
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

August 3-4, 2018  23 Av, 5778  Shabbos Eikev
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 8:06P  Shabbos Ends 9:13P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, August 3rd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:06P (Earliest 6:58P, Preferably by 

7:25P)
Shabbos Day, August 4th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur with Rabbi Yaakov Rich for men & women–

5:55P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–6:55P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–Can-

celed
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–7:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:13P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:05P

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » CTC Professional’s Kollel: Congregation Toras Chaim is proud 

to introduce the CTC Professional’s Kollel, a program of skills-
based learning for men with careers. Monday through Friday, 
8:15-10:15 AM, the daily schedule includes a 30 minute halacha 
shiur consisting of one amud (side) of Shulchan Aruch, Rema, 
Mishna Berura with some Biur Halacha, followed by 30 minutes 
of chavrusa review. This is followed by a 45 minute gemara shiur 
(currently learning first perek in Shabbos), consisting of all 
Gemara and Rashi and many Tosafos inside. This too is followed 
by 45 minutes of chavrusa review. If this program sounds 
like the opportunity you never had, but wish you did, or, has 
piqued your interest, please email Rabbi Yaakov Rich at rabbi@
toraschaimdallas.org or call (972) 835-6016 .

 �EVERY DAY AND NIGHT: RABBI LABEL LAM
 And now Israel what does HASHEM your G-d ask of you? 
Only to fear HASHEM your G-d, to go in all His ways and to love 
Him, and to serve HASHEM your G-d, with all your heart and all 
your soul. (Devarim 10:12)
 Our sages learned from here that “everything is from 
heaven except for the fear of heaven.” We find out that we really 
have only one job, to fear HASHEM. Everything else is taken care 
of by HASHEM. In the partnership we have with HASHEM this is 
our focus, our side of the bargain. King Solomon writes, “HASHEM 
made (the reason HASHEM made) so that we should fear Him!” 
(Koheles 3:14) Everything in creation is meant to inspire us overtly 
and subtly so that we should come to fear, to recognize HASHEM.
 Now some will react to the term fear as if it is a paralyzing 
fear. It’s understandable because so much is lost in translation. Yira- 
fear in Hebrew, is related to RE-EH, to see. Yira implies seeing, 
which means becoming more intellectually and tangibly aware. 

That awareness can produce an exhilarating awe. This is not an easy 
task. Rabbi Yisrael Salanter writes in Ohr Yisrael that people are not 
naturally gifted with this knowledge. It requires mental exertion to 
focus and refocus constantly until it becomes installed. Even then it 
requires continual maintenance.
 The greatest challenge is of course that we are being asked 
to fear, to see and be aware of that which by definition cannot be 
seen.
 How can this job which is our only real job be done? How 
is a person to gain Yiras HASHEM!?
 Let us borrow part of the script from another verse from 
this week, in reference to the Land of Israel, “A Land that HASHEM 
your G-d investigates; the eyes of HASHEM your G-d are constantly 
upon it from the beginning of the year to the year’s end. (Devarim 
11:12)
 Now, can we say that HASHEM has an eye? Concretely, 
no! Figuratively, absolutely!
 Imagine that someone approaches you and asks a question. 
You might even be asking yourself this same question at times. 
“Does HASHEM exist? Is He really there?”
 Now let us say that your are told, from heaven from a 
reliable source, and you really need an imagination for this, that 
HASHEM has blue eyes, and the blue you see in the sky on a 
cloudless day is the blue of HASHEM’s eye and He is observing you 
and everybody else from that close. It’s clear as day!
 The sun sets and the sky becomes pitch dark. It prompts 
you ask again, “Now, where is HASHEM?”
 You are told again from a heavenly source that the black 
sky is the pupil of HASHEM’s eye and now you understand that 
when things are dark, HASHEM is that much closer. Now, that also 
becomes clear as day, every day and night.    

 �TORAH TOTS: EIKEV
 The second chapter of Shema ends with a blessing of 
longevity:
(If you observe the Mitzvot listed above - Tefillin, Mezuzot and 
learning Torah)... 
“In order that your days and those of your children will be long 
… on the land that Hashem swore to your fathers to give to them.” 
(Eikev, 11:21).
 The Talmud (Brachot 8a) relates that when they told Reb 
Yochanan that there were elderly people in Bavel, he was surprised, 
seeing as from the above posuk (verse) it is clear that longevity 
is restricted to “the land” which refers to Eretz Yisroel (the land 
of Israel), and not the Diaspora. But when they informed him 
that the elders of Bavel would arrive in shul (synagogue) early to 
daven (pray) each morning and stay there late into the evening, he 
understood that it was through their attachment to the shul that 
they merited old age.
 The Kli Yakar points out that the question still remains. 
For when all’s said and done, the Torah writes “on the land” etc., 
(referring to Eretz Yisroel) and the shuls of Bavel were not in Eretz 
Yisroel. And what is the significance of being in shul at early and 
late hours?
 The Kli Yakar answers this question with a Talmud in 
Megilah (29a), which states that every shul is an integral part of 
Eretz Yisroel. The Talmud quotes Reb Eliezer, who says that the 
shuls in Bavel will one day be relocated to Eretz Yisroel. In that case, 
concludes the Kli Yakar, it is correct to refer to them as part of Eretz 
Yisroel, and a Jew who davens in shul is actually standing in the 
Holy Land. Those people who lived in the shul, so to speak, and who 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Irwin & June Harris in memory of Irwin’s father, Tzvi Hersh ben Shlomo, whose Yahrtzeit will be in four 
day, 27 Av. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul in honor of our SEED boys. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are 

interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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grow old, are people who are growing old in Eretz Yisroel.
 One of the miracles that will occur during the final 
redemption is that all shuls and batei midrash (houses of study) 
will be flown to Eretz Yisroel.
 The Chofetz Chaim (Rabbi Yisroel Meir HaKohain Kagan 
of Radin; 1838-1933) took this literally, as recounted by a Jew who 
lived in a small town where the shul had no floor, just a wooden 
frame built directly on the ground. Distraught by this lack of 
respect, the Chofetz Chaim came to the town, gathered the people 
and gave the following drasha (speech).
 “Chazal (our Sages) tell us that all the shuls of the Diaspora 
will be brought to Eretz Yisroel when Moshiach comes. What for? 
Do you think just the empty building will be taken? Of course not. 
All the people that daven in that shul will be assembled there, and 
the building with all its congregants will be lifted up and carried to 
Eretz Yisroel. But if there is no floor, the building will go, while its 
congregants will be left behind!”
 Needless to say, the effect was electrifying, and the people 
fixed up the shul with lightning speed.
 Thus, the Kli Yakar concludes, whoever rises early to go to 
shul and stays in shul late gives more honor to the house of Hashem. 
Therefore Hashem “prolongs his days ... on the land” because it is as 
if he spends the best part of his days in Eretz Yisroel.

 � PARSHA Q&A: EIKEV
1. What must the Jewish People do to ensure that Hashem will 

fulfill His promise to do good for us? 7:12 - Guard even the “light” 
commandments.

2. What were the: (a) wonders (b) strong hand (c) outstretched arm that 
the Jewish People saw in Egypt? 7:19 - The: (a) Plagues; (b) Pestilence; 
(c) Slaying of the firstborn.

3. When a group performs a mitzvah, whose name is attached to the 
mitzvah? 8:1 - The person who finishes it.

4. How did the Jewish People do their laundry in the midbar? 8:4 - The 
ananei kavod (clouds of glory) cleaned and bleached their clothes.

5. How did the Jewish People obtain clothing for their growing children 
in the midbar? 8:4 - As their children grew, their clothing grew with 
them.

6. How many days did Moshe spend on Mt. Sinai altogether? 9:18 - 120 
days.

7. On what day did Moshe come down from Mt. Sinai having received 
complete forgiveness for the Jewish People? 9:18 - The tenth of Tishrei, 
Yom Kippur.

8. How was Aharon punished for his role in the golden calf? 9:20 - His 
two sons died.

9. Who made the ark in which Moshe placed the second set of tablets? 
What special function did it later serve? 10:1 - Moshe. This ark would 
accompany the Jewish People into battle.

10. Which sin of the Jewish People was prompted by the death of Aharon? 
10:6-7 - When Aharon died the ananei kavod departed, causing many 
Jews to fear war with the King of Arad and to retreat toward Egypt.

11. Why were the levi’im chosen by Hashem? 10:8 - Because they did not 
participate in the sin of the golden calf.

12. Why do the levi’im have no portion in the land? 10:9 - Since they 
served in the Temple, thus they were not free to work the land.

13. All aspects of man’s life are in Hashem’s “hands” except one. What is 
this? 10:12 - Fear of Heaven, which is dependent upon the person.

14. What is the “added benefit” of observing the mitzvot? 10:13 - There 
is reward.

15. What is meant by circumcising one’s heart? 10:16 - To remove those 

things that block the words of Torah from entering.
16. What are the sources of water for the fields of Egypt and Eretz Yisrael? 

11:10 - Egypt is irrigated by manually carrying water up from the Nile. 
Eretz Yisrael is supplied by rainwater requiring no work on the part 
of its inhabitants.

17. What path does the Torah prescribe for gaining new knowledge? 
11:13 - By repeatedly reviewing what one knows, one more easily 
acquires new knowledge.

18. Which activity is “serving Hashem with the heart”? 11:13 - Prayer.
19. When the Jewish People sin, why are they considered worse than the 

generation of the flood? 11:17 - Because the generation of the flood 
had no one from whom to learn.

20. How does one “cleave to Hashem”? 11:22 - Attaching oneself to Torah 
scholars.

 �MESSAGE OF MANNA: RABBI YOSEIF HERSHMAN
 Part of Moshe’s will and testament includes a description of how 
G-d provided for the people’s needs for forty years in the desert. On the eve 
of their entry into the Land of Israel, Moshe wants to make sense of some 
of their experiences in the wilderness, and to explain how these formative 
experiences are to guide them in the future. Much is about to change. From 
the miraculous midbar-life, where the clouds of glory not only protected 
them from the elements, but also, according to Midrash, laundered and 
ironed their clothing; where an endless supply of water accompanied them 
through their travels, and where manna fell from the heavens to their 
doorsteps, they were to enter a land that would require plowing, planting, 
sowing, and reaping. Not only would they have to fight natural wars to 
conquer the land, but they would have to work the land to earn their daily 
bread. Moshe now recounts the experience of the manna with its take-
home message to accompany them for the rest of Jewish history.
 He fed you with the manna which you did not know… in order 
to teach you that not on bread alone can man live; rather, man can live on 
anything that comes from the mouth of G-d. (Devarim 8:3)
 Lechem, bread, shares a root with milchama, war. Lechem is the 
food that man wrests from nature, in competition with his fellow men. 
Bread is the result of nature combined with the intelligence man uses to 
master the world. Bread — both in its literal sense, and also in its figurative 
sense of livelihood — is seemingly the product of human intelligence and 
social cooperation. But creative human power alone cannot produce bread 
nor livelihood. Rather, the prime factor in man’s sustenance, all too often 
overlooked, is G-d’s providence.
 One forgets this at his own peril. The need to provide for 
ourselves and our families is so legitimate and pressing that were we to 
believe that it can be met only by our efforts, other considerations would 
easily fall away. We could easily persuade ourselves that any gain wrested 
from nature or from fellow men will assure our sustenance, and the means 
by which we gained our bread would be irrelevant.
 But even if the need for sustenance would not so trample our 
moral sense, the delusion that our fortune is in our own hands would lead 
to another undesirable result: our thoughts and efforts would undoubtedly 
be directed beyond our current needs, even beyond our future needs. We 
would easily become preoccupied with providing for the future of our 
children and grandchildren. As a result, the concern for breadwinning 
would become an endless race, leaving us neither time nor energy for 
purely spiritual and moral concerns.
 This is why in the wilderness we were nourished with a bread 
that lacked the stamp of human achievement. G-d fed us with the manna, 
day after day, delivered to our humble dwellings, in a way that clearly 
demonstrated His personal care for every soul. This was preparatory 
training for life: Human existence does not depend on bread alone — on 
the natural and human resources represented by bread. Rather, man can, 
and does live on anything ordained by G-d.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, August 3rd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:06P (Earliest 

6:58P, Preferably by 7:25P)
Shabbos Day, August 4th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur with Rabbi Yaakov Rich for men & women–5:55P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–6:55P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rich home–

Canceled
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–7:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:13P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:05P
�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos two hrs mins before 

mincha)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men–(Shabbos one hr before 

mincha)

Good Shabbos


