
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

March 16-17, 2018  1 Nissan, 5778  Shabbos Vayikro, HaChodesh, Rosh Chodesh
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 7:18P  Shabbos Ends 8:18P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, March 16th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:18P

Shabbos Day, March 17th

 » Mishnah Avoda Zara shiur (Rabbi Reuven Wortrich)–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–6:05P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men, women & young children in shul–7:05P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:18P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:25P

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Rafoel Dov Baer ben Rus (Dr. Barry M. Baylis)
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson of Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Malka bas Etta Riva (Malkie Schick)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff) 
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Pesach Halacha Shiurim: Next two weeks, on Monday evenings 

following Mincha/Maariv Rabbi Rich will deliver shiurim on the 
halachos of Pesach for men and women, beginning with all customs and 
laws for month of Nissan and going straight through the laws of the 
seder, including, chronologically, everything in between. 

 » Themes in Haggada: Rabbi Eliyahu Heller will deviate from his normal 
parsha shiur on Wednesday nights and focus on themes in the haggadah 
these next two weeks. This should be a fascinating mini-series. All men 
and women invited to atten following Mincha/Maariv.

 » Parking Reminder: CTC Shabbaton Reminder: No parking on street 
over Shabbos. There are 5 spots in back. 

 � ELIMINATE ALL THE BUGS IN THE PESACH PROGRAM: 
RABBI LABEL LAM

 For seven days you shall eat unleavened cakes, but on the 
preceding day you shall clear away all leaven from your houses, for whoever 
eats leaven from the first day until the seventh day that soul shall be cut off 
from Israel. (Shemos 12:15)
 These words strike fear in the heart Jewish Mothers and entire 
families for the last 3327 years. It propels the entire household into a 
frenetic search for that stuff called Chametz whether it’s liquid or solid, 
whether visible or even microscopic. It’s a good thing! We are looking to 
arrest and destroy that which represents negativity in our lives so we can be 
free.
 However, this is no mere morality play with symbolic figures 
playing metaphoric roles. It’s as real as real can be. The Torah warns those 
who dare to violate the prohibition of eating Chametz on Pesach with a 
“punishment” of “Kores”- being cut off. It sounds to the untutored ear too 
serious for such a seemingly slight misstep. Why would the Merciful One 
throttle His people with fearful warnings? Why are we so responsive?

 A group of students this week were involved in a special pre-
Pesach project that involved checking lettuce (that qualifies for Marror 
at the Pesach Seder) for bugs. Besides my offering a bounty of ten cents 
for every bug discovered, I was asked by the Rebbe to give a brief pre-
activity introduction. It was a gruesome experience and in the end it cost 
me megabucks. In the beginning, I shared the following scenario:
 Imagine, please, there is a father who owns a gas station but not 
just a regular gas station. It’s one of those places that serves coffee and 
donuts too. One day the son joins his father at work. The father entrusts his 
son with the task of pumping gas while the father manages the coffee sales. 
When people enter the store for their coffee the father asks, “How do you 
like it? (the coffee) One lump of two?” The father dutifully makes the coffee 
with milk or not according to the customer’s specifications and with one or 
two or more cubes of sugar.
 The sun wants to emulate his father’s style of customer service 
and so every customer who wants gas is asked, “One lump or two?” It usually 
gains a smile from the customer and afterward they drive away. By the end 
of the day, though, the phone is ringing off the hook with complaints and 
eventually police cars are crowding the otherwise sleepy gas station. What 
has happened?
 Every car that left the station that day broke down. The boy was 
not just joking when he inquired about the lumps of sugar. He wrongly 
reasoned that that if sugar sweetens coffee it can sweeten an engine. Just the 
opposite is true. The quickest and easiest way to destroy a car is to put sugar 
into the tank of a car. That’s what happened. Imagine now the horror of the 
father and fright of the son who realizes he just brought grief and financial 
ruin upon his dear father.
 The gas tank does not care if the boy had sweet intentions. 
I recently saw a cartoon. A man is staring curiously at a sign, “Law of 
gravity strictly enforced!” Neither the physical nor the spiritual laws of the 
universe need our enforcement. They work continuously and are reliably 
indiscriminant.
 The Torah, therefore, in its abundant mercy forewarns us of the 
gravity of eating Chametz on Pesach or bugs in Romaine lettuce. It clogs 
the spiritual arteries of the consumer like sugar ruins the engine of the car. 
It desensitizes and blocks the Jewish soul from perceiving the panoramic 
sweep of history from the origin of this species, the Jewish People, to the 
end of times, a scene that’s available at the Pesach Seder He thereby by 
default “opts out” of the picture- an aspect of being cut off!
 We are warned, not a as a cruel dictatorial threat but as a 
benevolent doctor warns a diabetic patient to curb their consumption of 
sweets. “I am HASHEM your doctor!” You know what the results, the cause 
and effect will likely be! I’m looking out for your good! I want you to be 
healthy and successful. Therefore rid yourself of Chametz like a poison and 
eliminate all the bugs in the Pesach program!  

 � SALTING WITH SUGAR?!: RABBI YEHUDA SPITZ
 One of the main topics discussed in Sefer Vayikra is that of 
Korbanos (loosely translated as sacrifices). Due to their complicated nature 
and exacting minutiae, as well as the relevant Parshiyos falling out during 
the hectic “Arba Parshiyos” Purim - Pesach season, they sort of get lost 
in the shuffle. But the most common reason why many do not appear so 
well-versed in this topic is the general feeling that the subject of Korbanos 
doesn’t really “speak” to us, as it just does not seem that relevant to our daily 
lives, in view of the fact that our daily Tefillos have replaced them ever since 
the Beis HaMikdash’s destruction.
 Yet, there are some aspects of Korbanos that do have more of a 
noticeable effect on our everyday lives. For example, the Mitzva to have salt 
on the table when having a meal is directly based on the requirement to 
have salt on every Korban, as our tables are compared to the Altar and our 

KIDDUSH & SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is co-sponsored by Reva Gorelik for the purpose of strengthening Shemiras (Guarding) and 
Oneg (Enjoying) Shabos. Our Sages tell us if we would all keep two Shabbosim in a row Moshiach would come. May it be His Will. KIDDUSH 
this Shabbos is co-sponsored by Rebekkah Bodoff as a zechus for Rebekkah’s mother, Devorah bas Shaindy, may she have a refuah shelaima b’soch 
sha’ar cholei Yisroel.  SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is co-sponsored by Rabbi Reuven & Selina Wortrich in honor of his siyum Seder Nezikin 

Mishnayos. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.

CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM • RABBI YAAKOV RICH • 7103 MUMFORD CT., DALLAS, TX 75252 • 972-835-6016 • WWW.TORASCHAIMDALLAS.ORG



food to a sacrifice.
 Another practice based on Korbanos is the proper size of salt 
needed to salt our meat and chickens when Kashering them. The Shulchan 
Aruch rules that medium-sized salt should be used (not too big, not too 
small, just right!). Rabbeinu Bachaye famously comments that this can be 
inferred from the verse regarding Korbanos, “b’melach timlach”, “that you 
should salt them with salt”. The fact that the Torah uses the same word twice 
to describe this action shows that it should be done with medium-sized 
salt. This affects everyone’s lives (even if many think their kosher chickens 
are magically grown on the supermarket shelves), as the proper way to 
remove the blood from a slaughtered chicken, and thereby rendering it fit 
for kosher eating, is via this salting.
 However, over the years, there are some who have stretched 
this Korbanos connection even more. The Mahar”i Chagiz addresses the 
issue of whether sugar can be used as a substitute to “salt” a Korban. He 
maintains that it is indeed permissible to use sugar, as, although sugar is 
sweet, nevertheless, since it can be used as a preservative, it is considered a 
true salt. Rav Daniel Tirani, the famed Ikrei HaDa”T, takes this comparison 
a step further, noting that sugar in his time was in fact called by many 
“Indian salt”. Interestingly, he concludes that just as sugar may be used to 
salt a Korban, so too, if one has no salt available to kasher his meat, he may 
use sugar instead!
 Several authorities ruled similarly, allowing sugar as a substitute 
for kashering their chickens. The Avnei Nezer even testified that the Gaon 
from Lisa, the great Chavas Daas, once used sugar to salt his meat!
 Opposition was not long in coming, though. Many decisors 
vehemently argued against permitting sugar for salting. Their main 
objection was that the jump in logic equating Korbanos to salting our meat 
was tenuous at best. Even if sugar fits into the salt category as a preservative 
to allow it to be offered on the Altar, nevertheless, in order to be used as salt 
to kasher our meat and chickens, its proficiency in drawing out blood on an 
equal level as salt would have to be proven! The Yad Yehuda even recorded 
that when he asked scientists whether sugar can draw out blood as salt 
does, he was laughed at.
 Due to this, the majority of Halachic authorities through the ages, 
including the Divrei Chaim, the Maharshak, the Ksav Sofer, and the Ben 
Ish Chai, forbade salting meat or chicken with sugar. Many contemporary 
poskim as well, including Rav Yosef Chaim Zonnenfeld, the Kaf Hachaim, 
Rav Moshe Feinstein, the Klausenberger Rebbe, Rav Shmuel HaLevi 
Wosner, the Tzitz Eliezer, and Rav Ovadiah Yosef, write very strongly that 
salting with sugar is not a viable option. Several authorities maintain that if 
one transgresses, he might even be required to kasher his utensils used.
 Nowadays, most of us would consider this whole issue to be 
moot. However, there have been those who allowed this scenario in 
extremely extenuating circumstances. Rav Moshe Halberstam zt”l told this 
author that during the 1948 Israeli Independence War, in the former Arab 
village now known as Har Nof, the Jews there were cut off from supply lines 
and were forced to rely upon sugar for salting!
 So, the next time we add a “spoonful of sugar” (or a “salt substitute” 
substitute) into our coffee, we can remind ourselves of the intricacies of the 
Korbanos that are woven into our daily lives and hope we will soon merit 
to actually bringing them in the rebuilt Bais Hamikdash.

 � SHABBOS Q&A: VAYIKRO
1. Who does the word “eilav” in verse 1:1 exclude? 1:1 - Aharon.
2. Name all the types of animals and birds mentioned in this week’s 

Parsha. 1:2,14, 3:12 - Cattle, sheep, goats, turtledoves (torim), and 
doves (bnei yona).

3. What two types of sin does an olah atone for? 1:4 - Neglecting a 
positive command, and violating a negative command which is 
rectified by a positive command.

4. Where was the olah slaughtered? 1:5 - In the Mishkan Courtyard 
(azarah).

5. What procedure of an animal-offering can a non-kohen perform? 1:5 
- Ritual slaughter.

6. Besides the fire the kohanim bring on the altar, where else did the fire 
come from? 1:7 - It descended from Heaven.

7. At what stage of development are torim (turtledoves) and bnei yona 
(young pigeons) unfit as offerings? 1:14 - When their plumage turns 
golden. At that stage, bnei yona are too old and torim are too young.

8. What is melika? 1:15 - Slaughtering a bird from the back of the neck 
using one’s fingernail.

9. Why are animal innards offered on the altar, while bird innards are 
not? 1:16 - An animal’s food is provided by its owner, so its innards are 
“kosher.” Birds, however, eat food that they scavenge, so their innards 
are tainted with “theft.”

10. Why does the Torah describe both the animal and bird offerings as 
a “satisfying aroma”? 1:17 - To indicate that the size of the offering is 
irrelevant, provided your heart is directed toward G-d.

11. Why is the term “nefesh” used regarding the flour offering? 2:1 - 
Usually, it is a poor person who brings a flour offering. Therefore, G-d 
regards it as if he had offered his nefesh (soul).

12. Which part of the free-will mincha offering is burned on the altar? 
2:1 - The kometz (fistful).

13. The Torah forbids bringing honey with the mincha. What is meant by 
“honey”? 2:11 - Any sweet fruit derivative.

14. When does the Torah permit bringing a leavened bread offering? 2:12 
- On Shavuot.

15. Concerning shelamim, why does the Torah teach about sheep and 
goats separately? 3:7 - Because they differ regarding the alya (fat tail). 
The lamb’s alya is burned on the altar but the goat’s is not.

16. For most offerings the kohen may use a service vessel to apply the 
blood on the mizbe’ach. For which korban may he apply the blood 
using only his finger? 3:8 - The chatat.

17. Who is obligated to bring a chatat? 4:2 - One who accidentally 
transgresses a negative commandment whose willing violation carries 
the karet (excision) penalty.

18. Where were the remains of the bull burned while in the wilderness?   
Where were they burned during the time of the Beit Hamikdash? 4:12 
- Outside the three camps. Outside Jerusalem.

19. What two things does a voluntary mincha have that a minchat chatat 
lacks? 5:11 - Levona and oil.

20. What is the minimum value of a korban asham? 5:15 - Two shekalim.
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Shabbos Day, March 17th

 » Mishnah Avoda Zara shiur (Rabbi Reuven Wortrich)–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–6:05P
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 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:18P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:25P

�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Advanced Hilchos Pesach for men & women (Mon evenings 

following M/M)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Haggadah (Wed evenings following M/M)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before mincha)

Good Shabbos


