
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

October 20-21, 2017  1 MarCheshvan, 5778  Shabbos Noach, Rosh Chodesh
Mincha: 6:30P / Candlelighting: 6:29P  Shabbos Ends 7:36P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, oct 20th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 6:30P
 » Candlelighting – 6:29P

Shabbos day, oct 21st

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush – 8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – 5:15P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men (shul) – 6:15P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children (Rich home) – 6:15P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:36P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P

 �ReFuah Shelaima
men
 » Dovid Chaim ben Tzippora (Brother-In-Law to Tami Ellis)
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Zoosav ben Lipke (Father of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Fanna Leah bas Shulamis (Mother of Wes Sutkin)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �What’S Nu
 » motzei Shabbos beis medrash / melava malka:  This winter CTC 

is proud to introduce the Family Beis Medrash Study Hour. After 
a Shabbos of mostly feeding our body it will be time to feed our 
soul. Beginning one hour after Shabbos, there will be an authentic 
chavrusa style beis medrash for Fathers and sons, Mothers and 
daughters, Fathers and daughters, Mothers and sons, Men and 
men, Women and women. Women will learn in the Ezras Nashim 
and men will learn in the main Beis Medrash. Hot Chocolate will 
be provided.  This is a free program and will run for three weeks. 
The fourth week the shul will have a Melava Malka hosted by 
one of our shul members in their home. We are kicking of the 
winter with a melava malka, Saturday night, November 4, 8:30 
Pm, at the home of moshe & ariella bush,  7332 Frankford 
Rd., dallas, tX 75252. The entire congregation is invited. The 
three weeks of Beis Medrash followed by Melava Malka will then 
repeat for a number of months over the winter. We look forward 
to engaging nights of study and socializing.

 » Parking Reminder: In order to demonstrate good faith with 
our neighbors we are asking to use no more than 5 spots in the 
back and 2 spots directly in front of the shul. Please park to allow 
maximum number of spots to be filled. If the 7 total spots have 
been filled please use TDSD’s lot. In addition, there are a couple 
of things we need to be cognizant of. Cars may not park within 
30’ of stop sign and 20’ of alley in front of shul at any time. Hence 
only two cars in front and five cars in back. Also, please comply 
with zero cars on street over Shabbos. Please use back of shul or 
TDSD’s lot. Thank you for helping to build our amazing shul! We 
appreciate your compliance!

 » ice maker: Dear CTC, this past Simchas Torah was the greatest, 

on many fronts, that I have ever experienced in our shul. To 
be sure, one of the highlights was the generous spirit of giving. 
Thank you to all who made pledges to the shul. Please keep them 
in mind as you budget for the future. To those who pledged 
toward the purchase of a new ice maker: We ended up raising all 
the necessary money, B”H. Please pay your ice make pledge as 
quickly as possible so we can all enjoy enhanced kiddushes and 
social events in our shul. Thank you so much!

 » amud cover dedication opportunity: Dear CTC Members 
& Friends: We have two beautiful Amudim (wooden podiums) 
in front of the shul (one for the Shaliach Tzibbur and one for 
the Rabbi) which remain uncovered. Here is an opportunity for 
someone to memorialize the names of loved ones on the two new 
velvet covers we will order for the Amudim, in time for the High 
Holidays. The cost is just $3000 each. Pennies really considering 
the amount of merit received for supporting the shul. There is no 
more fitting and honorable way to give the neshama an aliyah 
than by embroidering their names on the Amud cover to be 
seen and read by all. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich rabbi@
toraschaimdallas.org if interested.

 �the PaSSioN, the PageaNtRy, aNd the PuRPoSe: 
Rabbi label lam

 These three were the sons of Noach, and from these, the entire 
earth spread out. And Noach began to be a master of the soil, and he 
planted a vineyard. And he drank of the wine and became drunk, and he 
uncovered himself within his tent. And Cham, the father of Canaan, saw 
his father’s nakedness, and he told his two brothers outside. And Shem and 
Yafes took the garment, and they placed [it] on both of their shoulders, 
and they walked backwards, and they covered their father’s nakedness, and 
their faces were turned backwards, so that they did not see their father’s 
nakedness.  And Noach awoke from his wine, and he knew what his small 
son had done to him.  And he said, “Cursed be Canaan; he shall be a slave 
among slaves to his brethren.” And he said, “Blessed be HASHEM, the G-d 
of Shem, and may Canaan be a slave to them.  May G-d expand Yafes, and 
may He dwell in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be a slave to them.” 
(Breishis 9:19-27)
 And Shem and Yafes took: It does not say (the plural form 
(Vayikchu- they took), but rather the singular form (Vayikach- he 
took). This teaches us about Shem, that he exerted himself to fulfill the 
commandment more than Yafes… (Rashi)
 This episode is packed with practical secrets to a balanced and 
healthy life. The earliest personalities of history were walking is wet cement. 
They were setting the template for the entire future of humanity. Even on 
an individual level we can gain valuable lessons from this slice of ancient 
life. How everyone acts in times of crisis reveals layers of depth in their 
characters and explains the nature of their names.
 Years ago I was making Havdala after Shabbos and I asked one 
of my young boys to hold the candle. So the wax would not drip on his 
hand I gave him a napkin with which to grasp it. (My mistake). Then when 
it was time to put the candle into the wine the candle was turned upside 
down and the flame climbed backwards and caught onto the napkin. 
In a panic the boy threw the candle onto the table and ran to the couch. 
Another brother followed him quickly berating, “Why did you do that?” I 
was quickly fanning the flame until thankfully it went out.
 Just then I beheld another son standing next to me with a pitcher 
filled with water. In that urgent moment there were three different reactions. 

[double kidduSh SPoNSoRShiP] kidduSh this Shabbos is sponsored by Ben & Lauren Nise in honor of Ben receiving Chassan 
Bereishis. kidduSh this Shabbos is also sponsored by Moshe Bush in honor of Ariella’s Birthday. Mazel Tov to our honorees! ShaloSh 
SeudoS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.

Congregation toras Chaim • rabbi Yaakov riCh • 7103 mumford Ct., dallas, tx 75252 • 972-835-6016 • www.torasChaimdallas.org



One panicked, one blamed, and one got water! When my wife and I would 
go out, you can guess which one we left in charge of the younger ones. Now 
I am certain they would all do the right thing!
 When Cham confronted the indignity of his father he publicized 
it. According to Rashi above Shem initiated the covering of their father in 
an honorable way walking backwards from the feet and Yafes joined in 
Shem’s good action. Three different reactions! Three different characters! 
The potential for each resides within every one of us.
 The name Cham means heat! He is excited and excitable. He lives 
in the fire of the moment. His base beat animal instinct at times overrides 
his sense of responsibility. Cham may observe an object and wonder what 
thrill it can give now. This aspect needs to be kept in check. He requires a 
supervised regimen in order to guarantee his chances to succeed. That is 
what is implied in the blessing-curse that he receives.  
 Yafes means beauty. Yafes did what was right but mostly because 
it looked right. He is motived by appearances. He is classically interested 
in manners, not necessarily morals, and his inner compass is skewed or 
made straight by public opinion and perception. He is more concerned 
with the 11th commandment, “Don’t get caught!” His sense of aesthetics is 
also insufficient and requires oversight “within the tents of Shem”, so that 
artistry and beauty are not be coopted and employed by vulgarity.
 The name Shem means name. What’s in a name? Everything! In 
a designer universe every button has a pre-designated name that describes 
the ultimate purpose for which The Almighty created it. Shem is the 
conscience in the room. A thing may be beautiful, it may awaken appetites, 
but the optimal use imbedded in its name begs for life. This may just be the 
true source of antisemitism- anti-Shem- atism! It’s never an easy task to 
keep in check and align    the passion, the pageantry, and the purpose.

 �PaRSha q&a: Noach
1. Which particular sin sealed the fate of the flood generation? 

6:13 - Robbery.
2. Why did Hashem tell Noach to build an ark, as opposed to 

saving him via some other method? 6:14 - So that people would 
see Noach building the ark and ask him what he was doing. 
When Noach would answer, “Hashem is bringing a flood,” it 
might encourage some people to repent.

3. The ark had three levels. What function did each level serve? 
6:16 - The top level housed the people, the middle level housed 
the animals, and the bottom level, the refuse.

4. What indication do we have that Noach was familiar with the 
Torah? 7:2 - Hashem told him to take into the ark seven of 
each kosher-type animal, and two of each non-kosher type. 
“Kosher” and “non-kosher” are Torah concepts.

5. Why did Hashem postpone bringing the flood for seven days? 
7:4 - To allow seven days to mourn the death of Metushelach.

6. Why did the first water of the flood come down as light rain? 
7:12 - To give the generation a chance to repent.

7. What did people say that threatened Noach, and what did 
Hashem do to protect him? 7:13,15 - People said, “If we see 
him going into the ark, we’ll smash it!” Hashem surrounded it 
with bears and lions to kill any attackers.

8. What grouping of creatures escaped the punishment of the 
flood? 7:22 - The fish.

9. How deeply was the ark submerged in the water? 8:4 - Eleven 
amot.

10. What did the olive branch symbolize? 8:11 - Nothing. It was a 
leaf, not a branch. (The olive leaf symbolized that its better to 
eat food “bitter like an olive” but which comes directly from 
Hashem, rather than sweet food provided by humans.)

11. How long did the punishment of the flood last? 8:14 - A full 
solar year.

12. A solar year is how many days longer than a lunar year? 8:14 
- Eleven days.

13. When did humans receive permission to eat meat? 9:3 - After 
the flood.

14. What prohibition was given along with the permission to eat 
meat? 9:4 - The prohibition of eating a limb cut from a living 
animal.

15. Why does the command to “be fruitful and multiply” directly 
follow the prohibition of murder? 9:7 - To equate one who 
purposely abstains from having children to one who commits 
murder.

16. Name two generations in which the rainbow never appeared. 
9:12 - The generation of King Chizkiyahu and the generation 
of Shimon bar Yochai.

17. Why did Noach curse Canaan specifically? Give two reasons. 
9:22,24 - Because Canaan is the one who revealed Noachs 
disgrace to Cham. And because Cham stopped Noach from 
fathering a fourth son. Thus, Noach cursed Cham’s fourth son, 
Canaan.

18. Why does the Torah call Nimrod a mighty hunter? 10:9 - He 
used words to ensnare the minds of people, persuading them 
to rebel against Hashem.

19. The sin of the generation of the dispersion was greater than the 
sin of the generation of the flood. Why was the punishment of 
the former less severe? 11:9 - They lived together peacefully.

20. Why was Sarah also called Yiscah? 11:29 - The word “Yiscah” 
is related to the Hebrew word “to see.” Sarah was called Yiscah 
because she could “see” the future via prophecy. Also, because 
of her beauty, everyone would gaze at her.
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�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, oct 20th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 
6:30P

 » Candlelighting – 6:29P
Shabbos day, oct 21st

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush – 8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – 5:15P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men (shul) – 6:15P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children (Rich home) – 

6:15P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:36P

�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting Chaburah for women (Monday evenings)
 » Before Shacharis Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9:15P)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue 8-9P)
 » Learn to Learn Rashi on Chumas (Thur 8-9P)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed 8:15-9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


