
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

July 7-July 8, 2017  14 Tammuz, 5777  Shabbos Balak
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 8:20P  Shabbos Ends 9:29P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, July 7th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 7P
 » Candlelighting – 8:20P

Shabbos day, June 8th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Mommy & Me with Tricia Sutkin–10:15A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – 7:10P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men (shul) – 8:10P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children (Rich home) – 8:10P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:29P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:20P
�FaSt 17 tammuz (Tuesday, July 11)
 » Shacharis–6:45A
 » Begins–4:59A
 » Mincha/Maariv–8:05P
 » Ends–9:21P

 �ReFuah Shelaima
meN
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Menachem Mendel ben Sorah (Travis Katz)
 » Zoosav ben Lipke (Father of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

WomeN
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Fanna Leah bas Shulamis (Mother of Wes Sutkin)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel)

 �What’S Nu
 » Gathering of Repentance and Prayer: Dear Friends, Over the 

past few months, our community has received harsh news of 
illness, hardship and sadness. Yesterday, R’ Aryeh Feigenbaum 
shared with the community that he is undergoing treatment for 
lymphoma. On Sunday evening, July 9th, 7:30 Pm, ohr hato-
rah will be having a gathering of repentance and prayer. We in-
vite the entire Dallas Jewish community to join us and ask that 
Hashem send us all health, happiness, prosperity and peace. There 
will be words shared by R’ Feigenbaum and others, followed by 
Tehillim. Mincha and Maariv will follow at 8:20 PM. Sincerely, R’ 
Ezra Sarna, Shmuli Herskovits

 » customs of the three weeks
curtailing Rejoicing
•	 Weddings should not be performed during this period.
•	 Engagements may take place with a meal until the 1st of Av. 

From the 1st of Av until after Tisha B’Av they may take place 
with refreshments only.

•	 Dancing and playing or listening to music is prohibited. A mu-
sician who earns his living by playing for non-Jews may do so 
until the 1st of Av.

•	 The custom is to refrain from reciting the blessing 
“sh’hecheyanu” on new garments or fruit, except on Shabbat. 
Pregnant women or ill people who need the fruit may eat it 

normally. New garments that don’t require this blessing may be 
purchased and worn until the 1st of Av.

haircuts, Shaving, cutting Nails
•	 The custom is to refrain from taking a haircut, including the 

beard. An adult may not even give a haircut to a child.
•	 Trimming the mustache is permitted if it interferes with eating. 

Combing and brushing the hair is permitted.
•	 A person who usually shaves daily (in a permitted manner) 

and would suffer business or financial loss by not shaving, may 
do so until the 1st of Av, or at most until the Friday before Ti-
sha B’Av. In any case, one should consult a competent rabbi.

•	 A married woman may remove hair that protrudes from under 
her hair covering, and facial or bodily hair that may be unnat-
tractive to her husband.

•	 Cutting the nails is permitted until the Friday before Tisha 
B’Av. Even then it is permitted for a woman before immersion, 
or for a man as well, in honor of the Shabbat (for example if 
Tisha B’Av is on Shabbat and postponed to Sunday, or if it is 
on Sunday itself).

 �the liNGeRiNG evil: Rabbi label lam
 The children of Israel journeyed and encamped in the 
plains of Moab, across the Jordan from Jericho. Balak the son of 
Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. Moab became 
terrified of the people, for they were numerous, and Moab became 
disgusted because of the children of Israel. moab said to the elders 
of midian, “Now this assembly will eat up everything around us, as 
the ox eats up the greens of the field. Balak the son of Zippor was 
king of Moab at that time. (Bamidbar 22:1-4)
 to the elders of midian: But did they not always hate 
each other, as it says, “who defeated Midian in the field of Moab” 
(Gen. 36:35), when Midian came against Moab in battle? However, 
because of their mutual fear of Israel they made peace with each 
other… – Rashi
 Something is seriously wrong with this picture. Balak, 
the king of Moab reaches out to his arch enemy Midian to request 
assistance to defeat their common enemy Israel. There is nothing 
terribly unusual about that. The old political strategy applied then 
as it did then, “the enemy of my enemy is my friend”. When it comes 
to survival political expedience supersedes all principles. The old 
in politics is, “there are no permanent friends, only permanent 
interests.” It makes perfect sense that Bilaam and Balak team up.  
What is that does not make sense?
 If it is survival they seek and that’s what drives their 
partnership, there is an easier solution and it’s not a secret. Bilaam 
himself declares in reference to the Jewish People, “He crouches and 
lies like a lion and like a lioness; who will dare rouse him? Those who 
bless you shall be blessed, and those who curse you shall be cursed. 
(Bamidbar 24:9)  Bless them! Endorse, promote, encourage, praise 
the Jewish Nation! In the end he did but it was with an unwilling 
heart. All that they had to do was to become willful appreciators of 
the Nation of Israel. It’s their desperate opposition that is the cause 
of their own problem.
 Why the big resistance? It is true that on the eve of the 
Holy Shabbos and at the edge of history, when our destiny is about 
to be realized, we can expect conflict. However, here, is it really 
death they dread or is there something else that frightens them 
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more than death, and which triggers their defiance?!
 The Talmud tells us that the 2nd Chapter of Tehillim is a 
direct window, a futuristic vision of the attitudes and schemes of 
the nations of the world on the heels of the Messianic Era. It begins 
like this: “Why do the nations congregate and why do the peoples 
think of worthless plans? Why do the kings posture themselves 
and the rulers take council together against HASHEM and His 
anointed!?” About this prophetic verse Rabbi Shimshon Raphael 
Hirsch explains more than 150 years ago, that the reason why the 
nations gather noisily together is specifically to conspire against 
HASHEM and His anointed.
 He writes, “They all, consciously or unconsciously, have 
one common goal, namely to emancipate themselves from the 
sovereignty of the one supreme principle, that of the dutiful 
obedience to the moral Law of G-d which came to their awareness 
through the historical fact of the existence of His people and of His 
anointed. Only to this law did G-d promise His aid and furtherance. 
Upon this law did G-d build His world order, and only through 
the observance of this law can nations attain enduring peace in 
their domestic and foreign relations. The refusal to swear allegiance 
to this moral law because of considerations of personal interest, 
power, fame, and wealth is the reason for the unhealthy internal and 
external relationships in the lives of the nations. Instead of seeking 
a cure for this state of affairs upon the only path that leads to the 
true goal, all the leaders of the lives and activities of the nations are 
perversely engaged in a fight against this sole principle of salvation. 
The cure actually lies precisely there where they think they can find 
the cause for their troubles, while they seek the cure in that which 
actually only aggravates the lingering evil.”   

 �PaRSha q&a: balak
1. Why did Moav consult specifically with Midian regarding 

their strategy against the Jews? 22:4 - Since Moshe grew up 
in Midian, the Moabites thought the Midianites might know 
wherein lay Moshe’s power.

2. What was Balak’s status before becoming Moav’s king? 22:4 - 
He was a prince of Midian.

3. Why did G-d grant prophecy to the evil Bilaam? 22:5 - So the 
other nations couldn’t say, “If we had had prophets, we also 
would have become righteous.”

4. Why did Balak think Bilaam’s curse would work? 22:6 - Because 
Bilaam’s curse had helped Sichon defeat Moav.

5. When did Bilaam receive his prophecies? 22:8 - Only at night.
6. G-d asked Bilaam, “Who are these men with you?” What 

did Bilaam deduce from this question? 22:9 - He mistakenly 
reasoned that G-d isn’t all-knowing.

7. How do we know Bilaam hated the Jews more than Balak did? 
22:11 - Balak wanted only to drive the Jews from the land. 
Bilaam sought to exterminate them completely.

8. What is evidence of Bilaam’s arrogance? 22:13 - He implied 
that G-d wouldn’t let him go with the Moabite princes due to 
their lesser dignity.

9. In what way was the malach that opposed Bilaam an angel of 
mercy? 22:22 - It mercifully tried to stop Bilaam from sinning 
and destroying himself.

10. How did Bilaam die? 22:23 - He was killed with a sword.
11. Why did the malach kill Bilaam’s donkey? 22:33 - So that 

people shouldn’t see it and say, “Here’s the donkey that silenced 
Bilaam.” G-d is concerned with human dignity.

12. Bilaam compared his meeting with an angel to someone else’s 
meeting with an angel. Who was the other person and what 
was the comparison? 22:34 - Avraham. Bilaam said, “G-d told 
me to go but later sent an angel to stop me. The same thing 
happened to Avraham: G-d told Avraham to sacrifice Yitzchak 
but later canceled the command through an angel.”

13. Bilaam told Balak to build seven altars. Why specifically seven? 
23:4 - Corresponding to the seven altars built by the Avot. 
Bilaam said to G-d, “The Jewish People’s ancestors built seven 
altars, but I alone have built altars equal to all of them.”

14. Who in Jewish history seemed fit for a curse, but got a blessing 
instead? 23:8 - Yaakov, when Yitzchak blessed him.

15. Why are the Jewish People compared to lions? 23:24 - They rise 
each morning and “strengthen” themselves to do mitzvot.

16. On Bilaam’s third attempt to curse the Jews, he changed his 
strategy. What was different? 24:1 - He began mentioning the 
Jewish People’s sins, hoping thus to be able to curse them.

17. What were Bilaam’s three main characteristics? 24:2 - An evil 
eye, pride and greed.

18. What did Bilaam see that made him decide not to curse the 
Jews? 24:2 - He saw each tribe dwelling without intermingling. 
He saw the tents arranged so no one could see into his 
neighbor’s tent.

19. What phrase in Bilaam’s self-description can be translated in 
two opposite ways, both of which come out meaning the same 
thing? 24:3 - “Shatum ha’ayin.” It means either “the poked-out 
eye,” implying blindness in one eye; or it means “the open eye”, 
which means vision but implies blindness in the other eye.

20. Bilaam told Balak that the Jews’ G-d hates what? 24:14 - 
Promiscuity.
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 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–7:00A

 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:20P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting Chaburah for women (Sunday, June 25, 7-7:45 PM)
 » Before Shacharis Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Sefer Zos Brisi for men (Mondays, 30 mins before mincha)
 » NQ Daf HaYomi Kesuvos for men (Sunday-Thursday 

following Maariv)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue & Thur, One hour before Mincha)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed, 45 minutes before Mincha)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before mincha)

Good Shabbos


