
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

May 5-6, 2017  10 Iyar, 5777  Shabbos Achrei Mos-Kedoshim
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 7:55P  Shabbos Ends 9:03P

�  ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, May 5th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7P
 » Candlelighting – 7:55P

Shabbos day, May 6th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Mommy & Me with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Chumash Shiur (M&W)–6:45P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul – 7:45P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home 

– 7:45P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:03P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:00P

 �  ReFuah ShelaiMa
MeN
 » Zoosav ben Lipke (Father of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

WoMeN
 » Fanna Leah bas Shulamis (Mother of Wes Sutkin)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel)

 �What’S Nu at ctc
 » Mazel tov to Rabbi Reuven and aliza Rodin on the birth of 

a boy. Shalom Zachor tonight, starting 9:45 PM, at their home, 
7355 Briarnoll Dr., Dallas, TX 75252.

 » Welcome to Rabbi Noach and bitsy burr to our shul for Shabbos.. 
Middle School Oneg tonight at the Sutkin home.

 » Shabbaton with Rabbi yehuda oppenheimer: Congregation 
Toras Chaim is proud to present a Shabbaton at with Rabbi Ye-
huda Oppenheimer, Shabbos, May 19-20, 2017 (in formation). 
Exclusive Friday night meal, including Prime Rib & Lamb, and 
Free Shul Lunch for all in attendance at Post Kiddush Shiur.
tentative exclusive Friday Night Menu (limited to 25 People, 
$75 per person)
Fish Course
•	 Grilled Salmon Fillet
•	 Horseradish Crusted Tilapia Fillet
•	 Mediteranean Cole Slaw
•	 Heart of Palm, Tomato & Avocado Salad
•	 Green Salad Selection
•	 Chummus, Babaganoush
•	 Spinach Dip, Onion Dip
•	 Warm Artisian Rolls
•	 Paired White Wine Service During First Course

Soup Course
•	 Creamy Zucchini Soup

Plated Main Course
•	 Grilled Center Cut Ribeye Roasted Shallot Merlot Demi 

Glaze & Tobacco Onions
•	 Herb Crusted Petit Baby Lamb Chop
•	 Wasabi Mashed Potatoes
•	 Haricot Verde with Green Topped Baby Carrot
•	 Paired Wine Service

 Served Dessert
•	 Warm Apple Cobbler
•	 Parve Vanilla Ice Cream Garnished with Chocolate Sauce, 

Blueberries and Fresh Mint
 » NeW: Rabbi heller on the Parsha: Rabbi Eliyahu Heller of 

DATA will teach a  Parshas Hashevuah Shiur, an in-depth class 
on the Torah Portion of the Week. Class begins this Wednesday, 
May 10, and will run every Wednesday, 7:15-8 PM, for men & 
women at Congregation Toras Chaim. There is no charge for the 
class. All members and non-members are invited to attend.

 » 2017 ctc lag b’omer Family bbQ: Congregation Toras 
Chaim 2017 Lag B’Omer Picnic, Sunday, May 14, 5-7 PM at the 
Rich Family Home,  7119 Bremerton Ct., 75252. Horseshoe Tour-
nament for Men & Women, Boys & Girls. Delicious BBQ & Cold 
Beer; Facepainting & Music; R&R in comfort of Rich Family 
Backyard. Pricing: Early Bird Family Max (By End of Day Sun-
day May 7): $36; Early Bird Individual (By End of Day Sunday 
May 7): $10; Family Max (After May 7): $50; Individual (After 
May 7): $15

 �youR Whole beiNg iS holy: Rabbi label laM
 HASHEM spoke to Moshe saying, “Speak to the entire 
assembly of the Children of Israel and say to them, “You shall Be 
Holy, for Holy am I, HASHEM, your G-d.”” (Vayikra 19:1)
 
If this statement to “be holy” is not a Commandment, then what is 
it? What is expected from us, “the entire assembly of the Children 
of Israel”? How do we go about being holy? What is the measuring 
stick? What are the guidelines? How do we know if we’ve done it 
or that we are doing it right?  Where is the Shulchan Aruch – Code 
of Jewish Law on being holy? For everything else there is precision 
guidance. For the business of being holy we are left on our own? 
Why? 
 It’s interesting that there is very little written and detailed 
instruction in another super important area of life. People cry 
out for help with desperation all the time and yet the rule book is 
hidden and seemingly non-existent.  
 When it comes to the major project of parenting the next 
generation of loyal Jews we basically have one line from Shlomo 
HaMelech, “Raise the child according to his way, and then when he 
grows old he will not depart from it!” (Mishlei 22:6)  Again, why are 
there no specifics?
 It depends on the particular nature of the child.   What 
works for one may fail another. There can be a general expectation 
of uniform behavior and a collective approach to teaching but 
true educational training is individualistic. Shlomo HaMelech did 
not say raise children according their way, he said raise the child 
according to his way. The group-think model can only go so far if 
we expect that when that child grows old he will not depart from it! 
 Rabbi Kalish, the Rosh HaYeshiva from Waterbury said, 
“Let’s say that 5 boys missed morning Davening. I can devise a way 
that they will be at Davening tomorrow morning, but I want them 
to be at Davening 40 years from now.”  That far-sighted dimension 
of wise advice, “so when he grows old he will not depart from it” 
compels us to design a unique strategy for each child, including 
ourselves.   
 I heard from my Rebbe that there are two ways that Jews 
cook -ripen -develop. The old fashioned style is the way a roast is 
prepared. It is covered with spices and broiled at 450 degrees for 3 
hours. At one point it is toasty on the outside but it could be that 
when you slice it open you might discover it is frozen and raw on 
the inside. Not done yet!  
 Then there is a newer high tech approach represented by 
the microwave. Put in a frozen hotdog and after a few minutes there 

kidduSh this Shabbos is sponsored by the members of the Guarantee Kiddush Club: Wes & Tricia Sutkin, Yaakov & Susan Rich, Ben & Lauren Nise, Chana 
Esther Day, Ari & Naomi Goldberg, Eli Goldberg, Ibriy & Amy Martin, Josh & Lisa Rothstein and Eliana Rochel Edwards. ShaloSh SeudoS this Shabbos is 

sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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may still be ice crystals on the outside but when you bite into it you 
burn your tongue. There’s an invisible fire within.
 The ideal education, the Chovos HaLevavos points out, 
is accomplished when the external training meets the fire within. 
So too an aspiring musician must practice scales and learn music 
theory. He is not a musician though until he expresses himself from 
the inside- out. Without the classic training he would not be able 
to articulate his musicality. Without inspiration his musical talents 
will wither. 
 “Be Holy” challenges us to express ourselves, our deepest 
selves. The Piacezno Rebbe said, “It is not sufficient to act holy but 
one must become holy.” “Be creative and contribute to the world. 
Give it the best you have. Make a niche for yourself that will always 
be felt in the world.”  Playing this life with your whole being is holy!  

 �the tatoo taboo aNd PeRMaNeNt MakeuP too: 
Rabbi yehuda SPitz

 There is a widespread myth, especially among secular American 
Jews, that a Jew with a tattoo may not be buried in a Jewish cemetery. This 
prevalent belief, whose origin possibly lies with Jewish Bubbies wanting to 
ensure that their grandchildren did not stray too far from the proper path, 
is truly nothing more than a common misconception with absolutely no 
basis in Jewish law. Jewish burial is not dependant on whether or not one 
violated Torah law, and tattooing is no different in this matter than any 
other Biblical prohibition.
 This mistaken belief was personally hammered home to this 
author several years back, when my chavrusa, the indefatigable Rabbi Jeff 
Seidel, requested our hosting several secular youth for a Rosh Hashana 
meal. One stood out in particular, due both to his gargantuan buff size, as 
well as his every movement screaming military. This former U.S. soldier, 
in Jerusalem discovering his roots after returning from a tour of duty in 
Afghanistan, sported a few tattoos. Our four year-old daughter stared 
fascinated at the artwork along his arms and asked innocently why he had 
colored on himself. He replied, (as he dipped his challah into sugar), that it 
was a “mistake”, but she shouldn’t worry because he was going to get them 
taken off since he wanted to be buried in a Jewish cemetery.
 The Source The Torah states, “You shall not etch a tattoo on 
yourselves, I am Hashem”. This prohibition only applies if the individual 
performs a two-step process, perforating the skin and filling the resulting 
hole(s) with ink, causing the mark to become (at least semi-) permanent. 
The Mishna and Gemara clarify that the Torah attached the extra “I am 
Hashem” to this proscription, demonstrating the significance that is 
inherent in this prohibition, as tattooing is connected to idolatry. The 
Rambam, Sefer Hachinuch, and Tur explain that this prohibition originated 
as a Jewish response to idol worship and paganism, as it was common 
practice for them to tattoo themselves, essentially branding themselves 
publicly as idolaters, enslaved to whichever god they served. Judaism 
prohibited tattoos entirely, in order to completely disassociate itself from 
other religions.
 Micro-pigmentation Micro-pigmentation, also known as derma-
pigmentation or permanent make-up, is a recent development in the world 
of beauty aids. This process entails a needle depositing colored pigments into 
the skin’s dermal layer, the layer between the permanent base layer (where 
full tattoos are done, making them permanent) and the constantly changing 
outer layer, the epidermis. This procedure, usually done on the lips and 
around the eyes, giving a “just made-up” look, eliminates the need for tedious 
daily make-up application, and is semi-permanent, lasting between three to 
five years. The question becomes, is derma-pigmentation permitted by Torah 
law, or is it intrinsically just another form of prohibited tattooing?
 The answer is based on understanding several nuances in the 

Biblical prohibition.
 What is Writing? The term used by the Torah to refer to 
tattooing, is “Kesoves ka’ka”, literally “writing incisions”. The fact that the 
Torah calls tattooing a form of writing leads many Rishonim to infer that 
the Biblical prohibition expressly refers to writing at least one actual letter. 
Others do not accept this conjecture, and maintain that all tattooing is 
assur min HaTorah. However, all agree any other type of tattoo such as a 
picture or shape would still be forbidden, at least Rabbinically.
 Pondering Permanence One of a proper tattoo’s hallmarks is its 
permanence, with a lifetime guarantee. This is due to ink being injected 
deep in the subcutaneous dermis, and showing through the epidermis 
(outer layer of skin). Many Rishonim therefore conclude that the Biblical 
prohibition specifically refers to a permanent tattoo which will last a 
lifetime; all other tattoos involving skin piercing would only be prohibited 
Rabbinically. However, it must be noted that other Rishonim make no 
mention of such a condition of permanence in the original Biblical 
prohibition.
 idolatrous intent Additionally, it is possible that one violates the 
prohibition of tattooing on a Biblical level only if his intention is for idolatry. 
As mentioned previously, one of the purposes of this commandment was 
to noticeably keep the Jews separate from their pagan and idolatrous 
neighbors. Several authorities, including the Chasam Sofer, surmise that if 
one would tattoo himself for an entirely different purpose, he would have 
violated a Rabbinic injunction against tattooing and not the full Biblical 
one. Yet, other authorities are hesitant to recognize this supposition and 
maintain that intent is irrelevant; all tattooing is assur min HaTorah.
 Managing Micro-pigmentation So where does that leave us 
with micro-pigmentation?It would seem that at the very least it would fall 
under the Rabbinic prohibition of tattooing, if not the full Biblical one. 
Yet, dependant on how the Rishonim understood the Biblical prohibition, 
there are some mitigating factors. First of all, cosmetic tattooing of 
permanent make-up is not “written” in letters, nor is it actually permanent, 
instead lasting for several years. Additionally, since there is no idolatrous 
intent, rather its being performed in the name of beauty, has led several 
authorities to permit its use. However, the vast majority of contemporary 
authorities reject such leniency, with the near unanimous view forbidding 
such procedures, maintaining that even with such rationales, derma-
pigmentation would still, at the very least, fall under the Rabbinic 
prohibition of tattooing.
 Yet, in case of extraordinary circumstances, such as pressing 
medical need, or preserving human dignity (Kavod Habrios) such as 
scar removal or blemish correction, many contemporary authorities 
are inclined to permit such procedures, as according to most Rishonim 
cosmetic tattooing would merely violate a Rabbinic injunction, and the 
Gemara states “one may violate a Rabbinic prohibition to preserve human 
dignity”. This would be similar to undergoing elective cosmetic corrective 
surgery, which would be permitted, even though there is a prohibition 
against inflicting a wound upon oneself. However, the consensus is that 
“just for the sake of beauty” does not seem to be enough of a reason to 
allow a halachic dispensation for cosmetic tattooing.
 To sum up the Torah perspective on the matter, I quote the words 
of mv”r Rabbi Yonason Wiener in a related interview with the Jerusalem 
Post, “The ancient Greeks worshipped their bodies and tried to annihilate 
the small Jewish minority who saw man as more than muscle and flesh. 
This was a battle of superficiality against spiritually. Tattooing represents 
the Greek ideal that beauty is skin deep. We won the battle of Chanuka but 
the war continues to this day. The Jewish religion is more than skin deep!!”
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�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Before Shacharis Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » NQ Daf HaYomi Kesuvos for men (Sunday-Thursday 8:15P)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue & Thur 7-8P)
 » Chassidus (10 mins after weekday mincha)
 » Pirkei Avos/Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins 

before mincha)
 » Marriage Chaburah for women (TBD)

Good Shabbos


