
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

March 15-16, 2019  9 Adar II, 5779  Shabbos Vayikro, Zachor
Mincha: 7:00P / Candlelighting: 7:17P  Shabbos Ends 8:26P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, March 15th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:17P

Shabbos Day, March 16th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for Men & Women–6:05P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–6:35P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–7:05P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:26P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:20P
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Refalal Tevya ben Sara (Uncle of Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark) 
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Yehoshua Yisroel ben Rivka Devorah (Brother of Gail Bacharach)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Zvika bas Chana Esther (Aunt of Josh Rothstein)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » CTC Purim Seudah: Space is definitely limited. We always sell out. 

Sign up early to be guaranteed a seat. Thursday, March 21, 2019, 6:00-
8:00 PM at Congregation Toras Chaim, 7103 Mumford Ct., Dallas 
75252. Menu: Featuring Chinese Food / Bring your own wine. Cost: 
$18 per person (adults and children 3+) / $72 family max

 » Matanos L’Evyonim: It is a positive rabbinical commandment 
to give two gifts for two needy people on Purim, one gift to each 
person. Even a poor person who himself subsists on charity is 
obligated in this requirement. This obligation can be fulfilled 
through any type of gift: money, food, drink, or clothing. Optimally, 
the gift should be substantial. If the gift is money, the amount 
should enable the poor person to purchase bread sufficient for 
at least one meal. At the very least, each gift must be worth at 
least a perutah (monetary value of a quarter). The gifts should be 
given during the day of Purim rather than at night. It is proper to 
give them after the reading of the Megillah. One should not give 
these gifts from money which has been set aside for donating 
to charity. However, one may add a small amount to the money 
which was set aside and then give the larger amount to the poor 
so as to fulfill the obligation. Money which one has designated for 
giving to the poor on Purim may not be given to another charity. 
The obligation of giving gifts to the poor on Purim does not free 
a person from his general obligation to give charity. Even poor 
people are required to give charity at least once a year aside from 
their obligation to give gifts to the poor on Purim. These gifts 
should be given early enough so that the poor person can benefit 
from them on Purim and for the festive Purim meal. However, 
the recipient may use these gifts in any way that he sees fit. The 
gifts should not be given before Purim, lest the poor person use 

them beforehand, in which case the donor will not have fulfilled 
his obligation. We do not attempt to determine whether the 
recipient is indeed poor, whoever stretches out his hand is to be 
given a gift. If there are no poor people in his community, the 
gifts which one usually gives should be set aside until he has an 
opportunity to give them to the poor. We should spend at least as 
much on Matanos L’Evyonim, Gifts for the Needy, as we spend 
on our Purim Seudah and Mishloach Manos. In light of all of the 
above complicated laws it is recommended to make the rabbi of 
the shul your agent to fulfill this mitzvah properly. I am available 
to accept your donations for this great opportunity, and will 
faithfully deliver the money to the appropriate people on Purim 
on your behalf. You may come to my home: 7119 Bremerton Ct., 
Dallas 75252 to appoint me as your agent to deliver your Matanos 
L’Evyonim on Purim. — Rabbi Yaakov Rich.

 » CTC Mishloach Manos Fundraiser: Sending food gifts to 
friends and family—is one of the four Mitzvot performed on 
Purim. It is a heartfelt way to emphasize the Jewish unity that 
lies at the core of the Purim holiday... and to create meaningful 
connections within our own community at the same time. 
Through this project, you can participate in the sending of 
a beautiful gift basket to your friends and family that will be 
delivered to them on Purim, Thursday, March 21, 2019. Please 
note, if you participate in our Mishloach Manos Project, you 
still need to send at least one mishloach manos with two 
different foods for each adult member of the family in order 
to properly fulfill the commandment. IT’S A MITZVAH; IT’S 
GREAT FUN; AND WITH CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM 
IT’S EASIER THAN EVER! HERE’S HOW IT WORKS For 
just $5.00 per recipient, you can participate in the sending of a 
beautiful gift basket to anyone on our membership list. Every 
family on the list will receive one gift package, along with a Purim 
card that lists all the people who participated in their package.  
For example, if you are sent a Mishloach Manos package from 
more than one individual, you will still only receive one basket; all 
those people sending you the Mishloach Manos will be listed on 
the card. Due to the convenience of running a mishloach manos 
fundraiser online, you will be able to easily place your orders at 
http://toraschaimdallas.happypurim.com. We think you’ll love 
this ordering process. WHAT YOU NEED TO DO Everyone 
in our community is receiving a personalized code, similar to a 
password, for accessing the website. Please keep your personal 
code in a safe place and do not share it with anyone. Your login 
code is: XXXXX-XXXXX. Enter your code and your last name as 
instructed at http://toraschaimdallas.happypurim.com and click 
“Login.”  A detailed list of pricing and instructions will show up 
once you have logged in. Click “Continue” to verify, complete and/
or modify your personal information. Click “Save & Continue” at 
the bottom of that page to proceed to the order page. When you 
are finished making your selections, click the “Order” button to 
pay for your order.  Please note: Your own name will not appear 
on your list when you log on to your account. You also have the 
opportunity to “reciprocate.”  If you select this option at the top 
of the “My Mishloach Manot” page, anyone selecting your name, 
whom you did not check on your list, will be added to your 
order at an additional charge of $5.00 each. You will receive a 
second charge on your credit card when this is calculated after 
the deadline. We will send you an email receipt for this charge. 
By making a generous donation of $180.00 you can send to the 
entire list – this is a tremendous discount! ALL ORDERS MUST 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by the members of the Guarantee Kiddush Club: Pinchas & Tricia Sutkin, Yaakov & Susan Rich, Ben 
& Lauren Nise, Eli Goldberg, Yerachmiel & Shira Martin, Josh & Lisa Rothstein. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by Ehoud & 
Shoshana Wilson on the Yahrtzeits of Shoshana’s aunts: Rus bas Meir (14 Adar) and Naomi bas Meir (9 Adar). Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-

835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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BE PLACED BY Tuesday, March 19, 2019 11:00 PM. BILLING 
Although Congregation Toras Chaim is handling all packaging 
and delivery, HappyPurim.com is handling our online ordering 
and credit card charges will be from HappyPurim.com.  Please be 
assured that your email address and other personal information 
will not be shared with any other entity. Should you have any 
questions, forget your personal login code, or would like a paper 
order form, please call Rabbi Yaakov Rich at (972) 835-6016, or 
email rabbi@toraschaimdallas.org .

 �ABSOLUTELY:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 You shall remember what Amalek did to you on the way, 
when you went out of Egypt, how he happened upon you on the way 
and cut off all the stragglers at your rear, when you were faint and 
weary, and he did not fear G-d. [Therefore,] it will be, when HASHEM 
your G-d grants you respite from all your enemies around [you] in 
the land which HASHEM, your G-d, gives to you as an inheritance 
to possess, that you shall obliterate the remembrance of Amalek from 
beneath the heavens. You shall not forget! (Devarim 17-19)
 Here we have a Mitzvah opportunity to recall what Amalek 
did to us when we went out of Egypt. Even though there is a general 
admonition against holding grudges this one is an exception. We are 
reminded to remember it forever and that is what we do each year on 
the Shabbos prior to Purim. The puzzlement of this practice is that 
we seem to be countermanding another important principle.
 King Solomon, the wisest of all men, was the one who coined 
the phrase, “The memory of the righteous will be for a blessing, but 
name of wicked will rot!” (Mishlei 10:7) Wisdom dictates that the 
name of the wicked should naturally disappear. Yet we find ourselves 
reviving the memory of Amalek. We are told to never forget to 
remember to obliterate the remembrance of Amalek. We may be 
better off forgetting about Amalek and let his memory just fade like a 
bad dream.
 We can perhaps employ a few brief approaches. Amalek is 
an ever present and lurking danger. We are being told not to fall into 
a false sense of security and to remember as a cautionary note. Don’t 
forget there’s a criminal still at large. There is also a clear mandate 
here to actually to lead him to his ultimate destiny which is total 
annihilation, as Bilaam too prophesized, “The first nation (to attack 
was) Amalek, and his ultimate end is destruction.” Bamidbar 24:20)
 The Malbim on Mishlei offers a different type of solution. 
We have here a distinction between the “memory” of a person versus 
his “name”. He explains that the memory refers to the reputation 
that a person’s deeds create in the world while the name refers to the 
essential identity of a man. “The verse sharply contrasts the righteous 
person with the wicked. Even the impression left by the mere deeds 
of a righteous man will be remembered for a blessing while the not 
merely their deeds but the very essence of the wicked, the entire 
record of their being in this world will rot away leaving no trace.”
 It seems there is a huge distinction to be made between 
being famous and being infamous. Himmler, his name should be 
erased, said about Hitler, his name should be erased, “In the 1930’s 
he was a mentch (a man). In the early 1940’s he was an uber mentch 
(a superman), and in the mid 1940’s he was os mentch (he wasn’t 
even human).” Adolph was a common German name that has fallen 
seriously in popularity. No person could feel comfortable walking the 

planet now with a family name Hitler. The name is widely known 
but the reputation is one of one of infamy. He is poster child of 
wickedness and cruelty in the annals of history. That is a rotten name.
 At the dinner table some 9 years back my little son asked 
casually, “Will Avraham Avinu still be known 1000 years from 
now?” We chuckled. It was so cute. We discussed that maybe it was 
charming and funny because a little 5 years old was speaking of such 
large numbers or maybe it was funny because of course he will be 
known 1000 years from now. He has been known for the past 3700 
years. Why should it ever desist? Avraham is a famous name. He was 
blessed, his reputation is blessed, his memory is a source of blessing 
and his blessed children should never forget and remember always to 
oppose the absolute opponents of blessing absolutely. 

 �TORAH TOTS: VAYIKRO
 As if our adventures in the Midbar aren’t spicy enough 
with the Eirev rav and all... Hashem commands the Bnei Yisroel to 
build a Mishkan as a sign of healing and just as Moshe’s about to 
offer the first sacrifice, Hashem adds salt to the mixture...
Salt. This Midrash is all about salt. Apparently Hashem’s had a soft 
spot for salt since day two of creation. Here’s what happened: Once 
the chaos of creation cleared, day two brought on a new challenge. 
The waters just ran rampant - up in the heavens, down on earth, 
mixing and sloshing with no clear divide. Hashem commanded the 
waters to divide into “heavenly waters” above the earth, and lower 
waters that cover the earth.
 Well, that was fine for the “heavenly” water. They got to 
be closer to Shamayim. But what about the water that got stuck on 
earth. They too yearned to be close to Hashem. That’s where the salt 
comes in. To comfort the lower waters, Hashem made a pact with 
the sea that its salt would be placed on any Korban that would be 
put on the Mizbayach. Additionally, fresh water would be poured 
on the Mizbayach every Sukkot in a special service called Nisuch 
Ha’mayim (water libation).
 So here’s a good question: Why wait until Sukkot? Why 
not splash the Mizbayach with fresh water everytime? (Don’t worry, 
the heavenly fire can cut through a little dampness if necessary!). 
One answer is that all water eventually makes it up to the sky by 
evaporation. It is only the salt of the sea that is condemned to earth 
permanently.
 Salt is a sign of the covenant between Hashem and the 
Jewish people. Just as no person can live without salt, the world 
cannot survive without the study of Torah. That’s why we place salt 
on the table at meal time to remind us to speak words of Torah at 
the table where people are eating.
 As long as there were Mishkan and Bait Hamikdash 
korbanot, salt was an important part of the Avodah. When the Bait 
Hamikdash was destroyed, salt found its way to the table of every 
Jewish home. Our Rabbis teach that the table in a Jewish home is 
like a Mizbayach. Whenever we eat bread, we should sprinkle some 
salt on it to remind us that we are in the presence of Hashem.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, March 15th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–
7:00P

 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:17P
Shabbos Day, March 16th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for Men & Women–6:05P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–6:35P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–7:05P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:26P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:20P
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
� CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: TBD at Ariella Bush’s home
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


