
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

October 11-12, 2019 / 13 Tishrei, 5779 / Shabbos Parshas Ha’azinu
Mincha: 6:40p / Candlelighting: 6:40p / Shabbos Ends 7:47p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, October 11th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–6:40p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:40p

Shabbos Day, October 12th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:55p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–5:55p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–6:25p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:47p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Refalal Tevya ben Sara (Uncle of Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » The mission of Congregation Toras Chaim is to support individ-

ual, family, and community growth by providing access to mean-
ingful prayer and a high level of Torah learning in an environ-
ment that is warm and accepting.

 �FOUND INNOCENT:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 Rabbi Akiva says, “Happy are you Israel! Before Whom 
do you purify yourselves and Who purifies you? Your- Father in 
Heaven! As it says, “The Mikvah of Israel is HASHEM!” (Jeremiah 
17) Just as a Mikvah purifies from sins so The Holy One Blessed 
Be He purifies Israel.” (Talmud Yuma 85 B) For on this day (Yom 
Kippur) He will make atonement for you to cleanse you from all 
your sins, before HASHEM you will be cleansed. (Vayikra 16:30) 
How do we gain atonement through Yom Kippur? Does it work 
magically by itself? Is there something we have to do?
 Many moons ago when I was about to start commuting 
daily to the “big city” a close rebbe and mentor suggested I do 
something I never thought I would be able to keep up. He advised 
that for the purpose of spiritual maintenance that I immerse myself 
in a Mikvah every day. I agreed to give it a try. I felt a difference 
almost immediately for some seemingly mystical reason in the 
quality of my performance. “How does it work?” I wondered. Only 
later I met these ultra poetic words of the Rambam at the end of the 
laws of Mikva where he explains the dynamics of a Mikva.
 “The immersion to remove oneself from contamination is 

included in the category of laws known as chukim-statutes because 
there is no physical dirt that the water removes. It is strictly a decree 
of the verse and depends upon the intent of the heart. Therefore if 
the person immerses but decides to remain the same, it is as if he 
did not immerse himself. The one who focuses his heart is purified 
even though nothing bodily is renewed because he directed his 
heart to purify his soul from spiritual contaminants which are 
wicked thoughts and bad attitudes since he agreed in his heart to 
separate from these counselors and enter his soul into “the waters of 
pure knowledge”.
 That year on Yom Kippur, right near the end of the fast, 
before the final prayer service “Neilah” we took a short break. I 
approached this teacher of mine and expressed to him how much 
I missed the Mikva on Yom Kippur. Of all the days not to be able 
to go, I felt deprived somehow of that feeling I was getting used 
to daily. He looked at me with eyes that shouted but he whispered 
softly, “If you think that you need to go to the Mikva today, then you 
don’t understand what this day is about!” He then said emphatically, 
“You’re in the Mikva, right now! The Mikva of Israel is HASHEM!”
 His words changed my experience for the rest of that Yom 
Kippur and many others to follow. I realized that on this special 
day we are immersing ourselves in YUD / HEY / VUV / HEY. What 
activates the cleaning process is the simple thought that we are 
soaking in the most powerful truly universal solvent and that we 
wish to remove the all the stains of stupidity that cloud our system. 
Then the dirt begins to fall away and we only we remain.
 Similarly, it has been said that Michelangelo was asked 
how he carved that statue of David out of a solid singular slab of 
stone. He is reputed to have answered, “I cut away everything that 
was not David and there he was!” So it is when we are rid of all 
extraneous impurities on Yom Kippur, we are once again   please 
G-d- found innocent.

 �PARSHA Q&A: HA’AZINU
1. Why were heaven and earth specifically chosen as witnesses? 

32:1 - They endure forever.
2. How is the Torah like rain? 32:2 - The Torah gives life and 

promotes growth like rain.
3. How is G-d “faithful without injustice”? 32:4 - He is “faithful” by 

rewarding the righteous, and “without injustice” by rewarding 
even the wicked for any good deeds.

4. Why is G-d called “tzaddik”? 32:4 - All will agree that His 
judgments are righteous.

5. How many major floods did G-d bring upon the world? 32:7 
- Two. One in the time of Adam’s grandson Enosh and one in 
the time of Noach.

6. What group of people does the Torah call “fathers”? Cite an 
example. 32:7 - The Prophets. Elisha called the Prophet Eliyahu 
“My Father.” (Melachim II 2:12).

7. Why did G-d separate the world’s nations into exactly 70? 32:8 
- To correspond to the 70 Bnei Yisrael who entered Egypt.

8. Why is the merit of the Jewish People’s ancestry called a “rope”? 
32:9 - Their merit is “woven from” the merits of the Avot.

9. How is G-d’s behavior toward the Jewish People like an eagle’s 
behavior toward its offspring? 32:12 - He mercifully wakes 
them gently, hovering over them, and carrying them on His 
“wings”.
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10. Regarding the Jewish People’s punishment, G-d says, “I will 
spend my arrows on them.” What is the positive aspect of this 
phrase? 32:23 - “The arrows will be spent” implies that the 
afflictions will cease but the Jewish People will not.

11. How does the idea of “chillul Hashem” prevent the nations 
from destroying the Jewish People? 32:27 - The nations would 
attribute their success to their might and the might of their 
gods. G-d would not let His name be desecrated like this.

12. What will happen to the nations that conquer the Jewish 
People? 32:35 - They will eventually be punished.

13. When G-d overturns a nation that persecutes the Jewish 
People, His attribute of Mercy is “replaced” by which attribute? 
32:41 - His attribute of Justice. 

14. When G-d punishes the heathen nations, for whose sins does 
He exact punishment? 32:42 - For their sins and the sins of 
their ancestors.

15. How will G-d’s punishment change the way the nations view 
the Jewish People? 32:43 - They will view the Jewish People as 
praiseworthy for cleaving to G-d.

16. On what day was Ha’azinu taught to the Jewish People? 32:44 - 
The Shabbat upon which Moshe died.

17. Verse 32:44 calls Yehoshua “Hoshea.” Why? 32:44 - To indicate 
that although he was the Jewish People’s leader, he still 
maintained a humble bearing.

18. In verse 32:47, what does “it is not empty from you” mean? 
32:47 - That you will receive reward for studying Torah and 
that there is nothing meaningless in the Torah.

19. Why did G-d tell Moshe that he would die a similar death to 
that of Aharon? 32:50 - Because Moshe wanted this.

20. If Moshe had spoken to the rock rather than striking it, what 
would the Jewish People have learned? 32:51 - The Jewish 
People would have reasoned as follows: If a rock, which receives 
neither reward nor punishment, obeys G-d’s commands, all the 
more so should they.

 � SUCCOS Q&A
1. According to the Torah, what three basic requirements define 

a material as valid for use as a succah roof? must grow from 
the ground, no longer be connected to the ground, and not be 
receptive to tumah (ritual defilement).

2. If the succah causes discomfort (e.g., it’s too cold) to the extent 
that under similar conditions you would leave your very own 
house, you are exempt from the mitzvah. Why? Because the 
commandment of living in a succah is to dwell in the succah 
for seven days the same way you dwell in your house the rest of 
the year. (Mishneh Berura 640:13)

3. What two things are forbidden to do outside of the succah all 
seven days of the festival? Eat (an ‘established’ meal) or sleep. 
(Orach Chaim 639:2)

4. What is the absolute minimum number of meals a person is 
required to eat in the succah during the seven day holiday? 
One. Eating a meal in the succah the first night of Succot is a 
requirement. The rest of the festival, a person can eat ‘snacks’ 
which are not required to be eaten in a succah. (Outside 
Israel, one must eat a meal the second night of Succot as well. 
However, there is no requirement to live outside Israel!) (Orach 

Chaim 639:3)
5. Besides referring to the tree and its fruit, what does the word 

etrog mean literally? Beauty. (Ramban Vayikra 23:40)
6. What is the minimum length of a lulav? Its spine must be at 

least 4 tefachim (halachic handbreadths).
7. What is the maximum percentage a person is required to add 

to the purchase price of his etrog in order to obtain one of 
greater beauty? 33.3% (Orach Chaim 656:1)

8. On the Shabbat that occurs during Succot, we read the Book of 
Kohelet, in which King Solomon refers to himself as “Kohelet.” 
Why is King Solomon called Kohelet? Because he gathered 
(kihale) vast wisdom, and because he, as king, gathered the 
nation on Succot after the Sabbatical year. (Rashi, Kohelet 1:1)

9. What prohibition could a person transgress simply by sitting 
in the succah on the eighth day of Succot? Bal Tosif- “Do not 
add to the mitzvahs.” The commandment to live in the succah 
applies for only seven days. To sit in the succah on the eighth 
day with intent to fulfill the mitzvah transgresses “bal tosif.” 
(Orach Chaim 666:1)

10. We hold a tallit over the heads of the people who read the end 
of the Torah and the beginning of the Torah. Why? It represents 
the wedding canopy, symbolizing that through the Torah we 
wed ourselves to Hashem.
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, October 11th

 » Mincha/Kabbalos Shabbos/Maariv–6:40p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:40p

Shabbos Day, October 12th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:55p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–5:55p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–6:25p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:47p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


