
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

March 23-24, 2018  8 Nissan, 5778  Shabbos Tzav, HaGadol
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 7:22P  Shabbos Ends 8:31P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, March 23rd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:22P

Shabbos Day, March 24th

 » Mishnah Avoda Zara shiur (Rabbi Reuven Wortrich)–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Shabbos HaGadol Drosha for men & women–5:40-7:10P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:31P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:25P

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Rafoel Dov Baer ben Rus (Dr. Barry M. Baylis)
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson of Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Malka bas Etta Riva (Malkie Schick)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff) 
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Mazel Tov to Yerachmiel & Shira Martin on the birth of a girl (who 

they named Aviva) this past week. Mommy and baby (Shira & Aviva) 
are doing great.

 » Mazel Tov to Doni & Chani Tkatch who are celebrating the Bar Mitzvah 
of their son, Meyer, this Shabbos.

 » Shabbos HaGadol Drosha: CTC Shabbos HaGadol Drosha: Intense, 
Hyper-Detailed Analysis of Seder Laws & Customs. Totally revamped 
and upgraded from years past. Grab a coffee, or adult beverage of choice, 
and settle in for everything from Candles to Nirtzah. 90 mins long, but 
will pass in blink of an eye. Men and Women. 5:40-7:10P Shabbos. Very 
worthwhile investment of time. 

 » Sale of Chometz: It is customary to engage the Rabbi to sell your 
chometz before Pesach. The laws are extremely complicated and it is not 
recommended you do this yourself. Rabbi Rich will be available for 
one day only, all day Sunday, March 25 (please text first, 972-835-6016) 
for you to meet with and appoint Rabbi Rich as your agent to sell your 
chometz before Pesach.

 » Parking Reminder: CTC Shabbaton Reminder: No parking on street 
over Shabbos. There are 5 spots in back. 

 �WHO’S LISTENING: RABBI LABEL LAM
 The wicked son, what does he say? “What is this service to you?” 
“to you,” - “but not to himself.” Since he has excluded himself from the 
people at large, he denies the foundation of our faith. Therefore, you should 
blunt his teeth and tell him: “It is because of this, what G-d did for me when 
I went out of Egypt.”- “for me,” : “but not him.” Had he been there, he would 
not have been redeemed.  - Pesach Haggadah
 At the Pesach Seder we have a sacred obligation to “tell your 
child” about the Exodus from Egypt. It is of vital importance that each and 
every child exit that Pesach Seder feeling that much more attached and 
committed to the historical mission of the Jewish People. Therefore the 
Mitzvah of the evening is expressed in terms of speaking to “your child” 
and not to children in general. Each one needs his or her own special 
medicine or lesson.
 The “wicked son” as he is titled cannot be totally wicked. 
Otherwise, why is he at the Seder, and why do we even engage him in 
discussion? Why is he called wicked? He has given up! He has surrendered 
to negativity. Our definition of failure is not falling down but staying down. 
Now he speaks from his lowly perch, having separated himself from the 
community of Israel and feeling cynical about the possibility of change.

 It is interesting that in answering him, most of the conversation 
is expressed as an aside. The parent is not talking to him at all but rather 
to the others, in his presence. Yet the Mitzvah of the evening is to “tell your 
child”. Why are we then advised to speak to the assembled? It is as if saying, 
“Everyone has free choice! If he does not want to be a part of it he is not a 
part of it!”
 I heard an unbelievable story not long ago from Rabbi Mordechai 
Twerski. He had recently met up with family members of the  Debriciner 
Rov and they shared with him the following incident. They went to the 
grave site of their holy relative, the Debriciner Rov ztl. There they saw a 
youngish couple praying. Not recognizing them as family members they 
were curious as to why this couple was there. So they asked them what it 
was that brought them to this place.
 They told the following story: “Twenty-two years ago we were 
young kids who got married to each other.  After a short while it became 
clear to us that we didn’t know what we were doing together. Every day was 
a different disagreement and another fight. We were not getting along at all. 
After trying and trying we were thinking about divorce. Then my wife was 
expecting, so we stayed together in the meantime. Having a child did not 
make married life easier. If anything it complicated matters. So we decided 
it was time to get divorced. We didn’t know exactly how to go about getting 
a Jewish divorce so we went to the Debriciner Rov. After hearing about our 
struggles in marriage he agreed to help us with the divorce. He instructed 
us to come back the next day and to bring our son. We thought this was 
part of the process. When we came back the next day with our son, he asked 
to see the child. He motioned that we hand him over. We did.
 He sat with the child, a little baby, in front of us, and he spoke 
to the child, stroking him affectionately all the while. “From this day forth 
your life is going to be very difficult. You will be bounced from house to 
house. You’ll spend one Shabbos with your mother and another Shabbos 
with your father. Most of the kids in school won’t understand your 
situation. They might not be eager to play by your broken home. Growing 
up as a happy child will be a steep challenge for you. Getting married will 
be difficult as well. It is not your fault. You have done nothing wrong. This 
is the lot that has been handed you. I want you to know that you will need 
extraordinary strength and courage and tremendous help from heaven to 
attain a normal life.”
 After his little talk with the child he handed the baby back to 
us.We were both crying. We looked up at each other and decided then and 
there, for the sake of the child, to give it another try. That was twenty years 
ago we had that encounter with the Debriciner Rov. We eventually worked 
out our differences. We are now happily married, Baruch HASHEM. 
Tonight that child, our son is getting married and we wanted to come here 
today to express our deep feelings of  gratitude to the Rov.”
 Sometimes the wise approach is not to speak directly to a person 
especially if they have demonstrated they are not ready to listen. Speaking 
aloud to another is a preferred method to land the same powerful message 
but indirectly. The natural defense mechanisms of the one who is feeling so 
hopeless and defeated are relaxed, the words are less likely to be taken as a 
personal affront, and hey you never know who’s listening.  

 � UNDERSTANDING URCHATZ: RABBI YEHUDA SPITZ
 Have you ever wondered why, during the annual Pesach Seder, when we 
dip Karpas vegetables in saltwater to symbolize our ancestor’s tears while enslaved at 
the hands of the cruel Egyptians, we precede it by washing our hands (Urchatz)? Isn’t 
handwashing exclusively reserved for prior to ‘breaking bread’? And furthermore, 
why is this only performed at the Seder? Is there a specific message this action is 
meant to convey?
 All About the Children: The answer to these questions might depend on 
a difference of understanding. The Gemara in Pesachim (114b) asks why at the Pesach 
Seder we perform two dippings [i.e. Karpas in Saltwater and later the Maror into 
Charoses]. The Gemara succinctly answers ‘Ki Heichi D’lehavai Hekeira L’Tinokos, 
in order that there should a distinction for children’. Both Rashi and his grandson, 
the Rashbam, explain the Gemara’s intent is that this act is done in order so that the 
children should ask why we are performing this unusual and uncommon action on 
Leil Haseder, as this action serves as a ‘hekeira tova’, an excellent distinction. This is 
one of the ways we ensure that the Seder Night’s Mitzvah of ‘Vehigadta L’Vincha’, 
retelling the story of our ancestors’ exile, enslavement, and ultimately exodus from 
Egypt, is properly performed.
 But a question remains. Which exact action is the one that is meant to 
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evoke the childrens’ questions? The answer may surprise you. The Tur specifies that 
it is not the seemingly odd act of handwashing for vegetables that is peculiar, but 
rather the timing of the dipping. He asserts that it is unusual to dip food items at the 
beginning of a seudah. Most other days we also dip, but in the middle of the meal. In 
other words, the only change we make to evoke childrens’s questions is to perform 
the dipping right then.
 What then of the seemingly atypical handwashing just for vegetables? 
Isn’t that an uncharacteristic change from the ordinary? ‘No’, the Tur would respond, 
‘one certainly would have to wash his hands before dipping his vegetables’.
 Drip and Dip But in order to properly understand this, we must first 
digress to a different Gemara in Pesachim (115a). Rabbi Elazer states in the name 
of Rav Oshia: “Any food item that is dipped in a liquid (davar hateebulo b’mashkeh) 
requires handwashing before eating”. On this, Rashi and Tosafos (among others) 
differ as to the correct understanding his intent.
 Rashi maintains that this ruling is still applicable nowadays, as it is similar 
to the requirement to wash before eating bread, while Tosafos is of the opinion that 
this law is only relevant during the times of the Beis Hamikdash, as it is conditional 
to Taharos, Ritual Purity, which, in this day and age, is non-applicable. Although the 
Maharam M’Rottenberg, and several later poskim, are of the opinion that one may 
indeed rely on the lenient view, it should be noted that the majority of Halachic 
decisors including the Rambam, Tur, Shulchan Aruch, Rema, Vilna Gaon, Chayei 
Adam, Shulchan Aruch Harav, Ben Ish Chai, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, Mishnah 
Berurah, Kaf Hachaim and Chazon Ish, hold that even nowadays one should do his 
utmost to be stringent with this and wash hands before eating a food item dipped in 
liquid.
 The lenient opinion is taken into account, however, and that is the reason 
why, according to the majority of poskim, this washing is performed without the 
prerequisite blessing, as opposed to the washing before eating bread. This is due 
to the halachic dictum of Safek Brachos Lehakel, meaning that in a case of doubt 
regarding the topic of brachos, we follow the lenient approach and do not make the 
blessing, to avoid the possibility of making a blessing in vain.
 This all ties in to our Seder. In fact this, explains the Tur and echoed by 
later authorities, is the reason why we wash Urchatz prior to dipping the Karpas into 
saltwater. As this is classified as a davar hateebulo b’mashkeh, it requires handwashing 
before eating. Although the Tur himself, as well as the Levush and Vilna Gaon, aver 
that Urchatz actually necessitates a brachah of Netillas Yadayim, conversely, the vast 
majority of poskim conclude that we do not make Netillas Yadayim at this Seder 
handwashing, but rather exclusively at Rachtzah immediately prior to Motzie - 
Matzah. This is indeed the common custom.
 The Chida’s Chiddush The Chida, in his Simchas HaRegel commentary 
on the Haggada, explains that this is the background, as well as the reason, for the 
added ‘vav’ by Urchatz at the Pesach Seder, as it is the only one of the Seder Simanim 
that starts with that conjunction. We find a parallel by the brachah that our patriarch 
Yitzchok Avinu bestowed on his son Yaakov (Bereishis, Parshas Toldos Ch. 27: verse 
28), ‘V’Yitein L’cha’ – ‘And Hashem should give you’. According to the Arizal, the extra 
conjunctive ‘vav’ means ‘yitein yachzor v’yitein’ – that Hashem should continually 
and constantly give.
 Likewise, the Chida explains the extra ‘vav’ in Urchatz. The Baal Haggada 
is transmitting a message to us. Just as during the Seder we all wash before dipping a 
vegetable in salt water, that extra ‘vav’ is telling us - ‘rachatz yachzor v’rachatz’ – that 
we should continue to wash our hands anytime we want to eat a food dipped in 
liquid, year round.
 The Chasam Sofer and his son-in-law, the Chasan Sofer, write in a similar 
vein in their Haggada, that Urchatz is meant to serve as a tochacha (rebuke) and 
yearly reminder to those who are lackadaisical with the observance of this halacha, 
in order to remind everyone that this applies year-round as well. Indeed, the Taz 
actually writes similarly, and concludes that at least during the Aseres Yemei Teshuva 
one should be stringent. The Ben Ish Chai remarks comparably when discussing 
Urchatz, that praiseworthy is one who is careful with this handwashing year-round.
 Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l adds that the ‘Vav’ is connecting 
‘Urchatz’ to ‘Kadesh’ – meaning ‘Kadesh Urchatz’ – (as a command) that we should 
be mekadeish ourselves and continue to wash for food items dipped in liquid – even 
if not stringent with this all year round.
 The Medium is the Message Yet, it is important to note that other poskim 
take an alternate view. Rav Yaakov Reisher in his Chok Yaakov argues that since 
the great Maharam M’Rottenberg, as well as the Lechem Chamudos and Magen 
Avrohom among others, ruled leniently with washing before eating a food item 

dipped in liquid following Tosafos’ precedent, and most people do not follow the 
opinion mandating it nowadays, this simply cannot be the reason why we perform 
Urchatz at the Seder.
 Rather, he explains that the Gemara’s intent in stating that Urchatz is 
performed in order that there should a distinction for children to ask, is that the 
handwashing itself for eating dipped vegetables is what is out of the ordinary, not 
the timing of the washing. According to this understanding, it is the Urchatz itself 
that is essentially the “hekker”, highlighting that something different than the norm 
is occurring, to enable children to ask what is different on Seder night. Meaning, 
although most do not wash before eating a dipped item year-round, at the Seder we 
dom, and that is the atypical action we do to arouse the interest of the children.
 Not a Daas Yachid (lone dissenting opinion), both the Chayei Adam and 
Aruch Hashulchan seem to favor this explanation, and it is cited by the Mishnah 
Berurah in his Shaar Hatziyun as well.
 On the other hand, the Levush understands Urchatz somewhat 
differently. He explains that the dipping of Karpas at the Pesach Seder is due to 
‘Chovas (or in some editions ‘Chibas’)HaRegel, extra obligation or devotion for the 
Yom Tov’. Ergo, the handwashing is specifically performedat the Seder, as, due to its 
inherent holiness, ‘we go the extra mile’ to strive for an increase in purity, as opposed 
to year round, when in his opinion, it would not be mandated.
 Another idea, cited by the Rema in his Darchei Moshe, is that the 
Haggada is akin to a Tefillah, that we are relaying thanks and praise to Hashem for 
all he has done for our ancestors and us. Therefore, immediately prior to the recital 
of the Haggada we wash our hands in preparation without a brachah similar to the 
requirement before davening.
 Divergences of Dipping Interestingly, Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank zt”l, the 
former Chief Rabbi of Yerushalayim, opines that the dispute among Rishonim 
whether only the head of the household is supposed to wash Urchatz or if everyone 
at the Seder does as well (the most common custom) might be dependent on this 
debate on why the handwashing at the Seder was instituted. According to the 
majority opinion that Urchartz was enacted due to the halacha of davar hateebulo 
b’mashkeh, then everyone would be mandated to wash.
 However, according to the opinions that this handwashing is only 
performed on Pesach at the Seder, it is possible that only the head of the household 
need wash Urchatz, as that should be deemed sufficient enough to arouse the interest 
and subsequent questions of the children.
 Practically, as mentioned previously, the most common custom is that 
everyone washes Urchatz. Yet, a notable minority minhag, performed mainly by 
Sanz Chassidim, as well as Lelov and Satmar Chassidim, is that only the head of the 
household wash.So it is remarkable that this modern divergence of minhagim might 
actually depend on how poskim understood the brief statement of the Gemara 
regarding childrens’ questions.
 Finger Food? Another interesting machlokes that might depend on 
which hekker the Gemara intended is how to dip the Karpas into the saltwater. If the 
reason Urchatz was mandated is due to the halacha of davar hateebulo b’mashkeh, 
then it stands to reason that if one used a fork or other utensil to dip and did not 
actually get ‘ones’s hands dirty’ then many poskim would hold that handwashing 
is technically not required. On the other hand, if the washing prior to dipping is 
considered the unusual action, then we should perform Urchatz irregardless of 
utensil.
 Practically, although there are contemporary authorities, including Rav 
Moshe Sternbuch and Rav Nissim Karelitz, who maintain preference for dipping 
the Karpas by hand in order that it should satisfy all opinions, nonetheless, due to 
the other understandings of Urchatz’ s role, many poskim rule that even if one used 
a fork for the dipping, we should still perform the handwashingprior. Just another 
insight into the seemingly simple and straightforward, yet remarkable, Urchatz.
 Urchatz Everyday! The Chida continues that although many are aware 
of the halacha of davar hateebulo b’mashkeh, they do not realize that it even applies 
to something as ubiquitous as dipping cake into coffee! One might contend that the 
connection between vegetables in saltwater to tea biscuits in coffee seems tenuous, 
but actually, according to the majority of authorities, from a halachic perspective 
they are remarkably similar.
 So the next time you get that dunkin’ urge, it might be prudent to be 
conscientious by following the Haggada’s hidden exhortation, and head to the sink 
before diving into your cup-of-joe.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, March 23rd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:22P

Shabbos Day, March 24th

 » Mishnah Avoda Zara shiur (Rabbi Reuven Wortrich)–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Shabbos HaGadol Drosha for men & women–5:40-7:10P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:31P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:25P

�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Advanced Hilchos Shabbos for men & women (Mon evenings 

following M/M)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed evenings following M/M)
 » Advanced Rashi on Chumash for men & women (Thurday evenings 

following M/M)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before mincha)

Good Shabbos


