
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

June 8-9, 2018  25 Sivan, 5778  Shabbos Shelach
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 8:17P  Shabbos Ends 9:25P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, June 8th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:17P (Preferably by 7:25P)

Shabbos Day, June 9th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–7:05P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–8:05P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–8:05P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:25P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A (Please note new time)
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:20P

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Yehoshua Aryeh ben Sorah (Josh Jacobs)
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson of Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff) 
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Reminder: No parking on street over Shabbos. There are 5 spots in back. 

 �MAKE YOUR SELF AVAILABLE: RABBI LABEL LAM
 These are the names of the men Moshe sent to scout the Land, 
and Moshe called Hoshea the son of Nun, Yehoshua. (Bamidbar 13:17)
 Yehoshua had an extra benefit that saved him from falling prey 
to the problem that ensnared the other Meraglim- Spies. He remained loyal 
to his mission while they represented their own interest, consciously or 
unconsciously. What was his edge? What made the difference?  He had a 
relationship with a personal Rebbe, Moshe.  Rashi tells us here that Moshe 
changed his name to elicit Divine help! Why should he have that favorable 
advantage?
 One never knows why one must go through certain things in 
life. Reb Tzadok HaKohen says that all of the experiences one has become 
useful for serving HASHEM once a person does Teshuva. This is all part 
of loving HASHEM with all your heart, soul, and might. “With all your- 
might” refers to loving with whatever the Almighty deals you. There are 
some experiences that have me wondering still, “Why did I need to go 
through that?” Here’s one crazy event that is etched deeply into my psyche 
that I have come to appreciate its value over time.
 I was a junior playing varsity basketball for the local public 
high school. The coach of the team, a Jewish man, was almost devoutly 
immersed in the game of basketball. Later he would coach a number of 
teams in the NBA. He was deeply and intensely focused on teaching us 
how to play the game the way it was meant to be played. I learned a ton 
from him about team play and game theory and more. He had a few pet 
peeves though and it usually surrounded some player flagrantly ignoring 
his explicit and repeated instructions. It’s quite understandable actually. 
Anybody with authority would become upset by similar insubordination, 
but not all to this extent.
 It’s a minor point maybe but not in this episode. We were winning 
big at half time, on our home court against a local rival and we swaggered 
into the locker room feeling extra confident. The very last play of that half 
happened to have ended badly.
 Johnny V had failed to “make himself available to the basketball” 
as the coach had told him many times in practice. It seems like a small 
sin but because John stood at a distance waving his hands calling for the 
ball instead of making himself available to the basketball, the smallest guy 

on our team end up in a jump ball with the biggest guy on their team. 
The coach was shouting from the bench multiple times, “Make your-self 
available to the basketball ball John” and he didn’t!
 The coach walked into the room where we were relaxing in a 
celebratory mood. We all quieted down, ready to hear some words of praise 
and encouragement. He turned to John and whispered with a controlled 
anger, “Make your-self available to the basketball John!” He took a step closer 
and repeated it again, “Make your-self available to the basketball John!” He 
repeated this over and over again, each time moving closer to John, raising 
the volume of his voice, and the intensity of his tone. Eventually he was 
nose to nose with John, the veins of his neck were bulging out and his face 
was red with rage. “Make your-self available to the basketball John!” John 
just sat there like a statue, paralyzed with fear. No one moved! Then, the 
coach pivoted and punched a hole in the rolling blackboard in the middle 
of the locker room. For minutes after he left we sat in stunned silence. None 
of us will ever forget that immortal lesson, “Make your-self available to the 
basketball…” 
 Years later I was thinking about the Mishne in Pirke Avos 
(Chapter 1:6) which says, “Make for your-self a Rav…” It does not tell us 
to wait for a Rav to introduce himself and ask you what he can do for you! 
He’s not presumed to be a mind reader! Rather, you have to make your-self 
available to the Rav. Don’t wait for Torah and Mitzvos to introduce them 
-selves to you! You make yourself available to the Torah and to Mitzvos!
 Yehshuah was not granted an unfair advantage. Every one of 
the Meraglim, and we too, have an equal opportunity and an obligation to 
proactively “make your-self available…”  

 � RECOGNIZE THE NAME HOSHEA?: TORAH TOTS
 Recognize the name “Hoshea?” Probably not. That’s because 
Moshe changes it to “Yehoshua.” 
 Here’s the story:
 This week’s Parsha (and also Devarim 1:23-36) relates how 
twelve meraglim (spies) were sent to investigate Eretz Yisroel and, with the 
exception of Yehoshua and Calev, they returned with a disparaging report 
in an attempt to discourage Klal Yisrael from entering the land.
 It was only through prayer and special Divine assistance that 
Yehoshua and Calev were able to withstand the pressure and influence of 
their fellow meraglim and resist joining in their sin.
 The Talmud Tractate Sotah 34b relates that Moshe Rabbeinu, 
sensing the meraglim’s potential blunder, added the letter “yud” to the front 
of Yehoshua’s original name, changing it from “Hoshea”  to “Yehoshua” . 
Yud represents the name of Hashem. Moshe hopes that Hashem will keep 
Yehoshua safe from the diabolical plans of the spies. Moshe prayed,
 “Hashem Yoshiacha MayAtzat Meraglim - 
May Hashem save you from the scheme of the spies. “
 Calev, who received no such benediction from Moshe, went to 
Chevron to the Meorat Hamachpaila - the cave of the Patriarchs - where 
he prayed for protection from the spies’ sinful plans and he beseeched the 
Avot (Patriarchs) to intercede on his behalf.
 The Talmud, Tractate Sanhedrin 107a, explains that the letter 
“yud” that Moshe added to “Hoshea” to form the name “Yehoshua,” was the 
“yud” that was removed from Sarah’s name when her name was changed 
from  - “Sorai” to  - “Sarah” (Bereishit 17:15). To mollify the yud, which 
was opposed to surrendering its position in Sarah’s name, it was taken and 
appended to Yehoshua’s name.
 The yud that was removed from Sarah’s name did not have any 
nekudot (vowels),, thus begging the question - from where did it acquire 
the vowel  “Sh’va” upon being appended to Yehoshua’s name. .
 The Ari zal explains that it was taken from the word “ben” in 
Yehoshua ben Nun’s name. Interestingly, the Torah vowelizes the word  in 
Yehoshua’s name with a chirik (a single dot - Bin), instead of using the standard 
Segol vowelization (Ben), which has three dots. Thus, the two dots used for the 
added Yud were taken from the word “ben,” which now reads “bin” - . 

 � TORAH TOTS: MIDRASH MAVEN
They carried it on a pole, by twos (13:23)
They hung it from two poles, each with two men at each end. Thus it 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Pinchas & Tricia Sutkin with gratitude to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, on the occasion of Zevi Sutkin and Shira Ahuva Rich 
graduating from Torah Day School. We are so proud of the work Zevi has put in to take him to this day – the beginning of his next great journey at Yeshiva of 
Minneapolis. May each graduate merit to be a shining example of the beautiful Torah community we have in Dallas, Texas. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is 
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required eight men to carry the cluster of grapes; one carried a fig, and one 
a pomegranate. Joshua and Caleb did not carry back fruit, for the whole 
purpose of it was to defame the land: as its fruit is abnormal, so are its 
inhabitants abnormally large and strong.  (Rashi)

We came to the land where you sent us, and indeed it flows with milk and 
honey . . . (13:26)
Such is the way of defamers: they start off by saying something good, and 
conclude by saying evil.

Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi Meir: Any piece of slander 
which has not some truth in the beginning, will not endure in the end.  
(Midrash Rabbah; Talmud)

It is a land that consumes its inhabitants (13:32)
The Hebrew word for “its inhabitants” in this verse, yoshvehah, literally 
means “its settlers.”

Thus the chassidic master Rabbi Yitzchak of Vorka explained the deeper 
significance of this statement: the Holy Land does not tolerate those who 
settle down, content with their achievements 

We saw there the Nefilim, the giants descended of the fallen ones (13:33)
The descendents of Shamchazai and Azael, who fell from heaven in the 
generation of Enosh.  (Rashi)

When the generation of the Flood took to worshipping idols, and G-d was 
saddened, there arose two angels, Shamchazai and Azael, who said to Him: 
“Master of the Universe! Did we not say to You, when You created Your 
world, ‘What is man that You make mention of him?’”

Said G-d: “And the world—what shall become of it?”

Said they: “Master of the Universe! We would suffice for it.”

Said G-d: “It is known and revealed to Me that if you dwelled upon earth, 
the Evil Inclination would dominate you, and you would be worse than the 
sons of man.”

Said they: “Allow us to dwell among the humans, and You shall see that we 
will sanctify Your name!”

Said G-d: “Descend and dwell amongst them.”

Immediately they were corrupted.  (Yalkut Shimoni, Bereishit 44)

The people wept that night (14:1)
On the ninth of Av it was decreed that our fathers would not enter the 
Promised Land.

For we know that the children of Israel decamped from Mount Sinai on 
the 20th of Iyar (Numbers 10:11), and set forth on a three days’ journey 
(ibid. 10:33), following which they ate the quail for thirty days (ibid. 11:20). 
That brings us up to the 22nd of Sivan. Then Miriam was secluded outside 
of the camp for seven days (ibid. 12:15), following which Moses sent 
the spies (ibid. 13:1). Thus, the spies went out on the 29th of Sivan. And 
it is written, “They returned from spying out the land at the end of forty 
days.” The month of Tammuz was a “full” month (of 30 days) that year, 
meaning that they returned on the 8th of Av. And it is further written, “All 
the congregation lifted up their voice and cried; and the people wept that 
night.” Rabbah said in the name of Rabbi Yochanan: That night was the 
night of the ninth of Av. Said G-d to them: You have wept without cause; 
therefore I will set aside this day for a weeping throughout the generations 

to come.  (Talmud, Taanit 29b)

Five misfortunes befell our fathers on the ninth of Av: it was decreed that 
our fathers would not enter the Promised Land, the Temple was destroyed 
the first and second time, Betar was captured, and the city (Jerusalem) was 
ploughed up.  (Ibid., 26b)

Let the power of my L-rd be great, as You have spoken, saying: G-d is long-
suffering . . . (14:17–18)

When Moses ascended to heaven, he found G-d sitting and writing “long-
suffering.” Said Moses to G-d: “Master of the Universe! Long-suffering to 
the righteous?” Said G-d: “Also to the wicked.” Said Moses: “Let the wicked 
perish!” Said G-d: “See now that you will need this.” When Israel sinned, 
G-d said to Moses: “Did you not tell Me to be long-suffering only toward 
the righteous?” Said Moses to Him: “Did You not say to me, ‘Also to the 
wicked’?”  (Talmud, Sanhedrin 111a)

They found a man gathering sticks (15:32)
The gatherer was Tzelafchad (whose daughters petitioned Moses to receive 
his share in the Land—cf. Numbers 27) . . . this is Rabbi Akiva’s view. Said 
Rabbi Judah ben Beteira to him: “Akiva! In either case you will be called to 
task. If you are right, the Torah shielded him, while you reveal him! And if 
not, you cast a stigma upon a righteous man.”  (Talmud, Shabbat 96b)

They found a man gathering sticks on the Sabbath day (15:32)
The Torah relates the shame of Israel, in that they all kept only the first 
Shabbat, and on the second Shabbat this one came and violated it.  (Rashi; 
Talmud)

His intention was for the sake of heaven. For the people of Israel were saying 
that since it had been decreed that they will not enter the Land because of 
the incident of the spies, they are no longer obligated to keep the mitzvot. 
So he went and violated the Shabbat, so that he should be killed and others 
should see.  (Tosafot, Bava Batra 119b)

Thus he did not truly sin, since “work that is not needed for itself ” (as in the 
case of one who digs a pit but has use only for its earth but not for the pit) 
does not constitute “work” (melachah) that is in violation of the Shabbat. 
Nevertheless the court executed him, for a judge can only judge by what he 
sees, not by the intentions of the heart.  (Maharsha, ibid.)

They shall put upon the fringe of each corner a thread of blue (15:38)

Abaye inquired of Rav Samuel ben Rav Judah: How do you dye the blue 
thread? He replied: We take the blood of the chillazon together with other 
ingredients, and put them all in a pot and boil them together. Then we take 
out a small amount in an eggshell and test it on a piece of wool, and we 
throw away what remains in the eggshell and burn the wool. One can infer 
three things from this: 1) that the dye used for testing is unfit; 2) that the 
dyeing must be for the specific purpose of the mitzvah; and 3) that the dye 
used for testing renders the rest unfit . . .

Our Rabbis taught: The chillazon resembles the sea in its color, and in shape 
it resembles a fish; it comes up from the sea once in seventy years, and with 
its blood one dyes the blue thread. Therefore it is so expensive . . . If one 
cannot obtain blue threads, he should insert all white threads.  (Talmud, 
Menachot 38b–44a) Why is blue singled out from all the varieties of colors? 
Because blue resembles the sea, and the sea resembles heaven, and heaven 
resembles the divine throne, as it is written (Exodus 24:10): “They saw the 
G-d of Israel, and at His feet was as it were a paved work of sapphire stone, 
like the very heaven for clearness.”  (Talmud, Sotah 17a)
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, June 8th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:17P (Preferably by 

7:25P)
Shabbos Day, June 9th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–7:05P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–8:05P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–

8:05P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:25P

�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Advanced Hilchos Shabbos for men & women (Mon evenings 

following M/M)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed evenings following M/M)
 » Advanced Rashi on Chumash for men & women (Thurday 

evenings following M/M)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


