
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

October 25-26, 2019 / 27 Tishrei, 5779 / Shabbos Bereishis
Mincha: 6:25p / Candlelighting: 6:25p / Shabbos Ends 7:32p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, October 25th

 » Mincha/Maariv–6:25p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:25p

Shabbos Day, October 26th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–5:10p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–5:40p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–6:10p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:32p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Refalal Tevya ben Sara (Uncle of Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Nafshi is doing a Spirituality of Krav Maga workshop/intro 

training on Sunday Nov. 10th to help stop violent attackers in a 
shul or street setting.

 » The mission of Congregation Toras Chaim is to support individ-
ual, family, and community growth by providing access to mean-
ingful prayer and a high level of Torah learning in an environ-
ment that is warm and accepting.

 � IN THE GARDEN WHERE WE LIVE:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 And HASHEM G-d planted a garden in Eden from the east, 
and He placed there the man whom He had formed. And HASHEM 
G-d caused to sprout from the ground every tree pleasant to see 
and good to eat, and the Tree of Life in the midst of the garden, 
and the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil… And HASHAEM 
G-d commanded man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may 
freely eat. But of the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat of it, for on the day that you eat thereof, you shall surely die.” 
(Breishis 2:8-9/16-17)
 What are we to make of these two trees? What do they 
mean to us? That is the question? How are we to relate to the test 
of Adam the first man and his situation in the Garden of Eden? 
That was then and now is now! No! If the Torah is telling us about 
these trees then they apply equally to our life and our immediate 
situation.
 At the risk of oversimplifying this is what we can get from 

these two trees. The Tree of Life is Torah, objective knowledge. The 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil is subjective. Ah you might 
say that both provide knowledge so what’s the difference between 
them. One adds life while the other diminishes life. How so?
 Someone asked me recently what happened to the strong 
admonishment that “on the day that you will eat from it you will 
surely die”? Adam did not die that day. He lived for another 930 
years. My answer was that death was not man’s destiny until the 
terrible sin of eating from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil. It’s like lighting a candle that now begins to melt. It does 
not disappear like flash paper and evaporate immediately. Rather 
it melts slowly. The timer of life has started and the inevitable is 
death-finiteness.
 The Tree of Life is like a school that teaches wisdom in 
advance of entering a zone of test. It is the test preparation for every 
situation in life. It requires toiling in study and an abiding trust that 
the guidance is most reliable. It promises and delivers increasing 
clarity. That is the advance price to pay for the entering the school, 
the Yeshiva of Torah Knowledge. It is what the Talmud calls “the 
long way which is the short way”.
 The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil is the opposite. 
The tuition is free at first. It is the school of hard knocks. It is 
learning by experience. Sure there are many lessons to learn from 
our mistakes but they can be costly in terms of times, and life, and 
health, and relationships.
 A person could have saved himself years of hardship and 
pain and sorrow by simply following the instructions. This is “the 
short cut which is the long way.” “I’ll figure it all out on my own”. The 
price is free at first and very costly in the end.
 It’s worse than that too because the quality of the 
knowledge is not increasing clarity but rather greater confusion. It 
produces a mixed mental baggage of indistinguishably intertwined 
good and bad. Its waters are muddy and murky rather than lucid 
and clear. About this the Mishne states, “The older a Talmud scholar 
gets the more clear his mind becomes while the older an unlearned 
person becomes the more his mind is torn from him.”
 Death may seem like a terrible punishment but the option 
of living forever in such a confused and sordid state is even worse. 
It’s actually quite merciful, if you think about it, and even if you 
don’t think about. It seems those trees are alive and well in the 
garden where we live.

 �LESSONS FROM THE MOON’S CONSOLATION PRIZE: 
RABBI YISSOCHAR FRAND

 The Torah teaches, “And G-d made the two great lights, 
the greater light to dominate the day and the lesser light to 
dominate the night—and the stars.” [Bereshis 1:16]. Rashi famously 
comments: “They were created equal in size, but the moon was 
reduced in size because it complained and said, ‘It is impossible for 
two kings to use the same crown.’” Originally, Rashi explains, the 
sun and the moon were the same size, and besides that, the moon 
also possessed its own source of light. Today, as we all know, the 
moon just reflects the light of the sun, and it is much smaller than 
the sun. The moon is basically just a rock which has the sunlight 
bouncing off of its surface. However, when the Ribono shel Olam 
first created these heavenly bodies, they were equal in size and in 
power of illumination. The moon’s diminishment resulted from its 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Ben & Lauren Nise for Chassan Bereishis Aliyah in honor of Josh and Lisa Rothstein for 
all of the work and support that Josh and Lisa have given for the shul. We get great chizzuk not only from their hard work, but 
also from the caring, thoughtful and thorough manner in which they serve the shul and the community. SHALOSH SEUDOS this 
Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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complaint to the Almighty. This is a famous teaching of Chazal.
 Rashi comments on the last words of the pasuk (“and the 
stars”) by saying “Because He reduced the size of the moon, He made 
its hosts many, to conciliate it.” It appears from Rashi that the stars 
as well were part of “Plan B.” Apparently, “Plan A” did not include 
stars in the sky – just two equally large and powerful luminaries. 
Once the moon advanced its complaint (that it is impossible for two 
kings to use the same crown), then the Almighty introduced Plan 
B – including a smaller moon accompanied by galaxies of stars, the 
stars being a “consolation prize”, so to speak, for the moon.
 If we think about it, this is an amazing thought. There are 
billions of stars in the heavens. Nowadays, because of all the artificial 
light in our cities, we cannot see all the stars. However, if someone 
who is out in the desert or the wilderness looks up on a clear night 
towards the sky, the amount of stars visible is magnificent. If we 
think about it, why are there stars? Rashi here says that the huge 
quantity of stars was provided to appease the moon! Why was this 
necessary? The Almighty could simply have told the moon, “It is 
your fault for complaining that you could not co-exist with the sun 
as equals, so now live with the consequences of your argument!”
 I heard two insights to explain this phenomenon, both 
homiletic in nature, but I think they are both beautiful thoughts. 
One of them I mentioned in past years; the other I heard for the first 
time very recently.
 The Ramo rules in Shulchan Aruch: “There are those 
who say one should make the chuppah (bridal canopy) under the 
heavens as a good omen that the couple’s offspring should be like 
the stars of the heaven.” [Even HaEzer 61:1] This is something I 
advise my young students to be particular about. When a fellow 
gets married, he has all kinds of questions about which wedding 
ceremony protocols are significant and which are less so. For many 
of these “customs” there is no authoritative source. I advise “Don’t 
worry about it!” However, our master the Ramo says it is a nice 
custom to make the chuppah under the stars. This is worth taking 
into account. That is why virtually all wedding halls in New York, 
where people are particular about such matters, have “skylights.” 
Even in Baltimore, many shuls were built with skylights for that 
reason.
 My daughter got married in January. It was freezing. She 
got married at Beth Tefilla. There were two chuppah parts – there 
was an inside chuppah and an outside chuppah. They went outside 
to the “outdoor chuppah” for the siddur kiddushin. Why? Because 
of this Ramo. It is a siman tov (positive omen).
 I once heard that there is another message in this custom, 
besides the fact that it is a segulah for having many children. The 
idea is that the couple wants their children to be “like the stars in 
heaven.” In what way? This means that if the entire purpose of the 
creation of the stars was to appease the feelings of the moon and 
make it feel better after having lost its status—we want that type of 
children. We want to have children who have the same sensitivity 
as the stars in the heavens, children who sense that their mission in 
life is to make someone else feel better.
 Of course, the moon has no feelings, and all these 
statements of Chazal are metaphors. The metaphor is that even 
if it is necessary to punish a person and put him in his place on 
occasion, still, after administering the punishment, you give him 

a hug. This is the significance of the couple standing under the 
heavens at their chuppah—so that their descendants should be like 
the stars of heaven.
 That is the thought I heard long ago. Recently I heard 
another interesting thought from the Tolner Rebbe:
 The Gemara [Bava Basra, 8b] expounds on a pasuk in 
Daniel—”The wise will shine like the radiance of the firmament, 
and those who teach righteousness to the multitudes will shine 
like the stars forever and ever.” [Daniel 12:3]. The Gemara says that 
the reference to “those who teach righteousness to the multitudes” 
(matzdeekei haRabim) refers to teachers of school children 
(melamdei tinokos). They are like the stars of the heavens.
 Dozens of interpretations have been given to explain this 
simile. The Tolner Rebbe’s comment was that this, too, is part of the 
job of the teacher of school children. I, Baruch Hashem, teach adults. 
They are all mature. Obviously, a teacher should never say anything 
demeaning or insulting to such students. But when you are teaching 
little kids, they sometimes act up, and the teacher sometimes needs 
to discipline them. When you discipline a child improperly, it can 
have repercussions that will last a lifetime. Unfortunately, far too 
many children were turned off to Yiddishkeit because of an abusive 
Rebbi – physically abusive and/or verbally abusive: Too strong, too 
strict, patch, this and that.
 A teacher of children needs to be “like stars.” Yes, you need 
to discipline, but attempts to “appease their mind” must always 
accompany discipline—to provide the disciplined child with some 
kind of consolation prize, as it were, just as the Almighty gave the 
stars to the moon as a consolation prize after insisting the moon 
“diminish itself.” I do not know if anyone in this audience will 
become a professional teacher of children, but anyone who is or 
will become a parent, is by definition “a teacher of children.”
 Parents raise children, and children can be frustrating. 
Raising children is the hardest job in the world. It can be very trying 
at times. Parents lose their temper. They lose their patience. But they 
always need to remember that there needs to be an appropriate 
follow-up to the administration of discipline. There always must be 
a plan to provide appeasement to the disciplined child. The Talmud 
uses the expression “With a child, one should push away with the 
left hand and draw near with the right hand” [Sanhedrin 107b]. The 
weaker hand should discipline and the stronger hand should draw 
him back.
 If the Almighty created the stars to appease the moon, 
the teachers of children—which is a title that can be given to any 
person who merits to have and raise children—should always apply 
this concept of appeasing their “disciples” to make sure that even 
when there is a “klap”, it is immediately followed with a consolation 
prize.
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 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


