
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

May 19-20, 2017  24 Iyar, 5777  Shabbos Behar-Bechukosai
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 8:05P  Shabbos Ends 9:13P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, May 19th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7P
 » Speech After Kabbalos Shabbos: “The debate about Going on 

the Temple Mount”
 » Candlelighting – 8:05P
 » Friday Night Dinner in Shul (Reservation Required)
 » Speech During Dinner: “Thou Shall Not covet: but My Neigh-

bor’s Grass Is Greener!”
Shabbos day, May 20th

 » Shacharis followed by Enhanced Sponsored Kiddush–8:30A
 » Speech Following Kiddush: “The Isaac covenant: Is Mashiach 

already on the Way?”
 » Mommy & Me with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Speech One Hour Before Mincha: “Stairway to heaven: climb-

ing it with Sefiras haomer” (M&W)–6:55P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul – 7:55P
 » Speech at Men’s Shalosh Seudos: “aveilus of Sefiras haomer: 

Why Two Minhagim?”
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home 

– 7:55P
 » Speech at Women’s Shalosh Seudos: “Ruth/Pirkei avos”
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:13P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:10P

 �  ReFuah ShelaIMa
MeN
 » Menachem Mendel ben Sorah (Travis Katz)
 » Zoosav ben Lipke (Father of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

WoMeN
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Chana Ariel bas Shoshana (Chani Tkatch)
 » Fanna Leah bas Shulamis (Mother of Wes Sutkin)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel)

 �WhaT’S Nu aT cTc
 » Welcome to Rabbi yehuda & lonny oppenheimer who are 

here for a Shabbaton with our shul. See schedule above.
exclusive Friday night meal, including Prime Rib & lamb. 
(Limited to 25 People, $75 per person.)
Fish course
•	 Grilled Salmon Fillet
•	 Horseradish Crusted Tilapia Fillet
•	 Mediteranean Cole Slaw
•	 Heart of Palm, Tomato & Avocado Salad
•	 Green Salad Selection
•	 Chummus, Babaganoush
•	 Spinach Dip, Onion Dip
•	 Warm Artisian Rolls
•	 Paired White Wine Service During First Course
Soup course
•	 Creamy Zucchini Soup
Plated Main course
•	 Grilled Center Cut Ribeye Roasted Shallot Merlot Demi Glaze 

& Tobacco Onions
•	 Herb Crusted Petit Baby Lamb Chop

•	 Wasabi Mashed Potatoes
•	 Haricot Verde with Green Topped Baby Carrot
•	 Paired Wine Service
 Served dessert
•	 Warm Apple Cobbler
•	 Parve Vanilla Ice Cream Garnished with Chocolate Sauce, 

Blueberries and Fresh Mint
 » NeW: Rabbi heller on the Parsha: Rabbi Eliyahu Heller of 

DATA began a   Parshas Hashevuah Shiur, an in-depth class on 
the Torah Portion of the Week. Class is every Wednesday, 45 mins 
before Mincha, for men & women at Congregation Toras Chaim. 
There is no charge for the class. All members and non-members 
are invited to attend

 » Shavuos all-Night learning: Shavuos arrives  Tuesday night, 
May 30. One of the ways that Jews all over the world prepare for 
the Giving of the Torah is to stay awake all night in order to show 
Hashem that we are deserving of and ready to receive it. In keep-
ing with that tradition, Congregation Toras Chaim is pleased to 
offer it’s 9th Annual All-Night Shavuos Learning for men, 12:00-
5:00 AM, Tuesday, May 30, 2017.

luchos habris Patrons for the merit of all the Torah studied 
throughout the night are ben & lauren Nise. 

1. First Hour of Torah study is sponsored by Irwin & June 
harris in memory of their parents dr. harold and Mil-
dred harris and harold and Queenie Golden.

2. Second Hour of Torah study is sponsored by the Rich chil-
dren in memory of their grandparents, harold linder 
(chaim Issar ben Moshe leib) and Rosalie Rich (Shosha-
na bas Tzvi eliezer). Thank you to eliyahu Rich for raising 
the money from his siblings.

3. Third Hour of Torah study is by yehudah & Raizel Palmer.
4. Fourth Hour of Torah study is sponsored anonymously.

The Food and beverage Station is sponsored by Josh & lisa 
Rothstein. 

Stand your Ground
 One of the most hotly-debated criminal trials in recent 
years was that of George Zimmerman, a resident of Sanford, 
Flordia who killed Trayvon Martin, an African-American teen-
ager, on the night of February 26, 2012. Zimmerman, who was 
the head of his gated neighborhood’s volunteer watch group, 
was in his car when he saw Martin, who appeared suspicious. He 
called the Sanford police and escribed Martin’s suspicious con-
duct. When the police arrived at the scene, they found Martin 
fatally shot in the chest and Zimmerman badly bloodied and 
bruised. Zimmerman, who was bleeding from his nose and from 
two lacerations in the back of his head, claimed that Martin had 
assaulted him, and he felt compelled to shoot in self defense.
 Several months later, on April 11, Zimmerman was 
charged with second-degree murder by the Florida State Pros-
ecutor. The trial began on June 24, and less than a month later, on 
July 13, the jury issued a not guilty verdict.
 What does the Torah have to say about this controversy? 
The famous rule of “Rodeif” allows one to kill a pursuer who can 
be presumed to be bent on killing another person, but what means 
must be taken by the pursued individual before resorting to vio-
lent self-defense? Discuss this topic in full detail with insights and 
chavrusa study on Shavuos, from 12-5 AM, Tuesday May 30.

kIdduSh this Shabbos is sponsored In honor of Rabbi Yehuda & Lonny Oppenheimer, by: Simcha & Sara Itskavich, Yerachmiel & Shira 
Martin, Reuven & Devorah King, Rebekkah Bodoff, Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson, Ari & Naomi Goldberg, Wes & Tricia Sutkin, Rabbi Yaakov & 
Rebbetzin Susan Rich, Ben & Lauren Nise, Moshe & Ariella Bush, and Ken & Lori Jarmel. ShaloSh SeudoS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. 

Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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 �PluGGed IN: RabbI label laM
 But if you do not listen to Me and do not perform all 
these commandments and if you despise My statutes and reject My 
ordinances, not performing any of My Commandments, thereby 
breaking My covenant then I too, will do the same to you; …Your 
enemies will rule over you; you will flee, but no one will be pursuing 
you. And if, during these, you will not listen to Me, I will add another 
seven punishments for your sins: (Vayikra 26:14-18)
 But if you do not listen to Me: to toil in the study of 
Torah in order to know the understanding of the Sages and do 
not perform: If you do not learn the Torah, you will not perform 
its Commandments properly and if you despise My statutes: This 
refers to one who despises others who perform the Commandments 
and reject My ordinances: refers to one who hates the Sages not 
performing: refers to someone who prevents others from fulfilling 
the Commandments any of My Commandments: refers to one who 
denies that I (G-d) Commanded them. This is why the verse says 
“any of My commandments” and “not any of the commandments.” 
thereby breaking My covenant: This refers to one who denies the 
main tenet, namely, that God is the Omnipotent Creator of all 
existence. (RASHI)
 Rashi finds in the verses the seven corruptive steps 
that justify seven more punishments. Each descending level is a 
more serious attitudinal transgression and a worsening in one’s 
relationship to HASHEM. What Rashi outlines succinctly is the 
anatomy of a total abandonment of Torah and Mitzvos. This little 
piece needs to be studied over and over again and in great depth.
 How does someone plummet from the top of the ladder to 
the lowest of rungs to the point they are despising Mitzvos, hating 
Sages, preventing others from fulfilling, Mitzvos, and denying 
HASHEM? How does one lose it all? How does one get it all back?
 Imagine someone buys the ultimate deluxe vacuum 
cleaner. It costs him many-many hundreds of dollars. He even takes 
out a payment plan to pay it off over time. For the first few months 
it’s humming, and doing its job as promised. At one point while the 
person is vacuuming the plug becomes disconnected from the wall.
 The operator of the machine is unaware and he continues 
to massage the carpet. It becomes difficult to push the machine 
over the thick rug and it is obvious that it is not affective anymore. 
Whatever particles it rolls over remain there no matter how many 
times he tries and tries.
 Eventually he kicks the machine repeatedly in frustration. 
He complains to a friend about his disappointment in the product. 
He discourages someone who is about to purchase the same 
appliance. He tells everyone he knows now not to buy this product. 
He stops making the monthly payments. Now things have gotten 
serious. His credit is affected and he fights forward in righteous 
indignation and out of principle.
 The head of the maintenance department comes to his 
house to check out his claim that the vacuum cleaner is a dud and 
huge failure. After examining the machine he finds nothing wrong. 
He plugs it in and eureka, it works perfectly. Aha! At that point the 
fellow discovers his terrible mistake. Just plug it in! Without that 
live juice from the wall socket this finely tuned piece of machinery 
is reduced to nothing more than an oversized paper weight.
 The verse reads, “But if you do not listen to Me”. Without 

proper learning one is automatically disconnected from the source. 
The Torah becomes a heavy academic exercise, and the Mitzvos 
impossibly burdensome. The person becomes a complainer and 
rebel with a false cause. The solution is simple, though. Listen while 
learning like HASHEM is talking to YOU, and you will be plugged in. 

 �PaRSha Q&a: behaR-bechukoSaI
behaR 
1. Why does the Torah specify that the laws of shemita were taught on 

Har Sinai? 25:1 - To teach us that just as shemita was taught in detail 
on Har Sinai, so too, all the mitzvot were taught in detail on Har Sinai.

2. If one possesses shemita food after it is no longer available in the 
field, what must he do with it? 25:7 - Remove it from his property and 
declare it ownerless.

3. The Torah commands, “You shall sanctify the fiftieth year.” How is this 
done? 25:10 - At the beginning of the year the Beit Din declares, “This 
year is kadosh (sanctified).”

4. Which two “returns” are announced by the shofar during yovel? 
25:10 - The return of the land to its original owner, and the “return” 
(freedom) of the slave from slavery.

5. From where does the yovel year get its name? 25:10 - From the 
sounding of the shofar. A ram’s horn is called a yovel.

6. What prohibitions are derived from the verse “v’lo tonu ish et amito -- 
a person shall not afflict his fellow”? 25:17 - One may not intentionally 
hurt people’s feelings, nor give bad advice while secretly intending to 
reap benefit.

7. What is the punishment for neglecting the laws of shemita? 25:18 - 
Exile.

8. If shemita is observed properly, how long is the crop of the sixth year 
guaranteed to last? 25:21,22 - From Nissan of the sixth year until 
Sukkot of the ninth year.

9. After selling an ancestral field, when can one redeem it? 25:24 - After 
two years following the sale, until yovel. At the beginning of yovel it 
returns to the family automatically.

bechukoSaI
10. To what do the words “bechukotai telechu” (walk in My 

statutes) refer? 26:3 - Laboring in Torah learning.
11. When is rain “in its season?” 26:4 - At times when people are 

not outside (e.g., Shabbat nights).
12. What is the blessing of “v’achaltem lachmechem l’sova” (and 

you shall eat your bread to satisfaction)? 26:5 - You will only 
require a little bread to be completely satisfied.

13. What is meant by the verse “and a sword will not pass through 
your land”? 26:6 - No foreign army will travel through your 
land on their way to a different country.

14. Mathematically, if five Jewish soldiers can defeat 100 enemy 
soldiers, how many enemy soldiers should 100 Jewish soldiers 
be able to defeat? 26:4 - Two thousand.

15. How much is “revava”? 26:4 - Ten thousand.
16. Which “progression” of seven transgressions are taught in 

Chapter 26, and why in that particular order? 26:14,15 - 
Not studying Torah, not observing mitzvot, rejecting those 
who observe mitzvot, hating Sages, preventing others from 
observing mitzvot, denying that G-d gave the mitzvot, denying 
the existence of G-d. They are listed in this order because each 
transgression leads to the next.
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�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, May 19th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7P
 » Candlelighting – 8:05P

 » Friday Night Dinner in Shul (Reservation Re-
quired)

Shabbos day, May 20th

 » Shacharis followed by Enhanced Sponsored Kiddush–8:30A
 » Mommy & Me with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul – 7:55P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home 

– 7:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:13P

�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:10P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Before Shacharis Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » NQ Daf HaYomi Kesuvos for men (Sunday-Thursday 

following Maariv)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue & Thur, One hour before Mincha)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed, 45 minutes before Mincha)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)
 » Parenting Chaburah for women (TBD)

Good Shabbos


