
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

October 18-19, 2019 / 20 Tishrei, 5779 / Shabbos Chol HaMoed Succos
Mincha: 6:30p / Candlelighting: 6:32p / Shabbos Ends 7:39p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, October 18th

 » Mincha/Maariv–6:30p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:32p

Shabbos Day, October 19th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–5:50p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–6:20p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:39p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis Hoshana Rabba (shul will provide hoshanas 

for a fee–7:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Refalal Tevya ben Sara (Uncle of Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » The mission of Congregation Toras Chaim is to support individ-

ual, family, and community growth by providing access to mean-
ingful prayer and a high level of Torah learning in an environ-
ment that is warm and accepting.

 �TO DRAW EVEN CLOSER:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 I knew that everything that Elochim made, that will 
be forever; we cannot add to it, nor can we subtract from it; and 
Elochim made it so that they should fear have fear before Him. 
(Koheles 3:14)
 On Sukkos we read from the Book of Koheles which is 
written by the wisest of all men, King Solomon. Who knows, we 
might benefit from listening well to his words. Even a single line 
might prove life altering if appreciated deeply. Just as the Sukkah 
itself is designed to reorient us to the ultimate realities of life, so 
too a few choice words from King Solomon can serve to bring 
everything into focus.
 The Sefer Chovos HaLevavos builds the entire Chapter of 
Inspection on the partial verse, “Elochim made it so they should 
have fear before him.” What is it that HASHEM made they we should 
fear Him? The answer is, “EVERYTHING!” That’s the beginning of 
a revolution in thought in how we view and experience all the stuff 
of life. The purpose of anything and everything that was created, 
macro and micro, and in between is that we can gain a profound 
sense of awe and awareness of G-d.

 When one goes to an art museum to study the works 
of a certain artist, his talent shines through and his signature is 
recognizable in every piece. Chana declared when celebrating the 
birth of Shmuel, “There is no (Tzur) rock like our G-d!” The Talmud 
plays with the word Tzur and discovers a new meaning. There is no 
Tziar- Artist like our G-d! He is the greatest artist! His artwork is on 
display all over the world.
 Wherever we cast our glance, and inspecting eye, there can 
be discovered a hint of the overwhelming greatness of the artist of 
all artists Himself.
 Avraham Avinu started on this path 3700 years ago, and 
with his original mind, it led him to conclude with certainty that 
we are sitting in a designer Sukkah and the exact purpose of that 
design is to attract our attention and inspire ultimate curiosity and 
an overpowering awe. What is the matrix? How are we to study a 
thing? Simple as a dimple! Five areas of criteria suffice for now. We 
are looking for an exhibition of 1) Power 2) Wisdom 3) Kindliness 
4) Purpose 5) Unity. That’s all!
 Consider the Periodic Table of Elements. Everything 
in the physical universe, you and me and the air between us is 
made up of some combination of stuff listed there. All the various 
elements from Hydrogen to Uranium, from the lightest gas to the 
heavy metals is all composed of the very same stuff with differing 
densities of neutrons and protons and electrons orbiting at various 
valences. When you open up any one of them oceans of sublime 
energy comes pouring out. At the core is a rich concentration of the 
same pure power. Appreciate please that power, wisdom, kindliness, 
purpose, and unity are on open display.
 While driving to where we would spend Yom Kippur, my 
daughter and I found ourselves enamored by the rich display of 
color and the pageantry of the fall leaves. I reminded her of a simple 
point which we immediately fact checked. Only humans experience 
the full range of colors that paint our world. A few creatures see 
weakly one or two colors but most are looking at a black and 
white picture. Why is an orange orange? The organization of those 
millions rods and cones that give us access to color is there solely 
for our benefit, to attract our attention, to recognize the greatness 
of the Artist through His art, to develop a burning passion to know 
that Artist even more and to draw even closer.

 �THE SECRET OF PERFECT JOY: RABBI NAFTALI REICH
 The solemn majesty of Rosh Hashanah has come and 
gone. The white-clad awe of Yom Kippur has cleansed our hearts 
and souls and passed into the treasure house of our memories. We 
are now prepared for our annual outburst of . . . joy! Sukkos, the 
Time of Our Rejoicing! The Torah tells us to be “only joyous” for 
seven full days.
 This joy was realized to its fullest when the Beis Hamikdash 
in Jerusalem was still standing. The streets bursting with throngs of 
excited people from near and far. The air perfumed by the aroma 
of the sacrificial offerings and the burning incense. The sounds of 
music, singing and dancing reverberating through every window 
and doorway. The spectacle of an exalted people united in a 
common outpouring of love and gratitude to the Creator of the 
Universe.
 At the center of these splendid festivities was the Simchas 
Beis Hasho’evah, the celebration of the drawing of the water for 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Josh & Lisa Rothstein in honor of Lisa’s parents, Steve & Andrea Eisenstein. SHALOSH 
SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored anonymously in honor of Eliyahu Rich, in gratitude for his incredible efforts on behalf of the 
shul. His ceaseless energy and dedication is an inspiration to the entire kehillah. May his love for his fellow Jews bring us closer 
to each other, and to the geulah shelaima. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos 

in the future.
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the nisuch hamayim, the water libation on the altar in the Beis 
Hamikdash. The Talmud draws a vivid picture of the exultant 
singing and dancing that accompanied this ritual. It even tells of 
great and venerable sages juggling and leaping about like young 
acrobats. Indeed, the Talmud assures us that “whoever did not 
witness the Simchas Beis Hasho’evah has never seen true joy in his 
life.”
 But what was so remarkable about the ritual of the 
drawing of the water? What made it the most powerful stimulus to 
joy imaginable?
 The commentators explain that the Hebrew word for 
joy, simchah, is related to the word for erasing, machah. Joy is 
not something that must be generated. It is our natural state. 
Nevertheless, the pain, sorrows and disappointments of life 
overlay and obscure our natural joyousness. When we erase these 
impediments to our happiness, we achieve true joy by default.
 Still, why indeed is joy our natural state? Because joy is 
an expression of a perfect existence, of fulfillment to the highest 
degree possible. The essence of a person is the immortal soul, the 
neshamah, our spark of the divine. When our souls cleave completely 
to their Source and Creator, we are in a state of perfect existence, 
and we experience joy. However, when our sins and misdeeds come 
between our souls and their Divine Source, we feel the anguish 
of estrangement, and our joy is extinguished. Consequently, all 
the commonplace vexations of life become magnified far out 
of proportion to their true significance in the greater scheme of 
things. Therefore, in order to achieve true and perfect joy, we must 
erase the taint from our sublime souls so that they can again cleave 
perfectly to the Creator. Only then can we achieve fulfillment and 
the joy that results from it.
 On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we cleansed and 
purified our souls. On Sukkos, we are finally capable of cleaving to 
the Creator and achieving true joy. The water libation symbolized 
this concept. Water has the property of absolute adaptability. It 
can attach itself to any shape or form so perfectly that no gaps or 
crevices are left unfilled. The ritual of pouring the water over the 
altar in the Beis Hamikdash, therefore, symbolizes the perfect and 
absolute attachment which the Jewish people have achieved to the 
Creator through their prayers and repentance during the High 
Holidays. And perfect attachment leads to perfect joy.
 If we aspire to that perfect attachment, we can all achieve 
it, no matter what walk of life we pursue. If we only allow ourselves 
to be like water, gladly adapting to Hashem’s will, we can find the 
key to true contentment. We must only seek it. And the reward for 
finding it is a joy unlike any other we have ever known.

 � SHEMINI ATZERES: DR. NOSSON CHAYIM LEFF
 Let us work with the Sfas Emes’s very first ma’amar in the section 
entitled “Lesukkos” (‘For Sukkos’). This ma’amar has much to tell us both 
about Sukkos and about Shemini Atzeres.
 The Sfas Emes begins by telling us that the eight days of Sukkos 
give the world its life for the entire year. That is, on Rosh Hashana, HaShem 
decides the measure of chiyus (vibrancy, vitality) for the world in the year 
to come. But it is on Sukkos that the chiyus actually flows out to give life 
to all creation. The Torah provides a unique mitzva as a metaphor for this 
feature of reality. That mitzva is nisuch hamayim, the ceremonial offering of 
waters poured over the mizbei’ach (altar), on Sukkos (and only on Sukkos).

 The chiyus that flows to the world on Sukkos is a life-force for 
olam hazeh (literally, “this world”). But the Sfas Emes is probably using the 
term to refer to physical/material existence in general). Obviously, non-
Jews also participate in olam hazeh. For this reason, the fact that Sukkos 
is the time when chiyus flows out to the physical/material world has an 
important implication. It implies that non-Jews, too, have access to this life-
force. The Torah provides a metaphor to express the connection linking the 
nations of the world to HaShem on Sukkos. That metaphor is the korban 
(sacrificial offering) of 70 bulls that we bring over the course of Sukkos. 
The format of this korban reflects the notion that 70 nations comprise all 
humankind. Thus, as we see, the Torah provides a place for all nations to 
participate in the celebration of Sukkos.
 By contrast, the chiyus that flows out to the world on Shemini 
Atzeres is for the life of olam habba (literally, the “world to come,” but 
again, probably intended by the Sfas Emes more generally to refer to the 
life of ruchniyus — spirituality). That life is uniquely for Bnei Yisroel. Why? 
Because this chiyus hapenimiyus (inner life-force) is expressed through 
Torah, and Torah is the central feature of our lives.
 But there is a major problem. In olam hazeh, we can perceive only 
the world’s external appearance. Thus we see nature, but not HaShem, Who 
is behind nature. Because our perception of the world is misleading, we are 
at risk. For, as we know, bad metaphysics leads to bad physics, Fortunately, 
the Sfas Emes tells us, we also have available protection in our exposed, 
dangerous situation. The mitzva of sukka can provide the protection we 
need in order to live our lives with an accurate picture of reality.
 How can a sukka provide that protection? The sukka is HaShem’s 
testimony that even in this physical/material world, the central feature of 
our life is Torah. How does that work? To address that critical question, 
the Sfas Emes cites the term that the Zohar uses to refer to the sukka. This 
term is crucial for our understanding of the mitzva and by extension, the 
yom tov of Sukkos. The term that the Zohar uses for the sukka is: “tzila 
di’meheimenusa”.
 Let us see what these words mean and what they tell us. “Tzila” 
is “shade” — the sekhach which shields us from the sun’s blazing heat. 
“Di’meheimenusa” means “of emuna”. I translate “emuna” as “affirmation”. 
That is, by dwelling in the sukka, we affirm. HaShem’s Omnipresence, 
shielding us from harm.
 Summing up, the Sfas Emes has told us that Sukkos is oriented 
to the physical/material world, a world to which non-Jews also have access. 
A key feature of that world is the misleading impression it conveys of 
reality. Hence, on Sukkos we need protection, as provided by our dwelling 
in the sukka. By contrast, Shemini Atzeres is purely Torah and ruchniyus. 
Consequently, on Shemini Atzeres, there is no need for the protection 
afforded by a sukka. For, being pure ruchniyus, Shemini Atzeres is, in effect, 
its own sukka.
 (I suggest that you pause and take a deep breath before 
proceeding. Why? Because what comes next shows the Sfas Emes in an 
amazing, breath-taking light: being both the Gerer Rebbe and a Gaon Olam; 
both the Sfas Emes on Shas and the Sfas Emes on the Torah.) Return to 
what was said earlier: that being pure ruchniyus, Shemini Atzreres does not 
need the protection of a sukka. For, being pure ruchniyus Shmini Atzeres is, 
in effect, its own Sukka. Now the Sfas Emes continues: perhaps this is what 
Chazal had in mind when they said (Sukka, 47,a) that on Shemini Atzeres, 
we dwell in the sukka — even though, in fact, we do not!
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, October 18th

 » Mincha/Maariv–6:30p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:32p

Shabbos Day, October 19th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–5:50p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–6:20p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:39p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis Hoshana Rabba (shul will provide hoshanas 

for a fee–7:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


