
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

October 27-28, 2017  8 MarCheshvan, 5778  Shabbos Lech Lecha
Mincha: 6:20P / Candlelighting: 6:22P  Shabbos Ends 7:29P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, oct 27th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 6:20P
 » Candlelighting – 6:22P

Shabbos day, oct 28th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush – 8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – 5:10P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men (shul) – 6:10P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children (Rich home) – 6:10P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:29P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P

 �ReFuah Shelaima
men
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �What’S Nu
 » motzei Shabbos beis medrash / melava malka:  This winter CTC 

is proud to introduce the Family Beis Medrash Study Hour. After 
a Shabbos of mostly feeding our body it will be time to feed our 
soul. Beginning one hour after Shabbos, there will be an authentic 
chavrusa style beis medrash for Fathers and sons, Mothers and 
daughters, Fathers and daughters, Mothers and sons, Men and 
men, Women and women. Women will learn in the Ezras Nashim 
and men will learn in the main Beis Medrash. Hot Chocolate will 
be provided.  This is a free program and will run for three weeks. 
The fourth week the shul will have a Melava Malka hosted by 
one of our shul members in their home. We are kicking of the 
winter with a melava malka, Saturday night, November 4, 8:30 
Pm, at the home of moshe & ariella bush,  7332 Frankford 
Rd., dallas, tX 75252. The entire congregation is invited. The 
three weeks of Beis Medrash followed by Melava Malka will then 
repeat for a number of months over the winter. We look forward 
to engaging nights of study and socializing.

 » Parking Reminder: In order to demonstrate good faith with 
our neighbors we are asking to use no more than 5 spots in the 
back and 2 spots directly in front of the shul. Please park to allow 
maximum number of spots to be filled. If the 7 total spots have 
been filled please use TDSD’s lot. In addition, there are a couple 
of things we need to be cognizant of. Cars may not park within 
30’ of stop sign and 20’ of alley in front of shul at any time. Hence 
only two cars in front and five cars in back. Also, please comply 
with zero cars on street over Shabbos. Please use back of shul or 
TDSD’s lot. Thank you for helping to build our amazing shul! We 
appreciate your compliance!

 » ice maker: Dear CTC, this past Simchas Torah was the greatest, 
on many fronts, that I have ever experienced in our shul. To 
be sure, one of the highlights was the generous spirit of giving. 
Thank you to all who made pledges to the shul. Please keep them 
in mind as you budget for the future. To those who pledged 
toward the purchase of a new ice maker: We ended up raising all 
the necessary money, B”H. Please pay your ice make pledge as 
quickly as possible so we can all enjoy enhanced kiddushes and 
social events in our shul. Thank you so much!

 » amud cover dedication opportunity: Dear CTC Members 
& Friends: We have two beautiful Amudim (wooden podiums) 
in front of the shul (one for the Shaliach Tzibbur and one for 
the Rabbi) which remain uncovered. Here is an opportunity for 
someone to memorialize the names of loved ones on the two new 
velvet covers we will order for the Amudim, in time for the High 
Holidays. The cost is just $3000 each. Pennies really considering 
the amount of merit received for supporting the shul. There is no 
more fitting and honorable way to give the neshama an aliyah 
than by embroidering their names on the Amud cover to be 
seen and read by all. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich rabbi@
toraschaimdallas.org if interested.

 �aS haShem SPoke to him…: Rabbi label lam
 And HASHEM said to Avram, “Go for (or) to yourself from 
your land and from your birthplace and from your father’s house to the 
place that I will show you!” (Breishis 12:1)
 With ten tests our father Abraham was tested and he withstood 
them all--in order to make known how great was our father Abraham’s 
love [for HASHEM]. (Avos 5:3) According to the Mishne in Pirke’ Avos 
Avraham Avinu endured and successfully passed ten giant tests in his 
lifetime which serves as a demonstration and an all-time monument of his 
love and devotion to HASHEM.
 There is a dispute among authorities as to which experiences 
are counted as the ten tests. Everyone agrees, though that, “Lech Lecha”- 
leaving land and birthplace and home is one of the big ten. One question is, 
“What’s the test?” HASHEM told him to go! If HASHEM told you or me 
to go would we hesitate? Maybe we can say it was a test of trust. After all he 
is abandoning everything familiar and going to “the place that I will show 
you”- the realm of the unknown.
 All this is very nice and easily understood if we read only the first 
verse above but if we factor in the next two verses the picture changes. “And 
I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you (with wealth), and I 
will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who 
bless you and those who curse you will be cursed and through you will be 
blessed all the families of the world! (Breishis 12:2-3)
 Avraham is offered such a rich compensation package by 
HASHEM it’s hard to imagine that leaving home is a test. If I get a call at 
midnight from a friend who had just insulted me that day and now he is 
asking to pick him up at the airport, that’s a test. To go or not to go that is 
the question. If I get a call at midnight from the Powerball Authority asking 
me to pick up my $180,000,000 check, that is no test. Who wouldn’t jump 
into action!? Therefore, in light of the 2nd and 3rd verses we must re-ask 
our question, “What’s the test?”

kidduSh this Shabbos is sponsored by the members of the Guarantee Kiddush Club: Wes & Tricia Sutkin, Yaakov & Susan Rich, 
Ben & Lauren Nise, Chana Esther Day, Eli Goldberg, Yerachmiel & Shira Martin, Josh & Lisa Rothstein. ShaloSh SeudoS this 

Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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 Johnny has been pack packing throughout the far-east for 
20 years. One day he bumps into an old friend who recognizes him. As 
they exchange pleasantries the friend informs Johnny about his father’s 
deteriorating condition. Johnny left home two decades ago after a fight 
with his father and is now jarred back to reality. He jumps onto the next 
flight and rushes to the hospital. Not unimportantly, Johnny’s father is 
wealthiest man in the world. Johnny is his only son. All the doctors and 
lawyers are ready to cash in when he expires. Johnny makes his dramatic 
entrance to his father’s bedside and they begin to exchange loving glances. 
Johnny asks his father is there anything he can do or say. His father asks 
Johnny if he remembers what his favorite drink is and Johnny remembers 
correctly, root beer.  The dying dad requests from Johnny that he wants to 
leave this world with the taste of root beer from his boy Johnny on his lips.
 Johnny is ready to go into action when his father grabs his sleeve 
and informs him that if he gets back in time he will rewrite his will and 
make him the sole heir to his entire fortune. Johnny pivots and sprints into 
action. As he goes onlookers wonder, “What makes Johnny run?” Cynically, 
they assume he is animated by money. After Johnny returns with the root 
beer his father takes a sip and hands Johnny a document, the newly drafted 
will.
 He asks Johnny for one more favor. Johnny is elated. “Take that 
paper I just gave you, the new will and put into that candle rendering it null 
and void!”  
 Johnny stretches out his hand and within one inch of the flame 
his father shouts, “Johnny! Johnny! Stop!” He looks into the eyes of all the 
assembled and declares, “I know you think that Johnny came here for my 
money but what he just did shows that he only came here and did what he 
did to be close with me.”
 Sure Avraham went well aware there was greatness in store for 
him but later by the Akeida he was asked to give it all away. The test then 
is “psychological”. Do exactly what HASHEM requests without being 
distracted by the reward. So it states, “Avram went as HASHEM spoke to 
him...”

 �PaRSha q&a: lech lecha
1. What benefits did G-d promise Avraham if he would leave his 

home? 12:1 - He would become a great nation, his excellence 
would become known to the world, and he would be blessed 
with wealth.

2. “And all the families of the earth will be blessed through you.” 
What does this mean? 12:3 - A person will say to his child, “You 
should be like Avraham.”

3. Who were the souls that Avraham and Sarah “made?” 12:5 - 
People they converted to the worship of G-d.

4. What were the Canaanites doing in the Land of Canaan when 
Avraham arrived? 12:6 - They were in the process of conquering 
the land from the descendants of Shem.

5. Why did Avraham build an altar at Ai? 12:8 - He foresaw the 

Jewish People’s defeat there in the days of Yehoshua due to 
Achans sin. He built an altar to pray for them.

6. What two results did Avraham hope to achieve by saying that 
Sarah was his sister? 12:13 - That the Egyptians would not kill 
him, and would give him presents.

7. Why did Avraham’s shepherds rebuke Lot’s shepherds? 13:7 
Lot’s shepherds grazed their flocks in privately owned fields.

8. Who was Amrafel and why was he called that? 14:1 - Amrafel 
was Nimrod. He said (amar ) to Avraham to fall (fel ) into the 
fiery furnace.

9. Verse 14:7 states that the four kings “smote all the country of 
the Amalekites”. How is this possible, since Amalek had not 
yet been born? 14:7 - The Torah uses the name that the place 
would bear in the future.

10. Why did the “palit “ tell Avraham of Lot’s capture? 14:13- He 
wanted Avraham to die trying to save Lot so that he himself 
could marry Sarah.

11. Who accompanied Avraham in battle against the four kings? 
14:14 - His servant, Eliezer.

12. Why couldn’t Avraham chase the four kings past Dan? 4:14 
- He saw prophetically that his descendants would make a 
golden calf there, and as a result his strength failed.

13. Why did Avraham give “ma’aser “ specifically to Malki-Tzedek? 
14:20 - Because Malki-Tzedek was a kohen.

14. Why didn’t Avraham accept any money from Sodom’s king? 
14:23 - G-d had promised Avraham wealth, and Avraham 
didn’t want Sodom’s King to say, “I made Avraham wealthy.”

15. When did the decree of 400 years of exile begin? 15:13 - With 
the birth of Yitzchak.

16. What did G-d indicate with His promise that Avraham would 
“come to his ancestors in peace”? 15:15 - That his father, Terach, 
would repent and become righteous.

17. How did G-d fulfill His promise that Avraham would be 
buried in “a good old age”? 15:15 - Avraham lived to see his son 
Yishmael repent and become righteous, and he died before his 
grandson Esav became wicked.

18. Why did the Jewish People need to wait until the fourth 
generation until they returned to Eretz Canaan? 15:16 - They 
needed to wait until the Amorites had sinned sufficiently to 
deserve expulsion.

19. Who was Hagar’s father? 16:1 - Pharaoh.
20. Why did Avraham fall on his face when G-d appeared to him? 

17:3 - Because he was as yet uncircumcised.
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�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting Chaburah for women (Monday evenings)
 » Before Shacharis Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9:15P)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue 8-9P)
 » Learn to Learn Rashi on Chumas (Thur 8-9P)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed 8:15-9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


