
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

January 26-27, 2017  11 Shevat, 5778  Shabbos Beshalach, Shira
Mincha: 5:35P / Candlelighting: 5:36P  Shabbos Ends 6:45P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, Jan 26th

 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:36P
 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–5:35P
 » Shmueli Shalom Zachor (7340 Kirkham Drive)–9P

Shabbos day, Jan 27th

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:25P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–5:25P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–5:25P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:45P
 » Family Beis Medrash–7:45P
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P

 �ReFuah Shelaima
men
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Malka bas Etta Riva (Malkie Schick)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff) 
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �What’S Nu
 » our condlolences to Lori Jarmel on the death of her father, Mr. 

Leon Gale, this past week. May Lori be comforted among all the 
mourners of Tzion and Yerushalayim.

 » mazel tov to Rabbi Mordechai & Aliza Shueli on the birth of 
a boy. May they be zoche l’gadlo l’Torah, l’chuppah, u’l’ma’asim 
tovim, u’l’hachniso bivriso shel Avrohom Avinu b’zmano u’b’ito. 
Mazel Tov to the esteemed grandparents as well. The Shalom 
Zachor will be tonight, 9P, at the Shmueli home, 7340 Kirkham 
Dr. The bris will be at Ohev Shalom, 6821 McCallum Boulevard, 
Sunday, January 28 at 9:45A. 

 » Welcome to a group of students, with Nechemyah Rich, from 
Yeshiva Ohr HaTorah of Baltimore who are visiting our shul for 
Shabbos. 

 » Parking Reminder: CTC Shabbaton Reminder: No parking on 
street over Shabbos. There are 5 spots in back. 

 �the Waze oF haShem: Rabbi label lam
 It came to pass when Pharaoh sent the people, that G-d 
did not lead them [by] way of the land of the Philistines for it was 
near, because G-d said, “Lest the people reconsider when they see 
war and return to Egypt.”  (Shemos 13: 17)
 Lest the people reconsider… They will have second 
thoughts about the fact that they left Egypt and they will think 
about returning. (Rashi)
 The Jewish People have finally been granted permission to 
leave Egypt, after 10 powerful plagues. There is a short cut to go to 
the “Promised Land” and they take a detour that leads them into a 
trap by the Red Sea and a circuitous route through the desert.  Why 
were they led the longer way?
 They were sent by Pharaoh. The umbilical cord had not 
yet been severed. They were still like a yoyo on the end of his 
string. The greatest proof for this is when they were trapped by the 

sea. Pharaoh was accompanied by 600 chosen chariots and they 
managed to terrorize a group of more than 3 million people. The 
Jewish People were still under the spell of Pharaoh as their boss.  
They were not ready to confront the warrior resistance required to 
enter Eretz Yisrael.
 As a nation we needed to go through some enormous 
training sessions that would fully install the lessons of Emunah and 
Bitachon – absolute trust in G-d! They were in need of experiencing, 
the splitting of the sea, a war with Amalek, the daily gift of Bread 
from Heaven before they could begin to be ready to face the real 
challenges of life.
 We are granted here a window into the one of the ways 
of HASHEM. It’s helpful to understand what happened here at this 
point in history and it is instructive for many other situations as well.
 I once heard the following profoundly practical answer 
from Rabbi Nota Schiller the Dean of Ohr Somayach in Jerusalem 
in response to an oft asked question: “Rabbi, why do bad things 
happen to good people? Why is there suffering and disappointment 
in this world?”
 Rabbi Schiller pithily stated that when it comes to 
answering the question of suffering on any scale   there is a difference 
between an answer and an approach. An answer eliminates the 
question. If I ask what 2 plus 2 is, the number 4 negates the need for 
the question. We have our answer.
 Any single approach might include understanding life in a 
greater context from a number of angles. There are a few approaches 
that can be rattled off here and now. There are transmigrating 
souls finishing parts of previous missions. There’s a “pay now” 
versus “pay later” plan- in the face of eternity. Sometimes people 
are being saved from becoming corrupted and ruined. Then there 
is the possibility that someone is currently not ready for the size 
of the challenge. Even though we may not know which approach 
applies in a particular situation, some approach we may be aware of 
or another which is way beyond our ken must apply. An approach 
unlike an answer allows us to live with the question.
 I have learned (the hard way) to trust my GPS, WAZE. 
One Friday morning I went to pick up my son at the airport. I was 
taken off the parkway and sent on a long series of side roads. When 
I was directed to merge back onto the Hutchinson River Parkway 
from the service road, just behind the ramp to go on was a truck 
stuck under an overpass. The traffic was backed up for miles. I was 
spared that whole mess. I picked up my son on time.
 A family in Bnei Brak was granted a much needed free 
vacation in Sefad. When they arrived they were shocked to discover 
that the rental had been double-booked and someone was already 
there. Before heading back home, deeply disappointed the father 
and his son stopped to Daven Mincha. 
 The son let channeled his family’s frustration into his 
prayers. Impressed by the quality of his devotion, the Rabbi of the 
Shul took notice of him and thought he might be a good match 
for his daughter. The idea was pursued. They were introduced and 
later wed. It was certainly worthwhile to take that detour and follow 
trustingly the WAZE of HASHEM.  

 �the toRah’S aNSWeR: Rabbi Shlomo katz
 Our Parashah relates that, after the Exodus, the Egyptians 
pursued Bnei Yisrael to the Yam Suf. We read (14:10), “Pharaoh 
approached, and Bnei Yisrael raised their eyes and behold! — Egypt 
was journeying after them, and they were very frightened; and Bnei 
Yisrael cried out to Hashem.” The Midrash Mechilta records that 
Bnei Yisrael were divided into four groups, and for each of them 
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Moshe had a different message. One group said, “All is lost; let’s 
throw ourselves into the sea.” To them, Moshe said (14:13), “Stand 
fast and see the salvation of Hashem.” A second wanted to return 
to Egypt, but Moshe told them: “As you have seen Egypt today, you 
shall never see them again.” A third wanted to fight, but Moshe said 
(14:14), “Hashem shall do battle for you.” The last group wanted to 
cry out. To them Moshe said, “You shall remain silent.”
 R’ Yosef Shalom Elyashiv z”l (Yerushalayim; 1910-2012) 
observes that in every generation, whatever the challenge facing the 
Jewish People, there are multiple groups of well-meaning people 
suggesting different approaches to addressing the issues of the day. 
But, what is usually missing from the discussion, as was the case at 
the Yam Suf, is a Torah perspective. One group says (verse 11), “Are 
there no graves in Egypt?” That group does not have faith in the 
eternity of the Jewish People. Another group says, “Let us return to 
Egypt.” That group mistakenly thinks that there would be no anti-
Semitism if we would only integrate with our neighbors. And so on. 
Moshe Rabbeinu–i.e., the Torah–has an answer for each of them, as 
the Midrash describes. (Mishnat Ha’Grish: Pesach p.397)
********
 “This is my Kel – ‘v’anvaihu’ / and I will build Him a Sanctuary.” 
(15:2). The Gemara (Shabbat 133b) interprets the word “V’anvaihu” 
as being related to the word “Na’eh” / “beautiful,” and derives from 
here the concept of “Hiddur Mitzvah” / beautifying a mitzvah. Says 
the Gemara: “Beautify yourself before Him with Mitzvot — make a 
beautiful Sukkah, a beautiful Lulav, a beautiful Shofar, beautiful Tzitzit, 
a beautiful Sefer Torah . . .” [Until here from the Gemara]
 R’ Yoel Sirkes z”l (Poland; 1561-1640; author of the 
important Halachic work, Bayit Chadash) asks: Why did the Torah 
say, “V’anvaihu” / “And I will beautify Him,” rather than saying only, 
“V’anveh” / “And I will beautify”?
 He explains: Some people make beautiful Sukkot, buy 
beautiful Lulavim, etc. for their own egos. That, however, is not 
beautifying the Mitzvah. Rather, “Anvaihu” / “I will beautify [for] 
Him!” (Meishiv Nefesh Al Megilat Ruth 2:8)
********
 “Moshe and Aharon said to all of Bnei Yisrael, ‘In the 
evening, you shall know that Hashem took you out of the land of 
Egypt. And, in the morning you will see the glory of Hashem, that 
He has heard your complaints against Hashem–for what are we that 
you should incite complaints against us?’ And, Moshe said, ‘When, 
in the evening, Hashem gives you meat to eat, and bread to satiate 
yourselves in the morning; as Hashem hears your complaints that 
you complain against Him — for what are we? — your complaints 
are not against us, but against Hashem!’” (16:6-8)
 The Gemara (Chullin 89a) teaches: What is said about 
Moshe and Aharon is greater than what was said about Avraham. 
Avraham said (Bereishit 18:27), “I am but dust and ash,” whereas 
Moshe and Aharon said, “What are we?” [Until here from the 
Gemara.] Avraham’s words, “I am but dust and ash,” imply that 
Avraham felt he was “something,” whereas Moshe felt that he and 
Aharon were “nothing.”
 R’ Mordechai Yehuda Krause shlita (Chief Rabbi 
of Yerucham, Israel) asks: Why is Moshe’s statement here 
praiseworthy? Wasn’t he simply saying, “Don’t blame us. This is 
Hashem’s problem!”?

 R’ Krause answers: That statement itself is the essence 
of humility. Humility means recognizing that “I have nothing 
to contribute to resolving the issue before me. Only Hashem 
can do that.” Haughtiness, on the other hand, indicates that one 
has forgotten Hashem, and that is why it is so deplorable. (Netiv 
B’mayim Azim p.414-415) 

 �PaRSha Q&a: beShalach
1. What percentage of the Jewish People died during the plague 

of darkness? 13:18 - Eighty percent (four-fifths).
2. Why did the oath that Yosef administered to his brothers apply 

to Moshe’s generation? 13:19 - Yosef made his brothers swear 
that they would make their children swear.

3. Why did the Egyptians want to pursue the Jewish People? 14:5 
- To regain their wealth.

4. Where did the Egyptians get animals to pull their chariots? 
14:7 - From those Egyptians who feared the word of G-d and 
kept their animals inside during the plagues.

5. What does it mean that the Jewish People “took hold of their fathers’ 
craft” (tafsu umnut avotam )? 14:10 - They cried out to G-d.

6. How did G-d cause the wheels of the Egyptian chariots to fall 
off? 14:25 - He melted them with fire.

7. Why were the dead Egyptians cast out of the sea? 14:30 - So that 
the Jewish People would see the destruction of the Egyptians 
and be assured of no further pursuit.

8. To what future time is the verse hinting when it uses the 
future tense of “Then Moshe and Bnei Yisrael will sing”? 15:1 - 
Resurrection of the dead during the time of mashiach .

9. Why are the Egyptians compared to stone, lead, and straw? 
15:5 - The wickedest ones floated like straw, dying slowly. The 
average ones suffered less, sinking like stone. Those still more 
righteous sunk like lead, dying immediately.

10. The princes of Edom and Moav had nothing to fear from the 
Jewish People. Why, then, were they “confused and gripped with 
trembling”? 15:14 - They felt horrible seeing Israel in a state of glory.

11. Moshe foretold that he would not enter the Land of Israel. 
Which word in the parsha indicates this? 15:17 - “T’vi-aimo ...” 
-- “Bring them” (and not “bring us”).

12. Why is Miriam referred to as “Aharon’s sister” and not as 
“Moshe’s sister”? 15:20 - Aharon put himself at risk for her 
when she was struck with tzara’at . (See Bamidbar 12:12 )

13. The Jewish women trusted that G-d would grant the Jewish 
People a miraculous victory over the Egyptians. How do we see 
this? 15:20 - They brought musical instruments with them in 
preparation for the miraculous victory celebration.

14. Which sections of the Torah did the Jewish People receive at 
Marah? 15:25 - Shabbat, Red Heifer, Judicial Laws.

15. When did Bnei Yisrael run out of food? 16:1 - 15th of Iyar.
16. What lesson in derech eretz concerning the eating of meat is 

taught in this week’s Parsha? 16:8 - One should not eat meat to 
the point of satiety.

17. How did non-Jews experience the taste of the manna? 16:21 - 
The sun melted whatever manna remained in the fields. This 
flowed into streams from which animals drank. Whoever ate 
these animals tasted manna
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 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:25P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–5:25P
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 » Family Beis Medrash–7:45P

�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9:15P)
 » Advanced Hilchos Shabbos for men & women (Mon 8-9P)
 » Advanced Rashi on Chumash for men & women (Thur 8-9P)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed 8:15-9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


