
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

April 13-14, 2018  29 Nissan, 5778  Shabbos Shemini
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 7:38P  Shabbos Ends 8:47P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, April 13th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:38P

Shabbos Day, April 14th

 » Mishnah Avoda Zara shiur (Rabbi Reuven Wortrich)–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–6:25P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–7:25P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–7:25P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:47P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:40P

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Rafoel Dov Baer ben Rus (Dr. Barry M. Baylis)
 » Aryeh Yisroel ben Chantza Rochel (Rabbi Aryeh Feigenbaum)
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson of Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Malka bas Etta Riva (Malkie Schick)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff) 
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Parking Reminder: CTC Shabbaton Reminder: No parking on street 

over Shabbos. There are 5 spots in back. 

 � THE REWARD FOR SILENCE: RABBI LABEL LAM
 And Aaron’s sons, Nadav and Avihu, each took his pan, put fire 
in them, and placed incense upon it, and they brought before HASHEM 
foreign fire, which He had not commanded them.  And fire went forth from 
before HASHEM and consumed them, and they died before HASHEM.  
Then Moshe said to Aaron, “This is what HASHEM spoke, [when He said], 
‘I will be sanctified through those near to Me, and before all the people I 
will be glorified.’ “And Aaron was silent.  (Vayikra 10:1-3)
 And Aaron was silent: He was rewarded for his silence… (Rashi)
 Why was Aaron rewarded for his silence? Is silence always an 
acceptable response? The Malbim explains that the word used to describe 
Aaron’s silence does not mean that he was passively silent and perfectly 
still.  No! Aaron was a sensitive and real feeling person according to all 
accounts. How could quietly endure the loss of his sons? That is why in the 
beginning of the verse Moshe offers consoling words. Aaron accepted them 
and then Aaron was silent. He arrested himself from speaking and made 
himself silent. Initially he may have had what to say. “VayiDom”- and he 
was silent is an action of silencing, silencing himself.
 Years ago, I had the honor and privilege to hear the following 
story from Rabbi Shimshon Pincus zt”l. He told us about a fine young 
man who had earned a marvelous Shidduch with a prominent family. This 
young man was an only child born to his parents after 24 years of marriage. 
Rabbi Pincus had asked the father if he had any sense of why they merited 
having a child that year. Had there been any unusual incident? 
 After 23 years of childlessness, approaching the edge of despair 
the husband did what amounts to an act of desperation. He had heard that 
on the other side of Jerusalem there was a small Chassidic synagogue that 
held out a special promise.
 Anyone who would attain for himself on Yom Kippur the honor 
of Maftir Yonah would most certainly have his request answered. With that 
hope he uprooted himself from his usual place in the yeshiva where he 
had a seat of honor, and traveled to unfamiliar territory where he would 
be a stranger on a backbench. He arrived early enough on the eve of Yom 
Kippur and pre-arranged for himself, for a handsome price the coveted 

honor of Maftir Yonah.
 After Kol Nidre and all the evening prayers while exiting the 
synagogue he noticed another young man like himself also not dressed like 
a Hasid seeming slightly out of place. He approached and asked him why 
he was praying here in this particular Shteibl for Yom Kippur.
 The young fellow told his tearful tale that he and his wife had 
been married for almost three years and they had not yet been blessed with 
children. He had heard that whoever would attain Maftir Yonah in this 
synagogue would be granted their heart’s desire and he hoped to put in a 
modest bid for Maftir Yonah the next day.
 The man just listened with astonishment. He could have shared 
with him the unfortunate news that he had already locked up the important 
honor for himself and made a good case why he was more desperate and 
deserving, but he said nothing. He just picked himself up and left, returning 
to the other side of Jerusalem.
 Shortly after that his wife was finally expecting a child and she 
gave birth to their precious son. He felt that his deepest wish was granted 
that year not because he got Maftir Yonah but rather because he didn’t say 
a word and he let someone else have it instead.
 He had what to say but he held himself back. It could not have 
been easy. So, like Aaron, he earned the reward for silence.  

 � ABARBANEL ON THE PARSHA
 This Parsha describes the basic laws of kashrut. Abarbanel 
attempts to unravel the mystery of why certain animals, birds and fish 
are permitted while others are prohibited. He also analyzes the different 
approaches that the Torah takes towards identifying what is permitted and 
what is not.
 In regard to land-dwelling animals the Torah specifies that 
they must have a split hoof and be classified as a ruminant — meaning 
an animal with several stomachs that chews, swallows and regurgitates 
its food several times at the beginning of the digestive process. Abarbanel 
emphasizes that these physical characteristics are not the reason that they 
are permitted. Rather, they are the characteristics that enable us to identify 
them as permitted animals. These animals are purely vegetarian and 
lack the teeth and claws that characterize carnivorous species. Abarbanel 
invokes the concept of “you are what you eat” in that these animals are 
generally placid and gentle. Carnivores, on the other hand, by necessity 
have a violent, cruel and cunning nature. Eating such an animal would 
transfer that very nature to us. Even though this distinction is blurred in 
regard to the four prohibited species that the Torah identifies as having 
one of the two characteristics but not the other — i.e. the pig, camel, hare 
and hyrax — Abarbanel points out that G-d in His infinite wisdom is the 
ultimate arbiter of what is best to ingest in order to maintain the purity of 
our souls.
 Similarly, kosher birds have two characteristics which parallel 
those of the land-dwelling animals. Just like kosher animals have a unique 
foot structure, the claws of kosher birds have a unique structure which 
allows them to walk on land in order to find food. Parallel to ruminants, 
these birds have a crop and a gizzard that grinds up their food. Additionally, 
kosher birds are not predatory. Just as in the case of carnivorous animals, 
G-d is preventing us from absorbing a violent and cruel nature. However, 
the Torah does not mention these two characteristics. It only mentions 
a specific list of non-kosher birds. There are two reasons for this. First 
of all, there are a large number of kosher species. Secondly, the internal 
characteristics of crop and gizzard have no external manifestations, 
unlike land-based animals whose diet, dental and jaw structure is a clear 
indication of their status as ruminants.
 Kosher fish also have two identifying characteristics — fins and 
scales. Although some other commentators point out that fish lacking 
fins and scales are prohibited because they are bottom-feeders, living not 
in clear water but in murky, dirty water, Abarbanel rejects this idea and 
instead points to fins and scales as being indicative of a purer, less grossly 
physical creature.
 Finally, Abarbanel rejects the idea that the main reason for the 
various prohibitions is to protect out physical well-being. He points out 
that gentiles eat these animals without any detrimental effects whatsoever. 
Additionally, there are numerous plant species that are exceedingly 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Yerachmiel & Shira Martin in honor of the birth of their daughter, Aviva. SHALOSH SEUDOS this 
Shabbos is also sponsored by Yerachmiel & Shira Martin in honor of Ben and Lauren Nise. It is a zechus to know them, and we are inspired by their 
dedication to CTC, and their ahavas Torah & mitzvos. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in 

the future.
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harmful which the Torah does not mention at all. The only reason for 
these prohibitions is to enhance our spiritual well-being by limiting our 
physical desires and curbing our animalistic nature. Prohibited species are 
never referred to in the Torah as ‘dangerous’ or ‘unhealthy’. Rather, they are 
referred to as ‘impure’ or ‘abominable’. Both of these terms refer purely to 
spiritual rather than physical consequences. G-d is concerned about the 
effect of the foods that we eat on our true essence, our character and our 
behavior.

 � SEFIRAS HAOMER: RABBI YOSEIF HERSHMAN
 Sefirah: Subordinating the Sickle
 We are instructed to begin the counting the Omer “the day 
after the Sabbath.” “Sabbath,” in this context is understood as the first day 
of Passover, and when the count begins, the new crop is permitted. Thus, 
the yearly reminder of our original impoverished state, without land or 
possession, also marks the date after which the new crop is permitted. 
The sickle could not begin to cut the new corn until after the Pesach 
lamb offering, and the feast with matzah consumed. Like all restraints, the 
prohibition of cutting the new crop taught the Jew that he is not his own 
master; that G-d is the only true Owner of the Land.
 But when the prohibition was lifted on the sixteenth of Nissan, 
the Jew entered into the full enjoyment of the Land. When the Jews reached 
the point that other nations would consider the pinnacle — freedom, 
independence, land and soil, fruit and corn on its own fields — and at 
which other nations would stop striving and counting, the Jew is instructed 
to count.
 We count seven weeks of seven days, up until the day celebrating 
the bestowal of the greatest gift, the greatest good, the Torah. It is the Torah 
which alone lends value and significance to freedom, independence, land 
and prosperity. This count impressed on the mind of the Jew: “The land 
which you own, the fields which bloom for you and the fruits which ripen 
for you — these are not your gods and your goods, these do not make you a 
nation nor are they the objects of your strivings…All these have been given 
to you for the sake of the Torah; for the sake of the Torah you possess them, 
and without the Torah you would lose them.” The Jew understood that his 
mission begins from the sickle but does not end with the sickle.
 But with time, Israel stopped counting. We stopped counting 
up to the Torah, and began to look at freedom and abundance as its own 
unconditional value. As a result, we lost our land and soil, our freedom and 
independence.
 But if the purpose of the counting was to ensure that we did not 
get carried away by the swing of the sickle and overrate our right to land 
and abundance, then why did we still need to count for two thousand years 
of exile, without land or abundance?
 The “sickle” has taken many forms. Throughout the ages, Jews, 
long deprived of the right to own land, grew to grossly overrate it. So much 
so that they declared themselves ready to sacrifice a part of Torah for the 
right to settle and take root in their land. They declared themselves ready 
to sell the Torah for the sickle. And even when the view of Torah as an 
obstacle to the path of freedom and achievement was not explicit, more 
creative distortions abounded. For example, the unspoken, secret clause 
which states that the Torah’s most sacred laws have been given with the 
tacit reservation that they needn’t be observed if they stand in the way of 
political progress. As if the Torah values the sickle above itself, and readily 
gives way where it hinders the swinging of the sickle.
 Not so! As soon as we pick up the sickle, we begin the count. For 
seven straight weeks we are reminded that all conquest and attainment, all 
land and abundance, is valuable only for the sake of Torah.

 � PARSHA Q&A: SHEMINI
1. What date was “yom hashemini”? 9:1 - First of Nissan.
2. Which of Aharon’s korbanot atoned for the Golden Calf? 9:2 - The calf 

offered as a korban chatat.
3. What korbanot did Aharon offer for the Jewish People? 9:3,4 - A he-

goat as a chatat, a calf and a lamb for an olah, an ox and a ram for 
shelamim, and a mincha.

4. What was unique about the chatat offered during the induction of 
the Mishkan? 9:11 - It’s the only example of a chatat offered on the 
courtyard mizbe’ach that was burned.

5. When did Aharon bless the people with the birkat kohanim? 9:22 - 
When he finished offering the korbanot, before descending from the 
mizbe’ach.

6. Why did Moshe go into the Ohel Mo’ed with Aharon? 9:23 - For one of 
two reasons: Either to teach Aharon about the service of the incense, 
or to pray for the Shechina to dwell with Israel.

7. Why did Nadav and Avihu die? 10:2 - Rashi offers two reasons: Either 
because they gave a halachic ruling in Moshe’s presence, or because 
they entered the Mishkan after drinking intoxicating wine.

8. Aharon quietly accepted his sons’ death. What reward did he receive 
for this? 10:3 - A portion of the Torah was given solely through 
Aharon.

9. What prohibitions apply to a person who is intoxicated? 10:9-11 - He 
may not give a halachic ruling. Also, a kohen is forbidden to enter the 
Ohel Mo’ed, approach the mizbe’ach, or perform the avoda.

10. Name the three chatat goat offerings that were sacrificed on the day 
of the inauguration of the Mishkan. 10:16 - The goat offerings of 
the inauguration ceremony, of Rosh Chodesh, and of Nachshon ben 
Aminadav.

11. Which he-goat chatat did Aharon burn completely and why? 10:16 - 
The Rosh Chodesh chatat: Either because it became tamei, or because 
the kohanim were forbidden to eat from it while in the state of aninut 
(mourning).

12. Why did Moshe direct his harsh words at Aharon’s sons? 10:16 - Out 
of respect for Aharon, Moshe directed his anger at his sons and not 
directly at Aharon.

13. Moshe was upset that Aharon and his sons did not eat the chatat. 
Why? 10:17 - Because only when the kohanim eat the chatat are the 
sins of the owners atoned.

14. Why did G-d choose Moshe, Aharon, Elazar, and Itamar as His 
messengers to tell the Jewish People the laws of kashrut? 11:2 - 
Because they accepted the deaths of Nadav and Avihu in silence.

15. What are the signs of a kosher land animal? 11:3 - An animal whose 
hooves are completely split and who chews its cud.

16. How many non-kosher animals display only one sign of kashrut? 
What are they? 11:4,5,6,7 - Four: Camel, shafan, hare, and pig.

17. If a fish sheds its fins and scales when out of the water, is it kosher? 
11:12 - Yes.

18. Why is a stork called chasida in Hebrew? 11:19 - Because it acts with 
chesed (kindness) toward other storks. The chagav is a kosher insect. 
Why don’t we eat it?

19. 11:21 - We have lost the tradition and are not able to identify the 
kosher chagav.

20. What requirements must be met in order for water to maintain its 
status of purity? 11:36 - It must be connected to the ground (i.e., a 
spring or a cistern).
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, April 13th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:38P

Shabbos Day, April 14th

 » Mishnah Avoda Zara shiur (Rabbi Reuven Wortrich)–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–6:25P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–7:25P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–7:25P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:47P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A

 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:40P
�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Advanced Hilchos Shabbos for men & women (Mon evenings 

following M/M)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed evenings following M/M)
 » Advanced Rashi on Chumash for men & women (Thurday 

evenings following M/M)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


