it would not be mandated.
 Another idea, cited by the Rema in his Darchei Moshe, is that the 
Haggada is akin to a Tefillah, that we are relaying thanks and praise to Hashem for 
all he has done for our ancestors and us. Therefore, immediately prior to the recital 
of the Haggada we wash our hands in preparation without a brachah similar to the 
requirement before davening.
 Divergences of Dipping Interestingly, Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank zt”l, the 
former Chief Rabbi of Yerushalayim, opines that the dispute among Rishonim 
whether only the head of the household is supposed to wash Urchatz or if everyone 
at the Seder does as well (the most common custom) might be dependent on 
this debate of why the handwashing at the Seder was instituted. According to the 
majority opinion that Urchartz was enacted due to the halacha of davar hateebulo 
b’mashkeh, then everyone would be mandated to wash.
 However, according to the opinions that this handwashing is only 
performed on Pesach at the Seder, it is possible that only the head of the household 
need wash Urchatz, as that should be deemed sufficient enough to arouse the interest 
and subsequent questions of the children.
 Practically, as mentioned previously, the most common custom is that 
everyone washes Urchatz. Yet, a notable minority minhag, performed mainly by 
Sanz Chassidim, as well as Lelov and Satmar Chassidim, is that only the head of the 
household wash.So it is remarkable that this modern divergence of minhagim might 
actually depend on how poskim understood the brief statement of the Gemara 
regarding childrens’ questions.
 Finger Food? Another interesting machlokes that might depend on 
which hekker the Gemara intended is how to dip the Karpas into the saltwater. If the 
reason Urchatz was mandated is due to the halacha of davar hateebulo b’mashkeh, 
then it stands to reason that if one used a fork or other utensil to dip and did not 
actually get ‘ones’s hands dirty’ then many poskim would hold that handwashing 
is technically not required. On the other hand, if the washing prior to dipping is 
considered the unusual action, then we should perform Urchatz irregardless of 
utensil.
 Practically, although there are contemporary authorities, including Rav 
Moshe Sternbuch and Rav Nissim Karelitz, who maintain preference for dipping 
the Karpas by hand in order that it should satisfy all opinions, nonetheless, due to 
the other understandings of Urchatz’ s role, many poskim rule that even if one used 
a fork for the dipping, we should still perform the handwashingprior. Just another 
insight into the seemingly simple and straightforward, yet remarkable, Urchatz.
 Urchatz Everyday! The Chida continues that although many are aware 
of the halacha of davar hateebulo b’mashkeh, they do not realize that it even applies 
to something as ubiquitous as dipping cake into coffee! One might contend that the 
connection between vegetables in saltwater to tea biscuits in coffee seems tenuous, 
but actually, according to the majority of authorities, from a halachic perspective 
they are remarkably similar.
 So the next time you get that dunkin’ urge, it might be prudent to be 
conscientious by following the Haggada’s hidden exhortation, and head to the sink 
before diving into your cup-of-joe.
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�  SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, April 7th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7:00P
 » Candlelighting – 7:34P

 » Dinner in shul for those who registered – 8:15P
Shabbos Day, April 8th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » CTC Kids with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Lunch in shul for those who registered – 11:00A
 » Shabbos HaGadol Drasha (M&W)–6:20P
 » Mincha (Shalosh Seudos for men in shul)–7:20P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home 

– Cancelled
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:43P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–7:15P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:30P
�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Before Shacharis Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » NQ Daf HaYomi Kesuvos for men (Sunday-Thursday 8:45P)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue & Thur 7:30-8:30P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)
 » Raising Children the Torah Way (for women) (Sundays 

7:30–8:15 PM with Rebbetzin Susan Rich – Beginning after 
Pesach)

Good Shabbos


