
Congregation toras Chaim
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

February 9-10, 2018  25 Shevat, 5778  Shabbos Mishpatim, Shekalim
Mincha: 5:50P / Candlelighting: 5:49P  Shabbos Ends 6:58P

�ShabboS Schedule
Friday Night, Feb 9th

 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:49P
 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–5:50P

Shabbos day, Feb 10th

 » Mishnah Avoda Zara shiur (Rabbi Reuven Wortrich)–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:40P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–5:40P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–5:40P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:58P
 » Family Beis Medrash–Canceled this week
�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P

 �ReFuah Shelaima
men
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson of Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Malka bas Etta Riva (Malkie Schick)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff) 
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �What’S Nu
 » Welcome to Rabbi Noach & Bitsy Burr for Shabbos.
 » Save the date: melava malka, motzei Shabbos, Feb 24. A 

tremendous debt of gratitude is owed to Mark, Michelle and Judy 
Gothelf for using their name and credit on our behalf these past 
years while we continued to pay off the loan. All adults are invited 
to a CTC Melava Malka, where the Gothelfs will be honored, 
hosted very graciously by Irwin & June Harris, 7011 Mumford 
Rd., Dallas 75252, Saturday night, Feb 24, 2018, 8:30PM.

 » ctc Purim Seudah: chaired by Ariella Bush; dinner prepared 
by Ehoud Wilson; Desserts prepared by Ehoud Wilson and 
Shoshana & Shira Ahuva Rich. menu: Chicken Shwarma (grilled 
legs and thighs with shwarma spice on top of israeli rice with 
grilled onion); Pita Kababs (Kabab patty baked in pita with tehini 
sauce); Pineapple Teryaki Brazed Chicken Breast (served with 
stir fried noodles); Grilled sweet potato in rosemary in olive 
oil; Three types bell peppers with balsamic honey and garlic; 
Grilled vegetables- zuccini, squash, red onions, corn; Sabich salad 
eggplant potato hard boiled eggs tomato radish red onion lemon 
with thini sauce; Vegetable patties; Home made baba ganush; 
Desserts; Fruit platters: watermelon, pineapples, melons, mango, 
and berries; Layered mini cups desserts: Whipped cream, kiwi/
berries, and cake; Mousse Cups, Mandel Bread and Hamentashen; 
Drinks: Pink lemonade, regular lemonade, water. cost: $15 per 
person (adults and children 3+). byob.

 » mishloach manos campaign: For just $5.00 per recipient (or 
$180 for everyone on the list – a tremendous savings), you can 
participate in the sending of a beautiful gift basket to anyone on 
our mishloach manos list. Every family on the list will receive 
one gift package, along with a Purim card that lists all the people 

who participated in their package.  For example, if you are sent a 
Mishloach Manos package from more than one individual, you 
will still only receive one basket; all those people sending you the 
Mishloach Manos will be listed on the card. Look for the email 
from the shul on Sunday.

 » Parking Reminder: CTC Shabbaton Reminder: No parking on 
street over Shabbos. There are 5 spots in back. 

 �the NoSe kNoWS! Rabbi label lam
 Distance yourself from a false matter… (Shemos 23:7)
 In a Parsha packed with Mitzvos, this warning to distance 
one’s self from falsehood is not one. If it is not a Commandment 
then what is it? Moshe is told to place the Mitzvos in front of the 
Jewish People like a Shulchan Aruch- like a set table. Moving away 
from false matters sounds more like advice on how to enjoy and 
savor every bite.
 One of my colleagues intimated that it is a Mida- a 
character trait that requires refinement. How so? Every Mida is 
a necessary sensitivity for balancing our beings. The ability to 
detect truth and to distinguish true matters from false matters 
is vital for our survival and our personal development. A person 
lacking that discernment remains vulnerable to the techniques of 
the many outlets of misinformation, disinformation, and seductive 
salesmanship. The quest for truth is an essential ingredient of the 
soul. When that sense is overly dulled or frustrated the human 
personality adopts a posture of terminal cynicism. It doubts that 
truth exists. It assumes the meaning of life is subjective and truth - a 
pipe dream for philosophers or fools. It’s no wonder then that TIME 
magazine’s cover recently featured the title, “Is Truth Dead?”   
 Checking out at Walmart, a short while back, all I had to 
purchase was a blank notebook; a bound sketchpad without lines. 
I told the cashier half cynically as I thumbed through the empty 
pages I wanted to have in my possession a book that every word in it 
is true. This kindly elderly lady with her name, “June” on her badge, 
chimed in profoundly, “Well there’s always the Torah, that’s surely 
true!” I had to admit that I couldn’t agree more but as I strolled out 
I continued to wonder how she knew it’s all true. The answer is, the 
Talmud tells us, “Truth is recognizable!” We know from the depth of 
our beings when we are face to face with the authentic article.
 In a Q&A session in Yeshiva more than 35 years ago a student 
posed the following difficulty he was confronting: “Before I became 
religious I was openly exposed to immorality and many images too. 
Yet I remained unaffected. Now that I became “religious” the slightest 
contact with these things immediately upsets my moral equilibrium. 
Maybe I was better and better off before I became religious.”
 The Rabbi answered with a story. It was something he 
had witnessed. He was walking through the streets of Jerusalem. 
A sewage pipe had broken and there was raw sewage all over. The 
stench was unbearable and he tried quickly to pass by and get away 
from the unpleasantness of the situation. I remember the look on 
his face as he was reliving this. It must have been really bad. 
 He said there was a group of men stationed there to clean 
up and repair the mess. He was amazed that they were able remain 
there and to work knee deep in sewage. It was so intolerable! As 
he was rushing past a siren sounded signaling break time and the 
crew immediately halted work and took out their lunch boxes and 
started to eat. He couldn’t believe what he had just witnessed.
 The Rabbi went on to explain that they had become so 
desensitized to the foulness of their surroundings, that they were able 
to remain totally oblivious to the stench. Their senses had become 

kidduSh this Shabbos is sponsored on the ocassion of the 4th Yahrtzeit of Malka Shulamis bas Yosef Yaakov, may her neshama have an aliyah, by 
her husband Eli, and children, Yael Bodenheimer, and Ari & Noam Goldberg. ShaloSh SeudoS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please 

contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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dulled to the point where they could sit and eat in that wretched 
place. Any other pedestrian like himself was disgusted to have to pass 
it by quickly and they could not get farther away more quickly. 
 So too when it comes to immorality! A person becomes 
desensitized to certain sights and scenes and after a while they are 
like wallpaper in his mind. He fails to feel. The terrible down side is 
that these senses are most useful and meaningful in building a family 
and creating a healthy marriage and that muted emotional response 
is a relationship killer. This dullness is the death of a vital organ.
 We all naturally appreciate the sweet scent of truth and we 
are all naturally disgusted by the fowl odor of falsehood. “Distance 
your-self from falsehood” cautions that we remain sensitive to 
TRUTH. Overexposure to foolishness and falsehood makes us dull 
to the receptivity of even obvious TRUTH. The nose knows!  

 �biRthdayS: JeWiSh SouRceS
 Based on the aforementioned special mazal influence 
which is operative on a person’s birthday, the great Sephardic 
Chacham Rabbi Chaim Palaggi writes that one should give extra 
tzedaka on his birthday because the increased mazal of the day will 
increase the impact of good deeds on his personality and character 
(Tzedakah L’Chaim). The Arvei Nachal (Parshat Shemini) writes 
that when a person focuses his efforts on a particular positive 
character trait on his birthday, G-d provides extra help to perpetuate 
that effort (Sefer Minhag Yisrael Torah p. 264).
 Several sources mention various birthdays of special 
significance. The Chatam Sofer (Torat Moshe, Parshat Vayera) 
claims that Avraham made an annual celebration for Isaac on the 
anniversary of his brit milah. In fact, the Ben Ish Chai (Re’eh 17) 
composed a special prayer for this occasion.
 The 12th and 13th birthday of a girl or boy, respectively, 
marking the commencement of mitzvah observance according to 
Torah law, are also singled out for celebration. True, regarding the 
bat mitzvah, Rav Moshe Feinstein states that it is merely a glorified 
birthday party and thus only a seudat reshut (Iggrot Moshe, Orach 
Chaim 1:104). However, Rav Ovadia Yosef, in addressing this 
comment of Rav Feinstein, writes that a bat mitzvah is indeed a 
special occasion when we celebrate a person’s obligation in mitzvot. 
Furthermore, he writes that even if it were nothing more than a 
birthday party, it would still be a seudat mitzvah if words of Torah 
are recited (Yabia Omer, Orach Chaim 6:29).
 The Talmud (Mo’ed Katan 28a) relates that the Sage Rav 
Yosef made a celebration upon attaining the age of sixty because he 
“outlived” the age of karet. Since this indicates that a 60th birthday 
is a cause for celebration, the Kaf HaChaim writes that one should 
recite the she’hechiyanu blessing on a new fruit in honor of this 
milestone birthday. Similarly, Chavot Yair (Responsa 70) writes that 
one should make a special meal and recite she’hechiyanu on his 
70th birthday since he has reached what the Sages consider to be 
a full life. Indeed, it is told of Rav Yakov Yosef Herman zt”l that he 
celebrated turning 70 for this reason.
 The Ben Ish Chai (Re’eh 17) records the custom to 
celebrate a birthday every year, accompanied by Torah learning 
and mitzvah observance, and comments that it is a good custom 
that he followed in his own family. Rav Moshe Feinstein reportedly 
insisted that each of his grandchildren call him on his birthday to 

wish him well. Ginzei Yosef (4) writes that it is a good custom to 
recite a she’hechiyanu over a new fruit or a new garment on all of 
one’s birthdays. Rav Ovadia Yosef also notes that on any of one’s 
birthdays it is appropriate to have a special meal accompanied by 
words of Torah, and that such a meal would be a seudat mitzvah 
(Yabia Omer, Orach Chaim 6:29).
 The K’tav Sofer considered one’s birthday to be a time for 
strengthening Torah learning and for personal reflection. On his 
50th birthday he celebrated by making a public siyum on Tractate 
Pesachim and “thanking G-d for bringing me to this point in my life, 
and for giving me the strength to learn and teach Torah” (Yoreh De’ah 
148). On his 54th birthday, a student found him despondent because, 
as he explained, he then began to “judge” himself (the Hebrew 
word for “judge”, dan, has a gematria of 54), and felt that he had not 
accomplished what he should have at that point in life (Kuntrus Ohel 
Leah, printed at the beginning of K’tav Sofer on the Torah).
 Rav Shmuel Salant, in honor of his seventieth and 
eightieth birthdays, donated the amount of coins corresponding to 
his age to tzedakah (Sefer Hakatan v’Hilchotav, ch. 84). A birthday 
is also a special opportunity to respect others and show them that 
they are appreciated. In this light, the Tiferet Yisrael insisted that his 
children write notes of mazal tov to each other on their birthdays 
(Aparkasta d’Anya 123). The modern-day version of this would be 
to send a birthday card, and thereby fulfill the mitzvah of “loving 
others as oneself ”. 

 �PaRSha Q&a: miShPatim
1. In what context is a mezuza mentioned in this week’s parsha? 

21:6 - If a Hebrew slave desires to remain enslaved, his owner 
brings him “to the doorpost mezuza” to pierce his ear.

2. What special mitzvah does the Torah give to the master of a 
Hebrew maidservant? 21:8,9 - To marry her.

3. What is the penalty for wounding one’s father or mother? 21:15 
- Death by strangulation.

4. A intentionally hits B. As a result, B is close to death. Besides 
any monetary payments, what happens to A? 21:19 - He is put 
in jail until B recovers or dies.

5. What is the penalty for someone who tries to murder a 
particular person, but accidentally kills another person 
instead? Give two opinions. 21:23 - (a) The murderer deserves 
the death penalty. (b) The murderer is exempt from death but 
must compensate the heirs of his victim.

6. A slave goes free if his master knocks out one of the slave’s 
teeth. What teeth do not qualify for this rule and why? 21:26 - 
Baby teeth, which grow back.

7. An ox gores another ox. What is the maximum the owner of the 
damaging ox must pay, provided his animal had gored no more 
than twice previously? 21:35 - The full value of his own animal.

8. From where in this week’s parsha can the importance of work be 
demonstrated? 21:37 - From the “five-times” penalty for stealing 
an ox and slaughtering it. This fine is seen as punishment for 
preventing the owner from plowing with his ox.

9. What is meant by the words “If the sun shone on him”? 22:2 - If 
it’s as clear as the sun that the thief has no intent to kill.
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�Weekday Schedule
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P
�claSSeS
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9:15P)
 » Advanced Hilchos Shabbos for men & women (Mon 8-9P)
 » Advanced Rashi on Chumash for men & women (Thur 8-9P)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed 8:15-9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


