
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

June 16-17, 2017  23 Sivan, 5777  Shabbos Shelach
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 8:20P  Shabbos Ends 9:28P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, June 16th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7P
 » Candlelighting – 8:20P

Shabbos day, June 17th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Mommy & Me with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – 7:10P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men (shul) – 8:10P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children (Rich home) – 8:10P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:28P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:25P

 �  ReFuah Shelaima
meN
 » Menachem Mendel ben Sorah (Travis Katz)
 » Zoosav ben Lipke (Father of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

WomeN
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Fanna Leah bas Shulamis (Mother of Wes Sutkin)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel)

 �What’S Nu at ctc
 » Zos brisi for men with Rabbi yaakov Rich: beginning, mon-

day, June 19, 30 mins before mincha. This groundbreaking 
work, written specifically for teenage boys and men, deals with 
a topic that is crucial to our spiritual growth. In nineteen lucid, 
very readable chapters, the subject of maintaining our purity in 
thought, word and action is presented in a sensitive and inspir-
ing way. The book is divided into three sections: The Challenge, 
which explains the greatness of maintaining moral purity ver-
sus the spiritual damage of not doing so; Dealing with Nisyonos, 
which cites an array of sources on why we are tested spiritually 
and stories of those who overcame great tests in this area; and 
Battle Plans which outlines ways to overcome such tests and 
paths of teshuvah for those who have previously failed. This book 
bears approbations from Rav Chaim Kanievsky, Rav Shmuel Ka-
menetsky, Rav Mattisyahu Salomon and Rav Yaakov Hillel. The 
thousands of copies sold bear witness to how its contents are of 
great benefit to all. It is also an indispensable handbook for me-
chanchim whose students confide in them when dealing with 
these challenges.

 » Parenting chaburah for women with Rebbetzin Susan Rich: 
beginning, Sunday, June 25, 7-7:45 Pm. It is a new parenting  
discussion group based on the enlightening teachings of Rav 
Mattisyahu Solomon.

 » 7 am Shacharis with bagel breakfast to include our Elementary 
& High School Boys.

 » Rabbi heller on the Parsha: Rabbi Eliyahu Heller of DATA will 
teach a  Parshas Hashevuah Shiur, an in-depth class on the To-
rah Portion of the Week. Class begins this Wednesday 7:30-8:15 
PM, for men & women at Congregation Toras Chaim. There is no 

charge for the class. All members and non-members are invited 
to attend.

 » learn to learn the talmud: Talmud study is one of the most 
challenging endeavors for a man without formal yeshiva train-
ing. Yet, it is also the most rewarding. Now at Congregation Toras 
Chaim you too can experience the struggle and inspiration of 
the Talmudic experience, tracing the thread of Divine knowledge 
from the Torah verse  to the Mishnah (200 CE)  to the Gemara 
(500 CE), through the Rishonim (early commentaries, 1000-
1500 CE), Shulchan Aruch (1500 CE) and Achronim (more re-
cent commentaries, 1500 CE – Present). In addition to Talmudic 
arguments, you will learn grammar and word roots in both He-
brew and Aramaic. Plus, reinforce the lesson with a study part-
ner during the hour session. You will even become familiar with 
Rashi and Tosafos, the primary commentaries to the Talmud. The 
goal is not to finish an entire tractate, but to get a serious taste 
for real world Talmud study and Psak Halacha (how to decide 
a matter of Jewish law) by focusing on a single chapter in the 
Talmud. This class, open for men, will take place Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings, 7:15-8:15 PM, at Congregation Toras Chaim, 
7103 Mumford Ct., Dallas, TX 75252. Cost: There is a $15 cost 
for this class which includes the Talmudic study book and other 
materials.

 �muSt Not buSt the tRuSt: Rabbi label lam
 HASHEM spoke to Moshe and Aaron, saying, “How 
much longer will this evil (AIDA) congregation who are causing 
to complain against Me [exist]? The complaints of the children 
of Israel which they caused them to complain against Me, I have 
heard. (Bamidbar 14:26-27)
 this evil (AIDA) congregation: This refers to the spies;  
from here we derive that a congregation  (“a minyan”) numbers [a 
minimum of] ten. — Rashi
 What constitutes a(n) (AIDA) congregation?  We need a(n) 
(AIDA) congregation, a Minyan for all matters of public holiness 
(“davar shebekedusha”), to read the Torah, to say Kedusha, Kaddish, 
Barchu, to repeat Shemona Esrei, to make Sheva Brochos, and the 
list goes on.  Rashi spared us a few steps in the math equation. From 
a series of seemingly disconnected verses a thread of common 
words are joined and using the Torah as a self-referential dictionary 
our Sages build a bridge to the definition of a Minyan.
 In one verse it is written, “And I shall be sanctified (b’toch) 
among the Children of Israel”.  In another, by the incident with 
Korach G-d tells Korach, “. . . separate (m’toch) from among this 
evil (AIDA) congregation.” From the connection between TOCH 
and TOCH – among and among, we learn to link the concept 
of G-d being sanctified- to a congregation. Now the size of that 
congregation, an AIDA, is derived from the Meraglim, the spies. 
There were twelve spies and two remained loyal and remained clean 
from the evil report that discouraged the masses. So when the verse 
states, “How much longer will this evil (AIDA) congregation who 
are causing to complain against Me [exist]?” we get the final puzzle 
piece that a Minyan is minimally a group of ten.  
 It’s a wonder that we learn how to sanctify HASHEM 
from these evil and disgruntled groups! There must be a good 
reason or two. In the 2nd of the Ten Commandments the following 
pronouncement is made, “You shall neither prostrate yourself 

kidduSh this Shabbos is sponsored by the members of the Guarantee Kiddush Club: Wes & Tricia Sutkin, Yaakov & 
Susan Rich, Ben & Lauren Nise, Chana Esther Day, Ari & Naomi Goldberg, Eli Goldberg, Yerachmiel & Shira Martin, 
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before them nor worship them, for I, the Lord, your God, am a 
zealous God, Who visits the iniquity of the fathers upon the sons, 
upon the third and the fourth generation of those who hate Me, and 
[I] perform loving kindness to thousands [of generations], to those 
who love Me and to those who keep My Commandments. (Shemos 
20:5-6)
 Alert to the fact that there are not 2000 generations Rashi 
explains,  “It is thus found that the measure of reward [from God] 
exceeds the measure of [His] retribution by [the ratio of] one to five 
hundred, for this one is for four generations, and that one is for two 
thousand generations.”
 Incredibly, that statement is only meant to demonstrate 
and deliver the mathematical ratio that HASHEM is 500 times 
more rewarding than punishing. First thing to learn is- before we 
complain about how bad things seem we should first notice 500 
ways that life is working well. That should quiet the complainer 
within.
 Also, when discussing the consequences of not performing 
Bris Mila or not partaking the Korbon Pesach, the Chidushei HaRim  
infers in the positive direction from the harsh result in the negative. 
If one is “cut off” for failing to comply with these two Mitzvos, then 
500 times more so one is attached, connected, bonded for their 
performance.
 Maybe we can employ the same logic regarding a Minyan. 
If ten people were able to discourage an entire nation, delaying 
the entering of the Land of Israel for 40 years, and frustrating a 
generation then how much more so in the positive direction, at 
least 500 times more so, when ten men join to sanctify the name of 
HASHEM publicly, will that serve to inspire an entire nation, raise 
our highest hopes, and bring us closer to the land of our dreams.   

 �PaRSha q&a: Shelach
1. Why is the portion about the meraglim written immediately 

after the portion about Miriam’s tzara’at? 13:2 - To show the 
evil of the meraglim (spies), that they saw Miriam punished for 
lashon hara (negative speech) yet failed to take a lesson from it.

2. To what was Moshe referring when he asked the meraglim 
“Are there trees in the land”? 13:20 - Were there any righteous 
people in the land whose merit would “shade” the Canaanites 
from attack?

3. Who built Hebron? 13:22 - Cham.
4. Which fruits did the meraglim bring back? 13:23 - A cluster of 

grapes, a pomegranate and a fig.
5. How many people carried the grape cluster? 13:23 - Eight.
6. Why did G-d shorten the meraglim’s journey? 13:25 - G-d knew 

the Jews would sin and be punished with a year’s wandering for 
each day of the spies’ mission. So He shortened the journey to 
soften the decree.

7. Why did the meraglim begin by saying the land is “flowing 
with milk and honey”? 13:27 - Any lie which doesn’t start with 
an element of truth won’t be believed. Therefore, they began 
their false report with a true statement.

8. Why did the meraglim list Amalek first among the hostile 
nations they encountered? 13:29 - To frighten the Jews. The 
Jewish People were afraid of Amalek because Amalek had once 
attacked them.

9. How did Calev quiet the people? 13:30 - He fooled them by 
shouting, “Is this all that the son of Amram did to us?” The 
people quieted themselves to hear what disparaging thing 
Calev wished to say about the “son of Amram” (Moshe).

10. Why did the Land appear to “eat its inhabitants”? 13:32 - G-d 
caused many deaths among the Canaanites so they would 
be preoccupied with burying their dead and not notice the 
meraglim.

11. Besides the incident of the meraglim, what other sin led to the 
decree of 40 years in the desert? 13:33 - The golden calf.

12. On what day did Bnei Yisrael cry due to the meraglim’s report? 
How did this affect future generations? 14:1 - The 9th of Av 
(Tisha B’av). This date therefore became a day of crying for all 
future generations: Both Temples were destroyed on this date.

13. “Don’t fear the people of the Land...their defense is departed.” 
(14:9) Who was their chief “defender”? 14:9 - Iyov.

14. Calev and Yehoshua praised Eretz Canaan and tried to assure 
the people that they could be victorious. How did the people 
respond? 14:10 - They wanted to stone them.

15. “How long shall I bear this evil congregation?” G-d is referring 
to the 10 meraglim who slandered the Land. What halacha do 
we learn from this verse? 14:27 - That ten men are considered 
a congregation.

16. How is the mitzvah of challa different from other mitzvot 
associated with Eretz Yisrael? 15:18 - The obligation to observe 
other mitzvot associated with Eretz Yisrael began only after the 
possession and division of the Land. The mitzvah of challa was 
obligatory immediately upon entering the Land.

17. What is the minimum amount of challa to be given to a 
kohen according to Torah Law? Rabbinic Law? 15:20 - No 
fixed amount is stated by the Torah. Rabbinic Law requires a 
household to give 1/24 and a baker to give 1/48.

18. Verse 15:22 refers to what sin? How does the text indicate 
this? 15:22 - Idolatry. “All these commandments” means 
one transgression which is equal to transgressing all the 
commandments - i.e. idolatry.

19. Moshe’s doubt regarding the punishment of the mekoshesh 
etzim (wood-gatherer) was different than his doubt regarding 
the punishment of the blasphemer. How did it differ? 15:34 - 
Moshe knew that the mekoshesh etzim was liable for the death 
penalty, but not which specific means of death. Regarding the 
blasphemer, Moshe didn’t know if he was liable for the death 
penalty.

20. How do the tzitzit remind us of the 613 commandments? 15:39 
- The numerical value of the word tzitzit is 600. Tzitzit have 
eight threads and five knots. Add these numbers and you get 
613.
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�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, June 16th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7P
 » Candlelighting – 8:20P

Shabbos day, June 17th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Mommy & Me with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – 7:10P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men (shul) – 8:10P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children (Rich home) – 8:10P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:28P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A

 » Weekday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:25P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Before Shacharis Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Sefer Zos Brisi for men (Mondays, 30 mins before mincha)
 » NQ Daf HaYomi Kesuvos for men (Sunday-Thursday 

following Maariv)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue & Thur, One hour before Mincha)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed, 45 minutes before Mincha)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before mincha)
 » Parenting Chaburah for women (Beginning, Sunday, June 25, 

7-7:45 PM)

Good Shabbos


