
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

September 13-14, 2019 / 14 Elul, 5779 / Shabbos Parshas Ki Seitzei
Mincha: 7:00p / Candlelighting: 7:18p / Shabbos Ends 8:25p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, September 13th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–7:00p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–7:18p

Shabbos Day, September 14th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for Men & Women–5:45p
 » Beis Medrash Learning for Men–6:45p
 » Shalosh Seudos for women & children (Rich home)–6:50p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–7:05p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–8:25p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yitzchok ben Sorah (Yitzchok Ellis)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Refalal Tevya ben Sara (Uncle of Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Raizel Bina bas Sorah (Raizel Palmer)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » CTC Mission: The mission of Congregation Toras Chaim is to 

support individual, family, and community growth by providing 
access to meaningful prayer and a high level of Torah learning in 
an environment that is warm and accepting. 

 » High Holiday Seats: Dear Members and Friends of Congrega-
tion Toras Chaim: As we prepare individually for the High Holi-
days we also prepare as a community. Bringing accounts current 
with the shul and reserving High Holiday tickets are a part of that 
communal preparation. In order to offset the challenging finan-
cial landscape that affects us all, we are keeping the High Holiday 
ticket prices as low as possible. Tickets for Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur for 5780/2019 are as follows: • Member (Dues & 
Pledges Paid in Full): Tickets are bundled into the $1,200 annual 
membership fee for all immediate members of the family. • Non-
Member or Member (Dues & Pledges Not Paid in Full): $150 
per ticket for an individual or $400 family max. Should you have 
difficulty meeting your financial obligations to Congregation 
Toras Chaim, special accommodations may be made for High 
Holiday tickets on a case by case basis. To make such accom-
modations, please speak with Ben Nise, President of CTC. Ben 
Nise may be reached at (972) 898-4237 or benjamin.nise@gmail.
com. Please be aware of the following information: Reservations 

will not be accepted without payment. If you are unsure of your 
membership status, please contact Ben Nise at (972) 898-4237 
or benjamin.nise@gmail.com. We are unable to split reservations 
between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. Sponsorships If you 
would like to help sponsor a High Holiday seat for a Member 
or Friend, please contact Rabbi Rich or Ben Nise. Payment Op-
tions Please go to https://www.fidelipay.com/toraschaim to pay 
for your reservation or you may send a check to: Congregation 
Toras Chaim 7103 Mumford Ct., Dallas, TX 75252.

 » Arba Minim for Succos: We are very excited that Rabbi Deon 
Nathan will be servicing our synagogue this year through the sale 
of the Arba Minim. ORDERING Click the link on the email sent 
from the shul to go to the form to place your order. It is impera-
tive that you list CTC as your synagogue affiliation on the form, 
otherwise your order will not find its way back to our shul for 
pickup. Deadline for ordering is Rosh Hashana. PICKUP Pickup 
time to be announced in a future email. Payment will be made by 
check at time of pickup. All orders/sales are final.

 �DOING TIME:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 When you go out to war against your enemy…(Devarim 
21:10) When you go out to war against your enemy: The Torah only 
speaks versus the yetzer hara- the negative inclination… (Rashi)
 For with wise strategies you shall make your war, and in a 
multitude of counselors there is victory! (Mishlei 24:6)
 Years ago I started to visit Jewish prisoners at a maximum 
security facility in Up State New York. When I first arrived there 
was this rag tag group of guys that looked normal enough and they 
were busy reading the Jewsih Press and complaining about Arafat, 
Yimach Shmo! I recognized right away that they-we were wasting 
time talking about far off matters, and time is the one thing they 
have plenty of. They were “doing time”! So I prompted them with a 
statement that got them angry immediately and made them crazy.
 I told them that Arafat was not the enemy. The collective 
blood in the room began to boil. They wondered whose side I’m on. 
I calmly retained my assertion that Ararfat is not the enemy. Then 
I told them I could prove it. I asked them one question, “After 120 
years are you going to basked how come you did not do something 
about Arafat while you were here in Greenhaven Maximum 
Security Prison or are you going to be asked why you didn’t take 
this time to do something about yourself?!”
 I then shared with them the following from the Chovos 
HaLevavos – the Heart. He tells an apocryphal story about a certain 
pious man that confronted some soldiers returning with the spoils 
of war after vanquishing their enemy in a fierce battle. He told 
them, “Now that you are returning victorious from the small battle, 
get ready for the big battle.” They asked him in great wonderment, 
“Which big battle?” He answered them, “The battle with your-self!” 
It’s every man’s struggle! Everybody’s battle is in a different arena 
of life. There is one common thread and that is there is a need for a 
strategy, multiple strategies.
 When I would come home from school my mother OBM 
would ask me, “What did you learn today?” The answer was always 
the same, “Nothing!” It wasn’t true. I probably learned lots but it still 
wasn’t clear what exactly I gained that day.
 Similarly, at the end of a long exhausting day, a person 
can ask himself, “What did I do today?” The answer may not be so 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by the members of the Guarantee Kiddush Club: Pinchas & Tricia Sutkin, Yaakov & Susan 
Rich, Ben & Lauren Nise, Eli Goldberg, Yerachmiel & Shira Martin, Josh & Lisa Rothstein, Jeff & Suzanne Luftig. 

SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. 

Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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clearly defined. The whole day may be a big blur. For sure you did 
something, lots of things.
 Those days turn into weeks and years and a whole life can 
pass with a person having clarity about what he or she has done. All 
I know is that at the beginning of the day we are overwhelmed. At 
the end of the day we are exhausted. I saw a quote like this; “Some 
people make things happen! Some people watch things happen! 
And some people ask, ‘what happened!”
 Here is a simple tried and true strategy for time and life 
management. If this exercise is followed it is most certain to yield 
delicious personal produce. Each day early in the morning or the 
night before, write down six tasks that you either need or want to 
do. Then write them in the order of importance.
 I would like to add one other new and different twist here 
that will make a huge difference. Identify the most difficult thing on 
your list and make certain that even if you do not accomplish all six 
items that at least you did that thing that was most hard to do. Do 
one difficult thing every day.
 With this tactic in place every day is filled with intentional 
goals and the sweet fruit of accomplishment. We might discover 
that are actually accomplishing more every day and feeling more 
accomplished as well.
 Setting a goal and reaching for that target stretches and 
focuses us daily. We just may find that we are actually “making 
things happen” in our lives rather than wondering aloud and quietly 
feeling, “what happened”. That just might the real definition of 
“doing time”.

 �GRATITUDE ATTITUDE: RABBI SHMUEL KAMENETZKY
 In Parshas Ki Seitzei, the Torah tells us about the ills of Amon 
and Moav, the two nations descending from the daughters of Lot, the 
nephew of Avaraham. The passuk says, “An Ammonite or Moabite shall not 
enter the assembly of Hashem… Because they did not greet you with bread 
and water on the way, when you left Egypt, and because they hired Balaam 
the son of Beor… to curse you.” (23:4,5)
 Each of these nations had a strike against them. Moav tried to 
destroy the Jews by hiring Bilaam to curse them, and Amon did not greet 
the Jews with food and water.
 Are these two sins equal? Seemingly, the sin of Moav is much 
worse, as they wanted to kill the Jews, yet Amon simply sat back and 
refrained from an extraordinary act of kindness. Why ae they treated 
equally?
 Rabbi Chaim Boruch Wolpin zt”l, a Seattle native, rose to 
Torah greatness and became the rosh yeshiva of Yeshivas Karlin Stolin in 
Brooklyn. He once entered the study of Rav Shmuel Kamenetzky shlit”a, 
rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva of Philadelphia, to visit him, and was surprised that 
Rav Kamenetzky stood up for him and said, “I must thank you for saving 
my life!”
 Rav Wolpin was taken aback, as he did not recall saving the life of 
Rav Shmuel Kamenetzky, yet he listed as Rav Shmuel explained.
 Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky zt”l, Rav Shmuel’s father left his home 
in Lithuania and travelled to America alone in 1937, seeking a position as a 
Rabbi. Through a series of events, he was able to secure a job as an interim 
Rabbi in Seattle. During his time in Seattle, he met the two Wolpin brothers, 
Chaim Boruch and Nissim, who attended the local Jewish Day School. 
Rav Kamenetzky spent some time talking to them before he proceeded to 
quiz the boys on what they were learning in class. Young Chaim Boruch 
Wolpin not only knew Baba Kama, but he amazed the new Rav with his 
clear understanding of the concepts in the gemara. Rav Yaakov was duly 

impressed.
 After a short time, Rav Yaakov secured a steady job in Toronto, 
and moved there himself, while trying to bring his family over to Canada. 
One day, he received a letter from his brother-in-law in Lithuania, Rav 
Avraham Grodzinsky zt”l hy”d, who was taking care of his family while 
he was abroad. He wrote that although he allows the younger children 
and the girls to travel to America, he is hesitant to allow Rav Yaakov’s two 
older sons, Binyamin and Shmuel, to travel to America, as they are already 
studying in yeshivos in Europe. With a weak infrastructure of yeshivos in 
America, Rav Grodzinsky was concerned about their spiritual well-being, 
and ther ability to learn Torah properly in America.
 But Rav Yaakov would not hear of it. “If Chaim Boruch Wolpin, 
a young child in Seattle, can master Bava Kama, then my children can also 
study Torah and master it here in America.” With that, he insisted that his 
entire family, including his two older sons, come to Canada.
 Rav Shmuel Kamenetzky smiled at Rav Wolpin. “Now you know 
how you saved my life. Your mastery of Bava Kama gave my father the 
confidence to bring my brother and myself over to Canada just before the 
war broke out!”
 My grandfather Rav Binyamin Kamenetzky zt”l would explain 
based upon the Ramban’s understanding.
 The Ramban explains that both Amon and Moav are descendants 
of Lot, who was miraculously saved by Avraham from the war of the four 
kings against the five. Lot and his descendants should have been forever 
grateful to Avraham. Yet only a few generations later, Moav acted with 
conniving brazenness to curse the children of their benefactor.
 But that is not the only sin perpetrated by the children of Lot. 
Amon too, acted with ungratefulness and disgust. As the Jews left Egypt 
and passed by the land of Amon, they had the opportunity to show 
appreciation from the kindness which Avraham did for them. Instead, they 
snubbed them by ignoring their need for bread and water.
 This sin, although not as dramatic as Moav’s is rooted in the same 
trait of ungratefulness. Therefore, explains the Ramban, Amon is also not 
welcome to marry into our nation.
 To enter into our nation, one needs to have an appreciation of 
deeds done to him in the past, and one’s attitude must always display his 
gratitude.

 �PARSHA Q&A: KI SEITZEI
1. Why must a captured woman mourn her family for a month in her 

captor’s house? 21:13 - So her captor will find her unattractive.
2. What fraction of the inheritance does a first-born receive if he has a) 

one brother? b) two brothers? 21:17 - a) 2/3 b) 1/2
3. What will become of a ben sorer u’moreh if his parents don’t bring 

him to court? 21:22 - He will eventually rob and kill to support his 
physical indulgences.

4. Why is it a degradation to G-d to hang a criminal’s body on the 
gallows overnight? 21:23 - Because humans are made in G-d’s image; 
and because the Jewish People are G-d’s children.

5. What do you do if you find a lost object that costs money to maintain? 
22:2 - Sell it and save the money for the owner.

6. Why does the Torah forbid wearing the clothing of the opposite 
gender? 22:5 - It leads to immorality.

7. Why does the Torah link the mitzvah of sending away the mother-
bird with the mitzvah of making a railing on the roof of your house? 
22:8 - To teach that one mitzvah leads to another, and to prosperity.

8. When is it permitted to wear wool and linen? 22:12 - Wool tzitzit on 
a linen garment.

9. What three things happen to a man who falsely slanders his bride? 
22:18 - He receives lashes, pays a fine of 100 silver selah, and may 
never divorce her against her will.
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Shabbos Day, September 14th
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 » Chumash Shiur for Men & Women–5:45p
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 » Shalosh Seudos for women & children (Rich home)–6:50p
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�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a

 » Weekday Mincha/Maariv–7:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a
�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


