
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

July 19-20, 2019  17 Tammuz, 5779  Shabbos Balak
Mincha: 7:00P / Candlelighting: 8:16P  Shabbos Ends 9:24P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, July 19th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Was Pinchas a Rodeif? Friday Night Between Kabbalos Shabbos 

& Maariv (for men) 30 mins. Sponsored by Avi Riber for $125
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:16P

Shabbos Day, July 20th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush & Speech–8:30A
 » Bilaam, Badmouthing, and Black Magic: Shabbos Morning ap-

proximately 11:30A (for men & women) 1 hr. Sponsored by Ben 
& Lauren Nise for $250

 » Lessons in Shalom Bayis from the Donkey 7:05P (for men & 
women) 1 hr. Sponsored by Josh & Lisa Rothstein for $250

 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men & women in shul–8:05P
 » The Broken Luchos and Broken Relationships: During Shalosh 

Seudos (for men & women) 30 mins. Sponsorship Available (Your 
Name/Dedication Here) $250

 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:24P

 �THREE WEEKS
 » Motzei Shabbos begins restrictions of Three Weeks: No wed-

dings, music, haircuts or shaving (Speak to the rabbi for personal 
questions related to Three Weeks)

 » Sunday Morning Fast Begins 5:21A
 » Sunday Evening Fast Ends 9:15P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:15P
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Yitzchok ben Sorah (Yitzchok Ellis)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Refalal Tevya ben Sara (Uncle of Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Raizel Bina bas Sorah (Raizel Palmer)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Congregation Toras Chaim welcomes Rabbi Meir Riber, who 

is visiting our shul for Shabbos to present a series of inspira-
tional Talks for Our Time: Meaningful Discussions with Maxi-
mal Impact. There is no cost for attending. Shabbation and indi-
vidual shiur sponsorships are available and encouraged.

Shabbaton Sponsored Anonymously for $1,000 in honor of Rabbi 
and Susan Rich. It is very exciting to look back  see how much we 
and our fellow CTC congregants have grown in Yiddishkeit and 
learning over the years. The extent of this growth would have not 

been possible without the hard work and dedication of Rabbi and 
Susan Rich. With the help of Hashem, we look forward to even more 
growth in the years to come with the support and encouragement of 
the Rabbi, Susan and the rest of the CTC community!

• Was Pinchas a Rodeif? Friday Night Between Kabbalos Shab-
bos & Maariv (for men) 30 mins. Sponsored by Avi Riber for 
$125

• Bilaam, Badmouthing, and Black Magic: Shabbos Morning 
Following Kiddush (for men & women) 1 hr. Sponsored by Ben 
& Lauren Nise for $250

• Lessons in Shalom Bayis from the Donkey: One Hour Before 
Mincha (for men & women) 1 hr. Sponsored by Josh & Lisa 
Rothstein for $250

• The Broken Luchos and Broken Relationships: During Sha-
losh Seudos (for men & women) 30 mins. Sponsorship Avail-
able (Your Name/Dedication Here) $250

Before coming to Philadelphia, Rabbi Riber acquired thirteen 
years of teaching experience at Yeshivas Aish HaTorah 
Yerushalayim – ten years of which was spent as a senior 
Maggid Shiur and Mashgiach. Throughout his tenure, he helped 
hundreds of bochurim chart their course as true B’nei Torah, as 
well as served as a spiritual guide for married couples at all stages 
of life.  He is also known to have forged close relationships with 
countless students extending far beyond their official enrollment 
at the yeshiva.

Rabbi Meir Riber began his journey in Denver, Colorado, where 
he was born and raised. While in Denver, he learned in Yeshivas 
Toras Chaim of Denver. He then went on to learn in Yeshivas 
Mir Yerushalayim, under the tutelage of Rav Asher Arieli.  After 
his formative stretch at the Mir, he moved back to America to 
learn in Lakewood, where he met his wife, Rebbetzin Penina 
Riber (nee, Brody). Rebbetzin Riber is originally from Silver 
Spring, Maryland, and is a granddaughter of Rav Shlomo Zalman 
Braun zt”l – Rav of K’hal Shaarei Tziyon in Flatbush, and author 
of ‘Shearim Metzuyanim B’Halacha’, a commentary on Shulchan 
Aruch and Shas.

After learning in Kollel in Lakewood, Rav Riber and his wife 
moved to Eretz Yisroel where he returned to Yeshivas Mir 
Yerushalyim. While in the Mir he learned under Rav Asher 
Arieli, continued on to multiple Chaburas, and ultimately earned 
rabbinic ordination in Issur V’Heter from Rav Zalman Nechemia 
Goldberg. This was the springboard which led him to Aish 
HaTorah, and ultimately to Northeast Philadelphia.

 » Sheimos Pickup
• Sheimos Pickup on Sunday, July 28.
• Boxes are 16”x12”x12”. $18 each.
• Sheimos will only be picked up in these special boxes.
• Email/Text Rabbi Rich immediately to order your boxes.
• Pickup will be at CTC. You will need to deliver your filled boxes 

to the shul.
• Sheimos pickup and disposal is under the supervision of Rabbi 

Zalman Dubrawsky

 �ZEIDY:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 Bilaam raised his eyes and saw Israel dwelling according 
to its tribes, and the spirit of G-d rested upon him. He took up his 
parable and said, “The word of Bilaam the son of Beor and the word 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Josef and Ehoud Wilson on the occasion of the yahartzeit of our father, Daniel ben Avraham, that was 
on 7 Tammuz. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring 

kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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of the man with an open eye. The word of the one who hears G-d’s 
sayings, who sees the vision of the Almighty, fallen yet with open 
eyes. How goodly are your tents, O Yaakov, your dwelling places, O 
Israel! (Bamidbar 24:2-5)
 How goodly are your tents: For he saw that the entrances 
were not facing each other. – Rashi
 Oh Bilaam wanted to curse the Jewish People. He was 
in search of a chink in their armor, a point of vulnerability. He 
would have loved to discover something to be critical about but 
rather, amazingly enough, though, he found no such thing! Just the 
opposite! He was greatly impressed by the grandeur of the Jewish 
Nation, in particular the Jewish home.
 What exactly did he notice? Rashi shares one serious 
observation. Bilaam saw that the entrances to the tents were set 
up in such a fashion that they were not facing each other. What’s 
special about that? It strongly indicates sensitivity to modesty and 
the sanctity of family life. So what impressed him? He saw nothing, 
nothing happening! That’s what he saw! That “nothing” though, was 
totally novel. People conducting themselves with modesty, living a 
pure existence is really something.
 I can still recall my first Shabbos more than 38 years 
ago. I didn’t expect to find what I found. It was a Shabbaton and 
some twenty odd people, seekers like me, were joining together for 
Shabbos. Each was assigned to a house where we were hosted for 
sleeping and the meals. That Friday Night meal remains etched in 
my psyche forever. I was shocked and shocked that I was shocked. It 
was simple as a dimple. There we sat, a whole family of children over 
a wide range of ages, a father and mother, and me, gathered around 
the hearth of a candelabra, eating and singing and shmuzing with 
ease.
 Looking back years later, it’s not that I even recall anything 
that anybody said but rather it what wasn’t said that affected me. 
No arguing or fighting over what channel to watch, but rather real 
fun conversation, normal and wholesome which spelled out to me 
holiness. I was experiencing holiness.
 Then after the Shabbos I found myself sitting by the 
breakfast table writing down ideas and impressions, while the 
mother of the family was washing dishes, and a Jewish radio station 
played music in the background. One song caught my attention and 
shook me to my core. Moshe Yess, the Megama Duo band had a 
song with lyrics, “Zeidy made me laugh…Zeidy made a Kiddush 
Friday Night… Zeidy o my Zeidy how I loved him so…” I was 
immediately reminded of my great grandfather. I tuned in to the 
light and bouncy tune and the words. The narrative of the song 
continued to describe how the young man went to summer camp 
to run and play only to receive word, the “Zeidy died – and all his 
books were packed up and stored away…” Then the song shifts to 
a future mode, and this really knocked me out. “Who will be the 
Zeidy of our children? Who will be their Zeidy if not we?” My eyes 
were pouring out tears like faucets.
 Not long afterward I was studying in Yeshiva, and frankly 
it wasn’t easy. Learning Aramaic and Hebrew and focusing Talmud 
all day was hard and it took a while to develop the requisite skills 
and stamina. In the meantime what sustained me were those 
Shabbos meals by Rebbeim with large families singing and eating 
harmoniously together. I would go back to the dorm and cry myself 

to sleep saying, “I want that for myself! I don’t care if I have to eat 
glass or learn Aramaic. I want that!” Years later… a friend calls me 
up and asks me if I will be open to saying a Brocho by his daughter’s 
Chupah. I agree! Moments later he texts me, “What’s your title?” (So 
they can know how to call me up) I text him back. “Honestly my 
most honored title is Zeidy!” 

 �TORAH TOTS: PARSHAS BALAK
 According to our sages, Bilam’s talking donkey was one of ten (or 
fifteen, depending on the source) things created during the twilight hour 
before the First Shabbat of Creation.
 Other “twilight” creations include:
 The rainbow which Hashem showed Noach after the Mabul 
(flood);
 The mouth of the earth that swallowed Korach and his men;
 The opening of Miriam’s well that accompanied the Bnei Yisroel 
in the desert;
 The Mann that the Bnei Yisrael ate in the Midbar (desert).
 The miracle performing staff of Moshe.
 The Shamir - a thread-like worm, which, when placed upon 
any rock would split it. This amazing worm was used to cut the stones 
for the building of Shlomo Hamelech’s (King Solomon) Bait Hamikdash 
(holy temple), since it was forbidden to use any metal tools during the 
construction.
 The Luchot upon which Hashem would engrave the Aseret 
Hadibrot (ten commandments). They were two translucent blocks, six 
handbreadths long by six handbreadths wide by three handbreadths thick. 
The lettering (Alef-Bet) and the words that were engraved in the Luchot 
were also created at this time. These letters, which appeared to float, could 
be read from all four sides.
 There is also a tradition that Shaidim - demons- were created 
at twilight, as well as the burial place of Moshe, and the ram sacrificed by 
Avrohom instead of Yitzchok his son, during the Akaida.
 A further tradition relates that the cave where Moshe, and later 
Eliyahu Hanavi (the prophet Elijah) hid, was also created at that time as 
well as the staff of Aharon, and the “garments” of Adam.
 There is also an opinion to the effect that the Clouds of Glory 
that protected the Bnei Yisrael in the desert were created at the same time.
 All these miraculous creations have one thing in common. They 
each had a very special place in this world. And yet, by nature, they are not 
of this world. You might say they are residents of “The Twilight Zone.”
 The miracle of the talking donkey was meant to impress upon 
Bilam that speech is a gift from Hashem. Just as He could invest a dumb 
beast with the power of speech, so He would prevent Bilam from making 
any unfavorable utterances against the Bnei Yisroel.
 But Bilam did not get the message.
 The talking donkey clearly demonstrates the extent of Bilam’s 
wickedness and the intensity of his desire to harm the Bnei Yisroel.
 His vindictive cruelty was so great and his nature so corrupt, 
and his lust for money so immense, that he remained oblivious to all these 
promptings, and persisted in his intent to curse the Bnei Yisroel.
 Yet as soon as the donkey finished speaking, the Malach killed it, 
because Hashem is merciful even towards the wicked, and wanted to spare 
Bilam the disgrace of people saying of the donkey, “Here is the animal that 
silenced Bilam. Here is the animal that put Bilam to shame!” Hashem is 
concerned with human dignity, even Bilam’s.
 Another reason the Malach killed the donkey is so that the 
pagans would not make an idol out of such a wondrous creature. Since it 
had now fulfilled the specific task assigned to it since the days of creation - 
to speak on this occasion, it could no longer continue living in any case.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, July 19th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–
7:00P

 » Was Pinchas a Rodeif? Friday Night Between 
Kabbalos Shabbos & Maariv (for men) 30 mins. Sponsored by 
Avi Riber for $125

 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:16P
Shabbos Day, July 20th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8:00A
 » Shacharis followed by Kiddush & Speech–8:30A
 » Bilaam, Badmouthing, and Black Magic: Shabbos Morning 

approximately 11:30A (for men & women) 1 hr. Sponsored by 
Ben & Lauren Nise for $250

 » Lessons in Shalom Bayis from the Donkey 7:05P (for men & 
women) 1 hr. Sponsored by Josh & Lisa Rothstein for $250

 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men & women in shul–8:05P
 » The Broken Luchos and Broken Relationships: During Sha-

losh Seudos (for men & women) 30 mins. Sponsorship Avail-
able (Your Name/Dedication Here) $250

 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:24P

 �THREE WEEKS
 » Motzei Shabbos begins restrictions of Three Weeks: No wed-

dings, music, haircuts or shaving (Speak to the rabbi for per-
sonal questions related to Three Weeks)

 » Sunday Morning Fast Begins 5:21A
 » Sunday Evening Fast Ends 9:15P

Good Shabbos


