
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

October 26 – 27, 2018  18 Cheshvan, 5779  Shabbos Vayeira
Mincha: 6:25P / Candlelighting: 6:24P  Shabbos Ends 7:31P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, October 26th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–6:25P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:24P

Shabbos Day, October 27th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur with Rabbi Yaakov Rich for men & women–

5:20P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–5:50P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men & women in shul with Siyum/

Speech from Menachem Bar-Shalom, U.S. Development Director 
for ZAKA–6:10P

 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:31P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15P

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Leah Bracha bas Yosefa Eshka (Daughter or Irwin & June Harris)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Schedule Updates: Beginning with end of DST the shul will be 

davening mincha at 1:00 PM. There are enough people interested 
and available at that time to make it work. Currently, Maariv is 
8:15 PM and will remain this time for the duration of the winter. 
The Gemara shiur (currently Nazir) follows immediately after 
Maariv at 8:30 PM.

 » Welcome to Menachem Bar-Shalom, U.S. Development Direc-
tor for ZAKA. ZAKA is Israel’s primary rescue and recovery vol-
unteer organization, with thousands of volunteers  on call 24/7 to 
respond to any terror attack, accident or disaster. ZAKA volun-
teers also work in specialist search and rescue units on land and 
sea and the UN-recognized ZAKA International Rescue Unit op-
erates at mass casualty incidents around the world. The seeds of 
the ZAKA organization were sown in 1989, when then-yeshiva 
student Yehuda Meshi-Zahav and his colleagues rushed to assist 
at the scene of the 405 bus terror attack in which 17 people were 
killed and scores injured. For the next six years, Meshi-Zahav 
headed a group of volunteers who overcame the horror of terror 
attacks to recover human remains and ensure a proper burial in 
accordance with Jewish law.

 �POTENTIAL:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 And the angel of HASHEM called to him from heaven, and 
he said, “Avraham! Avraham!” and he said, “Here I am!” (Breishis 
22:11) “Avraham! Avraham!”- The repetition of the name expresses 
dearness! (Rashi)
 How is the doubling of Avraham’s name an expression 
of endearment? Simple! That’s the way people express themselves 
for some reason when for example a child does something worthy 
of praise. “Dovi! Dovi! That’s terrific!” The question is, “Why do 

we repeat the name?” Is it only for emphasis? Maybe! The Zohar 
says that whenever a name in the Torah is repeated it means that 
the person has actualized their potential. How is that potentially 
helpful here? How does it work?
 Every year I have a ritual based on a hope, a dream that has 
not come true as of yet, but I keep trying. In the early spring I buy 
a packet of sunflower seeds in the shiny packet, for planting not for 
eating. Then I plant them gingerly in the good earth and wait. The 
results are by now predictable. I must have a “black thumb”. A “green 
thumb” means that the things you plant grow nicely. With a “black 
thumb” even your plastic plants die. Well, they start pointing up a 
few inches out of the ground but then they bow their heads and 
fade. There’s always next year!
 I’m waiting for the day- the year- I peer outside the picture 
window into the garden, and there it is, a six foot five inch tall 
sunflower plant, smiling, with a corona of yellow leaves. I’d glance 
at the plant and then at the seed packet with the attractive picture 
of the sunflower plant stapled onto the thin green stick, and shout, 
“Sunflower! Sunflower!” One declaration is about the picture on the 
packet and the other relates to the actual plant. What could have 
become- really became. The seed realized its potential before my 
very eyes!
 The Arizal said that what knocks a person out of 
this world after 120 or anytime sooner is the picture of what a 
person could have become! They are shown their potential! The 
shock over the differential delivers a fatal blow. My own beloved 
grandmother repeated on her death bed over and over again two 
phrases, “potential, potential, potential!” and, “Diabolical, diabolical, 
diabolical!” She didn’t usually talk like that! It was a puzzle to me 
until I saw this idea from the Arizal.
 More than thirty years ago I received both a stinging 
rebuke and a flattering compliment simultaneously. It was just after 
lunch-time in the Yeshiva and I was to learn with a South African 
buddy who was as much of a beginner at Talmud learning as I. 
Upon entering the study hall he arose from his seat as one should 
do to pay proper homage to a Talmud Scholar. I looked behind 
me to see if perhaps one of the Yeshivas Rebbeim wasn’t trailing 
behind. Immediately I let him know in forceful tones my objection 
to his irreverent behavior, “Zach, you can’t joke around like that!” To 
which he retorted, “Reb Label, I wasn’t standing up for you! I was 
standing up for your potential!” Zap! The good news is, “You have 
potential! The bad news is, you have potential!”
 A follow-up on that story! Just a few years ago now, when 
I was in Israel I went to the Beit Cholim to visit a dear friend and 
student Nachman who was deathly ill. When I entered the nurse 
was helping to prop him up in a chair. It was hard to see him like 
that! I told him, “Nachman, you don’t have to sit up for me!” He 
mumbled with difficulty, “I’m sitting up for your potential!” (He was 
referring to the story above) His wife was shocked. Later she told 
me that he had not spoken for weeks. A month later we heard that 
he passed away! His wife told me that he did not speak again after 
that! The last word was “Potential!”

 �TORAH TOTS: VAYEIRA
 In a riveting twist to a spine chilling Akeida, Hashem was 
perfectly happy with Avrohom’s effort at sacrificing Yitzchok and 
sent a ram along to take Yitzchok’s place. But one must wonder, why 
a ram? Because it’s kosher? So is a cow. So is a turtle-dove.
 Interestingly, the ram is the only sacrificial animal whose 
entire body would later be used after it was sacrificed in the Beit 
Hamikdash. Even more interestingly, many of the instruments 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Yerachmiel & Shira Martin in honor of the Shul and its amazing members. SHALOSH 
SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the members of the evening gemara shiur on the siyum of Masechta Nedarim. Please contact 

Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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played by the Leviyim in the Beit Hamikdash were derived from 
the ram:
• Its two horns were fashioned into Shofars.
• Its hide was stretched into drum skin.
• The inner organs were used to craft the violins.
• The thighs were carved into flutes.
• The intestines were used for the strings of the harps.
• So what happened to the body of this ram in particular?
• First of all, this was not just any ram. This ram was created by 

Hashem during the twilight of creation a few minutes before 
Shabbat. Hashem decreed that this ram be present at the time of 
the Akeida. But that’s not the whole story.

 Every part of the ram that Avrohom sacrificed was put to 
use to serve a divine purpose. Its ashes remained and formed the 
foundation of the Mizbayach (Altar) that was in the Beit Hamikdash. 
Its ten tendons were made into the ten strings of King David’s harp. 
Its skin became Eliyahu Hanavi’s belt. Its two horns were made into 
trumpets. The left horn was the trumpet that sounded at Har (Mt.) 
Sinai when the Torah was given. The right horn, the larger of the 
two, was put aside to be sounded when Moshiach comes. (May it be 
speedily in our days).

 �WHY DID AVROHOM WAIT TO DO BRIS MILA? RABBI 
YITZCHAK BOTTON

 In light of our Sages’ teaching that Avraham Avinu fulfilled 
the entire Torah before it was given at Mount Sinai, the question 
arises: Why did Avraham wait one-hundred years until G-d 
commanded him to perform the mitzvah of brit mila, circumcision, 
instead of just doing it on his own without waiting, like he indeed 
did with the rest of the commandments?
 The question becomes even stronger when taking into 
consideration the spiritual negativity connected to having the 
foreskin, the orlah, attached to the body. Someone on Avraham’s 
exalted spiritual level was surely aware of the negative effects that 
keeping the orlah caused.
 The most basic and obvious difference between brit mila 
and the rest of the commandments that Avraham fulfilled is that 
brit mila can be performed only once, while a mitzvah like Shabbat 
or tefillin can be performed many times. Accordingly, one could 
fulfill the other commandments on a voluntary level “today,” and 
then when commanded by G-d in the future he could perform the 
same actions as Divine commandments. However, this cannot be 
done with brit mila.
 This answer is somewhat puzzling. Avraham did not 
serve G-d for a reward, but rather because it was the right thing 
to do. Why didn’t he just forgo the added reward of fulfilling a 
commandment and do brit mila immediately because it was the 
right thing to do? Moreover, doing so would have aided Avraham 
in his spiritual ascent, causing him to become even more pious and 
holy. So, the question still remains, why did Avraham wait so long 
to perform brit mila?
 Though Avraham knew that the best thing for him to do 
was to circumcise himself, he also knew that if he would do it based 
on his own decision, his action would forever be limited to a human 
act, whereas by waiting for G-d to command him to circumcise 
himself, it would become a Divine act with unlimited power and 

potential. Thus, doing the very same act without a Divine command 
would cause the act to be one of far less impact and significance.
 Simply put, human actions express the limited will of the 
person, while a mitzvah is an expression of Gd’s infinite will. It was 
not until the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai that the full power 
of a mitzvah was given to the Jewish People. This is why, despite the 
commandment of brit mila having its roots in the circumcision of 
Avraham, its full fulfillment is directly linked to its commandment 
in the Torah. Only by tapping into the infinite power of a mitzvah 
can we become partners with G-d in bringing ourselves to a desired 
state of perfection in this world.

 �PARSHA Q&A:  VAYEIRA
1. Why did G-d appear to Avraham after the brit mila? 18:1 - 

Avraham was sick, so G-d came to “visit” him.
2. Why was Avraham sitting at the entrance to his tent? 18:1 - He 

was looking for guests.
3. What were the missions of the three angels? 18:2 - To announce 

Yitzchak’s birth, to heal Avraham and to destroy Sodom.
4. Why did Avraham enjoin the guests to wash the dust off their 

feet? 18:4 - He thought they were among those who worship 
the dust, and he didnt want any object of idolatry in his home.

5. Why did Avraham ask specifically Yishmael, and not someone 
else, to prepare food for the guests? 18:7 - To train him in the 
performance of mitzvot.

6. Why did the angels ask Avraham where Sarah was? 18:9 - To 
call attention to Sarahs modesty, so as to endear her to her 
husband.

7. When G-d related Sarahs thoughts to Avraham, He did not 
relate them precisely. Why? 18:13 - For the sake of peace.

8. What “cry” from Sodom came before G-d? 18:21 - The cry of a 
girl who was executed for giving food to the poor.

9. How many angels went to Sodom? 19:1 - Two; one to destroy 
the city and one to save Lot.

10. Why was Lot sitting at the gate of Sodom? 19:1 - He was a 
judge.

11. Lot served the angels matza. Why? 19:3 - It was Passover.
12. Why did Lot delay when he left Sodom? 19:16 - He wanted to 

save his property.
13. Why were Lot and his family not permitted to look back at 

Sodom? 19:17 - As they, too, deserved to be punished, it wasnt 
fitting for them to witness the destruction of Sodom.

14. Lots wife looked back and became a pillar of salt. Why was she 
punished in this particular way? 19:26 - She was stingy, not 
wanting to give the guests salt.

15. In what merit did G-d save Lot? 19:29 - Lot had protected 
Avraham by concealing from the Egyptians the fact that Sarah 
was his wife.

16. Why did Avraham relocate after the destruction of Sodom? 
20:1 - Because travel in the region ceased and Avraham could 
no longer find guests.

17. Why did Avimelech give gifts to Avraham? 20:14 - So that 
Avraham would pray for him.

18. Why was Avraham told to listen to Sarah? 21:12 - Because she 
was greater in prophecy.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, October 26th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–6:25P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:24P

Shabbos Day, October 27th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur with Rabbi Yaakov Rich for men & women–

5:20P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–5:50P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men & women in shul with Si-

yum/Speech from Menachem Bar-Shalom, U.S. Development 
Director for ZAKA–6:10P

 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:31P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15P
� CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


