
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

November 10-11, 2017  22 MarCheshvan, 5778  Shabbos Chayei Sorah
Mincha: 5:10P / Candlelighting: 5:10P  Shabbos Ends 6:17P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, Nov 10th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 5:10P
 » Candlelighting – 5:10P

Shabbos day, Nov 11th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush – 8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – Canceled this week
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men, women & children in shul for the si-

yum of Tractate Kesuvos – 4:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:17P
 » Family Beis Medrash–7:15P
 » Rochel Imeinu Yahrtzeit Melava Malka for women (Bodenheimer home, 

19909 Carrollwood Dr. 75252)–8:30P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P

 � ReFuah Shelaima
men
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff) 
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �What’S Nu
 » Thank you to moshe & ariella bush for opening their home to the 

community this past Motzei Shabbos for the first of our monthly Melava 
Malkas. An incredible time was had by all!

 » motzei Shabbos beis medrash / melava malka:  This winter CTC 
is proud to introduce the Family Beis Medrash Study Hour. After a 
Shabbos of mostly feeding our body it will be time to feed our soul. 
Beginning one hour after Shabbos, there will be an authentic chavrusa 
style beis medrash for Fathers and sons, Mothers and daughters, Fathers 
and daughters, Mothers and sons, Men and men, Women and women. 
Women will learn in the Ezras Nashim and men will learn in the main 
Beis Medrash. Hot Chocolate will be provided.  This is a free program 
and will run for three weeks. The fourth week the shul will have a Melava 
Malka hosted by one of our shul members in their home. Next melava 
malka will be december 2 at the home of irwin & June harris, 7011 
mumford Rd., dallas, texas 75252. The entire congregation is invited. 
The three weeks of Beis Medrash followed by Melava Malka will then 
repeat for a number of months over the winter. We look forward to 
engaging nights of study and socializing.

 » motzei Shabbos melava malka for the women and teens of our 
community at the Bodenheimer home,  17909 Carrollwood, 75252, 
November 11 (Motzei Shabbos) 8:30 PM. Will include Rochel Imeinu 
Yahrzeit video and milchig, cholov yisroel, food. Suggested minimum 
donation of $5.00. A contribution to the Torah Umesorah Aniyim Fund 
in Israel will be made.

 » Parking Reminder: In order to demonstrate good faith with our 
neighbors we are asking to use no more than 5 spots in the back and 2 
spots directly in front of the shul. Please park to allow maximum number 
of spots to be filled. If the 7 total spots have been filled please use TDSD’s 
lot. In addition, there are a couple of things we need to be cognizant of. 
Cars may not park within 30’ of stop sign and 20’ of alley in front of 
shul at any time. Hence only two cars in front and five cars in back. Also, 
please comply with zero cars on street over Shabbos. Please use back of 

shul or TDSD’s lot. Thank you for helping to build our amazing shul! We 
appreciate your compliance!

 » ice maker: Dear CTC, this past Simchas Torah was the greatest, on 
many fronts, that I have ever experienced in our shul. To be sure, one 
of the highlights was the generous spirit of giving. Thank you to all 
who made pledges to the shul. Please keep them in mind as you budget 
for the future. To those who pledged toward the purchase of a new ice 
maker: We ended up raising all the necessary money, B”H. Please pay 
your ice make pledge as quickly as possible so we can all enjoy enhanced 
kiddushes and social events in our shul. Thank you so much!

 » amud cover dedication opportunity: Dear CTC Members & Friends: 
We have two beautiful Amudim (wooden podiums) in front of the shul 
(one for the Shaliach Tzibbur and one for the Rabbi) which remain 
uncovered. Here is an opportunity for someone to memorialize the 
names of loved ones on the two new velvet covers we will order for the 
Amudim, in time for the High Holidays. The cost is just $3000 each. 
Pennies really considering the amount of merit received for supporting 
the shul. There is no more fitting and honorable way to give the neshama 
an aliyah than by embroidering their names on the Amud cover to 
be seen and read by all. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich rabbi@
toraschaimdallas.org if interested.

 � elevate eveRythiNg about him…: Rabbi label lam
 And it will be, [that] the maiden to whom I will say, ‘Lower 
your pitcher and I will drink,’ and she will say, ‘Drink, and I will also water 
your camels,’ her have You designated for Your servant, for Yitzchok, and 
through her may I know that You have performed loving kindness with my 
master.” (Breishis 24:14)
We have already been treated to an awe inspiring portrait of Avraham 
reaching out to heat stricken idolaters, showering them with honor, and 
pleading with them to allow him to provide a token measure of food. All 
this was followed by a grand festive meal because Avraham is idealized as 
someone who, “Says little and does much!”
 This all begs a question about Eliezer’s test at the well. Why would 
the maiden he is seeking be required to declare in advance that she is going 
to feed his animals? Let her agree to give him water and then see if she over 
delivers on her offer. Then she would be a more perfect fit for Avraham’s 
family. Why must she say a lot and then do a lot?
 A seemingly extra detail in the actual narrative may pry open 
the door to offer a peak at an answer. Remarkably so, Rivka makes that 
declaration just as Eliezer had hoped. Then after he actually drinks from 
the pitcher the first thing she does is poor the water into the water trough 
and then it’s off to the races to feed the ten camels. Why do we need to 
know that she first poured the remaining water into the drinking pool for 
the animals? Maybe we detect that she is concerned not to be wasteful, 
which is also a supreme Torah-value. That’s nice too but maybe there is 
much more.
 What exactly was Eliezer testing for? He was actually boxing her 
into a corner. If he would ask her for water from her jug, how could she 
refuse? After she would give him to drink, what should she do with the 
rest of the water? It’s effectively PAGAM- tainted! She can’t bring it home. 
The sun is setting. She has to get back home with fresh water. If she spills it 
into the watering trough in front of him there is a good chance he will be 
offended by her action. That’s not an option either.
 In a split second after his offer she must come up with a solution 
that was preserve his dignity. In that moment she must make the only real 
choice but it requires an enormous investment of effort. She must declare 
in advance that she is going to feed all of his camels and then when she 
spills the pitcher into the watering trough, it is just a part of her promise.
 Watering the ten camels was all part of a cover up to protect his 
honor. In order to come up with that scheme on the spot she would have to 

kidduSh this Shabbos is sponsored by Rabbi Yaakov & Susan Rich in honor of Ben & Lauren Nise for the honor of Chassan 
Torah this past Succos. ShaloSh SeudoS this Shabbos is sponsored by the members of the nighttime gemara shiur upon 
completing Tractate Kesuvos. All men, women & children are invited to shul for the siyum. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 

if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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have in place a unique combination of important qualities. Sure she would 
have to possess a heart filled with Chessed, and she would also have to be 
very smart. She needs to be dutiful as well, in order to follow through on 
her original promise, doing as she said.
Most necessary, perhaps, she would have to have an instinctive sense of the 
inherent dignity of every human being, just as Avraham who had lavished 
his guests with honor. If Rivka was to help build a family whose mission is 
to lift up and enlighten all humanity, this value is critically important.
 This past Friday an old friend called and asked me if I had time 
for a two minute story. I just listened and when he was done he wished me 
a good Shabbos and hung up. A week later, I remain in awe! While exiting 
a Shul in Brooklyn on Thursday eve he espied a non-Jewish fellow with 
his sweatshirt hood pulled over his baseball cap and preoccupied with his 
phone. He also noticed that the fellow was wearing extra-large baggy pants 
and they parked way below his waistline. My friend felt an urgent need to 
gently point out to him that his pants were hanging very low. He did. The 
fellow grunted in vague acknowledgment.
 After going a block he said that he felt compelled to turn back 
and approach the fellow once again. He told him emphatically, “You are a 
prince! I want to let you know that you are a very important person. You are 
a prince!” A block away again, curiosity overcame him and turned to look 
back. Incredibly so, the fellow had pulled up his pants! By appealing to the 
inherent dignity of a man one is able to elevate everything about him.

 � Rabbi yoSeiF heRShmaN: autheNtic iNNoceNce aNd beauty
 The Torah leads us to the end of our noble Matriarch’s life, and 
has inscribed upon her monument the following words: Sarah’s life was a 
hundred years, and twenty years, and seven years: years of Sarah’s life.
 Our Sages, noting the atypical way in which her lifespan is 
recorded, comment that Sarah’s life is divided into three distinct periods. 
She did not live for 127 years, but rather for one hundred years, twenty 
years, and seven years. Our Sages regard these words as the perfect 
character sketch of the most worthy life. They draw the following parallel 
between these distinct phases of childhood, young adulthood and old age: 
at one hundred she was as innocent as when she was twenty, and at twenty 
as beautiful as when she was seven. Beauty at seven? Innocence at twenty? 
Should it not be the reverse?
 But if we were to contemplate beauty… we would notice that 
there are many more beautiful children than young men and women. 
Hardly any child is born ugly — all newborns are beautiful. A child’s face 
is beautiful because passions and wrongdoing have not yet etched their 
lines on its face. The face of one who has not yet known rage or resent, 
avarice or arrogance, vanity or vulgarity, will reflect none of those ills in 
its countenance. Those destructive paintbrushes stroke the self-portrait of 
man only beyond his childhood years — his face becomes a reflection of 
his true face. And so, as Sarah’s life was one uninterrupted song of goodness 
and virtue, her true face retained the beauty of childhood. Had Sarah 
mounted her own picture of Dorian Grey in her tent, it never would have 
grown distorted. At young adulthood, the prime of unchecked passion, her 
face remained as it was at seven. Decades could have passed, and not a 
single wrinkle or blemish would have appeared on that portrait. For there 
were no blotches or misstrokes in her character. Beauty, in fact, is more 
than skin deep.
 And if we were to contemplate innocence… our Sages teach here 
that the peak of innocence is not reached in infancy. Those who are genuinely 
sinless must have first developed clarity of mind to have chosen that path. A 

child’s innocence is mostly a product of his unsuspecting nature. He is still 
too simple-minded to sin. In our notion of outgrowing this innocence, as 
man grows in his worldly wisdom, he is bound to do evil. But consider how 
the view of our Sages ennobles man! Age twenty: mind and body are mature, 
and judgment is sharpened, but the heart is still wide and warm, eager to 
embrace things good and noble. Idealism is the child of this “innocence.” 
Sarah never outgrew this innocence — at one hundred her heart still swelled 
with the loving-kindness, hope, and energy it did at twenty.
 These years together are called chayei Sarah; she lived in all of 
them. She took the crowning quality of each stage of life into the next 
stage. A phrase describing the final days of the noble and righteous is ba 
bayamim, literally “he comes through the days.” (Bereishet 24:1 - Avraham; 
Melachim I 1:1 - David) He does not sink in his days; he passes through 
them. He retains the spiritual and moral attainments of his past and takes 
them with him into the future. The threads of purity in childhood are not 
dropped or worn out — they continue their stitch into adulthood, where 
new colors and shades are added. And that spool of idealism is not replaced 
by those of economy, pride, and pragmatism. Instead, all of his days are 
stitched, through and through, with the color of its virtue.

 � PaRSha q&a: chayei SoRah
1. Name the four couples buried in Kiryat Arba. 23:2 - Adam and Chava, 

Avraham and Sara, Yitzchak and Rivka, Yaakov and Leah.
2. What did Sara hear that caused her death? 23:2 - That Yitzchak was 

almost slaughtered.
3. What title of honor did the Bnei Chet bestow upon Avraham? 23:6 - 

Prince of G-d.
4. Where was Avraham born? 24:7 - Ur Kasdim.
5. How were Avraham’s camels distinguished? 24:10 - They were 

muzzled, so they wouldn’t graze in the fields of others.
6. What is meant by “all the good of his master in his hand”? 24:10 - 

Eliezer carried a document in which Avraham gave all he owned to 
Yitzchak so that people would want their daughter to marry him.

7. What special character trait did Eliezer seek when choosing a wife 
for Yitzchak? 24:14 - He sought someone who excelled in performing 
acts of kindness.

8. Why did Avraham’s servant, Eliezer, run toward Rivka? 24:17 - He saw 
that the waters of the well rose when she approached.

9. Why did Lavan run to greet Eliezer? 24:29 - Lavan coveted his money.
10. When Lavan told Eliezer that the house was cleared out, what did he 

remove? 24:31 - Idols.
11. Who did Eliezer want Yitzchak to marry? 24:39 - His own daughter.
12. Aside from Eliezer, to which other people did Rivka offer to give 

water? 24:44 - To the men who accompanied Eliezer.
13. Lavan answered Eliezer before his father, Betuel, had a chance. What 

does this indicate about Lavan’s character? 24:50 - That he was wicked.
14. What did Rivka mean when she said “I will go?” 24:58 - I will go even 

if you don’t want me to go.
15. What blessing did Rivka’s family give her before she departed? 24:60 

- That the blessings given to Avraham would continue through her 
children.

16. Who was Ketura? 25:1 - Hagar.
17. What gift did Avraham give to Yitzchak? 25:5 - The power of blessing.
18. How old was Avraham when he died? 25:7 - 175 years old.
19. For how many years did Yaakov attend the Yeshiva of Ever? 25:17 - 14 

years.
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 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – Canceled this week
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men, women & children in shul for 

the siyum of Tractate Kesuvos – 4:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:17P
 » Family Beis Medrash–7:15P
 » Rochel Imeinu Yahrtzeit Melava Malka for women 

(Bodenheimer home, 19909 Carrollwood Dr. 75252)–8:30P

�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9:15P)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue 8-9P)
 » Learn to Learn Rashi on Chumas (Thur 8-9P)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed 8:15-9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


