
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
An intimate space…Grow at your pace.

August 2-3, 2019  2 Av, 5779  Shabbos Mattos-Massei
Mincha: 7:00P / Candlelighting: 8:07P  Shabbos Ends 9:14P

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, August 2nd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00P
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:07P

Shabbos Day, August 3rd

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8:00A
 » Shacharis–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for Men & Women–6:25P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–7:25P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–7:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:14P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00A
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:05P
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Yitzchok ben Sorah (Yitzchok Ellis)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Refalal Tevya ben Sara (Uncle of Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Raizel Bina bas Sorah (Raizel Palmer)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Rivka Basya bas Devorah (Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Expert Sofer Visiting Dallas: Rabbi Yerachmiel Askotzky of Is-

rael, an expert in all areas of Safrus (writing, checking and main-
tenance of Torah scrolls, Tefillin and Mezuzos) will be in Dallas 
July 30 to Aug 7 and ready to serve the community with Safrus 
needs. Due to the high volume of work expected, you are encour-
aged to reserve a spot as soon as possible. For more information 
or to make an appointment, please reach Rabbi Sionit at rabbi@
sephardictorahcenter.org. Below is a list of some of the services 
he is offering:
• Mezuza Checking: $10 per Mezuza
• Tefillin Checking: $100 per pair
• Retzu’os Tefillin (high quality Tefillin straps): $100 per pair
• Assorted Mezuzos for Sale (Sephardic & Ashkenazi in various 

qualities)

 �A NEW DIRECTION:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 These are the journeys of the Children of Israel who went 
forth from the land of Egypt according to their legions, under the 
hand of Moshe and Aaron. Moshe wrote their goings forth according 
to their journeys at the bidding of HASHEM, and these were their 
journeys according to their goings forth… (Bamidbar 33:1-2)
 Why does the Torah add a whole extra verse to inform us 
that Moshe wrote these journeys at the bidding of HASHEM? The 
entire Torah is according to the directives of HASHEM! What does 
that piece of information teach us? The Ohr HaChaim explains that 

Moshe had been commanded to maintain a continuous log of all the 
journeys as the events unfolded. This is only the final retrospective 
record. Great! Still, why is it important for us to know that Moshe 
had an on-going journal of the 40 year of journey of the Children 
of Israel?
 Looking back, it was probably one of the best pieces of advice 
that I had ever gotten. I was starting a job teaching businessmen in 
the “big world” “out there”. I asked a senior colleague, “Exactly which 
periodicals or magazines should I be reading to ready myself for the 
task at hand?” I was a little concerned confronting these giant-men- 
of industry feeling ill-equipped. I was thinking that that maybe a 
subscription to the Wall Street Journal or Forbes Magazine might be 
in order and I was ready to expend whatever was necessary for the 
tools of my new trade. This Rabbi looked up at me blithely and said, 
“Know your own story!” I asked him, “No newspaper or magazine 
in particular?!” He reaffirmed, “Just know your own story!”
 How wise and helpful that has been for me for many 
reasons. I immediately got busy with the unending task of writing 
what I could recall from the farthest past to the illusive very present. 
Whenever I would meet someone new the first thing I would tell 
them would be about me. “This is my story!” It becomes more clear 
to me and lucid as the process continues. Of course, there’s the 
abbreviated 30 second version and the intolerable feature length 1 
hour version. So it is, everywhere we go people want to know your 
story and to know if you know your own story. If it’s a job interview 
or a shidduch, “How did you get from there to here? Where are 
you headed? Is it a positive and inspirational story or is it a tale of 
victimhood and woes? How is it that you understand and make real 
sense out of the events of your life?”
 Rabbi Yisrael Slanter ztl. said that every person is a Musar 
Sefer-A book of lessons. That book for many still waits to written 
and lived to its fullness. The Piacezno Rebbe ztl. wrote in Tzav 
V’Zariz that a person should be able to write a book of principles 
that he or she learned from the rich experience of their life. I saw 
a keen phrase like this, “The successful person is not the one who 
makes the fewest mistakes but rather the person that learns the 
most from their mistakes.” One Rabbi had posted with a magnet 
on his refrigerator the statement, “Our definition of failure is not 
falling down but staying down.” Actually King Solomon had said 
it long ago, “The righteous one falls seven times and rises.” How 
important and valuable it is to chronicle and revisit the history of 
our lives, even the difficult and most challenging episodes.
 A fellow who had once been in a failed marriage 
and was dating a young lady with the same life experience felt 
uncomfortable opening up the subject of her past relationship. He 
needed to know what went wrong but he didn’t want to make her 
feel uncomfortable. I advised that he ask her, “What did you learn 
from your first marriage?” If she says, “Nothing!” Move on! It’s not 
possible that somebody went through such a trauma and did not 
walk out with a pocket full of solid life lessons. If nothing new was 
learned then it’s probably a repeat cycle and that you don’t want.”
 Knowing our personal history is not only an exercise in 
examining the past. It has immediate impact on matters moving 
forward! A few summers ago the Lam family went on a boating trip. I 
discovered in the “crash course” that a boat, unlike a car, a steers from 
behind. Turning the wheel on the deck tilts the rudder in the back of 
the boat and that’s what causes movement in a new direction. 

 �TORAH TOTS: PARSHAS MATTOS-MASSEI (HOW 
BILAAM DIED)

 Moshe Rabaynu was given the gift of mastery over many things: 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Yerachmiel & Shira Martin in appreciation of HaKadosh Boruch Hu for His daily miracles, and His 
niflaos and tovos at all times - evening, morning, and afternoon. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by Shmuel Rothberg for his 

siyum on tractate Brachos. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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When he ascended the heavens to receive the Torah, the Malachim (angels) 
gave him great honor. He dominated the waters, when he split the red sea; 
the land, and even nature when he brought ten plagues upon the land of 
Mitzrayim (Egypt). Egyptians would stand to give him honor when they 
saw him walking in the streets. But Bilam was another story altogether. 
Bilam was as great a Rasha as Moshe was a Tzadik. They were opposites 
of equal stature. And when Bilam’s plan to send Midianite women into the 
camp of Israel ended in a plague that wiped out 24,000 Jews, Moshe wept 
helplessly, begging Hashem for vengeance.
 Hashem swore to Moshe that he would not leave this world until 
vengeance had been exacted upon Midian.
 So when the time came to march on Midian, Moshe gathered up 
3,000 men from each tribe. 2,000 to fight and 1,000 to pray on their behalf. 
(There are various opinions as to exactly how many men were gathered and 
for exactly what purpose - this is one version).
 Four blasts of the trumpets signaled the Israelite army to 
assemble. There were two Arons (Holy Arks) in the camp of Israel. One 
housed the second set of Luchot (tablets). This Aron remained in the 
Mishkan. Another Aron contained the smashed pieces of the first set of 
Luchot. This Aron was carried out to war. Pinchas, the son of Elazar, the 
Kohain, would lead the assault. Under Moshe’s orders, he would wear the 
“Tzitz,” the headdress of the Kohain-Gadol. But it was more than a fashion 
statement. The Tzitz, had the words, “Kodesh laHashem - Holy to Hashem” 
engraved upon it. This headdress would be an important weapon against 
the powers of Bilam. Moshe told Pinchas that if he should see Bilam 
attempting to escape by resorting to acts of sorcery, he should thrust the 
sacred Tzitz before him and he would be able to subdue and kill him.
 As the Jewish army approached Midyan, they saw a messenger 
heading in the same direction. Little did they know that it was Bilam 
himself coming to demand payment for the success of his plan that wiped 
out 24,000 Jews. When he saw the Bnei Yisroel advancing on Midyan, he 
rushed to stop them. Bilam mocked, “Do you really believe a mere 12,000 
untrained men can go up against Midyan’s professional army?”
 Still the Bnei Yisroel kept going. Pinchas gave his generals the 
orders to attack. Bilam realized that he and the princes of Midyan were in 
danger. Using his magical powers of Tumah (impurity), he and the princes 
rose into the air, too high for the arrows of the Jewish army to reach. Was 
there anyone who could reach Bilam? Yes, a man named Tzilaya, from the 
tribe of Dan. Tzilaya rose up and chased Bilam. But Bilam was too far gone 
for Tzilaya to catch him.
 Bilam had reached the “Kisay HaKavod,” Hashem’s divine throne. 
He was about to present the sins of the Jewish people to the heavenly 
court when Pinchas remembered the “Tzitz.” Pointing the Tzitz in Bilam’s 
direction, the powers of the Tzitz overcame Bilam’s magical powers of 
Tumah and Bilam fell to the ground with his Midyanite entourage.
 Caught, Bilam begged for his life. He promised never to try to 
hurt the Bnei Yisroel again. But it was too late.
 Pinchas declared, “All your life you have plotted against the 
Jewish people. You were one of Pharoh’s advisors. When Pharoh asked what 
to do about the Bnei Yisroel, you were the only one who dared to advise 
Pharoh to wipe us out. It was you who gave Amalek the courage to wage 
war against us. And when Balak sent for you to curse the Bnei Yisroel, you 
refused payment, for cursing the Jews was reward enough for you. Now 
we have found you on the way to collect payment for the 24,000 Jews who 
died due to your dastardly plot. Do you really think you deserve another 
chance?”
 After the untrained army of 12,000 Bnei Yisroel miraculously 
destroyed the Midyanite army, without suffering a single Jewish casualty, 
Pinchas brought Bilam back to Moshe to stand trial. Bilam was convicted 
of having caused the death of 24,000 Jews, and therefore deserved every 
kind of death. He was then executed by a combination of all four death 
penalties prescribed in the Torah.

 There are various versions of how Bilam actually was killed. 
According to the Zohar, Pinchas commanded Tzilaya to kill Bilam on the 
spot with a magical sword upon which was inscribed the likeness of a snake. 
Another midrash says Pinchas himself drew a sword and killed Bilam. Our 
version follows the Talmud (Sanhedrin 106b), which relates that Pinchas 
brought Bilam for trial before Moshe and the Sanhedrin (Jewish court). 
He was found guilty and was executed with all four kinds of death penalty 
given by Torah courts.

 �PARSHA Q&A: MASSEI
1. Why does the Torah list the places where the Jewish People 

camped? 33:1 - To show G-d’s love of the Jewish People. 
Although it was decreed that they wander in the desert, they 
did not travel continuously. During 38 years, they moved only 
20 times.

2. Why did the King of Arad feel at liberty to attack the Jewish 
People? 33:40 - When Aharon died, the clouds of glory 
protecting the Jewish People departed.

3. What length was the camp in the midbar? 33:49 - Twelve mil 
(one mil is 2,000 amot).

4. Why does the Torah need to specify the boundaries that are 
to be inherited by the Jewish People? 34:2 - Because certain 
mitzvot apply only in the Land.

5. What was the nesi’im’s role in dividing the Land? 34:17 - Each 
nasi represented his tribe. He also allocated the inheritance to 
each family in his tribe.

6. When did the three cities east of the Jordan begin to function 
as refuge cities? 35:13 - After Yehoshua separated three cities 
west of the Jordan.

7. There were six refuge cities, three on each side of the Jordan. 
Yet, on the east side of the Jordan there were only two and a 
half tribes. Why did they need three cities? 35:14 - Because 
murders were more common there.

8. To be judged as an intentional murderer, what type of weapon 
must the murderer use? 35:16 - One capable of inflicting lethal 
injury.

9. Why is the kohen gadol blamed for accidental deaths? 35:25 - 
He should have prayed that such things not occur.

10. When an ancestral field moves by inheritance from one tribe 
to another, what happens to it in yovel? 36:4 - It remains with 
the new tribe.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, August 2nd

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–
7:00P

 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–8:07P
Shabbos Day, August 3rd

 » Mishnayos shiur with Rabbi Reuven Wortrich–8:00A
 » Shacharis–8:30A
 » Chumash Shiur for Men & Women–6:25P
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–7:25P
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–7:55P
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–9:14P
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00A

 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–8:05P
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40A
�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


