CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM

An intimate space...Grow at your pace.

March 10-11, 2017 = 13 Adar, 5777 = Shabbos Tetzaveh, Zachor
Mincha: 6:15P / Candlelighting: 6:14P = Shabbos Ends 7:23P

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. NO SHALOSH SEUDOS THIS SHABBOS IN SHUL. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you

are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.

B SHABBOS SCHEDULE

Friday Night, March 10*

» Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv - 6:15P

» Candlelighting - 6:14P

Shabbos Day, March 11*

» Shacharis followed by Kiddush-8:30A

» CTC Kids with Tricia Sutkin-10:15A

» Chumash Shiur (M&W)-Cancelled this Shabbos

» Mincha (No Shalosh Seudos for men in shul) - 5:15P

» Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at the Rich home — Cancelled

» Shabbos Ends-7:23P

» Maariv followed by Megillas Esther (for M, W & Children)-8:15P

» Second Megillah reading for men & women-9:30 PM (at the Boden-
heimer home, 17909 Carrollwood Dr., Dallas, Texas 75252)

» Daylight Savings Time. Adjust Clocks One Hour Forward-2:00A

EPURIM DAY SCHEDULE

Sunday, March 12,2017

» Shacharis: 8:00 AM

» Megillas Esther: 8:30 AM

» Mincha: 3:30 PM

» Shul Purim Seudah (Pre-registration required): 5:30 PM

» Maariv: 8:15 PM

EWEEKDAY SCHEDULE

» Weekday Shacharis-6:40A

» Weekday Mincha-7:15P

» Weekday Maariv-8:30P

B REFUAH SHELAIMA

MEN

» Aharon Shlomo ben Soroh Tzirel (Father of Don Goldstein)
» Zoosav ben Lipke (Father of Suzanne Luftig)

» Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)
WOMEN

» Fanna Leah bas Shulamis (Mother of Wes Sutkin)

» Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)

» Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel)

B WHAT’S NU AT CTC

» Raising Children the Torah Way: A weekly discussion based on the
writings of the venerable Lakewood Masgiach Rav Mattisyahu Solomon
as presented in WITH HEARTS FULL OF LOVE. Group meets Sundays
7:30-8:15 PM at CTC. Begins right after Pesach. Look for upcoming
details.

» CTC 2017 Purim Feast Italian Style: Sunday, March 12, 5:00 PM
Congregation Toras Chaim. ITALIAN FOOD ... including Rotini and
Meat Sauce Marinara / Bone In Chicken Caccitore Buttered Pasta / Angel
Hair Pomodoro / Ratatouille Caesar Salad / Hamentashen / Sorbet with
an entertaining Purim story video for the children & young at heart.
COST Shul Members: $60 Family Max / $25 Per Person / $10 Child
Non Members: $72 Family Max / $36 Per Person / $15 Child. Children
defined as under 12.

» Remember the four mitzvos of Purim day:

« Matanos LEvyonim: Charity is sent to at least two different needy
people (Money may be given to the rabbi for distribution on Purim).

o Mishloach Manos: Each Jew over the age of bar mitzvah or bat
mitzvah must send two different, ready made foods to at least one
friend.

 Seudas Purim: Toward evening, a festive meal called Seudas Purim is
held, often with wine as the prominent beverage.

o Megillas Esther: Each Jew over the age of bar mitzvah or bat mitzvah
must hear Megillas Esther read at night and during the day.

» Shovavim 5777 Taharas HaMishpacha (Hilchos Niddah) for men:

« Sunday, March 5,9-10 AM: Harchakos (Postponed until after Purim)
« Sunday, March 12, 9-10 AM: Vestos / Calendar (Postponed until after
Purim)

B ABSOLUTELY: RABBI LABEL LAM
You shall remember what Amalek did to you on the way, when you

went out of Egypt, how he happened upon you on the way and cut off all the
stragglers at your rear, when you were faint and weary, and he did not fear
G-d. [Therefore,] it will be, when HASHEM your G-d grants you respite from
all your enemies around [you] in the land which HASHEM, your G-d, gives
to you as an inheritance to possess, that you shall obliterate the remembrance
of Amalek from beneath the heavens. You shall not forget! (Devarim 17-19)

Here we have a Mitzvah opportunity to recall what Amalek did to
us when we went out of Egypt. Even though there is a general admonition
against holding grudges this one is an exception. We are reminded to
remember it forever and that is what we do each year on the Shabbos prior to
Purim. The puzzlement of this practice is that we seem to be countermanding
another important principle.

King Solomon, the wisest of all men, was the one who coined
the phrase, “The memory of the righteous will be for a blessing, but name
of wicked will rot!” (Mishlei 10:7) Wisdom dictates that the name of the
wicked should naturally disappear. Yet we find ourselves reviving the
memory of Amalek. We are told to never forget to remember to obliterate the
remembrance of Amalek. We may be better off forgetting about Amalek and
let his memory just fade like a bad dream.

We can perhaps employ a few brief approaches. Amalek is an ever
present and lurking danger. We are being told not to fall into a false sense of
security and to remember as a cautionary note. Don’t forget there’s a criminal
still at large. There is also a clear mandate here to actually to lead him to
his ultimate destiny which is total annihilation, as Bilaam too prophesized,
“The first nation (to attack was) Amalek, and his ultimate end is destruction.”
Bamidbar 24:20)

The Malbim on Mishlei offers a different type of solution. We
have here a distinction between the “memory” of a person versus his “name”.
He explains that the memory refers to the reputation that a person’s deeds
create in the world while the name refers to the essential identity of a man.
“The verse sharply contrasts the righteous person with the wicked. Even the
impression left by the mere deeds of a righteous man will be remembered for
ablessing while the not merely their deeds but the very essence of the wicked,
the entire record of their being in this world will rot away leaving no trace””

It seems there is a huge distinction to be made between being
famous and being infamous. Himmler, his name should be erased, said about
Hitler, his name should be erased, “In the 1930’s he was a mentch (a man).
In the early 1940’ he was an uber mentch (a superman), and in the mid
1940’ he was os mentch (he wasn’t even human).” Adolph was a common
German name that has fallen seriously in popularity. No person could feel
comfortable walking the planet now with a family name Hitler. The name is
widely known but the reputation is one of one of infamy. He is poster child
of wickedness and cruelty in the annals of history. That is a rotten name.

At the dinner table some 9 years back my little son asked casually,
“Will Avraham Avinu still be known 1000 years from now?” We chuckled. It
was so cute. We discussed that maybe it was charming and funny because a
little 5 years old was speaking of such large numbers or maybe it was funny
because of course he will be known 1000 years from now. He has been known
for the past 3700 years. Why should it ever desist? Avraham is a famous name.
He was blessed, his reputation is blessed, his memory is a source of blessing
and his blessed children should never forget and remember always to oppose
the absolute opponents of blessing absolutely.

B MAKING BEDS: SOME SERIOUS PURIM TORAH

Many years ago, in a far away country, there was a well known rabbi who
was consulted on all sorts of matters relating to the Jewish people. His wise counsel
was sought from people of all walks of life, and his decisions were accepted by the
community at large, as they understood that his rulings and pronouncements were
divinely inspired.

So when on a certain occasion he met with some parents of his students,
and a few mothers complained that their children were not making their beds, he
assured them that he would deal with the matter. That week, in his public address to
his students, he mentioned that the students should always make sure to make their
beds in the morning. When the person transcribing the speech wrote up his review
of the talk, he made sure to emphasize the rabbi’s intention. He wrote, The Rosh
Yeshiva today ruled that one is mchuyav [obligated -MOD] to make his bed in the
morning. Word spread fast. The halacha had been established: One was obligated to
make their bed.

Later that day, someone came to the Rosh Yeshiva and asked, I don’t have
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time to make my bed before I go to davening. By the time I get back my mother is
gone for the day so she doesn’t think I make my bed, and isn’t pleased. What should
I do? After hearing the answer that was given, the halacha was suitably amended to
say that the bed should be made as soon as one gets up. One is mchuyav to make his
bed in the morning, as soon as he gets up.

The next day, he was approached by a bochur that wanted to know,
When you said as soon as he gets up, do you mean immediately - right when one
steps out of the bed - or is one allowed some time first? One isn't required to do it
immediately, he answered. So they modified the text accordingly: One is mchuyav
to make his bed in the morning, soon after he gets up. How long soon after? he
was immediately asked. How much time exactly? 10-15 minutes, he replied, figuring
that’s a reasonable amount of time. And so it was added: One is mchuyav to make
his bed in the morning, within 10-15 minutes from when he gets up. The bochurim
found this to be a satisfactory resolution, but unsurprisingly, it resulted in some
individuals insisting that it should be made by 10 minutes, and others saying it was
fine to wait even 15 minutes. After some time, they settled on an unofficial resolution
by considering 10 minutes to be the first zman [fixed tme - MOD], and 15 minutes
the second zman. Things went along smoothly until one day a bochur came over
and explained to him a problem he had run into. My roommate doesn’t like the way
I make my bed! He claims it’s not really made! What do you mean?, asked the Rosh
Yeshiva. Well, he claims that for a bed to be considered made the pillow needs to
be on top and the sides need to be even or tucked in, and I just lay out the cover on
top, covering everything, however it comes out. What should I do? The Rosh Yeshiva
mulled this over for a while, and replied: Youre allowed to make it however your
family does it. What’s acceptable to your mother (or father) is acceptable here.

Hakol kminhago [everyone according to his owm custom - MOD]. Once
again the halacha was adjusted accordingly: One is mchuyav to make his bed in the
morning, within 10-15 minutes from when he gets up. The manner of making the
bed should be done according to one’s established minhag.

(Later that week when the bochurim went home for the weekend,
many parents were a bit mystified when they were asked by their sons, What is the
minhag of our family of how to make our beds? but they figured it was all part of
the tremendous spiritual growth they could see in their young bnei torah [scholars -
MOD].)

One morning a few weeks later, as shacharis was beginning, the Rosh
Yeshiva was notified about an argument that had broken out between 2 bochurim.
Approaching their room, he heard loud shouting through the closed door. As he
entered, he found one of the bochurim vehemently yelling at the other. Seeing him
come in, the young man turned to him and exclaimed loudly, Rebbe! I'm so glad
you're here! I tried to get him to make his bed but he wouldn't listen! He just ignored
me, and now it’s 5 minutes after the zman, and look, his bed is still not made!

Before the Rosh Yeshiva had a chance to respond, the other bochur
quickly spoke up in his defense, That’s not true. I only got out of bed 2 minutes ago!
I still have 8 minutes until the zman!

Yes, he only got out of bed 2 minutes ago. But he woke up 20 minutes ago!
That means he should have made his bed 10 minutes ago!

It was clear that there needed to be some clarification: When the psak
was issued that a bed must be made 10-15 minutes after getting up, did ‘after getting
up’ mean after waking up (msha’as kumuso) or did it mean after getting out of
bed (msha’as yitziaso)? At this point a small crowd had gathered around the room
and a vociferous discussion had broken out. Everyone started buzzing, talking,
sharing their thoughts of why it meant this interpretation and not the other one.
Realizing what was happening, the Rosh Yeshiva put an abrupt stop to it all by loudly
demanding that everyone should immediately go to davening and they would deal
with it later on.

By lunchtime that day the Rosh Yeshiva had still not addressed the
burning issue and a fierce debate had already broken out in the halls of the yeshiva.
Even the rabbeim had gotten involved. Some felt that the halacha had to mean from
when a person got out of bed, because as they explained, if it meant from when he
woke up then the first thing he would have to do upon awaking would be to look at
his clock and remember the time. But this can’t be, because we all know that the first
thing a person must do when he wakes up is say ‘modeh ani’ and wash neigel vasser.
Therefore it must mean from when he gets out of bed. In spite of this convincing
logic others still held it was better to be machmir [stringent - MOD] and go by
from when a person wakes up and not to wait until he gets out of bed. They pointed
out that all that was needed to avoid the above-mentioned conflict was to first say
modeh ani, quickly wash his hands, and then subtract 30 seconds from whenever he
first looks at the clock. But not all clocks have second hands on them, countered the
first opinion, and besides, it is too easy to forget the exact time including the seconds.
The machmirim had a ready response: Firstly, someone who cares about the halacha
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properly can make sure to have a clock with seconds on it, and secondly, he should
also have a paper and pen next to his clock so he can mark down the proper time, in
order to avoid the chance of forgetting it.

Seeing that positions had already been staked out in this dispute, the
Rosh Yeshiva decided not to voice his own opinion and instead told everyone to go
by whatever their rebbe held.

Unfortunately, this had the effect of causing a lot of machlokes [dispute
- MOD] in the school as some people didn't agree with their rabbeim, and resented
being forced out of their beds sooner than they preferred. The problems were soon
settled when a young illuy [genius - MOD] came up with an ingenious solution. He
pointed out that even though someone had woken up, if they had in mind that they
were sleeping it was like they actually were, since machshava kmaase [thought is
like action - MOD]. Although his reasoning was roundly rejected by many others,
it satisfied those lazier bochurim and they let the matter slide. No one was much
surprised at their reaction, as these sorts of students had already demonstrated their
laxity of the halacha when it was realized that they were deliberately getting dressed
while remaining in their beds, in order to give themselves more time until the zman
of when you get up would commence (according to the shita of msha’as yitziaso).

For a brief while the yeshiva had some complaints from bochurim who
wanted to switch rooms because their roommates were not keeping what they felt
was the right zman for making their beds. Already very disturbed by the problems
that the previous issue had caused and not wanting to cause any more machlokes
in the yeshiva, the Rosh Yeshiva wisely dealt with the problem by declaring that if
anyone was concerned about another not making the zman, they were allowed to
make the other person’s bed for them, as long as the first one had daas [intention
- MOD] that the other would be motzei him [act as his legal agent - MOD]. When
asked if the bed-making shliach [agent - MOD] also was required to have daas he
replied that it wasn’t necessary because obviously if he was making it he had daas
to do such a thing. Despite his suggestion, it wasn't uncommon to hear bochurim
loudly reminding their roommates, Have in mind to be motzei so-and-so when
making his bed!

Some months after the initial psak was issued, an enterprising bochur
started selling a unique clock that had a special alarm. The alarm would wake you up,
and when you pushed the proper button it would turn off and ring 9 minutes later
to remind you that you had 1 minute left to make your bed. He actually also made a
second one that gave you 14 minutes instead of 9, but no one bought it since they felt
it was better not to be meikel.

Another issue that the yeshiva had to resolve was that according to the
opinions that one must make their beds from when they first woke up, what was to
be done if someone fell asleep again shortly after waking up? After much learned
discussion it was decided that falling back asleep wasn’t a problem, and the zman
only started after the real, final waking up. This was derived from the situation
of if one woke up in the middle of the night: Was he then obligated to make his
bed shortly after? For a brief time, some people in the yeshiva began to follow this
custom. But when the Rosh Yeshiva ruled that it wasn’t necessary, they understood
from that that the zman only began after the last, real waking up.

These events all occurred many, many years ago, and boruch Hashem
nowadays it isn't as heated an issue as it once was. Everyone understands and accepts
the principles of eilu veilu divrei Elokim chaim [both opinions are the words of the
living G-d - MOD], minhag avoseinu byadeinu [following one’s ancestral custom
- MOD], baal nefesh yachmir [a person who is careful about mitzvos should be
stringent - MOD], and shomer psaim Hashem [G-d takes care of people who know
no better - MOD]. Each person has their own traditions or chumros that they’re
entitled to follow or make up. In addition, there have been many wonderful books
written on this subject, most recently Artscroll’s splendid translation of Hilchos Ish
UMitoso [Laws applicable to a person and his bed - MOD], which sheds much light
on this subject for the average layman (also available in a laminated, newly type-set,
pocket edition that one can keep by their bed!).

However, legend has it that if you go to this yeshiva and poke in on some
of the rooms, you'll still occasionally find a bochur here and there that tries to be
extra zahir [meticulously careful - MOD] in this inyan [matter - MOD] and even on
a cold winter night will sleep on top of his carefully made blanket so that he never
will -- chas vchalila! [G-d forbid - MOD] -- find his bed unmade past the proper
zman!

Ratzah hakadosh baruch hu lzakos es yisroel, lfichach hirba lahem torah
umitzvos! [The Holy One blessed be He wished to give the Jewish people extra
opportunities to acquire merit -- He, therefore, increased for them the Torah and the
number of mitzvos (Makkot 3,16)!]
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HPURIM DAY SCHEDULE

Sunday, March 12,2017

» Shacharis: 8:00 AM

» Megillas Esther: 8:30 AM

» Mincha: 3:30 PM

» Shul Purim Seudah (Pre-registration required): 5:30 PM
» Maariv: 8:15 PM

BCLASSES

Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)

Before Shacharis Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)

» NQ Daf HaYomi Kesuvos for men (Sunday-Thursday 8:45P)
Learn to Learn Gemara (Tue & Thur 7:30-8:30P)

Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 60 mins before mincha)
Raising Children the Torah Way (for women) (Sundays 7:30-8:15
PM with Rebbetzin Susan Rich - Beginning after Pesach)
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