
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

January 19-20, 2017  4 Shevat, 5778  Shabbos Bo
Mincha: 5:30P / Candlelighting: 5:30P  Shabbos Ends 6:38P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, Jan 19th

 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:30P
 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–5:30P

Shabbos day, Jan 20th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:20P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–5:20P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–5:20P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:38P
 » Family Beis Medrash–7:40P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P

 �ReFuah Shelaima
men
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Malka bas Etta Riva (Malkie Schick)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff) 
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �What’S Nu
 » uGG! There is a new Shatnez alert: Shatnez labs around the 

world are noticing Shatnez in several different UGG shoes and 
boots. Go to our website, www.toraschaimdallas.org for a list 
of labs and specialists who check for Shatnez, and to see if you 
boots/shoes are on the okay/not okay list. 

 » New community-Wide chessed initiative: Over the last few 
years, several members of the community have been diagnosed 
with life threating illnesses. Each time the community has done 
an amazing job of stepping up and helping out these families. As 
the community continues to grow,  we want to put something 
more formal in place to help provide some relief for these families  
in the form of things like home cooked meals, transportation, 
babysitting, and a big sister/big brother program so that can they 
concentrate on healing and spending time with their families. 
When our father was ill, Gevuras Yarden in Baltimore played 
that role for our family and they have agreed to help us a start 
a branch here in Dallas. Our goal is to meet with each family 
and try and provide them with what they need to make things a 
little easier. We have spoken to a number of people from different 
parts of the community who are very interested in helping out. 
We now have a core group of people who have volunteered to 
head different programs, as well as lead our fundraising efforts. 
Thank you very much, Dassie Goldberg and Chani Tkatch

 » Parking Reminder: CTC Shabbaton Reminder: No parking on 
street over Shabbos. There are 5 spots in back. 

 �luRkiNG WithiN: Rabbi label lam
 Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long shall this one be 
a snare to us? Let the men go to worship HASHEM their G-d! Are 
you not yet aware that Egypt is lost?” (Shemos 10:7)
 Now Pharaoh was not a completely foolish person. He was 
the leader of a powerful nation. Why would he risk the welfare of 
his kingdom to hold the Jews back from going out to serve their 

G-d? The cost benefit calculation renders Pharaoh a suicidal lunatic 
but we know that it cannot be so.
 Sure HASHEM hardened his heart to make an example for 
all time but that was only after he hardened his own heart. Why is 
he so obstinate and principled in his refusal to let the Jewish People 
go? What’s he thinking?!
 It’s not easy to read with perfect accuracy the mind of an 
evil dictator but perhaps we can try with the help of an amazing 
insight from Rebbe Nachman from Breslov.  
 The Mishnah in Pirke Avos Chapter 3 offers a parable for 
the way HASHEM manages the affairs of this world. “He (Rabbi 
Akiva) would say: ‘Everything is given as collateral, and a net is 
cast over all of life. The shop is open, and the shopkeeper grants 
credit, and the accounting ledger is open, and the hand writes, 
and everyone who wants to borrow can come and borrow, and the 
collectors go constantly on their daily rounds and exact payment 
from man - with his knowledge and without his knowledge - and 
they have upon what to rely, and the judgment is true judgment, 
and everything is prepared for the feast”’
 Rebbe Nachman quotes his grandfather the Baal Shem 
Tov and says the following, “”Before any decree of judgment comes 
to the world, all the world is gathered together to see if they agree 
to that judgment. Even the person that the decree of judgment is 
against is asked if he agrees. Then the final decree is sealed. Certainly 
if they told him explicitly that it was about him he would refuse and 
say that the judgment is not correct. So he is tricked in this way 
that they ask about a case similar to his situation and he gives the 
deciding opinion, sealing his own fate.”
 He goes on to explain that this is what Nosson the Navi did 
when he approached David. He told him a parable about someone 
who took advantage of a person in a weaker position. When King 
David recognized the injustice he was told that it was about him. He 
repented immediately. He explains that this is the meaning of the 
Mishne when it states that the collectors are exacting payment with 
and with without his knowledge. “With his knowledge”- means 
that he agrees in principle that such a case is guilty and worthy of 
judgment. “Without his knowledge”- means that he does not know 
that his decision is about himself. 
 Now this could help explain the mindset of Pharaoh. He 
is responding to the question, “What should be done to a nation 
which rebels against its master?” He believes they should be utterly 
humbled and the leader should be brought to his knees. He thinks 
the decree is referring to the Jewish People who only desire to serve 
HASHEM but in truth his enemy is lurking within.  

 �the doNkey’S leSSoN: PoteNtial iS a teRRible 
thiNG to WaSte: Rabbi yiSSochaR FRaNd

 We find in the above-mentioned parsha, three types of 
Bechor — the first-born of humans, the first-born of Kosher animals, 
and the first- born of donkeys. Donkeys are the only animal that are 
unfit to be offered as a sacrifice which nonetheless have a ‘first-born 
sanctity’. The donkey has a special status. It is redeemed with a lamb, 
which is given to the Kohanim in place of the donkey.
 The Torah specifies that if the donkey is not redeemed, it 
must be decapitated. What is the significance of chopping off the 
donkey’s head when it is not redeemed?
 The Netziv says this shows us that a First-Born which 
loses its potential and loses its chance (via redemption by the lamb) 
to indirectly bring benefit to ‘men of distinction’ (the Kohamim), 
forfeits its right to life. One who has the capacity for great things 
and chooses not to use that potential, is worse than one who never 
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had such power in the first place.
 The Talmud states [Yoma 29a]hat the contemplation of sin 
(hirhurei aveirah) can be worse than sin itself. Ramba”m in Moreh 
Nevuchim explains why thinking about an evil act can be worse 
that doing the act: Hirhurei Aveirah take man’s most precious gift 
— his capacity to think, his intellect — and corrupts it.
 When a person sins with his body, he sins with his animal 
part. Sinning with one’s physical being is understandable. But when 
one is engaged in thinking about sin, when one takes the potential 
for all the good things that one could think about and one allows 
that intellect to become corrupted by thoughts of sin — that is 
worse than sin. Potential loss is the worse thing.
 In Koheles we find “Do not ask why were the earlier days 
better then now, for not out of wisdom do you inquire about this” 
[7:10]Don’t ask about the ‘good old days’.
 The Rebbe Reb Bunim interprets as follows: One looks at 
his youth and says “I had so much promise and so much potential 
back then — what happened to it all?” Solomon responds “not out 
of wisdom; it was lent to you” (interpreting ‘shalta al zeh’ not as ‘you 
inquire about this’ but ‘it was lent to you’).
 That potential was not acquired or bought — it was a gift! 
It was supposed to be developed and turned from potential into 
reality. But if that potential was left to just evaporate, it will never 
return.
 Potential is lent to us. If we work and strive we can make 
something of it, but if we look back and can’t find the potential — it 
is because it is in fact lost. It was merely a ‘shaylah’ — a loan.
 Our most precious possession is the potential G-d gives 
us. As the Netziv said, lost potential is a terrible thing, much worse 
than absence of potential in the first place. This is the teaching of 
the decapitated donkey. 

 �PaRSha Q&a: bo
1. What was Pharaoh’s excuse for not releasing the Jewish 

children? 10:11 - Since children don’t bring sacrifices there was 
no need for them to go.

2. How did the locusts in the time of Moshe differ from those 
in the days of Yoel? 10:14 - The plague brought by Moshe was 
composed of one species of locust, whereas the plague in the 
days of Yoel was composed of many species.

3. How did the first three days of darkness differ from the last 
three? 10:22 - During the first three days the Egyptians couldn’t 
see. During the last three days they couldn’t move.

4. When the Jews asked the Egyptians for gold and silver vessels, 
the Egyptians were unable to deny ownership of such vessels. 
Why? 10:22 - During the plague of darkness the Jews could see 
and they searched for and found the Egyptians’ vessels.

5. Makat bechorot took place at exactly midnight. Why did 
Moshe say it would take place at approximately midnight? 11:4 
- If Moshe said the plague would begin exactly at midnight, 
the Egyptians might miscalculate and accuse Moshe of being 
a fake.

6. Why did the first-born of the animals die? 11:5 - Because the 
Egyptians worshiped them as gods, and when G-d punishes a 
nation He also punishes its gods.

7. How did Moshe show respect to Pharaoh when he warned 

him about the aftermath of the plague of the first-born? 11:8 - 
Moshe warned that “All these servants of yours will come down 
to me” when, in fact, it was Pharaoh himself who actually came 
running to Moshe.

8. G-d told Moshe “so that My wonders will be multiplied” (11:9). 
What three wonders was G-d referring to? 11:9 - The plague 
of the first-born, the splitting of the sea, the drowning of the 
Egyptian soldiers.

9. Why did G-d command the mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh to 
Aharon, and not only to Moshe? 12:1 - As reward for his efforts 
in bringing about the plagues.

10. Up to what age is an animal fit to be a Pesach offering? 12:5 - 
One year.

11. Prior to the Exodus from Egypt, what two mitzvot involving 
blood did G-d give to the Jewish People? 12:6 - Circumcision 
and Korban Pesach.

12. Rashi gives two explanations of the word “Pasachti .” What are 
they? 12:13 - “I had mercy” and “I skipped.”

13. Why were the Jews told to stay indoors during makat bechorot? 
12:22 - Since it was a night of destruction, it was not safe for 
anyone to leave the protected premises of his home.

14. What was Pharaoh screaming as he ran from door to door the 
night of makat bechorot? 12:31 - “Where does Moshe live? 
Where does Aharon live?”

15. Why did Pharaoh ask Moshe to bless him? 12:32 - So he 
wouldn’t die, for he himself was a first-born.

16. Why did the Jewish People carry their matzah on their 
shoulders rather than have their animals carry it? 12:34 - 
Because the commandment of matzah was dear to them.

17. Who comprised the erev rav (mixed multitude)? 12:38 - People 
from other nations who became converts.

18. What three historical events occurred on the 15th of Nissan, 
prior to the event of the Exodus from Egypt? 12:41 - The angels 
came to promise that Sarah would have a son, Yitzchak was 
born, and the exile of the “covenant between the parts” was 
decreed.

19. What is the source of the “milk and honey” found in Eretz 
Yisrael ? 13:5 - Goat milk, date and fig honey.

20. The only non-kosher animal whose first-born is redeemed is 
the donkey. What did the donkeys do to “earn” this distinction? 
13:13 - They helped the Jews by carrying silver and gold out of 
Egypt.
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Shabbos day, Jan 20th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:20P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–5:20P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–

5:20P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:38P
 » Family Beis Medrash–7:40P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A

 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9:15P)
 » Advanced Hilchos Shabbos for men & women (Mon 8-9P)
 » Advanced Rashi on Chumash for men & women (Thur 8-9P)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed 8:15-9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


