
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

March 22-23, 2019  16 Adar II, 5779  Shabbos Tzav
Mincha: 7:00P / Candlelighting: 7:22P  Shabbos Ends 8:31P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, March 22nd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:22P

Shabbos Day, March 23rd

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for Men & Women–6:10P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–6:40P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–7:10P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:31P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:25P
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Refalal Tevya ben Sara (Uncle of Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark) 
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Yehoshua Yisroel ben Rivka Devorah (Brother of Gail Bacharach)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Zvika bas Chana Esther (Aunt of Josh Rothstein)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Thank You: Special thanks to all who made this year’s Purim seudah 

such a spectacular event. We specifically want to recognize: Moshe 
& Ariella Bush for underwriting the food costs, and decorating the 
three rooms; Ehoud Wilson for cooking the best Chinese in Dallas; 
and Lisa Rothstein, Rebbetzin Susan Rich and Yerachmiel Martin for 
clean up and restoration.

 �ROOM FOR A BROOM:  RABBI M. KAMENETZKY
 This week’s portion begins with Hashem telling Moshe to 
teach Ahron and his children a few laws. Hashem does not tell Moshe 
to speak to Ahron, He does not even tell Moshe to teach Ahron. He 
tells Moshe “Tzav es Ahron.” Command Ahron.
 “Tzav,” Rashi explains, “is a very powerful word. It means 
command with a charge that is to be executed with speed and 
diligence. The word tzav,” Rashi continues, “is also used only for 
situations that have eternal ramifications.” If we analyze the next few 
commands, we may be left wondering: why do those charges need the 
powerful preface Tzav?
 The next verse is about the Korban Olah. A Korban Olah is a 
sacrifice that is committed entirely to Hashem, no part of the animal, 
save the skin, is left for human benefit or consumption. The person 
who brings it wants to make sure that it is offered within the highest 
standards of Halacha. The admonition, tzav surely is appropriate. 
However, the Torah only spends one verse on the Olah. It proceeds 
to tell us about the daily cleaning of the ashes of the altar. A Kohen 
must wear linen vestments, remove the ashes, and place them near 
the altar.
 Why is this menial job mentioned together with the holy 
Olah? To what end does it merit the powerful command, tzav?

 The Steipler Gaon, Rabbi Yisrael Yaakov Kanievski, was a 
paradigm of holiness. The stories about his sanctity were well known 
throughout the Torah community. At seventeen, he had already 
survived the Russian army without compromising Shabbos or 
Kashrut.
 The Steipler was not known for lengthy conversation. He 
had lost his hearing standing as a sentry on freezing Siberian nights 
during his tenure in the Czar’s army. People would write questions to 
him or beseech him to pray on behalf of the sick or unfortunate. The 
Steipler would read the note, hardly lift his eyes from the large volume 
on his old table, and would start to pray. He would often condense his 
advice into on or two sentences, but it would be potent. People asked, 
and he gave answers. Within days miraculous salvation came. And so 
did the people. They stood in lines outside his modest home, and the 
very old man would find the time to see anyone who walked in with 
the problems of the world bearing down on his or her shoulder.
 An aspiring young man, whose quest was to be as great 
a scholar as the Steipler himself, came with a problem. The young 
man felt that this particular predicament was impeding his spiritual 
growth and surely a man like Rabbi Kanievski, who persevered in the 
face of life-threatening problems, could relate to his!
 The young man had written the situation in detail for the 
Steipler to grasp its severity. “Every Friday,” wrote the young man, 
“I come home from Yeshiva, and the scene in the house leads me 
to despair. The table is not set, the kitchen is hardly clean, and the 
children are not bathed! What should I do? How can I concentrate 
on my studies when I have such problems?” The aspiring scholar 
expected the Steipler to advise him how to deal with a wife that was 
not keeping to his standard.
 The Steipler looked up from the paper and made a grave 
face. The young man smiled. The Steipler must have realized the 
severity of the situation. Then he spoke in his heavy Russian-accented 
Yiddish. “You really want to know what to do?” The young man 
nodded eagerly. The Steipler looked austere.
“TAKE A BROOM!”
 Rabbeinu Yonah of Girondi (1180-1263) explains the 
juxtaposition of the command to sweep ashes with that of the Korban 
Olah. A person must realize that sometimes what is considered 
menial work in human eyes merits the highest accord in Hashem’s 
eyes. The mitzvah of sweeping the Altar is prefaced with the word tzav 
and placed next to the Korban Olah. One must realize that the little, 
unglorified acts also yield great sanctity. In the quest for spirituality, 
one must never demean the simple chores. For no matter how holy 
one is, there is always room for a broom. 

 �TORAH TOTS: TZAV
 You might think that a Kohain would turn in his priestly 
garments for a pair of jeans and a tee-shirt when it comes to such 
lowly temple tasks like removing the ashes from the Mizbayach. But 
that’s not the case.
 As a matter of fact, the Torah especially mentions two 
priestly garments, the pants and the tunic (apron) to make sure that 
there’s no mistaking the matter. Even though we’re talking about a 
mere spoonful of ashes, some neat-freak Kohain might get the idea 
that he could spare his tunic and pants from the cleaners if he just 
changed into a pair of overalls or shifts them off to the side. But the 
Torah teaches us that a little stain in Hashem’s name is OK. In other 
words, there are no lowly jobs in the Mishkan, - it’s all part of the 
service to Hashem.
 Indeed, every Jew must humble himself in the service of 
Hashem. Even King David was known to skip and dance before the 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Suzanne Luftig in honor of her husband, Jeff, turning 55. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is 
sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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holy Aron as it made its way through the streets of Yerushalayim. 
Similarly, the great sages, Hillel and Rabban Gamliel, let down their 
guard during Simchat Bait Hashoeva (celebration of the drawing of 
water) on Sukkot, in the Bait Hamikdash and danced wildly during 
the celebrations.
 You can also take a lesson from Shevet Levi: If anyone 
had a reason to complain about lowly jobs, it was the Leviyim. 
This shevet, which had the highest status in all of Bnei Yisroel, was 
reduced to a team of ‘shleppers’, packing and carrying the kaylim 
of the Mishkan through the desert. This teaches a lesson - that 
one must overlook one’s own honor and status in order to honor 
Hashem. It also teaches that all jobs in the Mishkan are of equal 
importance to Hashem.
 The Talmud tells a story of one particular Kohain Gadol, 
Yissachar of K’far Barkai, who decided that his hands were too 
sensitive to touch the blood and meat of the Korbanot. He insisted 
upon wearing a pair of silk gloves whenever he performed the 
Avoda in the Bait Hamikdash. This silky smooth style, however, did 
not sit well with the heavenly court which decreed that his hands be 
cut off as a punishment for his degrading delinquency.
 Here’s how that decree panned out: One day, the 
Hasmonean king and queen got into a royal dispute. The king 
insisted that goat meat was the best meat around. The queen 
insisted that lamb is number one. There was only one way to settle 
the dispute - ask the Kohain Gadol. He got to taste all the meat left 
over from the daily sacrifices. He’d surely know which meat was 
superior.
 So they sent for Yissachar the Kohain Gadol. When 
Yissachar heard the nature of the argument, he waved his hand in 
the air as if to say, “What is this silly question?” He replied, “Lamb, 
of course, is the better meat. That’s why the Torah commands us to 
sacrifice the lamb twice a day.”
 Well, the king was willing to accept a defeat over the 
dispute about meat, but was taken aback by the insubordinate 
waving gesture. How dare the Kohain Gadol brush off a royal 
request as unimportant! The king decreed that Yissachar’s right 
hand be chopped off.
 Just as they were about to carry out the punishment, 
Yissachar bribed the guard to chop off his left hand instead of his 
right. After his left hand had been cut off, the king got wind of the 
waver’s bribe, and in a rage ordered the Kohain’s right hand to be 
cut off as well. Now Yissachar had no hands and thus the decree of 
the heavenly court was carried out by the Hasmonean king.
 This story teaches us that in the eyes of royalty, even 
the smallest request, insignificant as it may seem, is of great 
consequence. If a hand gesture by the Kohain Gadol could be 
so severely punished, imagine the honor that we must bestow 
upon even the most seemingly insignificant commandments that 
Hashem places before us.
 But don’t throw away the old clothes yet. There is, however, 
one situation where the Kohain must switch clothes to serve 
Hashem.
 The Torah tells us that when the pile of ashes gets so big 
that it covers the Mizbayach completely, and there is no more room 
for Karbanot, the ashes must be gathered up and transported out 
of the three camps (or outside Yerushalayim, in the case of the Bait 

Hamikdash). In this case, since the Kohain will be moving a great 
deal of ashes, he would be very likely to soil his good garments. 
Therefore, a Kohain must change out of his regular garments and 
change into older, more worn priestly garments to do the dirty 
work. Once the dirty work is done, he should change into his clean 
garments to perform the other services.
 As the Sages teach us: It is not proper for a servant to serve 
his master in the same stained clothes that he wears in the kitchen 
sweating over a hot stove. When he serves his master he must put 
on clean clothes.
 From this we also learn the importance of changing 
into our best clothing in honor of the Shabbat, after having worn 
something else while performing the menial tasks in preparation 
for this holy day. This applies especially to women, who generally 
do not attend the synagogue on Friday evening. 

 �PARSHA QUESTIONS: TZAV
1. What separated the kohen’s skin from the priestly garments? 6:3 - 

Nothing.
2. How often were the ashes removed from upon the mizbe’ach?  How 

often were they removed from next to the mizbe’ach? 6:4    A) Every 
day. B) Whenever there was a lot.

3. If someone extinguishes the fire on the mizbe’ach, how many Torah 
violations has he transgressed? 6:6 - Two.

4. The portion of a flour-offering offered on the mizbe’ach may not be 
chametz. But is the kohen’s portion allowed to be chametz? 6:10 - No.

5. When a kohen is inaugurated, what offering must he bring? 6:13 - A 
korban mincha -- A tenth part of an ephah of flour.

6. What three baking processes were used to prepare the korban of 
Aharon and his sons? 6:14 - Boiling, baking in an oven and frying in 
a pan.

7. What is the difference between a minchat kohen and a minchat 
Yisrael? 6:15 - The minchat kohen is burned completely. Only a 
handful of the minchat Yisrael is burned, and the remainder is eaten 
by the kohanim.

8. When is a kohen disqualified from eating from a chatat? 6:19 - If he is 
tamei (spiritually impure) at the time of the sprinkling of the blood.

9. What is the difference between a copper and earthenware vessel 
regarding removing absorbed tastes? 6:21 - One can remove an 
absorbed taste from a copper vessel by scouring and rinsing, whereas 
such a taste can never be removed from an earthenware vessel.

10. Can an animal dedicated as an asham be replaced with another 
animal? 7:1 - No.

11. How does an asham differ from all other korbanot? 7:3 - It can only be 
brought from a ram or sheep.

12. Unlike all other korbanot, what part of the ram or sheep may be 
placed on the mizbe’ach? 7:3 - The tail.

13. What three types of kohanim may not eat from the asham? 7:7 - A 
t’vul yom (a tamei kohen who immersed in a mikveh yet awaits sunset 
to become tahor); A mechusar kipurim (a tamei person who has gone 
to the mikveh but has yet to bring his required offering); An onan (a 
mourner prior to the burial of the deceased).

14. In which four instances is a korban todah brought? 7:12 - Upon safe 
arrival from an ocean voyage; Upon safe arrival from a desert journey; 
Upon being freed from prison; Upon recovering from illness.

15. Until when may a todah be eaten according to the Torah? Until when 
according to Rabbinic decree? 7:15 - (a) Until the morning. (b) Until 
midnight.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, March 22nd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–
7:00P

 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:22P
Shabbos Day, March 23rd

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for Men & Women–6:10P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–6:40P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–7:10P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:31P

�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:25P
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
� CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: TBD at Ariella Bush’s home
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


