
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

November 23-24, 2018  16 Kislev, 5779  Shabbos Vayishlach
Mincha: 5:05P / Candlelighting: 5:04P  Shabbos Ends 6:12P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, November 23rd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–5:05P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:04P

Shabbos Day, November 24th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–4:20P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women and children at Rich home–4:30-

5:45P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–4:50P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:12P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–1:00P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15P

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Yehoshua Yisroel ben Rivka Devorah (Brother of Gail Bacharach)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Leah Bracha bas Yosefa Eshka (Daughter or Irwin & June Harris)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Handgun Carry License: Some in our congregation have ex-

pressed interest in a “License to Carry a Handgun” class. Approxi-
mate cost is $90/person, 9A-4P on a Sunday to be determined. We 
need 15-20 to make this work. This will be a mixed men and wom-
en class, with separate seating. Speak to Rabbi Rich if interested.

 � JEWISH OBSERVER:  RABBI MORDECHAI KAMENETZKY
 After decades of separation, Yaakov is about to meet Esav 
and try to reconcile their differences. In order to prepare for the 
encounter Yaakov sends emissaries to Esav. “He charged them, 
saying – “Thus shall you say, ‘To my lord, to Esau, so said your 
servant Jacob – Im Lavan garti, I have sojourned with Laban and 
have lingered until now” (Genesis 32:4).
 Rashi explains on a simple level that Yaakov was stating 
that he became neither an officer nor a prince. He remained a 
sojourner. Thus Esav has no reason to bear ill will. Rashi then gives 
another explanation. He explains that there was a cryptic message 
hidden within the words. The word garti (Im Lavan garti ) has the 
numerical value of taryag (613) mitzvos. Yaakov is telling Esav, 
“during my stay I have kept the 613 mitzvos, and I have learned 
naught of Lavan’s evil ways” Why Yaakov sent that message to Esav 
is worth an essay in itself. What I question is the very statement 
itself. Isn’t it redundant? If Yaakov kept the 613 mitzvos in the house 
of Lavan then it is obvious that he did not learn from his evil ways! 
Why repeat it?
 A friend told me the following narrative: A visit to one of 
Brooklyn’s densely populated Jewish enclaves is always a challenge 
for the suburban motorist. Parking is at a premium and spotting a 
spot and getting to it before another car does is one of the motorist’s 
greatest challenges.

 On one visit I was fortunate enough to find a spot that 
allowed my tiny car to slither into a spot that had no car within five 
feet in front of me or five in back. I parked, left the car, fulfilled my 
mission and returned to my car only to see that it was now wedged 
between two vehicles. There was no way that I would ever maneuver 
my way out of the space! I was upset at the drivers who wedged me 
in like that, but there was no way out.
 I decided to get into my car and wait until either the car 
behind me would back up or the one in front of me would move 
forward, allowing me to get my own vehicle out of the tight space. 
It was only a few moments before a man entered the car in front of 
me. I was relieved.
 My composure diminished as I realized that he was not 
going anywhere. He had opened a newspaper as he sat in the drivers 
seat and began to read. For a few minutes he just sat and read.
 I admit that my laziness induced me to act in an 
inappropriate manner. Instead of walking out of my car, approaching 
his and asking him to move, I tapped ever so slightly on my horn. 
I thought he would look at his rear view mirror and I would then 
motion for him to move forward.
 I was wrong. He stormed out of the car and berated me for 
honking at him. I think he was speaking English. I am not sure. In 
my home we spoke Yiddish and most of my English I learned from 
the radio. Most of the words that he used are not allowed on the 
radio.
 After spewing his disappointment in my communication 
skills, yelling that I had no right to toot my horn at him, he trudged 
back to his car, started the motor and moved up a few notches, 
allowing me to begin my departure. But when he moved up, I was 
able to read his bumper sticker — and that set me off.
 It read, “Put the brakes on Lashon HoRah (Gossip).” I 
could not contain myself. I shut my motor, walked out of my car 
and approached him. “Mister,” I began with a sarcastic politeness, 
“for a fellow who is so worried about Lashon HoRah, you sure 
opened up a mouthful!”
 The man squinted his eyes in puzzlement. “I don’t know 
what you are talking about,” he exclaimed. “In my conversation with 
you I did not speak one word of Lashon Horah!”
 Perhaps Yaakov’s message to Esav is the message to each 
one of us. Esav was no barbarian. The holy Rebbe Rav Simcha 
Bunim of P’shischa would say, Esav wore the Rabbinical Garb as 
well!”
 So Yaakov told him, I kept all the mitzvos. But that means 
nothing. One can keep al the mitzvos, sway in the synagogue with a 
fervor and rally against gossip. Unfortunately he can still learn from 
Lavan’s devious ways.
 Therefore, Yaakov’s statement is hardly redundant. We 
need him to say both: I kept the mitzvos and did not learn from his 
crafty ways. We need to keep the codified mitzvos, but we also must 
make sure to keep the mitzvos that are uncodified as well. We must 
not only keep the commandments, we cannot learn from Lavan’s 
ways.

 �TORAH TOTS: VAYISHLACH
 The Torah informs us that when Yaakov was alone on the 
other side of the river, a stranger appeared and wrestled with him 
until Alot Hashchar (the first sign of dawn). According to most 
Midrashim, this questionable creature was the Malach of Eisav 
itself, who fought with him until dawn in an attempt to sneak in 
a few extra punches before the big face-off. However, one Midrash 
has a different twist on the story.

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by the members of the Guarantee Kiddush Club: Pinchas & Tricia Sutkin, Yaakov & Susan 
Rich, Ben & Lauren Nise, Eli Goldberg, Yerachmiel & Shira Martin, Josh & Lisa Rothstein. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is 

sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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According to this other opinion, the sultry stranger was Yaakov’s 
own Malach - Malach Michoel who’s pet peeve was a promise 
that Yaakov made on the way to Charan. Apparently when Yaakov 
Maasered “everything he had acquired during his time in Charan,” 
he forgot one thing - his kids!
 “Here you have twelve sons and a daughter,” argued the 
Malach (Rachel was already pregnant with Binyamin). “Why have 
you not separated Maaser (tithe) from your sons?”
 Yaakov immediately took out his abacus and began 
calculating Maaser.
 First he set aside the first born of each of his four 
wives; Reuven, Yosef, Dan and Gad. Since a B’chor (firstborn) is 
automatically sanctified (holy), they would not be included among 
the sons to be tithed.
 With eight sons remaining: Shimon, Levi, Yehuda, 
Yissochor, Zevulun, Naftali, Asher and Binyamin - Yaakov counted 
them, and when he was finished, he began his count again:
 1 Shimon, 2 Levi, 3 Yehuda, 4 Yissochar, 5 Zevulun, 6 
Naftali, 7 Asher, 8 Binyamin, and again - 9 Shimon, 10 Levi.
 It thus came out that Levi was the tenth, he was the Maaser.
 Malach Michoel then proclaimed, “Hashem, the Shevet 
(tribe) of Levi will be Your portion. They will be the ones who will 
serve you in your Beit Hamikdash (Holy Temple).

 �PARSHA Q&A:  VAYISHLACH
1. What sort of messengers did Yaakov send to Esav? 32:4 - 

Angels.
2. Why was Yaakov both “afraid” and “distressed?” 32:8 - He was 

afraid he would be killed. He was distressed that he would have 
to kill.

3. In what three ways did Yaakov prepare for his encounter with 
Esav? 32:9 - He sent gifts, he prayed, and he prepared for war.

4. Where did Dina hide and why? 32:23 - Yaakov hid her in a 
chest so that Esav wouldn’t see her and want to marry her.

5. After helping his family across the river, Yaakov remained 
alone on the other side. Why? 32:25 - He went back to get some 
small containers he had forgotten.

6. What was the angel forced to do before Yaakov agreed to 
release him? 32:27 - Admit that the blessings given by Yitzchak 
rightfully belong to Yaakov.

7. What was it that healed Yaakov’s leg? 32:32 - The shining of 
the sun.

8. Why did Esav embrace Yaakov? 33:4 - His pity was aroused 
when he saw Yaakov bowing to him so many times.

9. Why did Yosef stand between Esav and Rachel? 33:7 - To stop 
Esav from gazing at her.

10. Give an exact translation of the word nisa in verse 33:12. 33:12 
- It means “travel”. It does not mean “we will travel.” This is 
because the letter nun is part of the word and does not mean 
we as it sometimes does.

11. What happened to the 400 men who accompanied Esav? 33:16 
- They slipped away one by one.

12. Why does the Torah refer to Dina as the daughter of Leah and 
not as the daughter of Yaakov? 34:1 - Because she was outgoing 
like her mother, Leah.

13. Whom should Shimon and Levi have consulted concerning 

their plan to kill the people of Shechem? 34:25 - Their father, 
Yaakov.

14. Who was born along with Binyamin? 35:17 - His two triplet 
sisters.

15. What does the name Binyamin mean? Why did Yaakov call 
him that? 35:18 - Ben-Yemin means “Son of the South.” He was 
the only son born in the Land of Israel, which is south of Aram 
Naharaim.

16. The Torah states, “The sons of Yaakov were twelve.” Why? 35:22 
- To stress that all of them, including Reuven, were righteous.

17. How old was Yaakov when Yosef was sold? 35:29 - One hundred 
and eight.

18. Esav changed his wife’s name to Yehudit. Why? 36:2 - To fool 
Yitzchak into thinking that she had abandoned idolatry.

19. Which three categories of people have their sins pardoned? 
36:3 - One who converts to Judaism, one who is elevated to a 
position of leadership, and one who marries.

20. What is the connection between the Egyptian oppression 
of the Jewish people and Esav’s decision to leave the land of 
Canaan? 36:6 - Esav knew that the privilege of living in the 
Land of Israel was accompanied by the prophecy that the Jews 
would be “foreigners in a land not their own.” Therefore Esav 
said, “I’m leaving. I don’t want the Land if it means I have to pay 
the bill of subjugation in Egypt.”

 � ARCHWAY ANTICS
 Q: My garage doorway is arched from the ground to its top. This 
could either mean that it has no side-posts or that it has no lintel. Does this 
mean that it does not need a mezuzah at all?
 A: Although your garage door lacks identifiable posts and a 
lintel, when a curved archway is surrounded at its top and sides by a wall 
or a fence, we conceptually “carve out” virtual doorposts and a virtual lintel 
from the surrounding structure. Even then, its obligation is doubtful, and 
we affix the mezuzah without a beracha. Obviously, in this case, there is no 
choice but to place the mezuzah on a curved area.
 To calculate the top-third of the doorway, you need to measure 
from the floor to the point at which the two sides of the arch come within 
four tefachim of each other. This point is deemed the halachic “top” of the 
doorway, because the space above that point is too narrow to be considered 
a serviceable entrance.
 Freestanding Archways
 Q: We enter our front garden through a beautiful archway in the 
form of a half-circle, cut into the perimeter fence. As we walk down the 
path to our home we pass under two other identical archways which are 
free-standing. Do all or any of them need mezuzahs?
 A: Your front archway is part of the perimeter fence, and 
consequently we conceptually “carve out” virtual doorposts and a virtual lintel 
from the surrounding structure, and it deserves a mezuzah without a beracha.
 But the archways over the garden path are not within a structure 
and are therefore exempt according to many authorities.
 Some authorities recommend that even free-standing arches 
deserve a mezuzah, albeit also without a beracha. However, your garden-
path archways are exempt for another reason: They are purely decorative. 
As such, even if they would be in the rectangular form of a normal doorway, 
and even if they would be indoors, they would not need a mezuzah. An 
example of this would be a long hallway that an architect has designed with 
repeated doorways for purely aesthetic rather than utilitarian purposes. 
Another example would be a decorative archway, inside a room, that serves 
no real function.

CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM • RABBI YAAKOV RICH • 7103 MUMFORD CT., DALLAS, TX 75252 • 972-835-6016 • WWW.TORASCHAIMDALLAS.ORG

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, November 23rd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–
5:05P

 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:04P
Shabbos Day, November 24th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–4:20P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women and children at Rich home–4:30-

5:45P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–4:50P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:12P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–1:00P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15P
� CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


