
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

September 7 – September 8, 2018  28 Elul, 5778  Shabbos Nitzavim
Mincha: 7P / Candlelighting: 7:26P  Shabbos Ends 8:32P

Congregation Toras Chaim Presents a Shabbos of Inspiration for Rosh Hashana, with 
Rabbi Deon Nathan, Scholar-In-Residence, including Community Luncheon for all 
in attendance at after Kiddush speech. (All for men & women, except where noted.)

Shabbaton Sponsored by Ben & Lauren Nise.

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, September 7th
 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:26P
 » Friday night in shul just before Maariv: Growing from the Parsha: Speech Spon-

sored by Pinchas & Tricia Sutkin in honor of all our wonderful bachurim learn-
ing in yeshivos

Shabbos Day, September 8th
 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » After Kiddush in the morning: Shabbos in the White House: Speech Sponsored 

by Moshe & Ariella Bush
 » COMMUNITY LUNCHEON served family style, FREE, for all who attend the 

after Kiddush Speech. Please email Rabbi Yaakov Rich if planning on attending. 
Seating is limited. Luncheon Sponsored by Moshe & Ariella Bush in honor of 
celebrating their Second Wedding Anniversary

 » One hour before Mincha–6:10P: The Economics of Judaism: Speech Sponsored 
by Rebekkah Bodoff

 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rothstein home – 7:15-8:30P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–7:10P: Being Honest with Ourselves: 

Speech Sponsored by Rabbi Reuven & Selina Wortrich
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:32P
�ROSH HASHANA SCHEDULE
Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sunday, September 9
 » Selichos/Shacharis/Annulment of Vows: 8:00 AM
 » Candlelighting: 7:23 PM
 » Mincha/Shiur: 7:25 PM
 » Maariv: 8:25 PM
 » Rosh Hashana Kiddush

First Day Rosh Hashanah, Monday, September 10
 » Shacharis: 8:00 AM
 » Speech/Shofar: Not before 10:15 AM
 » Conclusion of Mussaf: 1:15 PM
 » Mincha: 6:40 PM
 » Tashlich followed by class: 7:10 PM (As a congregation men, women and children 

will depart from the shul at 7:10 PM to the bridge overlooking the creek on the 
Preston Ridge Trail.)

 » Candlelighting (From a pre-existing flame): Not before 8:30 PM
 » Maariv: 8:30 PM
 » Rosh Hashana Kiddush

Second Day Rosh Hashanah, Tuesday, September 11
 » Shacharis: 8:00 AM
 » Speech/Shofar: Not before 10:15 AM
 » Conclusion of Mussaf: 1:15 PM
 » Mincha: 7:10 PM
 » Maariv/Rosh Hashana Ends: 8:30 PM

Tzom Gedalya (Fast Of Gedalya), Wednesday, September 12
 » Fast Begins: 5:56 AM
 » Selichos/Shacharis: 6:15 AM
 » Mincha/Maariv: 7:05 PM
 » End of Fast: 8:14 PM
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A
 » Weekday Selichos/Shacharis–6:15A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:20P

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 � WHAT’S NU
Congregation Toras Chaim is proud to offer the best quality Arba Minim (Lulav & 
Esrog Sets) at very cheap prices. All qualities listed in the PDF Order Form are 100% 
kosher for use for all ages, including the Chinuch/Basic set.

Questions? Call Rabbi Yaakov Rich at (972) 835-6016 or email yrich@toraschaimdallas.
org. Please attach check to the PDF form. Unfortunately orders cannot be accepted 
without full payment. Please make checks payable to Congregation Toras Chaim. 
Prices: Chinuch/Basic $50; Standard $65; Premium $85; Deluxe $100; Special Deluxe 
$110; Upgrades: Deri Lulav $20; Extra Haddasim $10; Extra Aravos $10

 � HOLY SMOKES! RABBI MORDECHAI KAMENETZKY
 Every Holiday has its particular observances. Most of them are clear and 
finite mitzvos and rituals. On Pesach we abstain from eating chametz. We make a Seder, 
drink the four cups of wine and eat matzoh. On Sukkos we take the lulav and esrog 
and sit in the Sukkah. But the period of the High Holidays is different. In addition to 
the rituals performed on Rosh Hashanah, the blowing of the shofar and the various 
customs of eating certain fruits, the ensuing days are replete with a variety of nuances, 
that seem to pop up at different hours of the day and affect us some subtly and others 
more overtly at varying times of the day. Morning, noon and night there are activities 
that keep the spirit of the holidays sustained – all the way to Yom Kippur and beyond.
 Walk into the synagogue. It looks different. It is bedecked in white. The 
bima. The ark. The Torahs. The alarm clock rings at least a half hour earlier for slichos 
— additional supplications. And that is not enough. The daily weekday prayers have 
insertions and acts that constantly remind us of the days of awe. Smack in the middle 
of the prayers, even before the shema, we open the Aron to say a verse of Psalms. The 
Shemoneh Esrei itself contains insertions and substitutions that refer to Hashem as 
King as opposed to His usual title G-d; forgetting certain of these changes can render 
the entire recitation of the prayer invalid! And, of course there are insertions in the 
tefilah that remind us about G-d’s power as a Judge and Purveyor of life. The Kadish 
is altered with seemingly subtle amendments that bear the weight of fundamental 
change.
 Our foods are different as well. We abstain from tart and sour substances, 
replacing acidic foods with sweet ones. Those of us who are less stringent with eating 
bread baked by gentiles during the rest of the year are told that they should only eat 
bread baked by Jewish bakers. And though I can understand the reasons for these 
insertions and nuances, I often wondered: What is the objective of these insertions? 
Will they change our attitude toward life. Will they accomplish more than the prayers 
and tears and the shofar blasts of Rosh Hashanah and fasting and praying all day on 
Yom Kippur?
 In the mid 1920s a chasid once approached the Imrei Emes, Rabbi 
Avraham Mordechai Alter of Ger: “Rebbe, I am traveling to Paris on a ten day business 
trip. Would the Rebbe give me a bracha (blessing) that I be successful in my venture?”
 After a warm blessing the Rebbe continued to make his own request. “In 
Paris they sell an exclusive cigar brand that is reputed to be the best in all of Western 
Europe. I would appreciate if you would find that brand and bring me back a box.”
 The chasid was puzzled by the request, but responded enthusiastically.
 “Of course, Rebbe! No problem. I will find out which is the best brand in all 
of France and bring you back two boxes!”
 The men went on his trip and indeed returned two weeks later. He visited 
the Rebbe to thank him for his blessing.
 “Do you have the cigars?” asked the Rebbe.
 The man blushed. “Rebbe, you have to forgive me. When I was in Paris, I 
was so immersed in business that I totally forgot about your request. But do not worry. 
On the way back I made a special stop in Belgium and got you the best Belgium cigar 
available. I was assured that it is of equal quality to the French cigar if not better!”
 The Rebbe shook his head. “My dear chasid, I did not need cigars. The 
reason I asked you to get me the cigars while you were in France is because I wanted 
those cigars to be on your mind. In that manner you would remember during your stay 
there that you have a Rebbe.”
 Of course each one varying nuances may represent an important 
symbolism and each insertion of prayer or change of language may offer a powerful 
supplication, but I believe that there is something more. During these days we must 
keep on inserting tiny wake up calls that shout to us, “Remember the rebbe!”
 Switching words, opening the Aron Kodesh, watching our foods all may 
be minor acts but in the greater view they are reminders that we are living in a very 
spiritual and holy period and the King is waiting for us to remember him.
 We live in a world that is fraught with distraction. We become immersed in 
our mundane world and often forget about the greater spiritual picture. During the ten 
days of penitence it is so important to have subtle roadblocks inserted in the daily rote 
of our mundane lives and even in the middle of our spiritual ones. We have to insert 
an extra booster of spirituality in all that e do. Because during this period we have to 
ensure that even the search for the perfect cigar is indeed the quest for a holy smoke.

 � TORAH TOTS: NITZAVIM
 “Ki ha’mitzvah ha’zot” (For this mitzvah) that I command you today - it is 
not hidden from you and it is not distant. 
12 It is not in heaven, so that you could say, “Who can go up to heaven and bring it for 
us, so that we can hear it and keep it?” 
13 Nor is it across the sea, so that you could say, “Who will cross the sea and take it for 

SHABBATON this Shabbos is sponsored by Ben & Lauren Nise. KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. SHALOSH SEUDOS this 
Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please see below for individual speech sponsorships. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in 

sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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us, so that we can hear it and keep it?” 
14 Rather, the matter is very close to you - in your mouth and in your heart - so that 
you can keep it.
 (Devarim, Deuteronomy 30:11-14)
 What is “ha’mitzvah ha’zot” (this mitzvah)? Which mitzvah exactly is the 
Torah referring to? Various Commentaries differ about the meaning of “ha’mitzvah 
ha’zot.”
 TESHUVAH
 Ramban and others interprets the words “ha’mitzvah ha’zot,” as a reference 
only to the previous paragraph in the Torah, which refers to the specific mitzvah of 
Teshuvah (repentance) and returning to Hashem.
 And the explanation of the verses:
 It is not hidden, or difficult. It is not distant. One should not say, “It is 
months till Yom Kippur. I will wait to repent until then.” Though the sacred nature of 
that day makes our Teshuvah more acceptable, Teshuvah can and must be performed 
throughout the year.
 But rather it is “very close to us.” Within our potential and capacity. Easy for 
each individual to carry out.
 “In our mouths,” so we can confess; “and in our hearts,” so we can show 
regret over the past. Sforno adds: The heart recognizes where one has sinned and the 
mouth confesses it. Both recognition and confession of sin are prime ingredients of 
teshuvah. 
 “So that we can keep it,” - and make a firm resolution for better behavior in the future.
 DOWN TO EARTH
 The Talmud (Baba Metzia 59b) explains, “it is not in heaven” as follows:
 After the Torah was given, it was no longer “in heaven.” Hashem does not 
make Torah decisions in Heaven. Halachic (Torah law) decisions must be decided by 
human authorities following the guidelines given to Moshe at Har (Mt.) Sinai. It is 
Hashem’s will that the Sages apply the laws of the Torah to the best of their human 
understanding. Decisions must reflect the opinion of the majority of a Bait Din (Jewish 
court), who are the final authority in all cases of Torah law.
 The Talmud (ibid) brings this story to prove its point.
 The Sages were debating whether or not a certain type of oven could 
become tamay (impure). The majority of the Sages ruled that it could. Rabbi Eliezer 
ben (son of) Horkenos held that it could not.
 Rabbi Eliezer ben Horkenos, perhaps the most outstanding Sage of the 
generation, cited many proofs in favor of his position, but the Sages, who were the 
majority, would not accept these proofs.
 Rabbi Eliezer ben Horkenos declared: “This carob tree will demonstrate 
that the Halachah (Torah law) follows my opinion.”
 A miracle occurred whereby the carob tree uprooted itself and replanted 
itself 100 cubits away. (some say, four hundred amot).
 The Sages replied: “Halachah is not established on the basis of a carob tree.* 
“ [*Since Rabbi Eliezer was a very righteous man, the tree might have been uprooted at 
his command. This does not prove, though, that his ruling was correct.]
 Rabbi Eliezer ben Horkenos declared: “This stream of water will 
demonstrate that the Halachah follows my opinion.” The stream of water began to flow 
backwards against the current.
 The Sages replied: “Halachah is not established on the basis of a stream.”
 Rabbi Eliezer ben Horkenos declared: “The walls of the Bait Hamidrash 
(House of Study) will demonstrate that the Halachah follows my opinion.”
 The walls of the Bait Hamidrash began to tremble and fall, and the Sages 
feared that any moment they would collapse.
 Rabbi Yehoshua called out to the walls: “Why are you interfering in a 
Halachic debate among Sages?”
 Immediately, out of respect for Rabbi Yehoshua, the walls did not collapse, 
but out of deference to Rabbi Eliezer, they did not return to their original upright 
position either. They remained slanted.
 Rabbi Eliezer ben Horkenos declared: “The heavens will attest that the 
Halachah follows my opinion.”
 A bat kol (heavenly divine voice) proclaimed: “Why do you contest Rabbi 
Eliezer? The halachah always follows Rabbi Eliezer’s teachings.”
 Rabbi Yehoshua rose and declared: “It is written: ‘It is not in heaven.” 
‘ (Devarim ibid). What is meant by; ‘It is not in the heaven’? Rebbi Yirmiah said: It 
means that we don’t listen to a bat kol in matters of Halachah, for the Torah was already 
given to man at Har Sinai.
 Rabbi Yehoshua continued: “We don’t listen to the bat kol because You 
(Hashem) already wrote in the Torah at Har Sinai (Shmot, Exodus 23:2) ‘According 
to the majority (the matter) shall be decided.’* [*R’ Yehoshua understood this to mean 
that Hashem would never interfere with the judicial process through which the law is 

decided. Accordingly he interpreted the Heavenly echo to be merely a test of whether 
the Sages would hold their ground. And the next story proved him correct.]
 Later, one of the Sages, Rabbi Natan met Eliyahu Hanavi (Elijah the 
prophet). He asked him: “What did Hashem say during this argument?”
 Eliyahu replied to him: “He was laughing and saying (with satisfaction), 
‘My sons won me in the discussion.’ “*
[*The Heavenly Voice was meant as a test for the Sages, whether or not they would 
follow the majority opinion, as commanded by the Torah, and they passed the test.]
 LEARNING TORAH
 The Talmud (Eruvin 55a) interprets the words, “…ha’mitzvah ha’zot” as a 
reference to the mitzvah of learning Torah.
 The Torah is on Earth and not “in Heaven.” The Torah is close and accessible 
to every Jew. Our Torah is not some doctrine that is hidden away in the upper recesses 
of heaven, available only to prophets and scholars. On the contrary, our Torah is readily 
available and not hidden. We cannot hide behind our ignorance. We all have equal 
access to the texts of the Torah.
 When is Torah close to us? When we place it “in our mouth,” meaning that 
we are constantly involved in its study, and “in our heart,” as we attempt to refine our 
thoughts, with the intention “to keep it,” to apply it within our daily lives (Eruvin 54a).
 “In your mouth” - Torah study should be “in your mouth,” spoken out loud 
and not read quietly. The Talmud (Ibid 54a) interprets the verse (Mishlei, Proverbs 
4:22): “They (the words of Torah) are life to those who find them” as “They are life to 
those who express them out loud.”
 “Hashem does not come with especially difficult demands to his creations.” 
(Talmud Avodah Zarah 3a) As long as we don’t put a distance between ourselves and the Torah, 
it will always be within our grasp. Torah study does not require total spiritual refinement. Even 
the Torah’s mystical secrets can become accessible to us if we apply ourselves.
 In this context, Tana d’Vai Eliyahu relates that Eliyahu Hanavi once met 
an unlearned fisherman, who protested that he was never taught the fundamentals of 
Torah study and therefore, would not even attempt to learn Torah.
 “Who taught you the fundamental principles of your trade?” Eliyahu asked him.
 “Hashem granted me understanding,” he replied.
 “If Hashem granted you understanding in your trade, don’t you think He 
would help you in Torah study? As it is written: ‘It is not in the heavens.”’
 Perhaps an old story will help us better understand what the Torah is 
telling us when it says.
 “It is not in heaven, so that you could say, ‘Who can go up to heaven and 
bring it for us, so that we can hear it and keep it? ‘”
 It is not in heaven, but even if it were, you would be expected to try and 
scale the heavens to study the Torah. (Talmud Eruvin 55a);
 The tale is told about Reb Chaikel, a poor tailor from Lodz, who had the 
same recurring dreams. Each night his father would appear to him and tell him about 
a secret fortune. All Reb Chaikel had to do was travel to Vienna and go to the royal 
palace. Exactly fifty yards from the palace, his father said, was an old oak tree. Under 
that tree, his father told him, lies a great treasure. All Reb Chaikel had to do was dig 
under the tree, and all his financial problems would be solved.
 At first, Reb Chaikel ignored the dreams, but they recurred night after 
night. And so, he decided to go to Vienna and seek his fortune.
 He camped out near the palace and waited for an opportune time to begin 
digging for the fortune. At midnight on a moonless night, he stealthily crept up to the 
tree and began to dig. His shovel had not even had a chance to strike dirt when he felt 
a rough hand squeeze the back of his neck.
 “Jew!” shouted the palace guard. “What on earth are you doing at midnight, 
fifty yards from the palace gates, shoveling dirt?”
 Reb Chaikel had no choice but to tell the story of his dreams about the 
great fortune that lay beneath the oak tree that he was about to dig up. He even offered 
to split the booty if the guard would let him go.
 “You idiot!” laughed the guard. “Everyone has dreams. In fact, I myself 
dreamed that if I were to go to the city of Lodz in Poland and dig in the basement of 
some Jewish tailor named Chaikel, I, too, would find a fortune! Hah! Now get lost!”
 Legend has it that Reb Chaikel returned to Lodz and, after a little digging 
in the basement of his own home, became a very wealthy man.
 Sometimes we look at the Torah’s values and precepts and regard them as 
being way up in space, beyond our reach. We look at the Torah’s expectations of us as 
impossible tasks that are as difficult to achieve as landing on the moon was. We view 
them as hurdles that are impossible to overcome, as if we were being asked to travel to 
distant lands to perform difficult tasks.
 The Torah assures us twice that what it teaches us is within our reach. Even 
if a Jewish soul is lost in space, coming home to Judaism is always possible. And, we are 
told, the Torah, our manual of instruction, is more accessible than we may think.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, September 7th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:26P

 » Friday night in shul just before Maariv: Growing from the 
Parsha: Speech Sponsored by Pinchas & Tricia Sutkin in honor of all 

our wonderful bachurim learning in yeshivos
Shabbos Day, September 8th
 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » After Kiddush in the morning: Shabbos in the White House: Speech Spon-

sored by Moshe & Ariella Bush
 » COMMUNITY LUNCHEON served family style, FREE, for all who attend the 

after Kiddush Speech. Please email Rabbi Yaakov Rich if planning on attending. 
Seating is limited. Luncheon Sponsored by Moshe & Ariella Bush in honor of 
celebrating their Second Wedding Anniversary

 » One hour before Mincha–6:10P: The Economics of Judaism: Speech Spon-
sored by Rebekkah Bodoff

 » Shalosh Seudos for women & young children at Rothstein home – 7:15-8:30P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–7:10P: Being Honest with Ourselves: 

Speech Sponsored by Rabbi Reuven & Selina Wortrich
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:32P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A
 » Weekday Selichos/Shacharis–6:15A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:30P
�CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos two hrs mins before mincha)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” Chaburah–

(Shabbos one hr before mincha)

Good Shabbos


