
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

November 2 – 3, 2018  25 Cheshvan, 5779  Shabbos Chayei Sorah
Mincha: 6:15P / Candlelighting: 6:17P  Shabbos Ends 7:24P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, November 2nd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–6:15P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:17P

Shabbos Day, November 3rd

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–Canceled
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur with Rabbi Yaakov Rich for men & women–5:05P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women and children at Rich home–5:50-7:05P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–5:35P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–6:05P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:24P
 » Standard Time (Fall back, extra hour of sleep)–2A
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–1:00P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15P

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Ehoud ben Shulamit (Ehoud Wilson)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Leah Bracha bas Yosefa Eshka (Daughter or Irwin & June Harris)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » A Personal Letter from Rabbi Yaakov & Susan Rich to Rabbi Shimon 

& Chani Silver, Rav, Young Israel of Pittsburgh (and our mechutanim): 
 Dear Rabbi Silver and Chani, As the reality sinks in that we are 
strangers in a strange land, our hearts go out to you and your community 
as you try to navigate this new but old treacherous road. Jews have always 
been the target of hatred and malice, but here in the golden medina 
for the past several years somehow we’ve managed to avoid many hate 
crimes. A shooting like this shakes us to the core and while the secular 
Jewish world focuses on security and gun carrying or control depending 
on which side of the debate you’re on, we know we must focus on 
teshuva. As a community, we gathered last night for Tehillim and divrei 
hisorerus. And as individuals, we must examine our deeds even though 
Rosh Hashana has just passed. Our thoughts and tefilas are with you, 
as you carry the weight of a broken community on your shoulders. We 
daven for Hashem’s rachamim, and for Moshiach.

 » From Rabbi Shimon Silver to the Pittsburgh Jewish Community: (I 
fully endorse and echo his beautiful words. – Rabbi Yaakov Rich)
 We are all very shaken by the tragic and horrific events that took 
place yesterday. Here are a few thoughts that I would like to share: One 
who is forced to give up his life rather than his religion is considered a 
kadosh, holy person. He has performed the ultimate Kiddush Hashem, 
sanctifying Hashem’s name. In our tradition, this applies to anyone 
who loses his life purely because he is a Jew. Just as we were reading the 
parsha of the akeida, where Yitzchok is sanctified as an olah temimah, 
a holy sacrifice, eleven of our brethren became holy sacrifices right 
up the street! On a communal, national, and international level, we 
will be working on many areas, ranging from security to dealing with 
psychological trauma. On the personal and spiritual level, we want to 
memorialize the kedoshim. The following suggestions come to mind:
• This horror took place in a shul, not unlike the akeida on Har (Mt.) 

Hamoriah, and the carnage in the Bais Hamikdash during the Chur-
ban. Our response is to double down. We will not let this deter us from 
attending shul. Rather, we will attend even more.

• Those of us who have been lax in attendance will make extra effort 

to attend.
• Those of us who have been tardy will make an effort to come on time.
• Those of us who are on time, will try to come early.
• Men can help with minyan. The kaddish recited by mourners will also 

bring merit to the souls of these kedoshim. The minyan men will have 
a direct share in this.

• While women are not obligated to attend shul, by all means, come 
anyhow. (We have a spacious Ezras Nashim, women’s section.)

• Those of us who are not obligated to attend, due to circumstances, will 
sanctify the places where we daven, at home, in the office or wherever.

• We will make extra effort to show respect for the sanctity of the shul.
• Those of us who have the urge to converse at the wrong times, will 

resist it.
• Those of us who already keep silent during those times will follow in 

the siddur or chumash.
• Those of us who already do this will pay more attention during the 

rest of the services.
• We will try harder to silence cell phones and to resist the temptation 

to check them during services.
• We will work on making any place where we daven our own holy 

places. We will respect them even at the times when no davening is 
taking place. We will resist frivolity and strife and enhance them by 
doing positive acts such as discussing Torah.

May our efforts be a fitting memorial to the kedoshim, Hashem yinkom 
damam.
 » Schedule Updates: Beginning with Standard Time (Saturday night 2A) 

the shul will be davening mincha at 1:00 PM. There are enough people 
interested and available at that time to make it work. Currently, Maariv is 
8:15 PM and will remain this time for the duration of the winter. The Ge-
mara shiur (currently Nazir) follows immediately after Maariv at 8:30 PM.

 � THAT’S HOW IT BEGINS:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 Now Yitzchok was on his way, coming from Be’er Lachai Ro’i, 
and he dwelt in the land of the south. And Yitzchok went forth to pray in 
the field towards evening, and he lifted his eyes and saw, and behold, camels 
were approaching. And Rivka lifted her eyes, and saw Isaac, and she let 
herself down from the camel. (Breishis 24: 62-64)
 coming from Be’er Lachai Ro’i,: Where he had gone to bring 
Hagar to Avraham his father that he should marry her.
 It’s no mistake that Yitzchok met his bride on his way back from 
delivering a wife to his father and at the very time when he was praying in 
the fields for a wife. That’s what catalyzed “everything”!
 I have a theory. Here’s my thesis. Everybody makes their own 
Shidduch- marriage match. Sure there are many angels and agents involved 
but the people themselves must have done something special to distinguish 
themselves. That’s how it worked for Rivka, Moshe, and for Yaakov as well, 
at the well.
 I recently heard a about a young lady in Jerusalem who was 
feeling desperate for a Shidduch. She wanted to get married but nothing 
was happening. She went to visit Reb Chaim Kanievsky in Bnei Brak. He 
gave her a blessing and advised her to buy a Tallis. (A bride traditionally 
purchases a Tallis for her groom). She acted on his advice and went into a 
Seforim Store in Jerusalem to purchase a Tallis.
 The saleswomen who attended to her asked her what size Tallis 
she was looking for. The young lady shrugged her shoulders and foolishly 
admitted that she did not know. “How tall is your Chosson?” She was asked. 
“I don’t know!”-was the response.” The saleswomen was confused. “You don’t 
know how tall your Chosson is?” Again the answer was shockingly “No!” 
But now she explained that she was following the advice of Reb Chaim. The 
saleswomen was amazed and so impressed that she took the words of the 
Reb Chaim to heart that she started thinking and wondering aloud.
 “I know a great family in Bnei Brak. They have a wonderful son. 
For some reason he has not found his Bashert yet. I am going to call them 
now and make a suggestion.” I don’t have to tell you how this story ends. 
They met and got married and she bought her Chosson a Tallis.
 This story I know very well. A famous Morah teaching for more 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov 
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CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM • RABBI YAAKOV RICH • 7103 MUMFORD CT., DALLAS, TX 75252 • 972-835-6016 • WWW.TORASCHAIMDALLAS.ORG



than 50 years in Queens, traveling daily from Monsey, had a marvelous and 
dedicated assistant. Once a week she would travel in with a Maggid Shiur, 
a big Talmud scholar. This Rabbi had been very impressed with and spent 
extra hours learning with a young man whose high school was in the same 
place as his evening Kollel. The father of that boy had asked him to keep his 
eyes open for a special girl. On one of those rides to Queens in the morning 
the elder Morah could not stop talking about the virtues of this girl who 
was her assistant. Not only was she good with the children and helpful in 
every way but she distinguished herself in one extraordinary episode.
 The Morah came to work one day ready to go later to a wedding. 
She brought with her to school her bag with all of her jewelry. By the end of 
the day the Morah was distressed by the realization that she could not find 
her bag of jewelry.  
 The loyal assistant looked everywhere. She spent hours after 
school turning over everything. They concluded that it must have been 
accidentally swept away with the garbage. By that time the garbage had 
been collected and taken away by the sanitation workers and it was “too 
late”. 
 This dedicated assistant would not be deterred. She called the 
Sanitation Department of New York and found out exactly where the 
garbage from this school was deposited in the Staten Island dump. She 
searched and searched until she found it-the jewelry bag. The Morah 
was amazed by her unstoppable determination. She found more than 
the Morah’s jewelry bag that day. The story didn’t end there! That’s how it 
begins!

 � TORAH TOTS: CHAYEI SORAH
 So here is the question: Who is missing in all of the funeral 
preparations? It’s pretty obvious, if you think about it... Yitzchok! Doesn’t it 
make sense that Sarah’s own son would be at his mother’s levaya (funeral)? 
He would probably give a hesped (eulogy) for her too. But Yitzchak is 
nowhere to be found! Meanwhile, Avraham takes care of buying the plot, 
burying his wife, eulogizing her and even sending his servant, Eliezer, to 
bring back a wife for Yitzchok. Where is Yitzchok?
 The answer is, as soon as the Akeida was cut short and the father 
and son sacrificed a ram instead, Yitzchok went up to shamayim (heaven) 
and spent time learning the secrets of the creation. This is hinted to when 
Rivka is brought back to Canaan by Eliezer. She sees a man in the fields 
and asks Eliezer, “Who is this man?” Eliezer answers, “This is my master 
(Yitzchok).” She then falls off the camel, and covers up with a shawl. What 
caused her to fall off her camel? Yitzchok appears to be walking through 
the field upside down! Now that’s an interpretation you probably never 
expected to hear in a serious newsletter (ha-ha) like this! Why is he walking 
on his head? This is only the beginning of a Rabbinical discussion that has 
great depth and kabbalistic interpretation. But here it is in a nutshell:
 The head of a person always faces the source of where it will 
acquire the most spiritual strength. So in our lifetime, our heads are 
directed up to Heaven, where our Mitzvot are bound for reward. But when 
a person dies, they cannot do anymore Mitzvot... or can they. It is true that 
they, themselves, cannot give tzedakah (charity) or put on tefilin or shake a 
lulov. But when a student or child or grandchild or spouse of theirs does a 
Mitzvah, reward for that Mitzvah is shared with the departed. They have a 
Chelek (portion) of the reward for that Mitzvah coming to them. Therefore, 
everyone in Shamayim (Heaven) walks around upside down, facing this 
world. And it goes to say that if a person who has been in heaven, appears 
in this world, that person appears upside down because this world is the 
source for them acquiring more Mitzvot from their past influence on the 
living. It is a great lesson that we must share our Torah learning and be 
good influences on others because long after we are gone, those Mitzvot 
keep on going in this world!
 So back to Rivka. This young girl (some say she was 3 years 

old) has left her family and followed a stranger back to Canaan in order 
to marry a person she has never met. All of a sudden, she sees someone 
walking upside down on his head! No wonder she fell off her rocker (uh... 
camel). But seriously, it was quite obvious that she was in the presence of a 
very holy man.
 And that is the story of where Yitzchok was during his mother’s 
levaya. We have to forgive Yitzchok for not being a typical kid. After all, he 
was a living Korban (sacrifice) and of the three Avot, Yitzchak represents 
Avodah (worship of Hashem). He is the only one of the Avot to touch the 
heavens (literally) and return to this world. He understood first hand the 
deep secrets of creation and lived a life that began with a laugh. Much like 
the Jewish people.... he got the last laugh.

 � PARSHA Q&A:  CHAYEI SORAH
1. Name the four couples buried in Kiryat Arba. 23:2 - Adam and Chava, 

Avraham and Sara, Yitzchak and Rivka, Yaakov and Leah.
2. What did Sara hear that caused her death? 23:2 - That Yitzchak was 

almost slaughtered.
3. What title of honor did the Bnei Chet bestow upon Avraham? 23:6 - 

Prince of G-d.
4. Where was Avraham born? 24:7 - Ur Kasdim.
5. How were Avraham’s camels distinguished? 24:10 - They were 

muzzled, so they wouldn’t graze in the fields of others.
6. What is meant by “all the good of his master in his hand”? 24:10 - 

Eliezer carried a document in which Avraham gave all he owned to 
Yitzchak so that people would want their daughter to marry him.

7. What special character trait did Eliezer seek when choosing a wife 
for Yitzchak? 24:14 - He sought someone who excelled in performing 
acts of kindness.

8. Why did Avraham’s servant, Eliezer, run toward Rivka? 24:17 - He saw 
that the waters of the well rose when she approached.

9. Why did Lavan run to greet Eliezer? 24:29 - Lavan coveted his money.
10. When Lavan told Eliezer that the house was cleared out, what did he 

remove? 24:31 - Idols.
11. Who did Eliezer want Yitzchak to marry? 24:39 - His own daughter.
12. Aside from Eliezer, to which other people did Rivka offer to give 

water? 24:44 - To the men who accompanied Eliezer.
13. Lavan answered Eliezer before his father, Betuel, had a chance. What 

does this indicate about Lavan’s character? 24:50 - That he was wicked.
14. What did Rivka mean when she said “I will go?” 24:58 - I will go even 

if you don’t want me to go.
15. What blessing did Rivka’s family give her before she departed? 24:60 

- That the blessings given to Avraham would continue through her 
children.

16. Who was Ketura? 25:1 - Hagar.
17. What gift did Avraham give to Yitzchak? 25:5 - The power of blessing.
18. How old was Avraham when he died? 25:7 - 175 years old.
19. For how many years did Yaakov attend the Yeshiva of Ever? 25:17 - 14 

years.
20. How many times is Eliezer’s name mentioned in this week’s Parsha? 

None!
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, November 2nd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–6:15P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:17P

Shabbos Day, November 3rd

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–Canceled
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur with Rabbi Yaakov Rich for men & women–5:05P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women and children at Rich home–5:50-7:05P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–5:35P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–6:05P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:24P
 » Standard Time (Fall back, extra hour of sleep)–2A

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–1:00P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15P
� CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


