
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

May 26-27, 2017  1 Sivan, 5777  Shabbos Bamidbar
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 8:09P  Shabbos Ends 9:18P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, May 26th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7P
 » Candlelighting – 8:09P

Shabbos day, May 27th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Mommy & Me with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – 7:00P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul – 8:00P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home 

– 8:00P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:18P
�ShaVuoS Schedule
Tuesday, May 30, 2017
 » Mincha followed by class 8:15 PM
 » Maariv 9:10 PM
 » Candlelighting 8:12 PM
 » All-Night Learning 12:00 AM – 5:15 AM

Wednesday, May 31, 2017
 » Morning Brachos/Shacharis 5:30 AM
 » Earliest Tallis (MiSheyakir) 5:28 AM
 » Sunrise 6:20 AM
 » Mincha followed by class 8:15 PM
 » Maariv 9:15 PM
 » Candlelighting (from pre-exisitng flame): Not before 9:20 PM

Thursday, June 1, 2017
 » Shacharis 8:30 AM
 » Yizkor (Not before 10:15 AM)
 » Mincha 8:15 PM followed by Neilas HaChag (special celebration 

to close-out the festival, including washing for Hamotzi, singing 
and divrei Torah)

 » Maariv 9:20 PM followed by Havdalla
 » Shavuos Ends 9:21 PM
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:15P

 �  ReFuah ShelaiMa
MeN
 » Menachem Mendel ben Sorah (Travis Katz)
 » Zoosav ben Lipke (Father of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

WoMeN
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Chana Ariel bas Shoshana (Chani Tkatch)
 » Fanna Leah bas Shulamis (Mother of Wes Sutkin)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel)

 �WhaT’S Nu aT cTc
 » cTc Family luncheon for Second day of Shavuos: Very Limit-

ed Seating. Please Reserve Early. You Are Invited for Lunch. Don’t 
make plans for second day of Shavuos. CTC is hosting a gourmet, 
dairy, family luncheon in shul following davening. In addition, 
we are looking for people to help sponsor this event. Please email 
Rabbi Yaakov Rich at rabbi@toraschaimdallas.org if you would 
like to contribute.
luncheon Sponsors To date:
•	 Jeanie Siegel
•	 Ben & Lauren Nise

Plate Sponsors To date:
•	 Eliana Rochel Edwards
costs:
•	 $50 Family Max
•	 $18 per person
•	 $250 per Luncheon Sponsor
•	 $100 per Plate Sponsor

 » First day Shavuos class & ice cream kiddush for Women & 
children: For the First Day of Shavuos. After your husbands 
have stayed up the whole night, it’s time for you to learn, as well. 
CTC is hosting a special class for women by Yael Bodenheimer, 
program for children, and ice cream kiddush for both. Event be-
gins 10:30 AM at CTC. No charge. Event Generously Sponsored by 
Josh & Lisa Rothstein

 » Shavuos all-Night learning: Shavuos arrives  Tuesday night, 
May 30. One of the ways that Jews all over the world prepare for 
the Giving of the Torah is to stay awake all night in order to show 
Hashem that we are deserving of and ready to receive it. In keep-
ing with that tradition, Congregation Toras Chaim is pleased to 
offer it’s 9th Annual All-Night Shavuos Learning for men, 12:00-
5:15 AM, Tuesday, May 30, 2017.

luchos habris Patrons for the merit of all the Torah studied 
throughout the night are ben & lauren Nise. 

1. FIRST HOuR OF TORAH STuDY is sponsored by irwin 
& June harris in memory of their parents dr. harold and 
Mildred harris and harold and Queenie Golden.

2. SECOND HOuR OF TORAH STuDY is sponsored by the 
Rich children in memory of their grandparents, harold 
linder (chaim issar ben Moshe leib) and Rosalie Rich 
(Shoshana bas Tzvi eliezer). Thank you to eliyahu Rich 
for raising the money from his siblings.

3. THIRD HOuR OF TORAH STuDY is by yehudah & 
Raizel Palmer.

4. FOuRTH HOuR OF TORAH study is sponsored anony-
mously.

The Food and beverage Station is sponsored by Josh & lisa 
Rothstein. 

Stand your Ground
 One of the most hotly-debated criminal trials in recent 
years was that of George Zimmerman, a resident of Sanford, 
Flordia who killed Trayvon Martin, an African-American teen-
ager, on the night of February 26, 2012. Zimmerman, who was 
the head of his gated neighborhood’s volunteer watch group, 
was in his car when he saw Martin, who appeared suspicious. He 
called the Sanford police and escribed Martin’s suspicious con-
duct. When the police arrived at the scene, they found Martin 
fatally shot in the chest and Zimmerman badly bloodied and 
bruised. Zimmerman, who was bleeding from his nose and from 
two lacerations in the back of his head, claimed that Martin had 
assaulted him, and he felt compelled to shoot in self defense.
 Several months later, on April 11, Zimmerman was 
charged with second-degree murder by the Florida State Pros-
ecutor. The trial began on June 24, and less than a month later, on 
July 13, the jury issued a not guilty verdict.
 What does the Torah have to say about this controversy? 
The famous rule of “Rodeif” allows one to kill a pursuer who can 
be presumed to be bent on killing another person, but what means 

kidduSh this Shabbos is sponsored by the members of the Guarantee Kiddush Club: Wes & Tricia Sutkin, Yaakov & Susan Rich, Ben & Lauren 
Nise, Chana Esther Day, Ari & Naomi Goldberg, Eli Goldberg, Yerachmiel & Shira Martin, Josh & Lisa Rothstein and Eliana Rochel Edwards. 
ShaloSh SeudoS this Shabbos is sponsored by Ari & Naomi Goldberg in honor of Ari’s Siyum on Mishnayos Seder Kodshim. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich 

at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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must be taken by the pursued individual before resorting to vio-
lent self-defense? Discuss this topic in full detail with insights and 
chavrusa study on Shavuos, from 12-5 AM, Tuesday May 30.

 » NeW: Rabbi heller on the Parsha: Rabbi Eliyahu Heller of 
DATA began a   Parshas Hashevuah Shiur, an in-depth class on 
the Torah Portion of the Week. Class is every Wednesday, 45 mins 
before Mincha, for men & women at Congregation Toras Chaim. 
There is no charge for the class. All members and non-members 
are invited to attend

 �MoRe cleaR yeaR aFTeR yeaR: Rabbi label laM
 I have been thinking a lot recently about something I 
heard many years ago at an alumni dinner. It’s a deeply profound 
and elegant explanation given by a friend from “Yeshiva days”, who 
tragically passed away just this week. He was a young man, a father, 
a friend, a Tzadik. He briefly shared with me that night a statement, 
a one liner from Tractate Menachos, “Kesher Elyon D’Oraisa”-“The 
Top Knot is Torah”.
 Simply, it is talking about the top knot on the Tzitzis. That’s 
the plain meaning of the Talmud. The top knot of the Tzitzis is the 
Torah obligation while the other windings and knots are not.  
Avraham A explained “Kesher Elyon D’Oraisa”- The top connection 
that two people can have is through studying Torah! The most 
profound relationships in life are with those with whom we have 
studied Torah. Also the highest and deepest relationship with 
HASHEM is through the connection with Torah. “The top knot is 
D’Oraisa”. Ain’t it the truth!?
 Going out for pizza with pals and bowling with buddies 
is nice. Those experiences, though, of playing ball and joking 
around with friends are never again as current as the moment 
they happened. They are quickly catalogued in the nostalgia file. 
Thirty years later it’s hard to remember if it happened that way or 
if it merely was a childish fancy. Not so with Torah. Decades pass 
and those relationships are as alive today as then and more easily 
revived.
 Similarly, I once heard a remarkable and stunning 
statement directly from the Lubavicher Rebbe ztl at a Yurtzeit 
gathering in commemoration of the anniversary of the departure 
of his beloved mother.
 He said that one of the proofs of NESHAMA- soul is that, 
in the usual course of life, the farther a person gets away from a 
material thing the more it fades from memory. Be it time, person, 
or place- it’s hard enough to recall what we ate for lunch last week 
and even more so last year. It becomes less and less important or 
impactful, meaningful or memorable as time marches forward.
That’s how it is with all physical things. The flavor, the color, the 
entirety of the experience fades and is less influential with the 
passage of time.  However, with spiritual matters, the memories 
are persistent and even more impressive, even as the present tense 
becomes the deep past.  The Talmud tells us that a person does not 
completely understand what his Rebbe said until after 40 years have 
passed.
 So it is with the loss of a loved one. The more distant one 
travels from their time of departure from this world the more their 
truest qualities are crystalized and the more clearly we are able to 
perceive their essence.

 Perhaps because we are less distracted by the sound of 
their voice, the shape of their nose, we are able to gain a greater 
clarity of their quintessential being, their mission in life, their 
special message.  
 There was no greater spiritual event in the history of the 
world than Matan Torah- “The Giving of the Torah”. A lasting bond 
between all Jewish People for all generations was forged then by our 
common connection to Torah.  Although it happened 3329 years 
ago, even still the persistent echo from that ancient encounter is 
current and relevant as ever centuries later becoming more clear 
year after year.

 �PaRSha Q&a: baMidbaR
1. Why were the Jewish People counted so frequently? 1:1 - They are 

very dear to G-d.
2. What documents did the people bring when they were counted? 1:18 

- They brought birth records proving their tribal lineage.
3. What determined the color of the tribal flags? 2:2 - Each tribes flag 

was the color of that tribes stone in the breastplate of the kohen gadol.
4. What is the difference between an “ot” and a “degel”? 2:2 - An “ot” 

is a flag, i.e., a colored cloth that hangs from a flagpole. A degel is a 
flagpole.

5. How do we see that the Jews in the time of Moshe observed “techum 
Shabbat” - the prohibition against traveling more than 2,000 amot on 
Shabbat? 2:2 - G-d commanded them to camp no more than 2,000 
amot from the Ohel Moed. Had they camped farther, it would have 
been forbidden for them to go to the Ohel Moed on Shabbat.

6. What was the signal for the camp to travel? 2:9 - The cloud over the 
Ohel Moed departed and the kohanim sounded the trumpets.

7. What was the sum total of the counting of the 12 tribes? 2:32 - 603,550.
8. Why are Aharon’s sons called “sons of Aharon and Moshe”? 3:1 - Since 

Moshe taught them Torah, its as if he gave birth to them.
9. Who was Nadav’s oldest son? 3:4 - Nadav had no children.
10. Which two people from the Book of Esther does Rashi mention in 

this week’s Parsha? 3:7 - Bigtan and Teresh.
11. Why did the levi’im receive ma’aser rishon? 3:8 - Since the leviim 

served in the Mishkan in place of everyone else, they received tithes 
as “payment.”

12. Which groups of people were counted from the age of one month? 
3:15, 40 - The leviim, and the firstborn of Bnei Yisrae l.

13. Name the first descendant of Levi in history to be counted as an infant. 
3:15 - Levis daughter Yocheved was born while the Jewish People were 
entering Egypt. She is counted as one of the 70 people who entered 
Egypt.

14. Who assisted Moshe in counting the levi’im? 3:16 G-d.
15. Why did so many people from the tribe of Reuven support Korach 

in his campaign against Moshe? 3:29 - The tribe of Reuven was 
encamped near Korach, and were therefore influenced for the worse. 
This teaches that one should avoid living near the wicked.

16. Why did so many people from the tribes of Yehuda, Yissachar and 
Zevulun become great Torah scholars? 3:38 - The tribes of Yehuda, 
Yissachar and Zevulun were encamped near Moshe, and were 
therefore influenced for the good. This teaches that one should seek to 
live near the righteous

17. In verse 3:39 the Torah states that the total number of levi’im was 
22,000. The actual number was 22,300. Why does the Torah seem to 
ignore 300 levi’im? 3:39 - Each levi served to redeem a first-born of 
the Jewish People. Since 300 leviim were themselves firstborn, they 
themselves needed to be redeemed, and could therefore not redeem 
others.
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�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, May 26th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 
7P

 » Candlelighting – 8:09P
Shabbos day, May 27th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Mommy & Me with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – 7:00P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul – 8:00P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home 

– 8:00P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:18P

�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:15P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Before Shacharis Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » NQ Daf HaYomi Kesuvos for men (Sunday-Thursday 

following Maariv)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue & Thur, One hour before Mincha)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed, 45 minutes before Mincha)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)
 » Parenting Chaburah for women (TBD)

Good Shabbos


