
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

October 5 – 6, 2018  26 Tishrei, 5779  Shabbos Bereishis
Mincha: 6:50P / Candlelighting: 6:48P  Shabbos Ends 7:55P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, October 5th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–6:50P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:48P

Shabbos Day, October 6th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A (Mazel Tov on completing 
Succah. Now beginning Pirkei Avos.)

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur with Rabbi Yaakov Rich for men & women–5:35P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–6:05P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–6:35P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:55P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A
 » Weekday Selichos/Shacharis–6:15A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–6:45P

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 � WHAT’S NU
 » Mazel Tov to Yirmiyahu Rich on the successful completion of his Beis Me-

drash program for boys grades 8-12, every weekday, 8-9:30 AM at CTC.  
 
THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS: 
• Yitzchok Elchonon and Racheli Rich $100
• Ben and Lauren Nise $100
• Anonymous $200
• Charles and Sharon Michaels $100
• Larry Rich and Wendy Lavine $100
• Alex and Amanda Machado $100
• Josh and Lisa Rothstein $100
• Anonymous $100
• Rabbi and Mrs. A.Z. Kosowsky $100
• Yerachmiel and Shira Martin $90
• BJ and Brocha Adrezin $100
• King Professional Engineering $100

 � DEALING WITH THE ENEMY:  RABBI MORDECHAI KAMENETZKY
 There are few descriptive verses in the Torah that defines the evil-
inclination. Many of them appear in Sefer Braishis. After all, if Hashem created man 
with a Yetzer Horah (evil-inclination) then man ought to have the formula to defeat 
it. In fact, after Kayin fails by offering an inferior sacrifice, Hashem guides him by 
revealing something about the enemy – the Yetzer Horah. “Surely, if you improve you 
can carry him (the Yetzer Horah), and if you do not improve, he crouches at your 
door and his desire is toward you. But you can rule over him!” (Genesis 4:7)
 The two sides seem to lack a study in contrast. If you improve you will 
carry him, but if not he will wait for you, he will desire to get you -but you will 
rule over him! It seems that the Yetzer Horah is defeated both ways. Even if you 
are not able to carry him and he crouches in ambush, you still can overrule him. 
Shouldn’t the negative have stated, “and if you do not improve, he crouches at your 
door, his desire is toward you and he will rule over you”? In a recent volume about 
the life of Rabbi Ahron Moshe Stern, the Mashgiach of the Kaminetz (not related to 
Kamenetzky) Yeshiva in Jerusalem, I saw an amazing story about Reb Naftali Trop, 
the Rosh Yeshiva of the Chofetz Chaim’s Yeshiva in Radin.
 There was an itinerant Jew who had visited Radin and had earned a 
reputation as a thief. This particular individual had stolen from the very people who 
had invited him in as a guest in their homes. Word got out that he had stolen, and 
the next time he came to Radin, no one invited him into their homes – except Reb 
Naftali Trop.
 Upon hearing of the offer of hospitality, some of the prominent members 
of the community approached Reb Naftali. “The man you invited is a thief! Last time 
he was here he walked off with some of his hosts valuables. You mustn’t have him 
sleep in your home!”
 Reb Naftali did not react. “The Torah tells us that a thief must pay a fine 
for his actions. It does not tell us that a thief should not be invited to eat or sleep. I 
have a responsibility to invite guests. If I am afraid that they may steal, well, that’s 
my problem. I guess I must arrange to make sure that all my valuables are guarded. 
However, my fears can in no way relieve me of my responsibility to shelter my fellow 
Jew.”

 The Torah’s message to Kayin is twofold. You can get the Yetzer Horah 
out of your way completely. You can carry him. You can place him out of your path 
and lift him out of sight. But that may not work for all of us. Those who cannot 
rise to that level and have the Yetzer Horah in our doorways constantly still may 
not give up hope. He may be lying in ambush but we can not ignore him. We must 
deal with him. If it means channeling your anger against evil – so be it. If it means 
steering an improper stinginess, channel that attribute to those times when splurging 
unnecessarily is uncalled for.
 The Torah is telling us that when the Yetzer Horah is part of our lives 
we must deal with him. We never have an excuse by saying that the desires were too 
great and insurmountable. If we let him in the door we have to make sure that we are 
able to fulfill the mitzvos in spite of his presence.
 The mussar luminaries used to comment: The Talmud tells us that our 
matriarch Rachel warned Yaakov about the deceptive shenanigans that her father 
Lavan was wont to perform. Yaakov responded by saying, “I am his equal in the 
ability to deceive.”
 The question that was raised is simple. “Where did Yaakov learn to be so 
crafty?” The answer that they gave was that when dealing with a Yetzer Horah, one 
must be wily too. Yaakov learned from the trials of life how to deal with the most 
clever and cunning of men.
 If you tame the beast correctly, he may crouch and wait for you. But you 
will rule over him. And you will learn to use his resources for your gain.

 � TORAH TOTS: BEREISHIS
 How do we know that they played baseball during creation? Because it 
says “In The ‘Big Inning’ Hashem created the heavens and the earth.”
 Well, every game has its beginnings and the creation game begins 2000 
years before “The Big Inning.”
 There was once a king who wanted to build a palace. Now what do you 
suppose he did first?
A palace needs bricks so he called a mason, who asked “How many bricks do you 
need?” The king did not know.
 A palace needs windows. But when the glass maker asked, how large, and 
where do they go, the king did not know.
 “How tall must the ceilings be? How many stairs will there be?” The king 
did not know what to answer.
 Now the king realized what he must do... He called an architect who then 
designed the palace and drew it on a paper called a blueprint. Once the king had the 
blueprint, he could see the entire structure before him and answer all the questions 
that the builders had asked.
 Hashem, too, had a blueprint when He created the world - the Torah!
 For each commandment in the Torah, He has created a way to fulfill that 
Mitzvah! He saw in the Torah the commandment to eat kosher so He created kosher 
animals.
 Hashem saw the commandment to “Honor Your Father and Mother” so 
He created a world in which parents and children could live and follow His Torah.
 DAY ONE:
 On the first day of creation Hashem makes a double play, creating the 
“heavens” and the “earth.” But there’s chaos on the field! The “earth” and “heaven” 
teams fumble around. Well, that’s about to be fixed. Hashem has just flipped the light 
switch with the declaration “Let there be light!” Hashem calls the light “day” and the 
darkness “night.” And at the end of one inning - Creation scores a first day!
 DAY TWO:
 On the second day Hashem is the umpire, separating team “heaven” and 
team “earth.” The heavens head up, and the earth sticks to the homefield.
 DAY THREE:
 The problem with earth is that it’s all wet! Water, water everywhere!
 Just when you think the game’s about to be rained out, Hashem makes 
a big splash with dry land! That’s right, the waters separate into oceans, seas, rivers, 
lakes and streams.
 With the water out of the way, the earth sprouts grass and trees, and a 
personal favorite of the Boss, Gan (the Garden of) Eden. And that’s a wrap of day 
number three!
 DAY FOUR:
 The fourth inning has creation seeing stars - up in the heavens, that is!
 Hashem “high-pops” the sun, moon, planets and stars into the sky.
 DAY FIVE:
 Hashem turns back to the field in the fifth, creating insects, birds and fish.
 Super-fish, Leviyatan, makes a brief appearance, before being thrown out 
of the game for hogging the field. But Torah fans can get a piece of it at the feast for 
scholarly ticket holders in Olam Habah (the world to come).
 DAY SIX:
 It’s a six-inning game and at the top of the sixth Hashem brings out the 
beasts. Lions, tigers, elephants and all! There’s a population explosion on the field as 
the cattle take a bite out of the asphalt.

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Reuven & Devorah King in honor of Yirmiyahu Rich for organizing and teaching the Boys’ 
Bein Hazemanim Beis Medrash. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if 

you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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 In the bottom of the sixth Hashem hits the big one - a grand-slam homer, 
creating man from the dust of the earth.
 Now that the world is created, Hashem huddles with the Malachim 
(Angels) to discuss the “Piece de resistance,” the highlight of all creation, Man. The 
Malachim aren’t too keen on the idea, though: “He’s not going to be perfect; you 
know he’s going to sin and blow the whole balance of the world; why make a bad 
investment?
 But in this stadium, Hashem’s the umpire, and He makes the final calls. 
Man’s the plan!
 On the first day of Tishrei, the sixth day of creation, Hashem forms man’s 
body. He gathers dust from all four corners of the earth and places it on Har Hamoria. 
(Mt. Moriah), the future site of the Mizbayach (Altar) in the Beit Hamikdash (Holy 
Temple). The first man is named “Adam” from the word Adamah - “earth.”
 Hashem breathes the breath of life - a Neshoma (soul), - into Adam and 
the still body comes to life. He is the first man, a perfect man. Hashem places Adam 
into Gan Eden, where he will live forever - if he can keep just one commandment!
 For six days Hashem creates the heavens and the earth. On the seventh 
He rests. That’s what the idea of Shabbat is all about.
 Six days a week we go about our lives working and playing and doing 
what it takes to live in this world. But by the time the sun sets on Friday night, 
the hustle and bustle of the world is put behind us and the Shabbat celebration 
surrounds us. On Shabbat we don’t perform any work. Instead, we proclaim that 
Hashem is the master of all creation.
 If you look carefully at the Parsha you will find parts of the Kiddush that 
we recite on Shabbat. This reminds us that Hashem is the one true G-d, creator of the 
universe.
 SPARE RIB
 In the Garden, Adam’s first job is to name all the animals. Two by two, 
the male and female of each species passes before Adam. He names them, first in 
Lashon Hakodesh (Hebrew), and then in all the other 70 languages of the world. As 
he performs this monumental task, Adam realizes that he is the only creature in the 
world missing a mate.
 Good observation! Hashem agrees: “It’s not a good thing for man to be 
alone.” Hashem decides to give Adam a companion. So He places Adam into a deep 
sleep. Now, giving Adam a companion has been Hashem’s plan all along. Here’s the 
proof: Adam’s got thirteen ribs; we’ve only got 12. Hashem removes that thirteenth 
rib from Adam and creates Chava, the first female, Adam’s mate; his wife.
 ALL IN A DAY’S WORK
 There is only one Mitzvah for Adam to observe in the Garden: He is 
commanded not to eat from the Eitz HaDa-at (the tree of knowledge) of Good and 
Evil. If he can pull this off for one day, Adam and his descendants will live forever! If 
he or Chava blow it, they’ll die. Simple enough, eh? Well, we’ll see about that!
 There’s one more character in the garden scene, the snake. This is no 
ordinary snake, though; this snake can walk and talk. Why, he’s walking up to Chava 
right now! The snake plays it innocent: “Did Hashem tell you not to eat any of the 
fruit of the garden?” the snake asks.
 Chava responds, “We can eat fruit from any tree but the one at the center 
of the garden. Why, my husband, Adam told me we’re not even allowed to touch it!”
 That’s the kind of intro the snake’s been waiting for. He knows that 
Hashem never commanded Adam not to touch the tree, but Chava doesn’t know 
that! The snake shoves her against the tree of knowledge. It’s a miracle.... she doesn’t 
die! This doesn’t make sense to Chava. If she didn’t die from touching the tree, maybe 
her dear husband was lying to her about eating from the tree! Well, she’ll just have to 
try this out!
 Chava picks a fruit from the Eitz HaDa’at and bites into it. Then she runs 
over to Adam and gives him a taste. As soon as they take a bite of that forbidden fruit, 
Adam and Chava change. The Yetzer Hora enters their bodies. They are now true 
human beings in the worst way, no longer perfect. Their eyes are now opened. They 
realize many new things. The first thing they realize is that they’ve got to fire their 
tailor - they don’t have any clothes on! Quickly they cover themselves with fig leaves.
 Suddenly, Hashem calls out to the two - “Where are you?” Adam and 
Chava foolishly try to hide among the trees. Of course, there’s no hiding from 
Hashem. Now Adam and Chava both know that they should never have eaten the 
forbidden fruit. But instead of admitting their mistake and doing Teshuva, they play 
“the blame game.” Adam blames it all on Chava and Chava blames the snake. Bad 
move! All Hashem wanted was to hear “I’m sorry!” Now Adam, Chava and the snake 
will be punished for their sin.
 DO THE CRIME, DO THE TIME:
 First the snake’s punishments:
 Believe it or not, snakes originally had arms and legs and could talk! 

Hashem decrees that from now on all snakes will crawl on their bellies and speak 
snake language.
 The original plan was for the snake to be greater than all other animals. 
It was supposed to be a servant to mankind. Now the snake would be lower than all 
other animals!
 The snake’s skin will shed once every seven years - and oy, will it hurt!
 All food will now taste like dust to the snake....even pizza!
 Man will have a natural hatred toward the snake.
 The snake would become a mortal being and die.
 Next, Hashem turns to Chava. For listening to the snake, eating from the 
tree of knowledge and feeding the fruit to Adam, Chava’s eternal life is taken away. 
She will die like a mortal being. During childbirth, she will experience great pain.  
 Raising kids will also be a pain!
 Finally, Adam is punished. Of course, he loses his eternal life. Originally, 
all food grew from the ground naturally. Now, man would have to till the soil and 
sweat it out to earn his bread.
 GET LOST
 Hashem takes one look a the fig-leaf fashions that clothe Adam and 
Chava and He decides that this just won’t do! Hashem takes the shedded skin of 
the snake and sews some nifty clothes for his two fallen stars to wear. Then Hashem 
gives the two the boot! Adam and Chava are forced to leave Gan Eden. From now on, 
they’re on their own! Two Malachim with flaming swords are placed at the garden’s 
gate to keep them out.
 INSTANT FAMILY
 A lot happens on day number six of creation. Between being created and 
getting kicked out of the garden, Chava manages to pop out five kids;
 Kayin and his twin sister, and a set of triplets, Hevel and his two sisters.
Since Kayin and Hevel are the first siblings on earth, they are meant to marry their 
sisters.
 Kayin and Hevel are as different as day and night. Kayin likes the 
challenge of tilling the soil. He becomes a farmer. Hevel becomes a shepherd.
 On the 14th of Nisan, Adam gathers up his two sons and explains to them 
that in the future, the Jews will offer korbanot (sacrifices) on this day. Kayin and 
Hevel each decide to offer a Korban to Hashem. Kayin picks flax-seed. Now, out of 
all the stuff that grows on the Kayin plantation, flax-seed is the most inferior. When 
Kayin places the flax-seed on the Mizbayach, the Heavenly fire is a no show.
 Hevel, on the other hand, offers up his best lambs on the Mizbayach. 
Poof! The heavenly fire zaps the Korban and Hevel has scored big-time in the Korban 
portion of the “competition” between the brothers. Kayin is totally embarrassed by 
the situation. The brothers begin to brawl. Kayin is so enraged that he hits his brother 
with a rock until Hevel is dead!
 Now Kayin is paranoid. What should he do? Where can he go? Who can 
he turn to? Before he can do anything, Hashem appears to Kayin. “Where is your 
brother Hevel?” Hashem asks. Instead of admitting his mistake, Kayin comes up with 
one of the top ten family quotes of all time, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” Good quote, 
bad move! What does Kayin think, that Hashem doesn’t see Hevel lying dead on the 
ground?
 Hashem explains to Kayin that by murderering his brother, he not only 
killed Hevel but he also killed all of Hevel’s unborn descendants. As a punishment, 
Kayin is doomed to wander the earth for the rest of his life. The moment he settles, 
people will terrorize him until he is forced to move on. Even the earth will quake 
beneath his feet. Furthermore, when Kayin dies he will not be buried like a mentsch.
 Kayin can’t take the pressure! He immediately does Teshuva, admitting 
his sin and asks Hashem for mercy. Amazingly, Hashem accepts Kayin’s atonement 
and gives Kayin a little leeway. He places a sign on Kayin’s head - a warning to 
animals and people of future generations to keep away from him. Additionally, 
Hashem promises not to punish Kayin for seven generations.
 HOW KAYIN DIES
 A seventh generation great..great grandson, Tuval Kayin, son of the blind 
Lemech escorts his father on a hunting trip.
 He sees an animal in the distance, and tells his father to draw his bow 
and shoot. Lemech shoots in the direction his son tells him. When they approach the 
“animal” they see that it is Kayin that is dead by an arrow. The blind Lemech, in his 
anguish, claps his hands together, and kills his son Tuval Kayin with the blow.
 In this way Hashem wipes out Kayin and all his wicked descendants.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, October 5th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–6:50P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:48P

Shabbos Day, October 6th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A (Mazel Tov 
on completing Succah. Now beginning Pirkei Avos.)

 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur with Rabbi Yaakov Rich for men & women–

5:35P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–6:05P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–6:35P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:55P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:30A
 » Weekday Selichos/Shacharis–6:15A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–6:45P
� CLASSES
 » Hilchos Niddah for men (Sunday 7-8A)
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nedarim for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


