
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

June 22-23, 2018  10 Tammuz, 5778  Shabbos Chukas
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 8:21P  Shabbos Ends 9:29P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, June 22nd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:21P (Preferably by 7:25P)

Shabbos Day, June 23rd

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–Canceled
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A

NEW SHABBOS AFTERNOON SCHEDULE
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–6:10P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–7:10P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–8:10P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–8:10P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:29P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A (Please note new time)
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:25P

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson of Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Shoshana Elka bas Ettel Dina (Shoshana Strassman)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » CTC Professional’s Kollel: Congregation Toras Chaim is proud to 

introduce the CTC Professional’s Kollel, a program of skills-based 
learning for men with careers. Monday through Friday, 8:15-10:15 AM, 
the daily schedule includes a 30 minute halacha shiur consisting of one 
amud (side) of Shulchan Aruch, Rema, Mishna Berura with some Biur 
Halacha, followed by 30 minutes of chavrusa review. This is followed by 
a 45 minute gemara shiur (currently learning first perek in Shabbos), 
consisting of all Gemara and Rashi and many Tosafos inside. This too 
is followed by 45 minutes of chavrusa review. Besides Halacha and 
Gemara, you will learn:
• Grammar
• Historical background and contextual information
• Talmudic syntax and exegesis
• Ways to decipher the Gemara, Rashi and Tosafos
• Complex thought processes and systems of Talmudic logic
• If this program sounds like the opportunity you never had, but wish 

you did, or, has piqued your interest, please email Rabbi Yaakov Rich 
at rabbi@toraschaimdallas.org or call (972) 835-6016 .

 � CHOK IS THE REAL THING: RABBI LABEL LAM
 HASHEM spoke to Moshe and to Aaron saying, “This is the 
decree (chukos) of the Torah, which HASHEM has commanded, saying: 
“Speak to the Children of Israel and they shall take to you a completely 
red cow- which is without blemish, and upon which a yoke has not come. 
(Bamidbar 19:1-2)
 HASHEM spoke to Moshe and to Aaron, saying, “Because you 
did not believe in Me to sanctify Me in the eyes of the Children of Israel, 
therefore you shall not bring this congregation to the land that I have given 
them. (Bamidbar 20:12)
 The verse reveals that if they had not done this sin they would 
have entered the land. (Why?) In order that they should not say about 
them, “Because of the sin of the rest of the “generation of the desert” that 

was decreed upon them, they did not enter.” (Rashi)
 Ask the man in the street, “Why were Moshe and Aaron not 
allowed to enter the Land of Israel?” The answer you’re likely to get, “‘Cause 
he hit the rock!” Rashi more than implies that this is not the real reason. 
The verse only reveals this incident so that we dare not conclude that some 
less acceptable reason was the cause of them not entering. What is the real 
reason Moshe and Aaron did not enter the Land of Israel? Why is this 
entire episode included with “Chukas”, having to do with the classically 
incomprehensible “Red Cow?
 What is a “Chok”? A Chok is a law that, by definition, cannot be 
understood by the human mind. We may be tempted to reject it altogether 
if not for the credibility of the promulgator of that law. Even if it is not 
comprehensible to us, ultimately we defer to the expertise of a mind that 
supersedes our own. As Maimonodies writes in Moreh Nevuchim, “Truth 
does not become more-true by virtue that the whole world agrees with it, 
nor less so even if the whole world disagrees with it!” Galileo concurs, “In 
questions of science, the authority of a thousand is not worth the humble 
reasoning of a single individual.”
 The surprising fact is that, “These are the “chukos” of the Torah”- 
The whole of Torah is a “chok”! What we experience as a reason (in Hebrew 
Ta’am) is merely a taste. We have a flavor or a sense of some local benefit from 
a Mitzvos, but the bottom line of it all is that they are beyond human ken.
 In reality HASHEM plays a subtle trick on all of us. It is the same 
trick we play on our children. When they are in need of some medicine the 
pharmacist laces is with candy flavor so the child will desire to take it. The 
parent has one motive- to get the spoon into the kid’s mouth. The kid has 
an entirely different agenda- to enjoy a sweet taste.
 So it goes with apples and marriage and children and work. We 
are often there for one selfish reason but deep down buried beneath the 
surface of these experiences are vitamins packed with multiple life lessons 
we could not and would not have gotten otherwise. And so it is with Moshe 
and Aaron. We are shown a somewhat reasonable explanation as to he why 
they were denied entry to the land of their and our desire. The real bottom 
line, though, is that it is a “Chok”. It relates to HASHEM’s infinite mind, and 
as we all now know- “chok” is the real thing.  

 � TORAH TOTS: CHUKAS
This is the decree (chok) of the Torah . . . (Numbers 19:2)
 In everything that G-d taught Moses, He would tell him both the 
manner of contamination and the manner of purification. When G-d came 
to the laws concerning one who comes in contact with a dead body, Moses 
said to Him: “Master of the universe! If one is thus contaminated, how may 
he be purified?” G-d did not answer him. At that moment the face of Moses 
turned pale.
 When G-d came to the section of the red heifer, He said to 
Moses: “This is its manner of purification.” Said Moses to G-d: “Master of 
the universe! This is a purification?” Said G-d: “Moses, it is a chok, a decree 
that I have decreed, and no creature can fully comprehend My decrees.” 
(Midrash Rabbah)

Peak to the children of Israel, that they bring to you a red heifer (19:2)
 Nine red heifers were prepared from the time that the Jewish 
people were commanded this mitzvah until the Second Temple was 
destroyed. The first was prepared by Moses, the second by Ezra, and 
another seven were prepared from Ezra until the Temple’s destruction. The 
tenth heifer will be prepared by Moshiach, may he speedily be revealed, 
Amen, may it be the will of G-d.  (Mishneh Torah)

A red heifer (19:2)
 A maid’s child once dirtied the royal palace. Said the king: “Let 
his mother come and clean up her child’s filth.” By the same token, G-d 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Ehoud Wilson and his brother Joe, l’ilui nishmas their father Daniel ben Avraham. The life he lived 
and the lessons he taught continue to inspire us today. In addition, Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson want to recognize Moshe & Ariella Bush for their 
unconditional friendship and the magnificent work on their kitchen. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi 

Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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says: “Let the heifer atone for the deed of the [golden] calf.”  (Midrash 
Tanchuma)

The clean person shall sprinkle upon the unclean person . . . and 
he shall be clean at evening. . . . [But] he who sprinkles the water of 
sprinkling . . . shall be unclean (19:19–21)
 All who are involved in the preparation of the heifer, from 
beginning to the end, become impure, but the heifer itself purifies the 
impure! But G-d says: I have made a chok, decreed a decree, and you may 
not transgress My decrees. (Midrash Tanchuma)
 The fact that the ashes of the heifer “purify the contaminated and 
contaminate the pure” carries an important lesson to us in our daily lives: If 
your fellow has been infected by impurity and corruption, do not hesitate 
to get involved and do everything within your power to rehabilitate him. If 
you are concerned that you may became tainted by your contact with him, 
remember that the Torah commands the kohen to purify his fellow Jew, 
even though his own level of purity will be diminished in the process.  (The 
Lubavitcher Rebbe)

Miriam died there (20:1)
 Why does the account of Miriam’s death follow the [laws of the] 
red heifer? To teach you that just the red heifer achieves atonement, so does 
the death of the righteous achieve atonement.  (Talmud, Moed Katan 28a)

Miriam died there . . . and there was no water for the congregation 
(20:1–2)
 Three great providers arose for the people of Israel—Moses, 
Aaron and Miriam—through whom they received three great gifts: the 
well, the clouds [of glory] and the manna. The well was in the merit of 
Miriam, the clouds in the merit of Aaron, and the manna in the merit of 
Moses.
 When Miriam died, the well was removed, as it says, “Miriam 
died there . . .” and, immediately afterward, “And there was no water for the 
congregation.” The well then came back in the merit of the other two.
 When Aaron died, the clouds of glory were removed, as it says, 
“The Canaanite, the king of Arad, heard . . . and waged war on Israel.” He 
heard that Aaron died, and thought that he now had license to attack Israel 
[because the clouds of glory which protected them were gone. The well and 
the clouds] then came back in the merit of Moses alone.  (Talmud, Taanit 9a)

Because you did not believe in Me (20:12)
 [At the burning bush,] Moses said: “But, behold, they will not 
believe me” (Exodus 4:1). Said G-d to him: “They are believers, the sons of 
believers; you, however, will ultimately fail to believe. They are believers, as 
it is written, ‘The people believed’ (ibid. v. 31); the sons of believers, as it is 
written, ‘[Abraham] believed’ (Genesis 15:6); whereas you will ultimately 
fail to believe, as it is written: ‘Because you did not believe in Me.’”  (Talmud, 
Shabbat 97a)

These are the Waters of Strife (20:13)
 It is written (Psalms 66:5): “Come and see the doings of G-d, His 
awesome plot on the children of man.” For G-d had already decreed that 
none of that generation shall enter the Land. . . . But as soon as Moses 
said to them, “Hear now, you rebels,” G-d said to him: “Therefore you will 
not bring this congregation into the Land.” Thus, it was “an awesome plot.”  
(Midrash Tanchuma)
 Take Aaron and Elazar his son, and go up Hor HaHar (20:25)

G-d said to Moses: “Do Me a favor and tell Aaron that he is to die, for I am 
ashamed to tell him.”
 What did Moses do? He rose early in the morning and went to 
Aaron, and called to him: “Aaron, my brother!” Aaron came out to him and 
asked: “Why did you see fit to come so early today?” Said Moses to him: 
“There was something in the Torah which occupied my mind during the 
night and which I had difficulty with, so I rose early and came to you.” Asked 
Aaron: “What was this thing?” Said Moses to him: “I do not remember what 
it was, but I know that it was in the book of Genesis; bring it and let us read 
from it.”
 So they took a scroll of the book of Genesis and read from it. 
With each chapter and each thing they read, Moses would say: “G-d did 
well; G-d created well.” When they came to the creation of man, Moses 
said: “What can be said of man, who brought death into the world!” Said 
Aaron: “Moses, my brother, can you say that in this matter we do not accept 
the divine decree?” . . . Said Moses: “And I, who ruled over the ministering 
angels, and you, who stopped death [with the ketoret], shall we too come to 
this?” . . . Immediately Aaron felt his demise in his bones. . . . Said Aaron to 
him: “My heart trembles within me, and the terrors of death have befallen 
me” (Psalms 55:5).
 Said Moses to him: “Are you prepared to die?” Said he: “Yes.” Said 
Moses: “Let us then ascend Hor HaHar.” Thereupon the three of them—
Moses, Aaron and Elazar—ascended before the eyes of all of Israel . . .

When they ascended [the mountain], a cave opened up for them . . .
 Said Moses to Aaron: “Enter the cave.” He entered, and he saw 
there a made-up bed and a burning candle. Said Moses to him: “Go up onto 
the bed.” He went up. “Straighten your arms.” He straightened them. “Close 
your mouth.” He closed it . . .
 Thereupon the Shechinah (Divine Presence) came down and 
kissed him.
 (At that moment, Moses desired a death such as that. Thus it was 
later said to him (Deuteronomy 32:50): “You will die on the mountain . . . as 
Aaron your brother died on Hor HaHar”—the death which you coveted.)
 G-d said to them: “Go out from here.” As soon as they went out, the 
cave was sealed, and Moses and Elazar descended.  (Yalkut Shimoni; Rashi)

It came to pass that if a serpent had bitten any man, and he looked 
upon the brass serpent, he lived (21:9)
 Now, did the serpent kill or did the serpent restore to life? No. 
But when Israel looked upward and subjected their hearts to their Father 
in Heaven, they were healed; but if they did not, they pined away.  (Talmud, 
Rosh Hashanah 29a)

Then Israel sang this song: Spring up, O well; sing to it (21:17)
 Why is Moses not mentioned here? Because he owed his 
punishment to water, and no man praises his executioner. Why is the name 
of G-d not mentioned? This may be illustrated by the case of a governor 
who made a feast for the king. The king asked: “Will my friend be there?” 
“No,” he was told. Said he: “Then I also am not going there.” In the same way, 
G-d said: “Since Moses is not mentioned there, I also will not be mentioned 
there.” (Midrash Rabbah)
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, June 22nd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:21P (Preferably by 

7:25P)
Shabbos Day, June 23rd

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–Canceled
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A

NEW SHABBOS AFTERNOON SCHEDULE
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–6:10P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–7:10P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–8:10P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–8:10P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:29P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A (Please note new time)
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:25P
�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Parenting/Marriage Chaburah for women (Sunday evenings)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Advanced Hilchos Shabbos for men & women (Mon evenings 

following M/M)
 » Rabbi Heller on the Parsha (Wed evenings following M/M)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos 2 hrs mins before mincha)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–(Shabbos1 hr before mincha)

Good Shabbos


