
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

December 8-9, 2017  21 Kislev, 5778  Shabbos Vayeishev
Mincha: 5:00P / Candlelighting: 5:02P  Shabbos Ends 6:11P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, dec 8th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 5:00P
 » Candlelighting – 5:02P

Shabbos day, dec 9th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush – 8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – 3:50P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men (shul) – 4:50P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children (Rich home) – 4:50P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:11P
 » Family Beis Medrash–7:10P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P

 � ReFuah Shelaima
men
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff) 
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �What’S Nu
 » Where will you be for Shabbos chanukah? Rabbi hanoch teller 

will be at ctc for Shabbos, december 15-16, and you are invited. 
Shabbaton Highlights:
•	 Speech in shul Fri night after Kabbalos Shabbos
•	 Oneg Shabbos Friday night after the meal for men, women and 

children, at the Rich home, 7119 Bremerton Ct. with story telling to 
make a lasting impression. Rabbi Teller is world famous for his story 
telling. to dream the impossible Scheme: The Founding of israel’s 
most improbable community

•	 Drasha during services Shabbos morning. The courage of chanukah
•	 Keynote Speech in shul after kiddush Shabbos morning, for men and 

women (babysitting in shul for boys and girls under 4). honorable 
mentschen: boot camp for Politeness

•	 Speech in shul during Shalosh Seudos for men and women. man of 
the century: it all started on chanukah

•	 8 Pm motzei Shabbos Feature movie / melava malaka with speech: 
Movie will be shown and introduced by its writer and producer, 
Rabbi Hanoch Teller.  Motzei Shabbos, December 16, 2017, 8 PM. 
Congregation Toras Chaim, 7103 Mumford Ct. Dallas, TX 75252. 
For all community men & women (adults only); Cost: $10/person or 
$18/couple. Followed by Melava Malka Social. Following the movie, 
all in attendance are invited to stay for delicious Melava Malka 
social catered by Doni Tkatch. Enjoy warm, inviting ambiance, good 
conversation and scrumptious food and drink to celebrate Chanukah.

•	 The melava malka is generously co-sponsored by:
 ϰ Maurice & Yehudit Wider in honor of Yehudit’s Birthday

•	 ctc wishes to thank the following sponsors to date (in order of 
receipt):
 ϰ Ben & Lauren Nise
 ϰ Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson in memory of Ehoud’s father Daniel 

ben Avrohom
 ϰ Shaul & Chaya Miriam Cajas
 ϰ Maurice & Yehudit Wider in memory of Moe’s grandfather, Max 

Wider, Shmaryahu Yaakov Meir ben Yosef
 ϰ Moshe & Ariella Bush
 ϰ Yerachmiel & Shira Martin
 ϰ Zlati Krycer
 ϰ Ken & Lori Jarmel in memory of Yechiel Mordechai ben Yaakov
 ϰ Yosef & Dassie Goldberg
 ϰ Rabbi Reuven & Selina Wortrich
 ϰ Chana Esther Day

 ϰ Brian Thum in memory of Brocha Chaya bas Levi
 ϰ Reuven & Devorah King
 ϰ Pinchas & Tricia Sutkin
 ϰ Avi Riber
 ϰ Jeff & Suzanne Luftig
 ϰ Eliyahu Rich
 ϰ Josh & Lisa Rothstein
 ϰ Doni & Chani Tkatch
 ϰ Jona & Noa Kosfiszer

•	 For sponsorship opportunities please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 
rabbi@toraschaimdallas.org .

 » Parking Reminder: In order to demonstrate good faith with our 
neighbors we are asking to use no more than 5 spots in the back and 2 
spots directly in front of the shul. Please park to allow maximum number 
of spots to be filled. If the 7 total spots have been filled please use TDSD’s 
lot. In addition, there are a couple of things we need to be cognizant of. 
Cars may not park within 30’ of stop sign and 20’ of alley in front of 
shul at any time. Hence only two cars in front and five cars in back. Also, 
please comply with zero cars on street over Shabbos. Please use back of 
shul or TDSD’s lot. Thank you for helping to build our amazing shul! We 
appreciate your compliance!

 � theRe iS No oNe gReateR thaN i: Rabbi label lam
 Now it came to pass after these events that his master’s wife lifted 
up her eyes to Yosef, and she said, “Lie with me.” But he refused, and he 
said to his master’s wife, “Behold, with me my master knows nothing about 
anything in the house, and all he has he has given into my hand. In this 
house, there is no one greater than I, and he has not withheld anything 
from me except you, insofar as you are his wife. Now how can I commit 
this great evil, and sin against G-d?” … So she grabbed him by his garment, 
saying, “Lie with me!” But he left his garment in her hand and fled and went 
outside. (Breishis 39:7-12)
 Yosef is crowned with a unique title, “Tzadik”- “Yosef HaTzadik”, 
because of the firm resolve he exercised by resisting extreme temptation. Is 
there any insight provided to educate us about how he managed to escape 
from moral danger?
 The Slonimer Rebbe has a deep and practical approach to 
surviving such a terrible test. At the zenith of this crisis the verse testifies, 
that she grabbed him by his garment. The Hebrew word for his garment 
is “B’BIGDO”. Another implication of that word is “his rebellion”. It seems 
she appealed to and held him by “his rebelliousness”. It does not say that 
she grabbed his garment but rather that she grabbed him by his “rebellious 
tendency”.
 Yosef revealed his strategy in his initial response to her petition, 
“In this house, there is no one greater than I”. This is a giant recognition. 
This prepared Yosef for the real big test when it came. How is this statement 
the potent antidote?
 This week we invited a fascinating guest speaker to address the 
girls in the seminary. Avraham is a close friend of mine for a many years 
with an amazing personal story about how he found Torah life as a young 
boy traveling to New York from Puerto Rico. It was riveting. He said that he 
had kept his story quiet and private for decades but now he felt it was time 
to share it with the world. What was it that changed his mind?
 He discovered a shocking phenomenon. A friend had called on 
him to speak to his son who was going through something more than a 
rebellious stage. When he met the boy, he saw a young Chaddishe chap. 
There was no way to determine from the outside appearance that anything 
was wrong. When he spoke to the boy he was shocked to hear the words 
that exited his mouth. “I hate being a Jew!”
 My friend Avraham did not know what to respond. He invited 
him to join him the next day on a business trip to upstate New York. The 
man he was visiting happened to be a religiously oriented gentile with a 
large business. Avraham introduced his young companion and shared with 
the client the fact that this boy was a Levi. The boss of the company was so 
excited he got on the intercom and called all his employees into his office. 
Suddenly the room was crowded with people waiting to be blessed by the 
Levi.
 The young man turned to Avraham in bewilderment and asked 

kidduSh this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul in honor of Jordan & Aliza Beck. ShaloSh SeudoS this Shabbos is 
sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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what he should do. “What do they want from me? Who am I to give them a 
blessing?” Avraham told him, “They know more about you than you know 
about you!” For the next long period of time he proceeded to bless each 
and every one of the employees of this company. It was a transformational 
experience.
 Avraham said that after that, the boy never looked back. Now he 
is married with children (Leviim) and living a proud Jewish life. He was 
made aware of his lofty status as a son of Levi after Levi going all the way 
back to Levi ben Yaakov and beyond. Avraham realized the value of helping 
fellow discover who and what they really are.
 To stand up to life’s tests great and small it is important to 
recognize how important we are. Yosef remembered that he is a son of 
Avrham, Yitzchok, and Yaakov. The entire world is hanging in the balance- 
waiting for my next move. “In this house, there is no one greater than I”.

 � PaRSha Q&a: VayeiSheV
1. “These are the offspring of Yaakov: Yosef....” Give three reasons why 

Yosef is considered Yaakov’s main offspring. 37:2 - (a) Yosef was the 
son of Rachel, Yaakov’s primary wife. (b) Yosef looked like Yaakov. (c) 
All that befell Yaakov befell Yosef.

2. What was praiseworthy about the fact that Yosef ’s brothers did 
not speak to him in a friendly manner? 37:4 - They did not act 
hypocritically.

3. How do we see from Yosef ’s dream about the sun, moon and stars 
that all dreams contain some untrue element? 37:10 - The moon 
represented Rachel. Since she had already died, it was impossible for 
that element of the dream to come true.

4. Who brought Yosef down to Egypt? 37:28 - A caravan of Midianites.
5. Where was Reuven when Yosef was sold? 37:29 - He was attending 

to Yaakov.
6. In addition to the brothers, who else knew that Yosef was alive? 37:33 

- Yitzchak.
7. Why didn’t G-d reveal prophetically to Yaakov that Yosef was alive? 

37:33 - Because the brothers had issued a ban against revealing the 
truth to Yaakov, and G-d, so to speak, abided by their ban.

8. For how long did Yaakov mourn the loss of Yosef? 37:34 - Twenty-two 
years.

9. Verse 37:35 states “his father wept.” To whom does this refer? 37:35 - 
Yitzchak, who wept because of Yaakov’s suffering.

10. Who was Tamar’s father? 38:24 - Shem.

 � the miRacle(S) oF chaNuka: Rabbi yehuda SPitz
 We all know that the reason we celebrate Chanuka is to 
commemorate and thank G-d for all of the nissim — miracles — that He 
performed for our ancestors upon saving them from the Greeks and their 
harsh decrees.
 Firstly, for the miraculous and crushing defeat of the mighty 
Greek army at the hands of the Maccabees — a small army of religious 
Jews led by Yehuda HaMaccabee and his father Mattisyahu. Secondly, for 
the miracle of the Menorah:
 When the Maccabees returned victorious to the Beit Hamikdash, 
they found it completely defiled by the Greeks. After much searching they 
managed to find a small jar of pure, untouched olive oil with the seal of the 
Kohen HaGadol still intact. This jar contained enough oil to last for only 
one day. However, as we know, it burned for eight straight days. Because of 
these miracles, the Sages established the holiday of Chanuka, in order to 
thank G-d.
 The Gemara in Shabbat (21b) asks “Mai Chanuka”? In 
commemoration of which of these miracles did the Sages institute 
Chanuka?
 The Gemara answers, “For the miracle of the oil.” The fact that the 
oil should have burned for only one day, and instead burned for eight, was 

the reason why the Sages instituted the festival of Chanuka.
 However, during Chanuka there is an additional prayer, called 
Al HaNissim, which is inserted into the tefilla (prayer) that is recited in the 
Grace after Meals as well as in the Shemoneh Esrei. In this prayer we thank 
G-d for the miracles of Chanuka. Yet, in Al HaNissim there is only mention 
of the miracle of the war, how G-d “placed the mighty in the hands of the 
weak and the many in the hands of the few”.
 Nowhere in this Al HaNissim prayer does it mention the miracle 
of the oil. This is quite peculiar because the aforementioned Gemara states 
that the holiday of Chanuka was instituted exclusively because of the 
miracle of the oil! How could this be? The Gemara and Al HaNissim seem 
to be at odds with each other!
 Nonetheless, drawing from concepts taken from the Shalmei 
Torah and the Kuntros Chanuka, we can attempt to suggest an answer for 
these seemingly contradictory passages.
 It is well known that miracles take on different forms, resulting 
in different categories of miracles. One type of miracle shows the greatness 
of G-d (“gevurot Hashem”) — the strength of G-d — and at the same 
time is a yeshua l’Yisrael — a salvation for the Jews. One such miracle was 
the splitting of the Red Sea, where G-d saved the Jewish People from the 
wicked Egyptians in a public manner by utterly decimating their army.
 Another example is the miracle of the mighty Greeks’ defeat at 
the hands of the Maccabees. For miracles such as these we are required to 
say Shira — a song of praise and thanksgiving to G-d. We therefore say “Az 
Yashir” every day in our morning prayers to thank G-d for splitting the Red 
Sea and for saving our ancestors from the bloodthirsty Egyptians. Likewise, 
the Sages instituted the Al Hanissim prayer on Chanuka to thank Him for 
saving us from the Greeks.
 Another form of a miracle is when G-d reveals Himself to us 
through a miracle to show that He is pleased that we are doing His will 
properly. It also is a symbol of His relationship to us, so that we should draw 
even closer to Him by performing His mitzvot (commandments).
 Such was the miracle of the oil. Instead of just lighting the 
Menorah with any oil, the Maccabees searched until they found an 
untouched jar of pure oil. Only with this special jar did they light the 
Menorah. In return, to show how pleased He was with their diligence, G-d 
performed an open miracle and made the oil last for eight days instead of 
one, in order that the Jews would realize their intimacy to G-d and draw 
even closer to Him.
 Based upon this explanation, there really is no inconsistency. The 
Gemara in Shabbat asks: “To commemorate which miracle did the Sages 
establish the holiday of Chanuka?” The Gemara answers: “The miracle of 
the oil.” Because of the efforts of the Jews to ensure the purity of the oil, 
G-d, in return, manifested His Divine pleasure through a miracle — the 
miracle of the oil.
 To commemorate this, the Sages instituted the eight days of 
Chanuka to draw us ever closer to G-d.
 However, Al Hanissim is the Shira, the prayer of thanksgiving 
and praise to G-d, instituted for saving us from the Greeks. And we only 
say Shira for a miracle that publicly showed that through the might of G-d 
were the Jews saved. That was only the miracleof war, not the miracle of the 
oil.
 That is why we mention only that specific miracle in Al Hanissim.
 In any case, we must thank G-d for all the miracles, and therefore 
we celebrate the eight days of Chanuka “l’hodot u’lhallel” — to give thanks 
and to give praise. It is appropriate that the holiday of Chanuka generally 
falls out during the doldrums of winter and lights up the darkness. It 
behooves us all to glean from this enlightening holiday a small spark of 
“thanksgiving and gratitude”, and reflect about the miracles in our daily 
lives.
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�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, dec 8th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv – 
5:00P

 » Candlelighting – 5:02P
Shabbos day, dec 9th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush – 8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women – 3:50P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men (shul) – 4:50P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children (Rich home) – 

4:50P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:11P
 » Family Beis Medrash–7:10P

�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9:15P)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue 8-9P)
 » Learn to Learn Rashi on Chumas (Thur 8-9P)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed 8:15-9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


