
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

December 15-16, 2017  28 Kislev, 5778  Shabbos Mikeitz, Chanukah IV
Mincha: 5:05P / Candlelighting: 5:04P  Shabbos Ends 6:13P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, dec 15th

 » Chanukah & Shabbos Lighting–5:04P
 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Speech/Maariv–5:05P
 » Oneg Shabbos – 8:30P (See details below)

Shabbos day, dec 16th

 » Shacharis with speech followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Keynote Speech–11:45 (See details below)
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men, women & children in shul with 

speech (see details below)–4:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:13P
 » Feature Film/Melava Malka (see details below)–8 PM
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P

 �ReFuah Shelaima
men
 » Yitzchak Ephraim ben Malka Beila (Irwin Harris)
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff) 
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �What’S Nu
 » Welcome to Rabbi hanoch teller for Shabbos:

PaRt oNe: FRiday NiGht
•	 SPeech iN Shul, based on parsha of the week, Friday night 

after Kabbalos Shabbos, Mincha begins 5:05 PM.
•	 oNeG ShabboS iN Shul Friday night after the meal, 8:30 

PM, for men, women and children, at Congregation Toras 
Chaim (Note: Location moved to CTC from the Rich home), 
with story telling to make a lasting impression. Rabbi Teller is 
world famous for his story telling. To Dream the Impossible 
Scheme: The Founding of Israel’s Most Improbable Community

PaRt tWo: ShabboS day
•	 SPeech duRiNG SeRViceS Shabbos morning, 

approximately 9:45 AM. The Courage of Chanukah
•	 keyNote SPeech aFteR kidduSh Shabbos morning, 

approximately 11:45 AM, for men and women (babysitting in 
shul for boys and girls under 4). Honorable Mentschen: Boot 
Camp for Politeness. Kiddush this Shabbos is sponsored by 
Shira Martin in honor of her husband, Yerachmiel, recognizing 
his dedication to learning Torah, parnasa, family and shul.

•	 SPeech duRiNG ShaloSh SeudoS, approximately 5:20 
PM for men and women. Man of the Century: It all started on 
Chanukah

PaRt thRee: SatuRday NiGht
•	 SatuRday NiGht, 8 Pm, FeatuRe moVie FolloWed 

by melaVa malka Social iN Shul for adults only 
($10/person or $18/couple admission) Reb Elimelech of 
Lizhensk and the Chassidic Legacy of Brotherhood (See below 
for the full Melava Malka menu. Pretty yummy.). Following the 
movie, all in attendance are invited to stay for delicious Melava 
Malka social catered by Doni Tkatch. Enjoy warm, inviting 
ambiance, good conversation and scrumptious food and drink 

to celebrate Chanukah. On the menu (subject to change): 
 ϰ Zucchini Soup; Mushroom Barley Soup; Hearty Vegetable 

Soup; Potato Knishes; BBQ Beef Tips; Chicken Satay; Mini 
Egg Rolls; Asian Slaw; Chopped House Salad; Corn Salad; 
Assorted Crackers; Rolls; Finger Sweets; Assorted Wines; 
Cinnamon Vanilla Vodka Decaf Coffee: other assorted 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages

•	 The melava malka is generously co-sponsored by:
 ϰ Maurice & Yehudit Wider in honor of Yehudit’s Birthday
 ϰ Ellen Nise in honor of her children, Ben & Lauren Nise and 

family
 ϰ Doni & Chani Tkatch

•	 ctc wishes to thank the following sponsors to date (in 
order of receipt):
 ϰ Ben & Lauren Nise
 ϰ Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson in memory of Ehoud’s father 

Daniel ben Avrohom
 ϰ Shaul & Chaya Miriam Cajas
 ϰ Maurice & Yehudit Wider in memory of Moe’s grandfather, 

Max Wider, Shmaryahu Yaakov Meir ben Yosef
 ϰ Moshe & Ariella Bush
 ϰ Yerachmiel & Shira Martin
 ϰ Zlati Krycer
 ϰ Ken & Lori Jarmel in memory of Yechiel Mordechai ben 

Yaakov
 ϰ Yosef & Dassie Goldberg
 ϰ Rabbi Reuven & Selina Wortrich
 ϰ Chana Esther Day
 ϰ Brian Thum in memory of Brocha Chaya bas Levi
 ϰ Reuven & Devorah King
 ϰ Pinchas & Tricia Sutkin
 ϰ Avi Riber
 ϰ Jeff & Suzanne Luftig
 ϰ Eliyahu Rich
 ϰ Josh & Lisa Rothstein
 ϰ Jona & Noa Kosfiszer
 ϰ Riva Gorelik
 ϰ Charles & Sharon Michaels

•	 For sponsorship opportunities please contact Rabbi Yaakov 
Rich at rabbi@toraschaimdallas.org .

 » Parking Reminder: CTC Shabbaton Reminder: No parking on 
street over Shabbos. There are 5 spots in back. For Melava Malka, 
2 spots in front, 5 in back, rest at TDSD. We will have a person 
in front, Sat. night, directing cars to park at TDSD. Please spread 
the word. Wishing everyone a wonderful, lichtegeh Shabbos 
Chanukah.

 �the miRaculouS jaR: Rabbi label lam
 When the Greeks entered the Sanctuary they defiled all 
the oils that were in the Sanctuary by touching them. And when the 
Chashmonaim overcame them and emerged victorious over them, 
they searched and found only one jar of oil that was placed with the 
seal of the Kohain Gadol…
 There is an inherent and glaring contradiction in this 
part of the eight line account of the Talmudic telling of the story 
of Chanukah. If the Greeks contaminated all the oil then how were 
the Chashmonaim able to find one jar with the seal of the Kohen 
Gadol still intact? Then they did not contaminate all the oil!? Not 
less than the Sefas Emes asks this question. 
 Sometimes I have the opportunity to speak to American 
college students. I have often asked them, “What percentage of 

kidduSh this Shabbos is sponsored by Shira Martin in honor of her husband, Yerachmiel, recognizing his dedication to 
learning Torah, parnasa, family and shul. ShaloSh SeudoS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 

972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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the Jewish people, do you believe, believe in HASHEM?” I get low 
numbers. Then I wave my hand up and I tell them, “I know the exact 
number”, which really awakens their curiosity. How can anyone 
know the exact number? That is an invitation to share something 
I heard from Rabbi Dovid Ordman, who I met at a seminar more 
than 22 years ago. There he told me a story about how he had failed 
14 times where an elderly Jew in England succeeded once.  
 Any elderly Jew in England migrated from Eastern Europe 
and opened a dry goods store. Into his shop would enter a Russian 
Jew from the old days. He was raised, like a whole few generations, 
on an heavy dose of atheism. He was not able to hold back his 
comments or hide his antipathy for this old religious looking Jew. 
Business is business and he tolerated his verbal barbs and harsh 
looks for a while. One day this Boris entered the store and the old 
Jew propositioned him with a strange offer. “I would like to buy 
something from you today!” Boris was confused, “I don’t have store 
Rabbi. You have store!” The old Jew explained that business is based 
on the disagreement about the value of a thing. He told him, “I 
gather from the looks you give and the comments you make that 
you don’t believe in G-d!” 
 The Russian affirmed his assumption. “Then you probably 
do not believe in the Next World where we take our strivings to 
come close to G-d and there we revel in the accomplishment and the 
closeness achieved in this world!” The Russian agreed. The old Jew 
went on to explain that the Next World is the payload of his existence. 
He lives for it all day every day and that for his Russian customer it 
was like the ashes on the edge of a cigarette. He offered then $300 for 
his portion in the next world. Boris agreed but the old Jew would not 
give it until a legal contract was drawn up and locked in the safe.
 Boris walked out with a winning smile on his face. Three 
days later he comes back to the store blinking and twitching and 
looking like he has not slept a wink. He had the money in his 
hand. The elder Jew knew what had happened.  He tortured him by 
pretending not to know what he wanted until he forced the Russian 
Jew to admit with his own mouth that he wished to return the 
money and void the agreement in the safe. That was the teachable 
moment. “You see beneath all those layers of contrary training there 
beats a heart that can’t sleep a night knowing you’ve forfeited your 
eternal relationship with a living G-d!” 
 Now Rabbi Ordman has been called dozens of times to 
hotels in the far-east where thousands of wandering Israelis are 
willing to gather for a weekend of sunflower seeds and familiar 
company even if they have to listen to lectures about how the Torah 
is undeniably true. He reports that it only happened 14 times in all 
the years that in the final session there was someone so oppositional 
that he declared boldly his lack of belief in G-d. Each of those times 
he pulled out $300 and offered them a contract to sell their portion 
in the next world. He was never able to make that sale! 
 What percentage of the Jewish People believe in 
HASHEM? 100%. That doesn’t mean we all believe with 100% of 
our being. “We are believers the sons of believers!” There is always 
a jar of oil within that can never become defiled. One must first 
search for the miraculous jar. 

 �PaRSha Q&a: mikeitz
1. What did the fat cows being eaten symbolize? 41:4 - That all the 

joy of the plentiful years would be forgotten. (Not that the good 
years would provide food for the bad years.)

2. How did Pharaoh’s recollection of his dream differ from 
Nevuchadnetzar’s recollection of his dream? 41:8 - Pharaoh 
remembered the contents of his dream but didn’t know its 
meaning. Nevuchadnetzar forgot even the contents of his 
dream.

3. What was significant about the fact that Pharaoh dreamed 
repeatedly? 41:32 - It showed that the seven good years would 
start immediately.

4. What does “Tsafnat Panayach” mean? 41:45 - He who explains 
things that are hidden and obscure.

5. What happened to the Egyptians’ grain that was stored in 
anticipation of the famine? 41:55 - It rotted.

6. What did Yosef require the Egyptians to do before he would 
sell them grain? 41:55 - Become circumcised.

7. Did Yaakov and his family still have food when he sent his sons 
to Egypt? If yes, why did he send them? 42:1 - Yes, but he sent 
them because he did not want to cause envy in the eyes of those 
who did not have food.

8. What prophetic significance lay in Yaakov’s choice of the word 
“redu” — “descend” (and not “lechu” — “go”)? 42:2 - It hinted 
to the 210 years that the Jewish people would be in Egypt: The 
word “redu” has the numerical value of 210.

9. Why does the verse say “Yosef ’s brothers” went down to Egypt 
(and not “Yaakov’s sons”)? 42:3 - Because they regretted selling 
Yosef and planned to act as brothers by trying to find him and 
ransom him at any cost.

10. When did Yosef know that his dreams were being fulfilled? 
42:9 - When his brothers bowed to him.

11. Under what pretext did Yosef accuse his brothers of being 
spies? 42:12 - They entered the city through 10 gates rather 
than through one gate.

12. Why did the brothers enter the city through different gates? 
42:13 - To search for Yosef throughout the city.

13. Who was the interpreter between Yosef and his brothers? 42:23 
- His son Menashe.

14. Why did Yosef specifically choose Shimon to put in prison? 
42:24 - Because he was the one who cast Yosef into the pit and 
the one who said, “Here comes the dreamer.” Alternatively, to 
separate him from Levi, as together they posed a danger to him.

15. How does the verse indicate that Shimon was released from 
prison after his brothers left? 42:24 - The verse says Shimon 
was bound “in front of their eyes,” implying that he was bound 
only while in their sight.

16. What was Yaakov implying when he said to his sons: “I am the 
one whom you bereaved”? 42:36 - That he suspected them of 
having slain or sold Shimon, and that they may have done the 
same to Yosef.

17. How did Reuven try to persuade Yaakov to send Binyamin to 
Egypt? 42:37 - He said, “Kill my two sons if I fail to bring back 
Binyamin.”

18. How long did it take for Yaakov and family to eat all the food 
that the brothers brought back from Egypt? Give the answer 
in terms of travel time. 43:2,10 - Twice the travel time to and 
from Egypt.
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5:05P
 » Oneg Shabbos – 8:30P (See details below)

Shabbos day, dec 16th

 » Shacharis with speech followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Keynote Speech–11:45 (See details below)
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men, women & children in shul 

with speech (see details below)–4:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:13P
 » Feature Film/Melava Malka (see details below)–8 PM

�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9:15P)
 » Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue 8-9P)
 » Learn to Learn Rashi on Chumas (Thur 8-9P)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed 8:15-9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


