
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

September 21 – September 22, 2018  13 Tishrei, 5779  Shabbos Ha’azinu
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 7:07P  Shabbos Ends 8:14P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, September 21st

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:07P

Shabbos Day, September 22nd

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur with Rabbi Yaakov Rich for men & women–

5:55P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–6:25P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–6:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:14P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A
 » Weekday Selichos/Shacharis–6:15A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:05P

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Yirmiyahu Rich is be making a Beis Medrash for boys 

grades 8-12, every weekday, 8-9:30 AM at CTC. Program will 
run beginning Friday after Y”K until Rosh Chodesh. Breakfast 
will be served at approx 7:30 AM following Shacharis. Cash in-
centives for attendance, with a bonus for perfect attendance.  
Sponsors to Date: 
• Yitzchok Elchonon and Racheli Rich $100
• Ben and Lauren Nise $100
• Anonymous $200
• Charles and Sharon Michaels $100
• Larry Rich and Wendy Lavine $100
• Alex and Amanda Machado $100
• Josh and Lisa Rothstein $100
• Anonymous $100
• Rabbi and Mrs. A.Z. Kosowsky $100
• Yerachmiel and Shira Martin $90
• BJ and Brocha Adrezin $100
• King Professional Engineering $100

 �WE WILL SHINE TOO:  RABBI MORDECHAI KAMENETZKY
 This week, Moshe composes the song of Ha’azinu. It 
is a hauntingly prophetic piece replete with predictions and 
admonitions. It extols the virtues of Israel and forewarns them of 
a perilous future, if they disobey the Torah. He finishes the song, 
standing side by side with his disciple Yehoshua, as he prepares 
to transfer the mantle of leadership. Deuteronomy 32:34: “Moshe 
came and spoke all the words of this song in the ears of the people, 
he and Hoshea the son of Nun.”
 Moshe equates his own stature with that of his student in 
order to show the world his high regard for the future leader to 
whom he had entrusted his people. Yet there is something strange. 
Yehoshua is not referred to by the regal name that Moshe had long 
since given him; rather he is called Hoshea. Before the hazardous 
mission of the spies forty years prior, Moshe added the Hebrew 

letter yud to Hoshea’s name. The yud represented the name of 
Hashem and served to protect Hoshea from the malicious intent of 
the slanderous spies. From that day on, Hoshea is always referred to 
as Yehoshua.
 Why then at the height of Yehoshua’s career, on the day 
he is to take over the reign of power, does the Torah refer to him as 
Hoshea? Is the Torah surreptitiously diminishing his stature? Isn’t 
that exactly what the Torah would like to avoid?
 On April 12, 1945, Vice-President Harry S. Truman was 
summoned to the White House. He was shown to the sitting room 
of the First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt. Gently, she told him that 
President Roosevelt was dead.
 After a few moments of stunned silence, Mr. Truman 
composed himself and asked, “Is there anything I can do for you, 
Mrs. Roosevelt?”
 The First Lady shook her head. “Is there anything we can 
do for you? For you are the one who is in trouble now.”
 Perhaps Yehoshua’s crowning moment was also meant to 
be quite sobering. He was made to realize that the force behind his 
greatness would no longer be with him. The man who had crowned 
him with the glory of G-d’s name was joining the Creator, leaving 
Yehoshua alone and diminished. He was now just, Hoshea.
 It was now up to Yehoshua to remember from whence 
his greatness came. Often we bask in the spotlight of greatness and 
expect to glow when the radiance is turned off.
 Unfortunately, we are not made of phosphorous. The time 
comes when our light must shine from within our own selves. Sure 
enough from that moment on, Hoshea shines as Yehoshua. Given 
the task we will shine too.

 �TORAH TOTS: VAYEILECH
 KI SHAYM HASHEM EKRA….

When I call out the Name of Hashem, ascribe greatness to our G-d.

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 32:3

From this verse, Our Sages derived:

That a blessing is recited before Torah study: (Brachot 21a);
That when three or more people eat together, one calls upon the 
others to join in Zimmun, communal recitation of Grace After 
Meals. (Brachot 45a)
When G-d’s sacred Name was heard in the Bait Hamikdash, those 
assembled there were to respond aloud “Boruch Shaym K’vod 
Malchuto L’olam Va-ed.” “Blessed is the Name of His glorious 
kingdom for all eternity.” (Taanit 16b).
Today, whenever the Chazzan (cantor) in Shul (Synagogue) 
mentions G-d’s name in a Bracha (blessing), and also when we hear 
an individual say a Bracha, we respond with a blessing.

When we hear Hashem’s Name at the beginning of the Bracha, we 
respond “Boruch Hu U’Varuch Sh’mo,” and at the end of the Bracha 
we respond “Amen,” (pronounced Amain).

“Amen” is short for “(K)ayl Melech Ne’eman” (Hashem, Trustworthy 
King). The letters of “Amen, “ “Aleph, Mem, and Nun,” are the first 
letters of each word in this phrase.

What you are really saying when you respond “Amen,” to a Bracha 
is: “It is true, and I believe what is being said.”

KIDDUSH and SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by Rabbi Reuven and Selina Wortrich in honor of all that attend and 
support Rabbi Yaakov Rich and Congregation Toras Chaim. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or 

shalosh seudos in the future.
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It is a great mitzva to answer “Amen” when one hears another 
person’s Bracha. One who answers “Amen” is considered greater 
than the one who said the Bracha. (Brachot 53b).

“There is nothing as precious to Hashem as the answering of “Amen” 
(Devarim Raba).”

The reward for answering “Amen,” “Borchu” and “Amen Y’hei Shmei 
Rabba…” is tremendous. Our Sages teach us that one who answers 
“Amen, Y’hei Shmei Rabba” with all of his might, all his sins are 
forgiven.

However, the punishment for not answering “Amen” is very severe.

This awesome story from the Sefer “Moreshet Avot” reveals how 
severe the punishment for not answering “Amen” to a Bracha can 
be.

“Rav Mordechai Yaffo (known as the “Levush”) once went to study 
by a great Sephardic Scholar named Rabbi Abohav.

One day Rabbi Abohav’s son made a Bracha and everyone answered 
“Amen” except for Rabbi Yaffo. Rabbi Abohav was so angry with 
him that he excommunicated him. 

After 30 days, Rabbi Yaffo asked forgiveness which Rabbi Abohav 
granted.

Rabbi Abohav then told him a story depicting the severe punishment 
for not answering “Amen,” explaining that he excommunicated him 
to save him from a harsher punishment.

“Before the expulsions in Spain of 1492, there were holy Jewish 
communities there. The King attempted to expel them many times, 
but there was this one pious Jew whom the King liked very much 
and he would always save the Jews from expulsion.

After one such edict, the Jews came to the king’s friend begging him 
to intervene on their behalf. He agreed to go to the King, but wished 
to daven Mincha (say his afternoon prayers) first. They persuaded 
him to go immediately, since it was a matter of life or death.

The King was very happy to see him, and they started conversing 
about the decree. Meanwhile, a priest came in and started to bless 
the King with some long Latin blessing. The Jew, who had not yet 
davened Mincha, withdrew to a corner and started to daven, hoping 
that he would finish davening (praying) before the priest would 
conclude his blessing, thus his absence would go unnoticed.

The priest, however, concluded his blessing while the Jew was still 
davening Mincha, and called upon everyone present to answer 
“Amen” on his blessing. Everyone answered “Amen” except the Jew 
who was still davening.

Afterwards, the priest asked the Jew if he answered “Amen” to his 

blessing. When the pious Jew told him that he didn’t answer “Amen,” 
the priest flew into a rage. He started ripping his hair out, screaming 
that now his blessing will not be fulfilled because the Jew didn’t 
answer “Amen.”

When the King heard this, he also became furious and ordered the 
Jew be killed with a cruel death and his body sent home. He then 
expelled all the Jews from his kingdom.

A close friend of the murdered Jew fasted for many days to be 
allowed to know what sin this pious Jew had committed to deserve 
such a cruel death. The murdered Jew appeared to his friend in a 
dream and explained to him that one time, (and only one time), 
he neglected to answer “Amen” to his child’s blessing. Until this 
incident the Heavenly Court didn’t prosecute him. When this 
priest got angry over his lack of saying “Amen,” the Heavenly Court 
prosecuted him and sentenced him to die such a horrible death.”

“Rabbi Abohav concluded; “Heaven will forgive you on the 
condition that you publicize this story, and warn everyone to be 
careful and always answer ‘Amen’.””

If this is the punishment for not answering “Amen,” we can imagine 
how much reward is in store for those who answer “Amen.”

In the Sefer “Mofes Hador,” the biography of Rebbe Yechezkel 
Levenstien, It is said that he once saw a grandchild of Rebbe Yisroel 
Salanter crying.

He asked the boy of five years old, “Why are you crying, sweet one?”

The child said, “Because I want to eat.”

“Why don’t you eat?” Rebbe Yechezkel asked him.

“Because I need first to recite a blessing,” the child answered.

“Do you not know the blessing to be recited over this food?” Rebbe 
Yechezkel asked.

“Yes, I know it,” the child responded, “but there is no one to answer 
“Amen” after my blessing. How can I say it?”
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, September 21st

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–
7:00P

 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:07P
Shabbos Day, September 22nd

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur with Rabbi Yaakov Rich for men & women–

5:55P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–6:25P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–6:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:14P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A
 » Weekday Selichos/Shacharis–6:15A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:05P
� CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos two hrs mins before 

mincha)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos one hr before mincha)

Good Shabbos


