
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

September 14 – September 15, 2018  6 Tishrei, 5779  Shabbos Vayeilech, Shuva
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 7:16P  Shabbos Ends 8:23P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, September 14th
 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:16P

Shabbos Day, September 15th
 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Shabbos Shuva Drasha for men and women in shul–6:00P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–7:00P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:23P
�YOM KIPPUR SCHEDULE
Erev Yom Kippur, Tuesday, September 18th
 » Selichos/Shacharis: 6:15 AM
 » Erev Yom Kippur Mincha: 3:30 PM
 » Yom Kippur Meal (Seudas Hamafsekes (last food eaten before the onset of the fast)
 » Candlelighting: 7:11 PM
 » Kol Nidrei: 7:10 PM
 » Fast Begins: 7:29 PM

Yom Kippur, Wednesday, September 19th
 » Shacharis: 8:00 AM
 » Speech/Yizkor: Approx. 11:00 AM
 » Mincha: 5:00 PM
 » Neilah: 6:30 PM
 » Yom Kippur/Fast Ends: 8:17 PM

 Yom Kippur is the Jewish holiday of the Day of Atonement. It falls on the 
tenth day of the Hebrew month of Tishrei, the seventh of the Religious Calendar. 
(Leviticus 23:27-28) The Torah calls the day Yom HaKippurim. It is one of the 
Yamim Noraim. The day is observed with a 25-hour fast and intensive prayer.
 Kapparos It is customary to perform the rite of Kapparos on the day 
preceding Yom Kippur (see ArtScroll machzor, page 2). Preferably, kapparos should 
be done in the early pre-dawn hours of the day before Yom Kippur. (If it is not 
possible to do so then, the rite may be performed earlier).
 The custom of kapparos is an ancient one, and was established as a 
reminder of the goat that the High Priest recited confession over on behalf of the 
Jewish People. That goat was sent to Azazel. However, in order to ensure that the 
practice does not resemble a sacrifice in any way (since sacrifices are forbidden outside 
of the Holy Temple), a chicken is used since chickens were not offered on the altar.
 We ask G-d that if we were destined to be the recipients of harsh decrees 
in the new year, may they be transferred to this chicken in the merit of this charity. 
The rite consists of taking a chicken — a male takes a rooster and a female takes a 
hen — and waving it over one’s head three times while the appropriate text (found 
in the Siddur or Machzor) is recited. The fowl is then slaughtered in accordance with 
Halachic procedure. The monetary worth of the kapparot is given to the poor, or as 
is more popular today, the chicken itself is donated to a charitable cause.
 If a chicken is unavailable, one may substitute other fowl or animals; 
many people use a Kosher live fish. Some give the actual fowl to the poor. Others 
perform the entire rite with money, reciting the prescribed verses and giving the 
money to charity. There is no prescribed dollar amount; the donation should be 
according to one’s financial abilities.
 Though the word kapparos means atonement one should not think 
that kapparos itself serves as a source of atonement. Rather, we ask G-d that if we 
were destined to be the recipients of harsh decrees in the new year, may they be 
transferred to this chicken in the merit of this charity.
 [Even children, who are devoid of sin, do kapparos, since they, too, are 
sometimes the recipients of harsh heavenly decrees.]
 Mikvah All men are required to immerse in the Mikvah on Erev Yom Kippur.
 Festive Meal (Seudas HaMafsekes) Jewish law requires one to eat a large 
and festive meal before Yom Kippur starts after the mincha prayer. Virtually all 
Jewish holidays involve a ritual feast; in the case of Yom Kippur, since one cannot eat 
a festive meal on the day itself one therefore eats the festive meal on the afternoon 
prior to the fast. Traditional foods consumed during that meal include kreplach. 
Many others also have a custom to eat another meal before that, consuming fish.
 Blessing the Children It is customary to bless one’s children after the 
meal, immediately before the fast (see ArtScroll machzor, page 32). There is no 
required formula for this blessing, but it is customary to say: The Lord spoke to 
Moses saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying: This is how you shall bless the 
children of Israel, saying to them: May the Lord bless you and watch over you. May 
the Lord cause His countenance to shine to you and favor you. May the Lord raise 
His countenance toward you and grant you peace. They shall bestow My Name upon 
the children of Israel, and I will bless them.
 [For a son:] May G-d make you like Ephraim and Menashe.
 [For a daughter:] May G-d make you like Sorah, Rivka, Rochel, and Leah.
 Candlelighting We usher in this holy day with added light (see ArtScroll 
machzor, page 34). Just before sunset on the eve of Yom Kippur people who have 
experienced the loss of a parent light yahrtzeit candles; everyone lights a Ner HaBari 

(Candle for the healthy) and a Ner Sh’Shavus (Candle whose flame was not used 
over Yom Kippur which we will use to light our havdallah candle at the conclusion 
of Yom Kippur); and women light Yom Tov candles. The following blessings are then 
recited this year.
 Baruch atta Ado-noy Elo-hai-nu Melech ha’olam asher kid-e-sha-nu 
b’mitz-vo-tav v’tzi-vanu li-had-lik ner shel Yom Ha-kee-purim. [Blessed are you, 
Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His commandments, 
and commanded us to kindle the light of the Day of Atonement.]
 The Shehecheyanu blessing is then recited. The woman who recites 
the Shehecheyanu blessing while lighting the candles, omits this blessing from 
the conclusion of the Kol Nidrei prayer. The men recite this blessing in lieu of the 
Shehecheyanu normally recited during the holiday kiddush.
 General Observances 
 Yom Kippur, also known as the Day of Atonement, is the Jewish day of 
repentance. It is considered to be one of the holiest and most solemn days of the year. 
Its central theme is atonement from sins against both God and one’s fellow man. 
Five prohibitions are traditionally observed, as detailed in the Jewish oral tradition 
(Mishnah tractate Yoma 8:1):
• Eating and drinking
• Wearing leather shoes
• Bathing/washing
• Anointing oneself with oil
• Marital relations
 Prayer services Men don a tallis (four-cornered prayer garment) for 
evening prayers, the only evening service of the year in which this is done. Married 
men also wear a kittel, or white shroud-like garment, for every service on Yom 
Kippur, as well, which symbolizes inner purity. Prayer services begin with the prayer 
known as Kol Nidre, which must be recited before sunset, and follows with the 
evening prayers (ma’ariv), which include an extended Selichot service.
 The morning prayer service is preceded by petitions of forgiveness called 
selichot; on Yom Kippur, many selichot are woven into the liturgy. The morning 
prayers are followed by an added prayer (musaf) as on all other holidays, followed 
by mincha (the afternoon prayer) and the added ne’ilah prayer specifically for Yom 
Kippur. Yom Kippur comes to an end with a recitation of Shema Yisrael and the 
blowing of the shofar, which marks the conclusion of the fast.
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A
 » Weekday Selichos/Shacharis–6:15A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:10P

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 � WHAT’S NU
 » Thank you to Ehoud and Shoshana Wilson. Ehoud worked tirelessly to pre-

pare a magnificent luncheon at last week’s Shabbaton with the Nathans. Shoshana 
sewed a beautiful gold fringe on our non-Yomim Noraim mantels. IY”H she 
hopes to have the white ones done by Y”K. Thank you very much to the Wilsons 
for your incredible work.

 » Yirmiyahu Rich will be making a Beis Medrash for boys grades 8-12, every 
weekday, 8-9:30 AM at CTC. Program will run beginning Friday after Y”K until 
Rosh Chodesh. Breakfast will be served at approx 7:30 AM following Shacha-
ris. Cash incentives for attendance, with a bonus for perfect attendance. We need 
$1000 total to make this work, including breakfast each day, $10/day/boy cash 
incentive plus bonus at end for perfect attendance, plus a BBQ dinner for partici-
pants. We are looking for 10 people to donate $100 each to make this happen. If 
you can contribute $100 please reply.  May you merit a portion of all the Torah to 
be learned in this amazing Beis Medrash program. Thank you very much for your 
generous participation.

 � CALL TO ARMS: YOM KIPPUR! RABBI MORDECHAI KAMENETZKY
 Yom Kippur, the ultimate day of repentance, has the Jewish nation 
simultaneously praying, fasting and asking for forgiveness. It begins with the somber, 
quiet, and melodious intonation of Kol Nidrei and ends with the entire congregation 
shouting Hashem hu HaElokim (G-d is the Al-Mighty) seven times after various 
requests of forgiveness. It seems that at the time when our strength is waning our 
greatest and loudest pleas are spent. Shouldn’t we begin the day with the strong 
requests for forgiveness and save the subdued prayers for when our bodies are weak 
from hunger and our lips parched from lack of water?
 Rav Eichenstein, the Ziditchover Rebbe, tells the following story:

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please see below for individual 
speech sponsorships. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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 One Friday, a man entered the study of the Tchortkover Rebbe with a 
request that was very common in those days.
 “My son was drafted into the army,” the man began. “However, we have a 
way out. On Sunday, we are going to a doctor who will falsely declare him unfit for 
service. This way he will be spared certain misery, perhaps even death in that terrible 
army. Rebbe,” he asked, “I need your blessing that he evade the draft.”
 The Rebbe quietly told him that Shabbos was nearing and he could not 
concentrate on blessings. The man should return to him on Friday evening after his 
tisch (ceremonious chasidic table).
 The man did so. After most of the chasidim had left, the man repeated his 
request, almost verbatim. Again the Rebbe was non-committal. “Return to me after 
the morning service.”
 Unperturbed, the man noted that he would really like to resolve this 
matter before Sunday morning.
 Shabbos morning, after services, the man approached the Rebbe again. 
Calmly he repeated the predicament. “Sunday morning I am going to a doctor who 
will falsely declare my son unfit for military service. Please pray that we will evade 
conscription.” The Rebbe was not moved. Again, he deferred until the afternoon.
 At the third Shabbos meal, the scene repeated again, precisely the way it had 
the previous three times. “I understand that you are leaving Sunday morning. Come back 
to me late Saturday night,” said the Rebbe. “By then I will have an answer for you.”
 By this time, his Chasidim’s curiosity was piqued. They had never seen 
their Rebbe so reluctant to mete a blessing, especially when it was one that would 
save a Jewish soul from the frightful Polish army.
 Saturday night a large crowd gathered as the man approached with his 
request. Frustrated and disgruntled, the man, once again, repeated his story, almost 
verbatim, for the fifth time.
 Immediately, the Rebbe sprung from his chair and began to shout. “What 
are you asking me? Why would one even try to evade the service of our wonderful 
country? How dare you ask me for a blessing of that sort? Your son would make a 
fine soldier for our country. I wish him the best of luck in the army!”
 The man quickly scurried from the room and left town. The Chasidim 
stood shocked and bewildered. Never had they heard such an uncharacteristic 
outcry from the Rebbe.
 “I will explain,” said the Rebbe. “The man was a fraud. He had no son, 
and if he did, he wanted him in the army. He was sent by the government to test our 
loyalty. Thank G-d we passed the test.”
 “But, Rebbe!” cried the chasidim, “how did you know?”
 “Simple,” explained the Rebbe. “I watched the level of intensity. From 
the moment he met me until tonight there was no increase in intensity nor feeling 
of desperation with each request. The moment I heard his request tonight and it 
contained no more passion or desperation than his first request on Friday night, I 
knew he was a fraud.”
 We stand a whole entire day in prayer, and end with a ne’ilah prayer, after 
nearly 24 hours of pleading. The litmus test of our sincerity comes as the heavenly gates 
are being closed. As the sun begins to set, our pleas should intensify. That crescendo 
assures our sincerity. It also should assure us a Happy & Healthy Sweet New Year.

 � TORAH TOTS: VAYEILECH
 Moses commanded them, saying, “At the end of seven years, at the time of the 
Sabbatical year, during the Sukkot festival,
 When all Israel comes to appear before Hashem, your G-d, in the place that He will 
choose, you shall read this Torah before all Israel, in their ears, 
 Gather together the people - the men, the women, and the small children, and 
your stranger who is in your cities -’so that they will hear and so that they will learn, and they 
shall fear Hashem, your G-d, and be careful to perform all the words of this Torah. (Devarim, 
Deuteronomy 31: 10-12)
 Moshe introduces one of the last commandments in the Torah, the Mitzvah of 
Hakheil, (literally - gathering) - the gathering of the entire Jewish people.
 In Vayikra, Leviticus (25:1-7), we read about how Eretz Yisroel is governed by a 
seven-year agricultural cycle. During the seventh year, the Shmita (Sabbatical) year, no work 
may be done in the fields. The time that would otherwise be devoted to material concerns, are 
dedicated to Torah study and spiritual development.
 At the conclusion of this period, the entire Jewish people assembled in Yerushalayim, 
(Jerusalem), “the place which Hashem chose,” during the Sukkot Yom Tov (holiday). On the first day 
of Chol Hamoed (the Intermediate Days of the Yom Tov), the Kohanim (priests) urged the people to 
gather in the Bait Hamikdash (Holy Temple).
 Tosefta Sotah (7:8) relates how Hakheil was announced by trumpet blasts:
 “On that day, the Kohanim stood at all the closed and open places [of Yerushalayim] 
with golden shofars in their hands. They sounded the shofars repeatedly.”
 A high wooden platform was constructed in the Ezrat Nashim (Women’s Courtyard 
- the outer courtyard of the Bait Hamikdash) upon which the king read selected inspirational 
portions of Devarim, (Deuteronomy)* to the people. At the conclusion of the reading, he recited 

seven blessings**, praising Hashem for causing His presence to dwell in Eretz Yisroel.
 [*The king read from the beginning of Devarim to the end of the first paragraph of 
the Sh’ma (6:9), the second paragraph of the Sh’ma (11:13-21), and 14:22 to 28:69. (Talmud Sotah 
41a). These passages are all on the general subject of allegiance to Hashem, the covenant, and 
reward and punishment. As you can imagine, this was a deeply moving event for Klal Yisroel.]
 [**The seven blessings are:
 1) R’tzay / Accept favorably... 2) Modim Anachnu /We bow... 3)Ata B’Chartanu / You 
chose us from all the nations... 4) A blessing for the continued existence of the Bait Hamikdash, 
ending Hashochain B’Tzion /He who dwells in Tzion 5) A blessing for the continuation of the 
kingship 6) A blessing that Hashem accept the service of the Kohanim favorably 7) The king’s 
own tefilla, ending Boruch Shomaya Tefilla / Blessed be He who listens to prayers.]
 During Shmita, the Sabbatical year, Bnei Yisroel had dedicated the major portion of 
their energies to Torah study. Then, from Rosh Hashana to Sukkot, they were preoccupied with the 
festive season and the service associated with it. After the Sukkot holiday, they returned to their 
homes and their worldly pursuits. The Hakheil gathering served as a climax for these efforts, and 
provided inspiration for the following years.
 At the Hakheil gathering, the Kohanim brought the Torah scroll to the Kohain 
Gadol (High Priest), who presented it to the king as he stood. The participation of these two 
individuals conveyed an important lesson. There are three crowns: the crown of royalty, the 
crown of Kehuna (priesthood), and the crown of Torah. In the Hakheil experience, both the 
Kohain Gadol and the king demonstrate that the Torah is supreme, above the other crowns.
 Talmud Chagigah (3a) relates: “The Men” - Why did they come? “To learn.” “The 
Women” - Why did they come? “To hear.” “The Children” - Why did they come? “To give reward 
to those who brought them.”
 Intellectually, the people responded to the Hakheil experience in different ways, as 
indicated by this Talmudic passage. However, regardless of these differences, the gathering left 
a powerful emotional impact on all the participants. In Hilchot Chagigah (3:7), the Rambam 
writes:
 “[This experience] was ordained by the Torah to strengthen true faith. Each 
individual felt as if he was just commanded to observe it by Hashem [Himself].”
 The Torah specifically obligates women to take part in this Mitzvah: Although 
women are generally exempt from performing Mitzvot associated with a specific time, an 
exception was made in this instance. The inspiring effect of Hakheil was necessary for women, 
too.
 The commentaries note the importance of the children’s participation.
 Tosafot (Chagigah ibid) comments that the mitzva of Hakheil is the Biblical source 
for our bringing even young children to the Synagogue. (provided that they are not soiled and 
do not disturb the service).
 Minchah Gedolah relates that children told each other:
 “I remember when my father took me to Yerushalayim. We joined the huge crowd 
in the Bait Hamikdash and the king read the Torah to us.”
 Such an experience certainly motivated children to “learn to be in awe of Hashem.”
 At what age did the children participate in Hakheil? Ramban notes that infants 
were not required to participate. A child was not obligated to attend until he could understand 
and learn from the experience.
 The Maharsha does not accept this view. He maintains that if it was physically 
possible for a child to participate, he was required to attend. Even if no cognitive impression 
would remain, the experience would subconsciously shape his character and spur him to greater 
Torah practice.
 Both perspectives are relevant in educating our children, though one has generally 
prevailed. On one hand, Sefer Chasidim sternly warns against bringing children to the synagogue 
lest they disturb the worship of the adults. Nevertheless, it has always been customary to bring 
children to synagogue as soon as they are capable of maintaining decorum. The impressions 
created by these early experiences play a major role in the development of the child’s Jewish 
commitment.
 The Talmud relates that the mother of one of the Mishnaic Sages (Rabbi Yehoshua) 
used to bring his cradle to the study hall, so that he could absorb the sounds of Torah study 
from infancy. In modern times, it has become acknowledged that the time to inculcate values in 
children is from their earliest youth, and especially by the example of parents and others who 
sincerely strive for the ideals they preach. Thus, for bringing their children to Hakheil, parents 
deserved to be rewarded, for they demonstrated that the Torah is precious to them.
 The Nesivot in his sefer on Chumash, Nachalat Yaakov, is puzzled by the Talmud 
Chagigah’s unusual answer - that the reason for bringing small children to the Bait Hamikdash 
for Hakheil is “To give reward to those who brought them.”
 He asks: If all the adults must be in the Bait Hamikdash for the mitzva of Hakheil, 
where will all the children be? Should you leave them at home alone and unsupervised’? Hakheil 
is not like the yearly Purim reading of Megillat Esther, where the mother and father can go to 
shul in two shifts so there is always someone to watch the children. There is only one reading of 
Hakheil, and everyone has to be there. So you have to bring the children anyway. Why is there 
such a great reward for doing something that we have to do anyway?
 The Nesivot answers that the Talmud is telling us that when there is something you have 
to do anyway in order to fulfill a mitzva, that deed itself is a mitzva. Though bringing the children is 
necessary, Hashem is telling us that if we need to do it anyway, then it becomes an essential part of our 
own Avodat Hashem, and the Torah tells us that we will be rewarded for doing it.
 Similarly, says the Anaf Yosaif, the Talmud cited above shows Hashem’s love for the 
Jewish people. Hashem converted the necessity into a “mitzva”; that is, if parents brought the 
children l’shaim shamayim - because He so commanded, they would gain extra reward.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, September 7th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:26P

 » Friday night in shul just before Maariv: Growing from the 
Parsha: Speech Sponsored by Pinchas & Tricia Sutkin in honor of all 

our wonderful bachurim learning in yeshivos
Shabbos Day, September 8th
 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » After Kiddush in the morning: Shabbos in the White House: Speech Spon-

sored by Moshe & Ariella Bush
 » COMMUNITY LUNCHEON served family style, FREE, for all who attend the 

after Kiddush Speech. Please email Rabbi Yaakov Rich if planning on attending. 
Seating is limited. Luncheon Sponsored by Moshe & Ariella Bush in honor of 
celebrating their Second Wedding Anniversary

 » One hour before Mincha–6:10P: The Economics of Judaism: Speech Spon-
sored by Rebekkah Bodoff

 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rothstein home – 7:15-8:30P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–7:10P: Being Honest with Ourselves: 

Speech Sponsored by Rabbi Reuven & Selina Wortrich
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:32P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A
 » Weekday Selichos/Shacharis–6:15A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:30P
�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos two hrs mins before mincha)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” Chaburah–

(Shabbos one hr before mincha)

Good Shabbos


