
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

July 26-27, 2019  24 Tammuz, 5779  Shabbos Pinchas
Mincha: 7:00P / Candlelighting: 8:12P  Shabbos Ends 9:19P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, July 26th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:12P

Shabbos Day, July 27th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8:00A
 » Shacharis–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for Men & Women–6:30P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–7:30P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–8:00P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:19P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:10P
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Yitzchok ben Sorah (Yitzchok Ellis)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Refalal Tevya ben Sara (Uncle of Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Raizel Bina bas Sorah (Raizel Palmer)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Sheimos Pickup

• Sheimos Pickup on Sunday, July 28. You will need to deliver 
your filled boxes to the shul.

• Boxes are 16”x12”x12”. $18 each.
• Sheimos will only be picked up in these special boxes.
• Email/Text Rabbi Rich immediately to order your boxes.
• Sheimos pickup and disposal is under the supervision of Rabbi 

Zalman Dubrawsky
 » Expert Sofer Visiting Dallas: Rabbi Yerachmiel Askotzky of Is-

rael, an expert in all areas of Safrus (writing, checking and main-
tenance of Torah scrolls, Tefillin and Mezuzos) will be in Dallas 
July 30 to Aug 7 and ready to serve the community with Safrus 
needs. Due to the high volume of work expected, you are encour-
aged to reserve a spot as soon as possible. For more information 
or to make an appointment, please reach Rabbi Sionit at rabbi@
sephardictorahcenter.org. Below is a list of some of the services 
he is offering:
• Mezuza Checking: $10 per Mezuza
• Tefillin Checking: $100 per pair
• Retzu’os Tefillin (high quality Tefillin straps): $100 per pair
• Assorted Mezuzos for Sale (Sephardic & Ashkenazi in various 

qualities)

 �KEEP THE PEACE:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 Then an Israelite man came and brought the Midianite 

woman to his brethren, before the eyes of Moshe and before the 
eyes of the entire congregation of the Children of Israel, while they 
were weeping at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. Pinchus the 
son of Eleazar the son of Aaron the Kohen saw this, arose from 
the congregation, and took a spear in his hand. He went after the 
Israelite man into the chamber and drove [it through] both of them; 
the Israelite man, and the woman through her stomach, and the 
plague ceased from the children of Israel. Those that died in the 
plague numbered twenty four thousand. HASHEM spoke to Moshe, 
saying: Pinchus the son of Eleazar the son of Aaron the Kohen has 
turned My anger away from the children of Israel by his zealously 
avenging Me among them, so that I did not destroy the children 
of Israel because of My zeal. Therefore, say, “I hereby give him My 
covenant of peace. (Bamidbar 25:6-12)
 A peace prize for this!? Yes! It seems we must redefine 
“peace”. What it means and what it doesn’t mean. Obviously peace 
is not passivity. Peace is not yielding weakly to force. Rather peace 
is a harmonious mixture of opposites, strength and kindliness. It’s 
the surgical path to TRUTH that does the least harm and the most 
good in a just way. “All his ways are ways of pleasantness and all His 
paths are paths of peace!” The practitioner of peace is distinguished 
by the strictness he applies to himself, while reserving generosity 
for others.
 The following amazing story portrays the “way of peace”, 
it was recently circulated from a famous Mechanech Rav Shloime 
Levenstein from Eretz Yisrael: A young Rebbe turned to an older 
Rebbe, “Shalom Aleichem”, The Rebbe replied “Alechem Shalom. 
With whom do I have the honor of speaking with”? The young 
Rebbe replied “30 years ago I was a Talmid in your Cheder”.The 
older Rebbe replied “please remind me your name… oh yes I 
remember the name, and what do you do for a living?” The young 
Rebbe replied “I teach in a Cheder”. “You teach in a Cheder? That’s 
great”! “And this is all thanks to you!” “You teach because of me, 
how come”? The young Rebbe replied: “I will remind the Rebbe of 
the story and the Rebbe will understand”.
 “When I was a young boy in Cheder, one of my classmates, 
who was not yet bar mitzvah, received an expensive watch. In those 
days no one had a watch before they turned bar mitzvah. Only if 
they came from a wealthy family, they would receive a watch as a 
gift. All my classmates gathered around him to see the new watch. 
We were all jealous. During the break, the boy put the watch on his 
desk and when he returned, the watch had disappeared.
 Our Rebbe came to the classroom and told us that whoever 
took the watch must return it. Of course no one did. Then he told 
us to stand by the wall with our eyes closed and he checked our 
pockets one by one until he came to me and found the watch in 
my pocket. I was sure he would get me in big trouble, but to my 
surprise, he took the watch without anyone noticing, sat back in his 
chair, and said to the kids “I want you to know that the watch was 
not stolen; it was taken by one of the boys who just struggling with 
the Yetzer Hara. We have to give him the opportunity to fix what he 
did. This boy is not a thief and he is not a bad boy”. This Rebbe was 
you!
 I was so relieved that you told everyone to close their eyes 
so they would not know it was me. I thought that later on you will 
take me to the side and give me Musar. I waited for you to confront 
me, but as the days went by, you had not mentioned anything to me. 
Slowly, the incident was forgotten.
 And I was so amazed that I thought to myself that if this is 
what it means to be a Rebbe, then I would also want to be a Rebbe 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Avi Riber, Ben & Lauren Nise, Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson, Irwin & June Harris, Jeff & Suzanne Luftig, Josh & Lisa 
Rothstein, Moshe & Ariella Bush, Pinchas & Tricia Sutkin, Reuven & Devorah King, Rabbi & Rebbetzin Rich, and Myron & Malka Lurie, in honor of Rabbi 
Reuven & Selina Wortrich and family, who are relocating to Denver, CO. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by Rabbi Reuven Wortrich for siyum 

on tractate Eruchin. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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in Cheder. That is why I became a Melamed. “Do you remember the 
incident? Do you remember that it was me who took the watch”? 
The old Rebbe replied, “No I do not remember” “How come the 
Rebbe does not remember”? The Rebbe saw it was me”! “I did not 
see” said the Rebbe “my eyes were also closed…”
 This Rebbe did a surgery to recover the watch while 
shielding the identity and preserving the dignity of the guilty party.
 So too Pinchus did a difficult but necessary surgery to stop 
the hemorrhaging in order to restore and keep the peace. 

 �TORAH TOTS: PARSHAS BALAK
 The Parsha of Pinchas starts with:
 “And Hashem spoke to Moshe saying: Pinchas Ben Elazar Ben 
Aharon Hakohain, (Pinchas, the son of Elazar, the son of Aharon the 
Kohain), turned My anger away from the Children of Israel b’kano es 
kin’asi (in that he was jealous for My sake and avenged my vengeance). 
[25:10-11]”
 At the end of last week’s Parsha, Pinchas comes forward to 
sanctify Hashem’s name and in his merit the terrible plague that was 
ravaging the camp of Bnei Yisroel was stopped.
 There are only five Parshiot in the Torah that bear the name of 
a person, and each teaches us a very important lesson about that person. 
It is interesting that this week’s Parsha is named for Pinchas who was a 
very great tzaddik, while the Parsha right before this is called Balak, after 
the king of Moav who was not a good person. (Why? - That’s a different 
Midrash).
 There must be something significant that we can learn by 
comparing Pinchas to Balak.
 When Balak sensed that the Jewish people were threatening 
to destroy his nation, he didn’t spring into action, but rather hired other 
people (Bilam and the people of Midyan) to try to stop the Bnei Yisroel. We 
see here what a lazy person Balak was.
 On the contrary, Pinchas was a “doer.” When there was a call for 
action, he immediately stepped in to do what had to be done. He didn’t 
wait for someone else to come along and try to save his people - he felt the 
responsibility was his.
 Pinchas personified what Hillel Hazakayn (the Elder) teaches in 
Pirkei Avot, Perek 2, Mishna 5:
 “B’makom Sh’ayn A’nashim, Hishtadel L’hiyot Ish.”
 “In a situation where there are no leaders, try to be the leader.”
 “Pinchas Ben Elazar Ben Aharon Hakohain, (Pinchas, the son of 
Elazar, the son of Aharon the Kohain).”
 Why does the Torah need to list Pinchas’s yichus (lineage) all the 
way back to Aharon Hakohain?
 There were some people in Bnei Yisroel who weren’t happy 
that Pinchas took revenge against Zimri in order to sanctify the name of 
Hashem. They therefore embarrassed him and poked fun at the fact that 
his mother was a descendant of Yitro (the father-in-law of Moshe) who was 
known to be a priest for idol worshippers before he converted to Judaism. 
The Shevatim (tribes) were suspicious of Pinchas, saying that he killed 
Zimri because the trait of cruelty was embedded in him from his idol-
worshipping ancestors.
 Therefore, the Torah wanted to focus on Pinchas’ great 
grandfather, Aharon Hakohain, who was known to be a person who ran 
after peace. (Ohaiv Sholom V’rodaif Sholom). The Torah traces the lineage 
of Pinchas back to Aharon, about whom Hillel said in Pirkei Avot, (1:12), 
“Be of the disciples of Aharon, loving peace and pursuing peace, loving 
people, and bringing them closer to the Torah.”
 Pinchas inherited this trait from Aharon, and when he took 
revenge for Hashem it was only in order to restore peace and the honor of 
Hashem.

 �PARSHA Q&A: PINCHAS
1. Why was Pinchas not originally a kohen? 25:13 - Kehuna 

(priesthood) was given to Aharon and his sons (not grandsons), 
and to any of their descendants born after they were anointed. 
Pinchas, Aharon’s grandson, was born prior to the anointing.

2. Why was Moav spared the fate of Midian? 25:18 - For the sake 
of Ruth, a future descendant of Moav.

3. What does the yud and hey added to the family names testify? 
26:5 - That the families were truly children of their tribe.

4. Korach and his congregation became a “sign.” What do they 
signify? 26:10 - That kehuna was given forever to Aharon and 
his sons, and that no one should ever dispute this.

5. Why did Korach’s children survive? 26:11 - Because they 
repented.

6. Name six families in this Parsha whose names are changed. 
26:13,16,24,38,39,42 - Zerach, Ozni, Yashuv, Achiram, Shfufam, 
Shucham.

7. Who was Yaakov’s only living granddaughter at the time of the 
census? 26:46 - Serach bat Asher

8. How many years did it take to conquer the Land? How many to 
divide the Land? 26:53 - Seven years. Seven years.

9. Two brothers leave Egypt and die in the midbar. One brother 
has three sons. The other brother has only one son. When these 
four cousins enter the Land, how many portions will the one 
son get? 26:55 - Two portions. That is, the four cousins merit 
four portions among them. These four portions are then split 
among them as if their fathers were inheriting them; i.e., two 
portions to one father and two portions to the other father.

10. What do Yocheved, Ard and Na’aman have in common? 
26:24,56 - They came down to Mitzrayim in their mothers’ 
wombs.

11. Why did the decree to die in the desert not apply to the women? 
26:64 - In the incident of the meraglim, only the men wished 
to return to Egypt. The women wanted to enter Eretz Yisrael.

12. What trait did Tzlofchad’s daughters exhibit that their ancestor 
Yosef also exhibited? 27:1 - Love for Eretz Yisrael.

13. Why does the Torah change the order of Tzlofchad’s daughters’ 
names? 27:1 - To teach that they were equal in greatness.

14. Tzlofchad died for what transgression? 27:3 - Rabbi Akiva says 
that Tzlofchad gathered sticks on Shabbat. Rabbi Shimon says 
that Tzlofchad was one who tried to enter Eretz Yisrael after the 
sin of the meraglim.

15. Why did Moshe use the phrase “G-d of the spirits of all flesh”? 
27:16 - He was asking G-d, who knows the multitude of 
dispositions among the Jewish People, to appoint a leader who 
can deal with each person on that person’s level.

16. Moshe “put some of his glory” upon Yehoshua. What does this 
mean? 27:20 - That Yehoshua’s face beamed like the moon.

17. Where were the daily offerings slaughtered? 28:3 - At a spot 
opposite the sun. The morning offering was slaughtered on the 
west side of the slaughtering area and the afternoon offering 
on the east side.

18. Goats are brought as musaf sin-offerings. For what sin do they 
atone? 28:15 - For unnoticed ritual impurity of the Sanctuary 
or its vessels.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, July 26th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–
7:00P

 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:12P
Shabbos Day, July 27th

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8:00A
 » Shacharis–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for Men & Women–6:30P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–7:30P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–8:00P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:19P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00A

 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:10P
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


