
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

May 25-26, 2018  12 Sivan, 5778  Shabbos Nasso
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 8:09P  Shabbos Ends 9:17P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, May 25th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:09P (Preferably by 7:25P)

Shabbos Day, May 26th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–6:55P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–7:55P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–

7:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:17P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:15P

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson of Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff) 
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Reminder: No parking on street over Shabbos. There are 5 spots 

in back. 

 �A LIFE SAVING LESSON: RABBI LABEL LAM
  Why is the Subject of the Nazir juxtaposed to the subject 
of the Sota? To teach you that anyone who sees a Sotah in her 
destruction should refrain from wine.  -(Rashi)
 There’s a glaring question in this statement of Rashi. With 
a little information, it will become apparent. A Nazir is someone 
who goes on a specific 30 day spiritual diet to “detoxify” himself. 
The situation involving a Sotah is one which arises when a husband 
suspects and formally investigates whether his wife has placed 
herself in a position of impropriety. When a doubt still lingers over 
whether there was actually an act of infidelity, she is offered a sort 
of truth serum to resolve the doubt. If she drinks the Sotah water 
and is found innocent, then she is promised a blessing of children. 
If, however she drinks it and she is in violation, then she swells up 
and dies.  
 Let’s say you saw a friend drive up to a certain non-
kosher drive-thru window and buy himself a DOUBLE CHEESE 
WHOPPER AND A MILK SHAKE! He then surreptitiously pulls 
his car to the side and (without a blessing) opens his mouth wide 
to take the first bite. You watch in amazement as a dark rain cloud 
gathers spontaneously as if it had a mind and mission of its own. As 
your friend begins to sink in his teeth…WHAM! A bolt of lightning 
is launched from the cloud leaving him and his whopper a charred 
piece of toast.
 Are you now more or less committed to the discipline of 
keeping kosher? The fright of that experience is enough to put a 
pause before eating anything of doubtful kosher status. The lesson 
could not have been taught more clearly. Why then if someone 
witnesses the Sotah in her hour of doom, do they then need a 

spiritual realignment? After all, he’s seen “the hand of G-d” in 
action. Why should he of all people become a Nazir? He is the last 
one that needs to take on this regimen.
 Reb Levi Yitzchok from Berditchov tzl. had been working 
on himself, in a private setting, trying to overcome some challenge, 
on whatever high level he was struggling, when he resigned to 
accept that it was just not possible for him to change.
 Immediately afterward he stepped out into the street 
where he witnessed an argument between a wagon driver and a 
store owner. The store owner wanted the wagon driver to unload the 
goods into his store. The driver insisted, “I can’t!” The store owner 
barked back. “It’s not that you can’t! It’s that you don’t want to!” The 
fight went on like this with ever increasing intensity, “I can’t!” “It’s 
not that you can’t! It’s that you don’t want to!” Then a surprise!
 The store owner quietly reached into his pocket and waved 
a few bills and said, “What if I offered you 50 Zlotas? Would you be 
able to?” The wagon driver answered soberly, “I’ll give it try.” Reb 
Levi Yitzchok marveled that the wagon driver was indeed then 
quite capable of doing the job. It was not that he was not able. It 
really was because he did not really want to. He also understood 
that this incident played out before his eyes to instruct him about 
his own circumstance. If he could only meditate on and deeply 
realize the true value of the accomplishment at hand then he could 
gain enough power to leverage himself to do the impossible.
 Reb Levi Yitzchok realized immediately that if he saw this 
event it was meant for his eyes. He was being shown this scene for a 
pointed reason. That’s how great people think! The Torah wants us to 
think like Tzadikim too. If this person who was in the Beis HaMikdash 
one day happened to have seen what he saw, then it was designed and 
prepared and acted out before his eyes for a special reason.
 Imagine, now, you are hustling on the highway at a very 
fast pace when traffic slows to a crawl. Eventually the cause of 
heavy traffic is known as you have your turn to rubberneck while 
passing the scene of an overturned car. The police and EMT people 
are standing around looking quietly morose. It seems the worst has 
happened. For the next 10 minutes your foot wishes to press even 
harder on the gas pedal but you recall that deadly scene and arrest 
yourself. After a time it is already an ancient memory. You might 
wonder, why HASHEM showed you that picture, or why you had to 
hear some other piece of distressing news and then figure out how 
you can take that tragedy and switch it for a life saving lesson.  

 �FEMININE BEAUTY: RABBI YIRMIYAHU ULLMAN
 From: Paula: Dear Rabbi, According to Judaism is physical 
beauty a quality to be valued for women, or is the main thing to be 
righteous? If it’s righteousness that is to be valued, then why does 
the Torah praise Sarah for her beauty?
 Dear Paula, One of the well-known verses of the chapter 
of Proverbs, referred to as Eshet Chayil, declares the laudable traits 
of the Jewish woman. It states: “Charm is false and beauty is futile; 
rather a Gd-fearing woman is to be praised.” (Prov. 31:30) This 
clearly indicates that according to Judaism the ideal woman is not 
defined by physical beauty, but rather by her spiritual and personal 
character. Her value as a woman and as a person runs much more 
than skin-deep.
 In fact we find that the Talmudic Sages praise Sarah for 
her spiritual beauty and splendor. Based on the verse that identifies 
Sarah as Yiscah (Gen. 11:29), the Sages note (Megilla 14a): “Why 
does the Torah call Sarah by the name of Yiscah? Because she saw 
(sacha) with prophetic inspiration.”
 The Talmud brings as a source for her elevated stature the 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Barak & Brooke Krengel in honor of their daughter, Shayna. May 19th was the anniversary of Shayna’s 
diagnosis with Rett Syndrome. We wouldn’t be where we are today if it wasn’t for all the love, support, comfort, and friendship of Hashem, our family, 
friends and community. Please continue helping us pray for a cure. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by Suzanne Luftig in honor of 

her loving husband, Jeff. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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fact that G-d instructed Abraham to heed her instructions to banish 
Ishmael due to his negative influence on Isaac. The Torah states: 
“And G-d said to Abraham… ‘Whatever Sarah tells you, hearken to 
her voice.’” (Gen. 21:12)
 Actually, it is from this teaching that Rashi comments 
that Sarah’s level of prophecy was greater than Abraham’s. By 
way of explaining why Sarah’s spiritual splendor was greater than 
Abraham’s, Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin writes that while Abraham 
arrived at his knowledge of G-d by finding His Presence in the 
external, natural world, Sarah derived her knowledge of G-d 
through introspective contemplation into her own Divine soul.
 This is due to the fact that men are generally more 
externally oriented, whereas women are generally more internally 
focused. This adds an extra level of meaning to another well-known 
verse, “All honor is accorded to a King’s daughter whose focus is 
internal; her raiment is superior to settings of gold.” (Ps. 45:14) 
Again we see that inner refinement is more valued than external 
beauty and adornment.
 Nevertheless, you are correct. Sarah, as a paradigm of the 
ideal Jewish woman, is also praised for her physical beauty. The same 
teaching cited above regarding Sarah’s name Yiscah offers another 
parallel explanation: “Why does the Torah call Sarah by the name of 
Yiscah? Because all gazed (sachu) upon her beauty.” Furthermore, before 
Abraham and Sarah descended to Egypt, Abraham said to her, “Behold, 
now I know that you are a woman of fair appearance.” (Gen. 12:11)
 Parenthetically, various midrashim note that the wording 
of the verse implies that only then did he notice her beauty, but 
he did not notice it during their many years of marriage. One 
explanation is that on their way to Egypt they bent to drink from a 
stream, and when he saw her reflection he noticed her great beauty 
for the first time. But, since she was also named Yiscah on account 
of her acclaimed beauty, even this explanation is difficult.
 However, a possible understanding is that until then he 
recognized her beauty, but had attributed it to her inner, spiritual 
splendor, which glowed from within. However, when he saw only 
her physical countenance reflected in the water, he saw that not 
only did her refined soul radiate beauty but her physical features 
were beautiful as well. And, indeed, the verse later states, “And it 
came to pass when Abram came to Egypt, that the Egyptians saw 
the woman, that she was very pretty.” (Gen. 12:14)
 Accordingly, physical beauty is, at most, secondary to 
spiritual beauty. And while an attractive appearance may be marred 
by unrefined attributes, refined attributes may beautify a marred 
appearance. What’s more, for the inherently refined and spiritually 
splendorous tzaddikim, their inner beauty is actually manifested 
and expressed in a physically attractive countenance.
 Also, even if a woman appreciates beautiful adornments, 
this does not necessarily mean that she wears them in order to be 
beautiful. And, of course, the most precious gems with which a 
woman may adorn herself, as pearls around her neck, are pure and 
holy children and a righteous husband. Regarding this the chapter 
of Eshet Chayil states, “Her children will grow and gladden her with 
contentment, so too will her husband praise her.” (Prov. 31:28)  

 �PARSHA Q&A: NASSO
1. What is the significance of the number 8,580 in this weeks 

Parsha? 4:47-48 - It is the number of leviim between ages thirty 
and fifty.

2. Besides transporting the Mishkan, what other service 
performed by the leviim is referred to in this Parsha? 4:47 - 
Singing and playing cymbals and harps to accompany the 
sacrifices.

3. On which day did Moshe teach the command to send those 
who are temeim (ritually impure) out of the camp? 5:2 - The 
day the Mishkan was erected.

4. Name the three camps in the desert. 5:2 - The camp of the 
Shechina was in the center, surrounded by the camp of Levi 
which was surrounded by the camp of Yisrael.

5. Who was sent out of each of the camps? 5:2 - A metzora was 
sent out of all three camps. A zav was permitted in the camp of 
Yisrael but excluded from the two inner camps. A person who 
was tamei from contact with the dead had to leave only the 
camp of the Shechina.

6. A person stole from another and swore that he was innocent. If 
he later confesses his guilt, what are his obligations? 5:6-8 - He 
pays the principle plus a fifth to the victim, and brings a korban 
asham. 

7. Who determines which kohen receives the gifts that must be 
given to the kohanim? 5:10 - The giver.

8. What does the Torah promise a person who gives matnot 
kehuna? 5:10 - Great wealth.

9. Why are the verses about matnot kehuna followed by the verses 
about the sotah? 5:12 - To teach that someone who withholds 
the gifts due the kohanim is deserving of eventually bringing 
his wife to the kohanim to be tried as a sotah.

10. Why is the sotah given water from the holy basin? 5:17 - The 
holy basin was made from the mirrors of the righteous women 
who left Egypt; the sotah strayed from the example set by these 
women.

11. What does the kohen do to the hair of a sotah? 5:18 - He 
uncovers it.

12. When a sotah who is guilty of adultery drinks the water, she 
dies in a very specific fashion. What happens to the adulterer? 
5:22 - He dies a similar death.

13. Before the name of G-d is erased, the sotah has the option 
either to admit guilt or to drink the water. Does she have a third 
option? 5:27 - Yes, she can refuse both: She can refuse to admit 
guilt and also refuse to drink the water. (After the Name of G-d 
is erased, she loses this option.)

14. What are chartzanim? What are zagim? 6:4 - Chartzanim are 
seeds. Zagim are peels.

15. What sin does a Nazir commit against himself? 6:11 - He 
abstains from enjoying wine.

16. Where was the cut hair of a Nazir placed? 6:18 - It was placed 
on the fire under the pot in which the nazirs shelamim offering 
was cooked.

17. A kohen should bless the people “with a full heart”. What word 
in the Parsha conveys this idea of “a full heart”? 6:23 - “Amor.”

18. What is the meaning of the blessing “May G-d bless you and 
guard you?” 6:24 - “May G-d bless you” that your property may 
increase, “and guard you” from robbery.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, May 25th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:09P (Preferably by 7:25P)

Shabbos Day, May 26th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–6:55P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–7:55P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–7:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:17P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A

 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:15P
�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Advanced Hilchos Shabbos for men & women (Mon evenings 

following M/M)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed evenings following M/M)
 » Advanced Rashi on Chumash for men & women (Thurday 

evenings following M/M)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


