
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

November 9 – 10, 2018  2 Kislev, 5779  Shabbos Toldos
Mincha: 5:10P / Candlelighting: 5:11P  Shabbos Ends 6:19P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, November 9th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–5:10P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:11P

Shabbos Day, November 10th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur with Rabbi Yaakov Rich for men & women–4:00P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women and children at Rich home–4:45-6:00P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–4:30P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–5:00P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:19P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–1:00P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15P

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Ehoud ben Shulamit (Ehoud Wilson)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Yita Ruchel bas Tzirel Leah (RBG)
 » Leah Bracha bas Yosefa Eshka (Daughter or Irwin & June Harris)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Mazel Tov to Zlati Krycer on the Bar Mitzvah of Yaakov Zevi.
 » Handgun Carry License: Some in our congregation have expressed in-

terest in a “License to Carry a Handgun” class. Approximate cost is $90/
person, 9A-4P on a Sunday to be determined. We need 15-20 to make 
this work. If interested reply to this text. This will be a mixed men and 
women class, with separate seating.

 » Judge Parker and the Purim Pronouncement: To be discussed at Kiddush.
 » A Personal Letter from Rabbi Yaakov & Susan Rich to Rabbi Shimon 

& Chani Silver, Rav, Young Israel of Pittsburgh (and our mechutanim): 
 Dear Rabbi Silver and Chani, As the reality sinks in that we are 
strangers in a strange land, our hearts go out to you and your community 
as you try to navigate this new but old treacherous road. Jews have always 
been the target of hatred and malice, but here in the golden medina 
for the past several years somehow we’ve managed to avoid many hate 
crimes. A shooting like this shakes us to the core and while the secular 
Jewish world focuses on security and gun carrying or control depending 
on which side of the debate you’re on, we know we must focus on 
teshuva. As a community, we gathered last night for Tehillim and divrei 
hisorerus. And as individuals, we must examine our deeds even though 
Rosh Hashana has just passed. Our thoughts and tefilas are with you, 
as you carry the weight of a broken community on your shoulders. We 
daven for Hashem’s rachamim, and for Moshiach.

 » From Rabbi Shimon Silver to the Pittsburgh Jewish Community: (I 
fully endorse and echo his beautiful words. – Rabbi Yaakov Rich)
 We are all very shaken by the tragic and horrific events that took 
place yesterday. Here are a few thoughts that I would like to share: One 
who is forced to give up his life rather than his religion is considered a 
kadosh, holy person. He has performed the ultimate Kiddush Hashem, 
sanctifying Hashem’s name. In our tradition, this applies to anyone 

who loses his life purely because he is a Jew. Just as we were reading the 
parsha of the akeida, where Yitzchok is sanctified as an olah temimah, 
a holy sacrifice, eleven of our brethren became holy sacrifices right 
up the street! On a communal, national, and international level, we 
will be working on many areas, ranging from security to dealing with 
psychological trauma. On the personal and spiritual level, we want to 
memorialize the kedoshim. The following suggestions come to mind:
• This horror took place in a shul, not unlike the akeida on Har (Mt.) 

Hamoriah, and the carnage in the Bais Hamikdash during the Chur-
ban. Our response is to double down. We will not let this deter us from 
attending shul. Rather, we will attend even more.

• Those of us who have been lax in attendance will make extra effort 
to attend.

• Those of us who have been tardy will make an effort to come on time.
• Those of us who are on time, will try to come early.
• Men can help with minyan. The kaddish recited by mourners will also 

bring merit to the souls of these kedoshim. The minyan men will have 
a direct share in this.

• While women are not obligated to attend shul, by all means, come 
anyhow. (We have a spacious Ezras Nashim, women’s section.)

• Those of us who are not obligated to attend, due to circumstances, will 
sanctify the places where we daven, at home, in the office or wherever.

• We will make extra effort to show respect for the sanctity of the shul.
• Those of us who have the urge to converse at the wrong times, will 

resist it.
• Those of us who already keep silent during those times will follow in 

the siddur or chumash.
• Those of us who already do this will pay more attention during the 

rest of the services.
• We will try harder to silence cell phones and to resist the temptation 

to check them during services.
• We will work on making any place where we daven our own holy 

places. We will respect them even at the times when no davening is 
taking place. We will resist frivolity and strife and enhance them by 
doing positive acts such as discussing Torah.

May our efforts be a fitting memorial to the kedoshim, Hashem yinkom 
damam.

 � BUTTER BATTLES:  RABBI MORDECHAI KAMENETZKY
 This week the Torah tells us of the great dichotomy of character 
between Yaakov and his older brother Esav. Yaakov sat and studied while 
Esav hunted. Though it is difficult to understand the roots of this great 
divide, their parents’ reaction to this diversity is even more confusing. The 
Torah tells us that “Yitzchak loved Esav for there was game in his mouth, 
and Rivka loved Yaakov.” (Genesis 25:28)
 The variance in their opinions manifested itself in the fight over 
the blessings. Yitzchak intended that Esav receive his blessings for worldly 
goods, intending to save the spiritual ones for Yaakov. Rivka pushed her son 
Yaakov to attain the blessings for the worldly goods, too.
 What was the fundamental difference between Yitzchak’s and 
Rivka’s view of their children? Why was there such a diverse notion as 
to who should inherit the wealth of this world? How is it possible that 
Yitzchak, who epitomized the very essence of spirituality, favored Esav, a 
man steeped in worldly desires?
 Vice President Al Gore tells a story about outgoing Senator Bill 
Bradley. Senator Bradley once attended a dinner at which he was a guest 
speaker. The waiter set down a side dish of potatoes, and placed a pat of 
butter upon them. The Senator asked for an extra portion of butter.
 “I’m sorry sir,” the very unyielding server replied tersely, “one pat 
per guest.”
 With a combined expression of shock, scorn, and disbelief, 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Zlati Krycer on the occasion of the Bar Mitzvah of her son, Yaakov Zevi. SHALOSH 
SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos 

in the future.
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Senator Bradley looked up at the formal steward. “Excuse me,” he said. “Do 
you know who I am? I am New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley.” The Senator 
cleared his throat. “I am a Rhodes scholar and a former NBA star. I currently 
serve on the International Trade and Long-Term Growth Committee, and 
the Debt and Deficit Reduction Committee, and I am in charge of Taxation 
and IRS Oversight. And I’d like another pat of butter on my potatoes.”
 The waiter looked down at the Senator.
 “Do you know who I am?” he asked.
 “I am the one in charge of the butter.”
 Yitzchok understood the great contrariety between his children. 
However, he felt that Esav, the hunter-child, understood the mundane world 
much better. So it was only fitting that Esav be gifted with the blessings 
of a mundane world. Esav would then supplement Yaakov’s needs, and a 
true symbiosis would emerge. Rivka, on the other hand, was pragmatic. She 
felt that putting Esav in charge of the material world would lead to selfish 
hoarding that would hardly give Yaakov a portion.
 She understood that while Yaakov’s sustenance was basically 
from spirituality, he still needed a little butter to survive. And she could not 
rely on Esav controlling the butter: she knew the personality all too well. 
There would be no parity or sharing. Esav would take it all.
 Everybody has a job, whether it be spiritual or menial, and 
each job must be executed with a sense of responsibility and mission. The 
argument between Rivka and Yitzchak was complex, but it was simple too. 
Esav may be more astute in churning the butter; however, will he make sure 
to give Yaakov his fair share? Rivka knew that the world would be a better 
place if we all shared our respective portions. But she wouldn’t count on it.

 � TORAH TOTS: TOLDOS
 Because of Tshuva, (repentance), senior citizens have been 
attributing their aches and pains to Yitzchok for thousands of years. The 
funny thing is, he wanted it that way.
As Yitzchok grew older, he was still able to run laps around Har (Mt.) 
Hamoriah. You might think that this is a good thing, but, in fact, Yitzchok 
thought the contrary. He figured that if a person were healthy all his life, 
he’d put off doing Tshuva before his death. After all, if you’re healthy, you 
think about life! But if you suffer in this world, you’ll be reminded of the 
painful punishment in the next world if you don’t do Tshuva before you die.
 Yitzchok prayed to Hashem for the elderly to experience aches 
and pains. Hashem responded and made Yitzchok the first of the chronic 
sufferers... Hashem made Yitzchok blind!
 Two more reasons for Yitzchok becoming blind:
 It was all part of the plan to get Yaakov the Brachot (blessings). 
When Yaakov entered his father’s tent, pretending to be Esav, he had one 
major advantage: Yitzchok could not see him. With a hairy piece of goat’s 
skin covering his arm, Yaakov passed for Esav with flying colors.
The blindness was a punishment for giving Esav too much recognition. 
Esav was an evil man. But Yitzchok was taken with the way Esav fulfilled 
the mitzvah to honor one’s father. This is considered bribery. Like the Torah 
says (Shmot 23:8): “Do not accept a bribe, for the bribe will blind... etc.....”

 � PARSHA Q&A:  TOLDOS
1. Why was it important that Yitzchak look like Avraham? 25:19 - So 

everyone would agree that Avraham was indeed his father.
2. Why does the Torah stress that Rivka was Betuel’s daughter and 

Lavan’s sister? 25:20 - To praise her, that even though her family was 
evil she was righteous.

3. What are the two differences between Tamar’s pregnancy and Rivka’s 
pregnancy? 25:24 - Rivka gave birth at full term to two children, one 
righteous and one wicked. Tamar gave birth after seven months to two 
righteous children.

4. Why was Esav named Esav? 25:25 - He was born fully developed. The 
name Esav is based on the Hebrew word for “made”.

5. Who gave Yaakov his name? 25:26 G-d.
6. How did Esav deceive his father? 25:27 - Esav deceived Yitzchak by 

asking questions that suggested that he was very strict in mitzvah 
observance.

7. Why was Esav faint when he returned from the field? 25:29 - From 
having murdered.

8. Why are lentils a food for mourners? 25:30 - They are round like a 
wheel and mourning is like a revolving wheel that eventually touches 
everyone.

9. What was the birthright that Yaakov bought from Esav? 25:31 - The 
right to bring sacrifices.

10. Why was Yitzchak not permitted to go to Egypt? 26:2 - Through the 
akeida he had attained the status of a korban and was forbidden to 
leave Eretz Canaan.

11. Why did the Philistines plug up the wells? 26:15 - They felt that either 
marauders would attack to capture the wells, or, if attacking for other 
reasons, they would use the wells as a water supply.

12. Why did Yitzchak lose his sight? (three reasons) 27:1 - a) From the 
smoke of the incense offered by Esavs wives to their idols; b) From the 
angels tears which fell into Yitzchaks eyes at the time of the akeida; c) 
In order for Yaakov to receive the blessings.

13. At what age should one anticipate his own death? 27:2 - When he 
reaches five years from the age his parents were when they passed 
away, until five years after.

14. Why did Rivka ask Yaakov to bring two kid goats? 27:9 - One for 
Yitzchak and the other to offer as a korban Pesach.

15. Why did Esav leave his special garments with Rivka? 27:15 - He 
suspected that his wives might steal them.

16. What fragrance did Yitzchak detect on Yaakovs garments? 27:27 - The 
scent of Gan Eden.

17. What was the “fat of the land” promised to Esav? 27:36 - Italy.
18. When will Esav be freed from subjugation to Yaakov? 27:40 - When 

the Jewish People transgress the Torah.
19. What inspired Esav to marry the daughter of Yishmael? 28:7 - Seeing 

that his father despised his current wives, he resolved to take a wife 
from his father’s family.

20. Knowing that Machalat was Yishmael’s daughter, its self-evident that 
she was the sister of Nevayot. Why, then, does the Torah state that Esav 
married “Yishmael’s daughter, the sister of Nevayot?” 28:9 - To indicate 
that Yishmael died between her betrothal and her wedding, and that it 
was Nevayot who gave his sister in marriage to Esav. Knowing the date 
of Yishmael’s death, we can determine the date of Esav’s marriage and 
thus Yaakov’s age, 63, at the time of his flight from Esav.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, November 9th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–5:10P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:11P

Shabbos Day, November 10th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur with Rabbi Yaakov Rich for men & women–4:00P
 » Shalosh Seudos for women and children at Rich home–4:45-6:00P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–4:30P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men in shul–5:00P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:19P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–1:00P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15P
� CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


