
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

March 2-3, 2018  16 Adar, 5778  Shabbos Ki Sisa
Mincha: 6:10P / Candlelighting: 6:08P  Shabbos Ends 7:16P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, March 2nd

 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:08P
 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–6:10P

Shabbos Day, March 3rd

 » Mishnah Avoda Zara shiur (Rabbi Reuven Wortrich)–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:55P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–5:55P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–5:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:16P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson of Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Malka bas Etta Riva (Malkie Schick)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff) 
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » A Tremendous Thank You to Ehoud Wilson and Ariella Bush for 

cooking for and chairing the the unbelievable Purim seudah we 
all enjoyed this past Thursday night. Special mention to Moshe 
Bush and Chana Esther Day for doing the shopping and helping 
tremendously with the cooking. By far the best seudah we have 
ever had in the shul. Plenty of ruchnius and gashmius for all, not 
to mention enough dancing to work off all the calories. Next year 
in Yerushalayim.

 » A Big Yasher Koach to everyone who participated in this year’s 
Mishloach Manos project. The shul raised just south of $3,000. A 
special mention and thank you to Rebbetzin Rich for designing, 
preparing and delivering the Mishloach Manos. Special mention 
to Hillary Rothstein for helping to prepare the Mishloach Manos 
Wednesday night after leining.

 » Parking Reminder: CTC Shabbaton Reminder: No parking on 
street over Shabbos. There are 5 spots in back. 

 � SHABBOS HAS KEPT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL HOLY: 
RABBI LABEL LAM

 “The Children of Israel shall observe the Shabbos, to make 
the Shabbos an eternal covenant for their generations. Between Me 
and the Children of Israel, it is a sign forever that in a six-day period 
Hashem made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He rested 
and was refreshed. (Shemos 32:16-17)
 He promised them that this sign will remain forever and 
Israel will make great personal sacrifices for its sake and through 
this the sign will remain with them forever. He also promised them 
that no other peoples will accept this day as their day of rest, rather 
they will seek to rest on another day. (Malbim)
 What’s so special about Shabbos? Why is it the central day 

in the Jewish week? Let’s see if we can appreciate one small sliver of 
an approach.
 A Rabbi was speaking to an elder group of Jews in Florida 
some time back. He wanted to impress upon them the greatness 
of the sainted Chofetz Chaim. He told them that in a town near 
to Radin where the Chofetz Chaim resided there was a butcher 
whose son had become a flagrant desecrater of the Shabbos. This 
presented a tremendous problem for the whole town. The son’s ill 
behavior reflected on the butcher and cast a shadow of over the 
credibility of his Kashrus.
 It was the source of great controversy for the whole community 
and deep personal pain for the butcher. After many discussions and 
after having exhausted every other option it was decided that they 
would bring the young man to meet the Chofetz Chaim. They did. 
After a brief encounter in a closed room the boy came out transformed 
and from then on was dutifully observant of the Shabbos.
 After the Rabbi concluded his lecture an older man 
approached him and told him that he was from a certain small town 
adjacent to Radin. His father was a butcher. In his youth he had gone on 
a streak of rebelliousness and had desecrated the Shabbos. His father 
had taken him to the Chofetz Chaim and from then on he ceased 
from violating the Shabbos. “I was that young man in the story!” he 
confessed. The Rabbi pressed him, “What happened in that room?”
 He related, “I entered the room and saw this sweet elderly 
Rabbi. He took my hand with his two soft and gentle hands and he 
began to say, “Shabbos, oy Shabbos…” He repeated over and over 
again and he began to cry. A tear ran off his cheek and landed on 
the back of my hand. When I felt that hot tear I gave a shriek and 
ran out of the room, vowing at that moment I would never violate 
Shabbos again.”
 Rabbi Yehuda Halevi, the Kuzari, relates a remarkable 
fact. For all the various measurements of time there is some 
corresponding celestial cue. During the course of a month the 
moon does its dance across the sky. A year can be measured by the 
angle of the sun’s rays. These are openly observable phenomena.
 However, a week is a peculiar creature. Why is the entire 
world obedient to a seven-day week. What heavenly signal keeps all of 
humanity in concert with this schedule? The Kuzari posits that it is a 
remnant of the persistent memory of all humanity. That from the very 
beginning the world had an original and continuing cycle of Shabbos.
 A second point of interest is that the other faiths have chosen 
days in the week other than Shabbos as days of relaxation. They do 
not contest which day is Shabbos. On that all are in agreement. These 
have parked ¼ of humanity on Friday the 6th day and these have 
placed ¼ of mankind on Sunday, the 1st day of the week.
 With ink as hot as that holy tear it’s in the verse above for 
3315 years now, the 7th day has been “an exclusive” for the Children 
of Israel who have always kept the Shabbos Holy, and so Shabbos 
has kept the Children of Israel Holy.  

 �FEMINIST PURIM
 From: Rivi: Dear Rabbi,
 Am I correct in noticing that Purim features the role of a 
woman, Esther, as heroine, more so than other Jewish holidays? If 
so, why might this be and what is the message?
 Dear Rivi, Purim is not the only holiday which features 
a female protagonist. The holiday of Pesach which commemorates 
the Exodus from Egypt also includes women in the theme of 
Redemption: the Jewish women in general, and the midwives 
in particular, who denied Pharaoh’s decree, are considered an 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by the Mark & Michele Gothelf in honor of the Rabbi & Rebbetzin, and everyone at CTC who help to make 
the shul such a special place to daven and grow in Torah. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 

972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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instrumental part of the salvation. Similarly, Chanuka extols the 
role of Yehudit, alongside her father and brothers, the Maccabees, in 
overcoming the oppressive Greek enemy. And many other holidays 
and important events also feature women in prominent roles.
 Nevertheless, it seems you are correct in observing that 
the Purim story features a woman, Esther, as the prime role and 
the major character through which salvation was achieved for the 
Jewish People. Thus it is worth exploring why that might be, and 
what is the message.
 The Talmud (Megilla 11a) states, “Reish Lakish would 
introduce his discourses on the Book of Esther with the following 
verse: Like a roaring lion and a ravenous bear, so is the wicked 
ruler over a destitute people (Prov. 28:15). When the verse says, ‘a 
roaring lion’ it refers to Nevuchadnezar; ‘a ravenous bear’ refers to 
Achashverosh; the ‘wicker ruler’ is Haman; and ‘a destitute people’ is 
the Jewish People, who were destitute of mitzvot.”
 Nevuchadnezzar’s ferocious roar is described in the verse, 
“Whoever does not bow down and serve the idol will be cast into 
a raging, fiery furnace” (Dan. 3:6). It was out of fear of this that 
Israel bowed down to the idol of Nevuchadnezar during the earlier 
Babylonian period.
 Achashverosh is referred to as a ravenous bear since he 
presided over the voracious consumption at the feasts of which 
he commanded that “all the people in Shushan (that is the Jewish 
People) the capital, be gathered for the feast” (Esther 1:5). He thus 
ensnared them into transgressing in this gluttony.
 These two sins — bowing out of fear to the statue of 
Nevuchadnezzar and partaking of the hedonistic feasts in deference 
to Achashverosh, made the Jews destitute of mitzvot, thus enabling 
Haman to rule over them, because of their guilt in these two sins.
 Rabbi Moshe Alshich, in his commentary on the Megilla, 
notes that since the Jews were liable for these two separate sins, 
G-d sent two separate redeemers, Mordecai and Esther. Israel was 
protected from each of these sins through the merit of a redeemer. 
And through the combined efforts and merits of Mordechai and 
Esther, the complete redemption was achieved.
 The Alshich further elaborates that since Mordechai was 
the one who cried out in the streets, exhorting the Jews to keep 
away from the banquet, it was he who protected against the sin of 
the feast. And thus it was Esther’s merit which protected against the 
sin of the idol.
 But of the two redeemers, Mordechai and Esther, why 
was it specifically Esther, a woman, who shielded the Jewish People 
from the very severe transgression of idolatry?
 This is because, unlike the Jewish men, Jewish women 
always repudiated idol worship. As such, they did not participate 
in the sin of the golden calf. And for this reason the miraculous 
salvation of the Jewish People in the Purim story was wrought 
specifically through Esther’s replacing the idolatrous Queen Vashti, 
granddaughter of Nevuchadnezar, thereby uprooting idolatrous 
influence over Israel, as befitting of a righteous Jewish woman!

 �PARSHA Q&A: KI SISA
1. How many “geira” are in a shekel? 30:13 - Twenty.
2. What was the minimum age of military service in the Jewish 

army? 30:14 - Twenty.

3. What were the three different types of terumah donated? 30:15 
- For the adanim (sockets), for the purchase of communal 
sacrifices, and for the building of the Mishkan.

4. The Jews were counted after Yom Kippur and again after 
Pesach. Both times they numbered the same amount. How 
can this be? Didn’t some 19-year olds turn 20 during that six 
month period? 30:16 - Their ages were calculated based on 
Rosh Hashana, not based on their individual birthdays.

5. How many ingredients comprise the incense of the Mishkan? 
30:34 - Eleven ingredients were used making the incense.

6. According to Rashi, why are sailors called “malachim?” 30:35 - 
Because they stir (malach) the water with their oars.

7. What is the difference between chochma (wisdom), bina 
(understanding), and da’at (knowledge)? 31:3 - Chochma is 
knowledge acquired from others. Bina is the deduction of new 
knowledge from what one has already learned. Da’at is holy 
inspiration.

8. Shabbat is a “sign.” What does it signify? 31:13 - It is a sign 
between G-d and the Jewish People that He has chosen them 
and a sign to the nations of the world that He has sanctified the 
Jewish People.

9. When did the Jewish People begin to give contributions for the 
building of the Mishkan? 31:18 - The 11th of Tishrei.

10. How many books are there in Tanach? 31:18 - 24.
11. From where did the men take the earrings that they donated to 

make the calf? 32:2,3 - From their ears.
12. Why did Aharon build the altar for the golden calf by himself? 

32:5 - He hoped that by building it by himself it would take 
longer and in the interim Moshe would return.

13. Why did Moshe break the Tablets? 32:19 - Moshe reasoned: If 
the Torah forbids those who have estranged themselves from 
the Torah to partake in even a single commandment (Pesach 
sacrifice), surely the entire Torah cannot be given to a whole 
nation which has estranged itself from G-d!

14. How can two brothers belong to two different tribes? 32:27 - 
Half-brothers, sharing the same mother.

15. Why did Moshe ask that his name be erased from the Torah? 
32:32 - So people shouldn’t say “Moshe was unworthy to plead 
for mercy on behalf of the Jewish people.”

16. How has the sin of the golden calf affected the Jewish People 
throughout history? 32:34 - Whenever G-d punishes the Jewish 
People, part of that punishment comes as payment for the sin 
of the golden calf.

17. In verse 33:2, G-d says that the inhabitants of Eretz Canaan would 
be driven out of the Land. In that verse, only six of the seven 
Canaanite nations are mentioned. What happened to the seventh? 
33:2 - The seventh nation, the Girgashites, voluntarily emigrated.

18. How did G-d show that He forgave the Jewish People? 33:14 - 
He agreed to let His Shechina dwell among them.

19. How did Moshe become wealthy? 34:1 - Moshe carved the 
Tablets out of precious stone. G-d commanded Moshe to keep 
the leftover fragments.

20. How do the light rays shining from Moshe’s face show us the 
powerful effect of sin? 34:35 - Before the sin of the golden calf, 
the people would not have been afraid to look at the light rays, 
but after the sin they were afraid.

CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM • RABBI YAAKOV RICH • 7103 MUMFORD CT., DALLAS, TX 75252 • 972-835-6016 • WWW.TORASCHAIMDALLAS.ORG

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, March 2nd
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Shabbos Day, March 3rd

 » Mishnah Avoda Zara shiur (Rabbi Reuven Wortrich)–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:55P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–5:55P
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5:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:16P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A

 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–9:00P
�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9:15P)
 » Advanced Hilchos Shabbos for men & women (Mon 8-9P)
 » Advanced Rashi on Chumash for men & women (Thur 8-9P)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed 8:15-9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


