
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

June 9-10, 2017  16 Sivan, 5777  Shabbos Beha’aloscha
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 8:17P  Shabbos Ends 9:25P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, June 9th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7P
 » Candlelighting – 8:17P

Shabbos day, June 10th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Mommy & Me with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – 7:05P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul – 8:05P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home 

– 8:05P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:25P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:20P

 �  ReFuah Shelaima
meN
 » Menachem Mendel ben Sorah (Travis Katz)
 » Zoosav ben Lipke (Father of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

WomeN
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Fanna Leah bas Shulamis (Mother of Wes Sutkin)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel)

 �What’S Nu at ctc
 » Rabbi heller on the Parsha: Rabbi Eliyahu Heller of DATA will 

teach a  Parshas Hashevuah Shiur, an in-depth class on the To-
rah Portion of the Week. Class begins this Wednesday 7:30-8:15 
PM, for men & women at Congregation Toras Chaim. There is no 
charge for the class. All members and non-members are invited 
to attend.

 » learn to learn the talmud: Talmud study is one of the most 
challenging endeavors for a man without formal yeshiva train-
ing. Yet, it is also the most rewarding. Now at Congregation Toras 
Chaim you too can experience the struggle and inspiration of 
the Talmudic experience, tracing the thread of Divine knowledge 
from the Torah verse  to the Mishnah (200 CE)  to the Gemara 
(500 CE), through the Rishonim (early commentaries, 1000-
1500 CE), Shulchan Aruch (1500 CE) and Achronim (more re-
cent commentaries, 1500 CE – Present). In addition to Talmudic 
arguments, you will learn grammar and word roots in both He-
brew and Aramaic. Plus, reinforce the lesson with a study part-
ner during the hour session. You will even become familiar with 
Rashi and Tosafos, the primary commentaries to the Talmud. The 
goal is not to finish an entire tractate, but to get a serious taste 
for real world Talmud study and Psak Halacha (how to decide 
a matter of Jewish law) by focusing on a single chapter in the 
Talmud. This class, open for men, will take place Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings, 7:15-8:15 PM, at Congregation Toras Chaim, 
7103 Mumford Ct., Dallas, TX 75252. Cost: There is a $15 cost 
for this class which includes the Talmudic study book and other 
materials.

 �muSt Not buSt the tRuSt: Rabbi label lam
 Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moshe regarding the 
Cushite woman he had married, for he had married a Cushite 
woman. They said, “Has HASHEM spoken only to Moshe?! Hasn’t 
He spoken to us too?!” And HASHEM heard. Now this man Moshe 

was exceedingly humble, more so than any person on the face of the 
earth.  HASHEM suddenly said to Moshe, Aaron and Miriam, “Go 
out, all three of you, to the Tent of Meeting!” And all three went out.   
 HASHEM descended in a pillar of cloud and stood at the 
entrance of the Tent. He called to Aaron and Miriam, and they both 
went out. He said, “Please listen to My words. If there be prophets 
among you, [I] HASHEM will make Myself known to him in a 
vision; I will speak to him in a dream.   Not so is My servant Moshe; 
he is faithful throughout My house. With him I speak mouth to 
mouth; in a vision and not in riddles, and he beholds the image of 
HASHEM. So why were you not afraid to speak against My servant 
Moshe?  The anger of HASHEM flared against them and He left.  
The cloud departed from above the Tent, and behold, Miriam was 
afflicted with Tzaraas, as snow. Then Aaron turned to Miriam and 
behold, she was afflicted with Tzaraas. (Bamidbar 12:1-10)
 Like forensic scientists we are invited to this subtle crime 
scene to figure out, after the fact, what had occurred. With help 
from Rashi and the Sages we begin to unravel the facts of the case. 
Miriam and Aaron assumed Moshe was on their level of prophecy. 
They expressed sincere concern about his extra measure of piety 
that he had separated from his wife Tzipora. What they failed to 
realize is that he was on call and needed to be ready to receive a 
prophetic message 24/7.
 Only after the matter is spelled out to Aaron and Miriam 
is the punishment meted out. We have an open window into 
and a model of “the ways of HASHEM”. Rashi tells us, “After He 
had informed them of their transgression, He issued a decree of 
excommunication against them. All the more so, should a mortal 
not become angry with his friend before he informs him of his 
offense.” — Rashi
 Why should a person explain the nature of the violation 
before expressing anger and carrying out a punishment? Maybe the 
answer is too obvious already. 1) Firstly, it slows down the action 
reaction of response.  2) A punishment is not an act of vengeance 
for the past, but rather it is an educational tool for the future. If 
someone does not have clarity on what they did wrong, correcting 
behavior becomes a mission impossible. 3) If the recipient of the 
penalty does not understand the nature of his crime not only will 
he not learn a lesson but he will feel resentment, assuming the 
chastisement was arbitrary or an abuse of power. They will begin to 
doubt the judgment of the authority or worse their own perception 
of reality. 4) Wrongly assuming one understands the reason for 
your upset can lead to a total breakdown in the relationship. This 
happens happens all the time!  
 Norman Raymond Frederick Maier was an American 
experimental psychologist who was famous for inducing neurosis 
in rats by switching the reward and punishment trigger. Every time 
the creature figured out which door would deliver a prize the next 
time that door gave a shock. The door that had been booby-trapped 
to deliver a shock was then converted into the door that delivered a 
treat. 
 In search of food, the rat approaches each door cautiously 
not knowing whether it will receive a jolt or a goody. Professor 
Maier describes how the rat eventually sits equidistant from the two 
doors and resigns to starve rather than risk getting zapped. At this 
point even I begin to feel sorry for the poor rat.
 Life is filled with teachable moments. Everyone has a need 
to know “why” so they can make sense out of a situation and figure 
out a better “how”. Then even an affliction can be filled with meaning 
and feel like a hug. Kids who come to my office know already that 
they are not in trouble- that is if they learn a lesson and improve.  If 

kidduSh this Shabbos is sponsored by the members of the Guarantee Kiddush Club: Wes & Tricia Sutkin, Yaakov & 
Susan Rich, Ben & Lauren Nise, Chana Esther Day, Ari & Naomi Goldberg, Eli Goldberg, Yerachmiel & Shira Martin, 
Josh & Lisa Rothstein and Eliana Rochel Edwards. ShaloSh SeudoS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul.  

Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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HASHEM, the ultimate authority, truly deserving of absolute trust 
spells out the reasons first, then we mere mortals must not bust the 
trust.   

 �the PeoPle aRe “like” comPlaiNeRS: abaRbaNel
 Chapter eleven in this Torah portion begins with a very 
enigmatic verse: “And the people were like complainers; evil in the 
ears of G-d, and G-d heard and his wrath flared and a fire of G-d 
burned against them, and it consumed at the edge of the camp”. 
Curiously, they are not referred to simply as “complainers”. Rather, 
they are described as “like complainers”. Furthermore, we are not 
told what they were complaining about.
 Abarbanel explains that despite the fact that Jewish People 
had spent an entire year at Sinai where they had received the 
Torah with its teachings and Divine admonitions, they never really 
abandoned the heretical beliefs that they had absorbed in Egypt. 
Similarly, they had imitated the crass Egyptian character, especially 
in regard to eating and drinking. Here, at Sinai, in a place where 
the Divine Torah should have straightened out their crooked beliefs 
and character, the Egyptian influence still could not be completely 
erased. Despite the fact that they were accompanied by the Ark of 
the Covenant and led by the Clouds of Glory, the two episodes that 
begin this chapter illustrate the failure of belief and character which 
remained with them.
 The Hebrew word that is usually translated as “complainers” 
actually means, in the context of our text, “those who sought a 
pretext to complain”. Abarbanel then transfigures the rest of the 
verse so that it reads as follows: “They sought pretexts to prove that 
G-d’s ears were bad”; that is to say, that G-d did not pay attention 
to the everyday words and actions of the people. This is similar to 
the verse in Psalms 94:7: “And they said that Gd will not see, G-d 
will not understand.” Their belief was that G-d was not aware of and 
did not relate to the details of everyday, lowly physical existence. 
They expressed this belief now because Moshe had just said in the 
previous verse (10:36): “Arise, G-d, and let Your foes be scattered, 
let those who hate You flee from before You. And when it (the Ark) 
rested, he (Moshe) would say, ‘Reside tranquilly, O, G-d, among the 
myriad thousands of Israel’.”
 The people were essentially mocking Moshe’s words. They 
didn’t believe that G-d really resided amongst them, that He was 
attuned to them. Yet they are still described as like those looking 
for a pretext because they were not totally denying the concept of 
Divine Providence. They understood that it applied to well-known 
and publicized miraculous interventions in nature. Rather, they 
were looking for a pretext to deny Gd’s providence in regard to the 
details of everyday life.
 Since their transgression does involve an overtly public 
action, the Torah does not go into further detail. Rather, to counter 
their claim that G-d does not hear, the Torah says explicitly that 
G-d heard. To counter their claim that G-d was not personally 
involved on an individual basis, G-d made sure that they would 
recognize Him through the punishment of fire, which was directed 
miraculously and specifically against only those who were guilty. 
The fire burned only on the “edge” of the camp, indicating that it 
was a miraculous fire, not a natural one which would have normally 
spread further. The people cried out to Moshe, who then prayed to 

G-d. To further demonstrate the uniquely personal and providential 
nature of the fire, it was then immediately absorbed into the ground.

 �PaRSha q&a: beha’aloScha
1. Toward which direction did the wicks of the Menorah burn, 

and why? 8:2 - They leaned toward the middle wick so people 
wouldn’t say that the Menorah was lit for its light.

2. From what material and in what manner was the Menorah 
made? 8:4 - It was made from one solid piece of hammered 
gold.

3. Moshe was commanded to cleanse the levi’im by sprinkling on 
them “mei chatat.” What is “mei chatat”? 8:7 - Water containing 
ashes of the para aduma.

4. Which three “t’nufot” (wavings) are in the parsha? 8:11 - The 
wavings of Kehat, Gershon and Merari.

5. Why did G-d claim the first-born of the Jewish People as His 
possession? 8:17 - Because in Egypt He spared them during 
makat bechorot.

6. Why are the words “Bnei Yisrael” repeated five times in verse 
8:19? 8:19 - To show G-d’s love for them.

7. When a levi reaches age 50, which functions may he still 
perform? 8:25 - Closing the courtyard gates of the Mishkan 
and Beit Hamikdash; singing during the avoda; loading the 
wagons to transport the Mishkan.

8. Why was the mitzvah of Pesach Sheini not commanded 
directly to Moshe? 9:7 - The people who asked about it were 
rewarded by being the catalyst for the teaching of this mitzvah.

9. What similarity is there between the Menorah and the 
trumpets? 8:4, 10:2 - They were each made from a single, solid 
block.

10. What three purposes did trumpet signals serve? 10:2-7 - 
Announcement of the gathering of Bnei Yisrael, the gathering 
of the nesi’im, and the beginning of a move of the encampment.

11. How many tribes marched between the Gershon-Merari 
detachment and that of Kehat? How was the time differential 
used? 10:17-21 - Three: Reuven, Shimon and Gad. In the 
meantime Gershon and Merari set up the Mishkan.

12. The tribe of Dan, who traveled last, was called “the gatherer of 
all the camps.” What did they gather? 10:25 - They gathered 
and returned things lost by the other tribes.

13. When the Jewish People entered the Land, who took temporary 
possession of Jericho? 10:32 - The children of Yitro.

14. Which aron is referred to in verse 10:33? 10:33 - The aron 
which held the broken pieces of the first tablets, that was taken 
to the battlefront.

15. Which two topics are out of chronological order in the parsha? 
9:1, 10:35,36 - The Pesach sacrifice, and the traveling of the 
aron.

16. Which tastes did the manna not offer, and why not? 11:5 - 
Cucumbers, melons, leeks, onion and garlic - these are harmful 
to nursing women.

17. Moshe was commanded to choose 70 elders to help him lead 
the Jewish People. What happened to the elders who led the 
Jewish People in Egypt? 11:16 - They were consumed in the fire 
at Taverah (11:3).
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�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:20P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Before Shacharis Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » NQ Daf HaYomi Kesuvos for men (Sunday-Thursday 

following Maariv)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue & Thur, One hour before Mincha)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed, 45 minutes before Mincha)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)
 » Parenting Chaburah for women (TBD)

Good Shabbos


