
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

December 7 – 8, 2018  30 Kislev, 5779  Shabbos Mikeitz, Day 6 of Chanukah
Mincha: 5:00P / Candlelighting: 5:02P  Shabbos Ends 6:10P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, December 7th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–5:00P
 » Chanukah 6 Candles followed by Shabbos Candle Lighting–

5:02P
Shabbos Day, December 8th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–4:20P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–4:50P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:10P
 » Havdallah followed by Chanukah 7 Candles–6:10P
 » CTC Chanukah Melava Malka at home of Moshe & Ariella 

Bush–9:00P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–1:00P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15P

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Yehoshua Yisroel ben Rivka Devorah (Brother of Gail Bacharach)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Leah Bracha bas Yosefa Eshka (Daughter or Irwin & June Harris)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Mazel Tov to Josh & Lisa Rothstein on the Bas Mitzvah of their 

daughter, Hillary. May you be zocheh to have tremendous nachas 
from all your children. 

 �THAT’S HOW IT BEGINS:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 HaRagel B’Ner havyan leih banim Talmidei Chochomim…
One who is accustomed with a candle will have sons who are Talmud 
scholars. (Tractate Shabbos) a candle: The candle of Shabbos and 
the candle of Chanukah (Rashi)
 The Talmud seems to promise that if someone simply 
lights Shabbos and Chanukah candles they will have sons who 
are Talmud scholars. We have to assume that this is not automatic 
because our experience teaches us that it does not always turn out 
that way. Many good people light both Shabbos and Chanukah 
candles and not always does it result in sons who are Talmud 
scholars. Obviously there are more factors at play here and many 
moving parts in the development of a child. What then is the 
Talmud telling us?
 The Sefas Emes has a creative explanation of these words 
of the Talmud, “HaRagel B’Ner havyan leih banim Talmidei 
Chochomim – One who is accustomed with a candle will have sons 
who are Talmud scholars”  … Someone who does what is normally 
done with “ragilos” in a customary way, habitually, but they do it 
with NER, NUN- REISH, (the Hebrew letters for candle) – and 
NUN REISH stand for NESHAMA and RUACH… they do the 
Mitzvah with let us say heart and soul, they put their entire being 
into it, then the result is sons who are Talmud scholars.
 Alternately he explains that the numerical value of NER – 

NUN REISH is 250 which corresponds to the 248 Positive –Active 
Mitzvos plus AHAVA and YIRA- LOVE and FEAR! Ultimately it 
is the doing of the regular infused with heart that makes the big 
difference.
 Now how does that produce sons who are Talmud 
scholars? The Sefas explains according to the Rashi in the beginning 
of Noach… where it begins, “These are the generations of Noach, 
Noach was a perfectly righteous man in his time…” Why does it 
not list immediately the progeny of Noach? Noach produced 
Noach! Rashi says, “The main progeny of the righteous are their 
good deeds.” Noach launched angels to an eternal realm through 
his performance of good deeds. Actions done with excitement 
and a full heart produce angels that are healthy and strong. Half-
hearted Mitzvos produce angels with heart problems. The hearty 
ones are the are the sons who are Talmud scholars according to one 
explanation of Sefas Emes.
 Another approach is that doing ordinary Mitzvos with 
heart and soul has a horizontal effect in this world as well. Every 
attitude is contagious. That’s the good news and the bad news. 
Enthusiasm for Mitzvos is contagious. It’s very much like the way 
we light a Menorah. One candle directly lights another. That one 
candle can light many candle and not lose any of its light. Similarly, 
when one is excited about Torah and Mitzvos that excitement 
travels especially to one’s children. Children study and detect the 
parent’s real attitude about things.
 That’s why is says in the first paragraph of Shema, “…And 
these words which I command you today, you shall place them 
upon your heart and teach them to your children…” Why do they 
have to be placed on the heart first? Kids read the heart. They know 
if we mean business or not. Is this business of Mitzvos something 
regular or is it extraordinary?
 Now we can better undertand the hidden promise of the 
Talmud, “HaRagel B’Ner havyan leih banim Talmidei Chochomim”. 
Someone once said that, “Yiddishkeit is not taught, it’s caught!”

 �TORAH TOTS: MIKEITZ
 Now that Yosef was Viceroy, he had everything a house, a 
chariot, a job. The only thing he was missing was a wife. Of course, 
Yosef the tzadik couldn’t marry an Egyptian woman. But where 
does a nice Jewish boy find a Yiddishe girl in Egypt? Here’s a twist... 
how about in his own house! Confused? - Here’s what happened...
It all started when Shechem kidnapped Dinah. Shimon and Levi 
destroyed the entire city but Dina was left with a baby fathered 
by Shechem. Yaakov was afraid that this baby girl would become 
Shimon and Levi’s next target, so he hid her under a bush (sneh - 
thus Osnat, get it?). From there, a Malach (angel) whisked her off 
to Egypt, but not before Yaakov engraved a message in a locket and 
stuck it around her neck.
 The writing in the locket remained a mystery as Osnat 
grew up in the home of a rich Egyptian aristocrat. From time to time 
she would ask a wise man or one of Pharoh’s advisors to examine 
the script. But, let’s face it, not too many people outside of Yaakov’s 
family were speaking Hebrew in those days. Little did Osnat realize 
that she should have asked the house slave from Canaan to try his 
hand at deciphering the script. That’s right - Osnat grew up in the 
house of Potifar and she never knew that the person serving soup 
was her very own uncle Yosef!
 When Yosef was promoted from lowly prisoner to Viceroy, 
Pharoh had him led through the streets on a beautiful chariot. Yosef 
was very handsome. Local women stood on their roofs and threw 
their jewels at him to attract his attention. Osnat was no different. 

KIDDUSH and SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by Josh & Lisa Rothstein in honor of Hillary’s Bas Mitzvah.  
Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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Since she had no jewels, she threw her locket. Lucky her: Yosef 
recognized the writing in the locket. It read “Whoever marries this 
girl should know that his children will be descendants of Yaakov.”
 Of course, you know the rest of the story. Yosef and Osnat 
were married and had two children, Menashe and Efraim. This 
teaches us a great lesson, that Hashem always ties up all the loose 
ends. Here’s how things worked out in our story:
 When Yaakov went to meet Esav, he hid Dinah in a chest. 
But the truth was that if Esav would have seen and married Dinah, 
he might have been influenced by her righteousness and done 
teshuva. For this, Dinah was kidnapped by Shechem. Since Yaakov 
had hidden her with the best of intentions, Dinah’s child remained 
pure in Egypt and married Yosef.
 At that same meeting with Esav, Yosef was the only son 
who stood in front of his mother and “hid” her from Esav’s sight. 
Since he hid his mother, he was given the zchut to marry Dinah’s 
daughter who was also hidden!

 �PARSHA Q&A:  MIKEITZ
1. What did the fat cows being eaten symbolize? 41:4 - That all the 

joy of the plentiful years would be forgotten. (Not that the good 
years would provide food for the bad years.)

2. How did Pharaoh’s recollection of his dream differ from 
Nevuchadnetzar’s recollection of his dream? 41:8 - Pharaoh 
remembered the contents of his dream but didn’t know its 
meaning. Nevuchadnetzar forgot even the contents of his 
dream.

3. What was significant about the fact that Pharaoh dreamed 
repeatedly? 41:32 - It showed that the seven good years would 
start immediately.

4. What does “Tsafnat Panayach” mean? 41:45 - He who explains 
things that are hidden and obscure.

5. What happened to the Egyptians’ grain that was stored in 
anticipation of the famine? 41:55 - It rotted.

6. What did Yosef require the Egyptians to do before he would 
sell them grain? 41:55 - Become circumcised.

7. Did Yaakov and his family still have food when he sent his sons 
to Egypt? If yes, why did he send them? 42:1 - Yes, but he sent 
them because he did not want to cause envy in the eyes of those 
who did not have food.

8. What prophetic significance lay in Yaakov’s choice of the word 
“redu” — “descend” (and not “lechu” — “go”)? 42:2 - It hinted 
to the 210 years that the Jewish people would be in Egypt: The 
word “redu” has the numerical value of 210.

9. Why does the verse say “Yosef ’s brothers” went down to Egypt 
(and not “Yaakov’s sons”)? 42:3 - Because they regretted selling 
Yosef and planned to act as brothers by trying to find him and 
ransom him at any cost.

10. When did Yosef know that his dreams were being fulfilled? 
42:9 - When his brothers bowed to him.

11. Under what pretext did Yosef accuse his brothers of being 
spies? 42:12 - They entered the city through 10 gates rather 
than through one gate.

12. Why did the brothers enter the city through different gates? 
42:13 - To search for Yosef throughout the city.

13. Who was the interpreter between Yosef and his brothers? 42:23 

- His son Menashe.
14. Why did Yosef specifically choose Shimon to put in prison? 

42:24 - Because he was the one who cast Yosef into the pit and 
the one who said, “Here comes the dreamer.” Alternatively, to 
separate him from Levi, as together they posed a danger to him.

15. How does the verse indicate that Shimon was released from 
prison after his brothers left? 42:24 - The verse says Shimon 
was bound “in front of their eyes,” implying that he was bound 
only while in their sight.

16. What was Yaakov implying when he said to his sons: “I am the 
one whom you bereaved”? 42:36 - That he suspected them of 
having slain or sold Shimon, and that they may have done the 
same to Yosef.

17. How did Reuven try to persuade Yaakov to send Binyamin to 
Egypt? 42:37 - He said, “Kill my two sons if I fail to bring back 
Binyamin.”

18. How long did it take for Yaakov and family to eat all the food 
that the brothers brought back from Egypt? Give the answer 
in terms of travel time. 43:2,10 - Twice the travel time to and 
from Egypt.

19. How much more money did the brothers bring on their second 
journey than they brought on the first journey? Why? 43:12 - 
Three times as much, in order to repay the money they found 
in their sacks and to buy more even if the price had doubled.

20. How did the brothers defend themselves against the accusation 
of theft?44:8 - They said, “We returned the money we found in 
our sacks; can it be that we would steal?”

 �PROVISIONS FOR THE JOURNEY
Pharaoh’s dreams foretold seven years of plenty in Mitzraim, 
followed by seven years of famine. What was Yosef ’s advice? “Let 
Pharaoh appoint overseers on the land and work quickly during 
the seven plentiful years. Gather all the food during the upcoming 
good years and store it under Pharaoh’s authority” (Bereshis 41:34-
36). The people of Mitzraim had seven years of famine ahead of 
them; therefore, they had to store up provisions while they were 
able. This cycle of gathering for a future time when there will be 
no provisions is similar, in a certain sense, to a person’s stay in this 
world. Now are the “years of plenty”. Now is the time when mitzvos
are readily available. When we move on to the next world, we will 
be able to enjoy the fruits of our labors. However,there will be no 
more mitzvos to gather.
 The Gemora (Kesuvos 67b) relates a compelling story 
about Mar Ukva. He was at the very end of his life. What did he ask 
for? His tsedaka records. They were brought to him; he examined 
them and saw that he had given 7000 dinrei sianki – quite a 
respectable sum of money – to tsedaka. However, he was concerned. 
“The provisions are small, and the road is long,” he said. Perhaps he
did not have enough mitzvos for the long journey in Olam Habbo. 
He arose and gave half of his money to tsedaka. He knew that now 
is the time to gather mitzvos. Later will be too late.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, December 7th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–5:00P
 » Chanukah 6 Candles followed by Shabbos 

Candle Lighting–5:02P
Shabbos Day, December 8th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–4:20P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–4:50P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:10P
 » Havdallah followed by Chanukah 7 Candles–6:10P
 » CTC Chanukah Melava Malka at home of Moshe & Ariella 

Bush–9:00P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–7:00A
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
 » Weekday Mincha–1:00P
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15P
� CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Thursday 9P)
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


