
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

November 22-23, 2019 / 25 Cheshvan, 5779 / Shabbos Chayei Soroh
Mincha: 5:05p / Candlelighting: 5:04p / Shabbos Ends 6:12p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, November 22nd

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:05p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:04p

Shabbos Day, November 23rd

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–3:50p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:20p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–4:50p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:12p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Dovid Chaim ben Tzippora (Brother in Law of Yitzchok Ellis)
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Chana bas Hendel (Friend of Yale Bodenheimer)
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Eighth Grade Boys’ Fundraiser: Please use the following link when you 

shop at Artscroll’s website, www.artscroll.com/8thgrade. A percentage of 
the sales will go to the Torah Day School of Dallas 8th grade boys. Thank 
you for your support.

 » The mission of Congregation Toras Chaim is to support individual, 
family, and community growth by providing access to meaningful prayer 
and a high level of Torah learning in an environment that is warm and 
accepting.

 � ELIEZER RULES:  RABBI MORDECHAI KAMENETZKY
 In this week’s portion, there is an amazing characterization of 
Avraham’s servant, Eliezer. The Torah tells us that in finding a wife for 
his son Yitzchak, Avraham relied upon Eliezer. But the Torah describes 
Eliezer in conjunction with that event in a very noteworthy manner. It 
tells us that “Avraham turned to Eliezer, the elder of his household, who 
ruled over all his possessions,” and asked him to go find a wife for Yitzchak 
(Genesis 24:2). What connection does ruling over possessions have to do 
with matchmaking? Even a financial guru can be a dunce when it comes 
to matching the appropriate marital needs of a budding patriarch. After all, 
Warren Buffet does not run the Fields Agency!
 Also the words “ruled over all of Avraham’s possessions” needs 
explanation. Rulers are in complete control as the word rule connotes 
an imperial role. Why did the Torah use such an expression to depict the 
function of the administrator of an estate?
 Further, why would dominion over fiscal matters have any 
bearing on matters of matrimony? What is the connection between 
Eliezer’s financial finesse and the charge to find a wife for Yitzchak?
 I once sat on an overseas flight next to a talkative executive who 
was skeptical about his own Jewish heritage. During the first hours of the 
flight, the man peppered me with questions, mostly cynical, about Judaism.

 Then the meal came. I was served a half-thawed omelet that 
seemed to be hiding under a few peas and carrots. The half-cooked egg 
was nestled between a small aluminum pan and its quilted blanket of tape 
and double-wrapped aluminum foil. Next to me, the executive was served 
a steaming piece of roast pork on fine china, with a succulent side dish of 
potatoes au gratin and a glass of fine wine.
 As if to score big, the executive tucked his napkin into his collar 
and turned to me. He stared at my pathetic portion and with sympathetic 
eyes sarcastically professed, “I’d love to offer you my meal, but I’m sorry you 
can’t eat it!”
 I did not buy into his gambit. “Of course I can eat it!” I smiled. 
“In fact I think I’ll switch with you right now!” His smile faded. He was 
famished and in no way did he want to give away his portion. But he was 
totally mystified at my response. I saw the concern in his face. He was 
looking forward to eating this meal.
 “I can have it if I want it. And if I don’t want it I won’t eat it. I have 
free choice and control over what I eat and what I don’t. The Torah tells 
me not to eat this food and I have made a conscious choice to listen to the 
Torah. I therefore choose not to eat it.”
 Then, I went for broke “Now let me ask you a question. Can you 
put the cover back on the food and hold yourself back from eating it?”
 He smiled sheepishly and said, “you are not allowed to eat it. I, 
however, cannot not eat it.” And with that he dug in.
 The Kli Yakar, Rabbi Shlomo Efraim Lunshitz, a very profound 
commentator who lived in the 1600s, explains that the criterion for 
objective and unbiased decisions is the ability to be in total power of any 
influencing impediment. Eliezer ruled over all of Avraham’s possessions. 
They did not rule over him. That is why Avraham knew that Eliezer would 
not be unduly influenced in his thought process and decision-making.
 He ruled over the mundane, and no money could influence his 
pure objectivity. He would not be bribed, cajoled or lured with gifts or cash 
by any prospective suitors. He would make his choice with a clear frame of 
mind Avraham’s.
 The question we all must ask is, do we rule over the temporal, or 
does it rule over us?” Is the desire to get the latest gadget, buy the sleekest 
car, or acquire the most exquisite piece of jewelry ruling over us and 
controlling our lives or, like Eliezer, do we approach the beauties of this 
word with a calm, controlled attitude? Before we set our goals and our rules 
we must ascertain that we have goals and that we rule!

 � ODD ACCOUNT OF THE OVERNIGHT ONION: RABBI 
YEHUDA SPITZ

 Those of us fortunate to be learning Daf Yomi are approaching 
the final countdown to the worldwide grand Siyum HaShas, celebrating 
seven-and-a-half years of daily determination, persistence, and unyielding 
commitment to Torah that is required to complete all of the Talmud Bavli. 
There are celebrations planned for well over 150,000 people (!) in many 
places throughout the globe, including the former Yeshivas Chachmei 
Lublin in Poland (birthplace of the Daf Yomi), Binyanei Ha’uma in 
Jerusalem (of course), a massive temporary structure outside Ashdod 
currently being built expressly for this event, and the single largest venue 
- the gargantuan MetLife Stadium (a.k.a. Giants’ Stadium) in New Jersey 
(yes, contrary to reason and popular belief, the New York football teams 
actually play in New Jersey). This certainly exemplifies the dictum recited 
at a Siyum, “Anu Ratzim, V’Heim Ratzim…”
 Recently, Daf Yomi learners worldwide came upon a fascinating 
Gemara in Maseches Nida, the last Tractate in the Talmud. The Gemara cites 
an extremely strong yet puzzling statement by Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai. 
He states that one who eats a peeled onion, egg or garlic that has been left 
sitting out overnight is literally endangering his life, and will be ultimately 
judged as a person who took his own life! The cause of this prohibition is a 
“Ruach Ra’ah,” a type of spirit of impurity or spiritual contamination that 
rests upon these three foods when peeled and left overnight.
 Puzzling Phenomenon The reason why this statement is 
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considered intriguing is that although there does not seem to be a dissenting 
opinion, considering the severity of both the offense and the punishment 
stated, nevertheless, this prohibition is not codified by the classic halachic 
codifiers. Astoundingly, there is absolutely no mention of this proscription 
in any of the works of the greatest Jewish doctor, the Rambam, and nothing 
in the Rif, Tur, or Shulchan Aruch!
 Yet, many later authorities, including the Pri Chodosh, Shulchan 
Aruch Harav, Chida, Ben Ish Chai, and Aruch Hashulchan, do cite the 
Gemara’s statement, and consequently rule that eating a peeled egg, onion 
or garlic that sat overnight is strictly forbidden. So how is it that it is not 
mentioned at all by the great halachic codifiers?
 This question has baffled many for years and there is no clear-cut, 
one-size-fits-all solution. There are, however, several different perspectives 
that the halachic authorities take on this matter.
 No More Ruach Ra’ah? One way of understanding the codifiers’ 
deafening silence on this issue is that they may have been of the opinion 
that Ruach Ra’ah is no longer applicable. This is not a new argument, but 
rather one that many Rishonim cite, including the Maharam M’Rottenberg, 
the Mordechai and Tosafos. The Rashal as well famously declared that 
Ruach Ra’ah is no longer prevalent among us. Several later authorities rule 
this way, maintaining that peeled overnight onions no longer give us any 
reason to worry about and may be eaten. They maintain that this is the 
reason there is nary a mention of it by the great codifiers, and not due to 
any lacunae in their knowledge.
 Ruach Ra’ah Still Abounds Yet, as mentioned previously, many 
later authorities maintain that this prohibition still applies in full force, as 
once an issue is mentioned in the Gemara as a halachic problem, it cannot 
be discounted simply because many codifiers did not quote it. Also, several 
authorities suggest that the Maharam did not actually discount Ruach Ra’ah 
completely. On the contrary, they assert, he only entertained that leniency 
as a possible solution and not necessarily as a definitive ruling. Additionally, 
it can be argued that Tosafos and the Rashal were referring exclusively to a 
specific type of Ruach Ra’ah that no longer is applicable; the Ruach Ra’ah 
associated with overnight peeled eggs and onions may therefore still be 
pertinent. These Poskim therefore maintain that it is strictly prohibited to 
eat a peeled onion, egg, or garlic that was left out overnight. 
 The Middle Road A third approach to this issue is to synthesize 
the other approaches, taking all of the above into account. These authorities, 
including the Chofetz Chaim, Rav Moshe Feinstein, and the Steipler Gaon, 
maintain that if one wishes to be lenient, one definitely has what to rely 
upon. Yet, they recommend following the strict approach: not to partake of 
peeled overnight eggs, onions, and garlic.
 Eggsclusions…err… Exclusions Even if one wishes to follow 
the recommended route of not eating overnight peeled onions, there are 
several important exclusions to the rule:
 The Gemara itself cites an exception: If some (even a tiny 
amount) of the original outer layer, peel, shell, or root hairs remain, then 
one need not worry about Ruach Ra’ah, as it is not considered to be peeled.
Many Poskim rule that if the overnight onion was mixed together with 
another food item, such as part of a salad, then it would be permitted, as 
it lost its status of purely being an onion or an egg. Several contemporary 
authorities, including the Ben Ish Chai, Chazon Ish, Rav Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach, and the Minchas Yitzchak, maintain that this holds true even if 
only a small amount of salt, sugar, flour, or oil was added to the onion or 
egg, that it no longer is considered a mere peeled egg or onion, but rather 
as part of a mixture, which Ruach Ra’ah cannot affect.
Some suggest a quite questionable leniency that if one wraps the peeled egg 
or garlic up well and then puts it in the fridge, it would consequentially be 
considered protected from Ruach Ra’ah. The reason why many question, 
and ultimately reject, this supposition is that the Gemara explicitly 
states that even if the peeled onion is covered and wrapped up, it is still 
susceptible to Ruach Ra’ah. Therefore, most authorities do not abide by this 

leniency at all. Yet, others differentiate between how it was closed, for if it 
was hermetically sealed (which wasn’t around at the time of the Gemara), 
some opine that it is as if it is still in its shell, and rule that it is permitted.
 Another opinion cited by many authorities is that Ruach Ra’ah 
does not affect dried onion powder, garlic powder, or powdered eggs, as not 
only are they not considered the original food item, but they are not even 
considered a food at all, rather a powder.
 Commercial Uses and Bakeries A common question debated 
among contemporary authorities is what bakeries should do. Are they 
required to throw out trays of unused leftover eggs, and not use them the 
next day?
 Several authorities, including the Yad Meir and the Rav Shmuel 
Halevi Wosner, rule that nowadays the Ruach Ra’ah is non-applicable 
and therefore bakeries need not worry about this problem at all. Others, 
including the Minchas Yitzchak, Tzitz Eliezer, and Rav Ovadiah Yosef, 
maintain that although personally one should be stringent, nevertheless, in 
a commercial setting since there are many mitigating factors and rationales 
present (as sugar and/or salt often get added to the mix; in addition, the 
prohibited amount might have actually been nullified, etc.), it is permitted.
 Rav Moshe Feinstein rules leniently as well, but from a different 
perspective. He posits that there is no Ruach Ra’ah when a company cracks 
eggs or peels garlic that will not be used for many weeks or months. He 
explains that Ruach Ra’ah only applies when someone is preparing food for 
the next day, as that would have been the standard scenario the Gemara was 
referring to, not for weeks later. Accordingly, bakeries would be included in 
this exception.
 Still, there are several contemporary authorities, chief among 
them the Klausenberger Rebbe, who did not allow any dispensation for 
industrially produced items, and exhorted extreme caution with all facets of 
this halacha, ruling that peeled overnight eggs, onions, or garlic are strictly 
prohibited in all cases (unless part of a mixture). He even once publicly 
asserted that negligence and lackadaisicalness with eating overnight peeled 
eggs and onions might be the cause for cancer, Rachmana litzlan! This is 
why although many Poskim allow leniency when it comes to bakeries (due 
to the aforementioned rationales), nevertheless, bakeries run by Sanz and 
Klausenberg Chassidim are very stringent with this.
 To sum up the matter, whether or not Ruach Ra’ah still exists 
today, it would seem that generally with a little bit of effort, we can minimize 
the possibility of it affecting our food. So, when next preparing an egg salad 
or garlic spread, it seems quite worthwhile whenever possible to strive to 
follow the guidelines that ensure “spiritual contamination” remains far 
from our food.
 Postscript: Davar Charif There is an additional aspect of halacha 
that onions and garlic (and other sharp foods including horseradish, 
radishes, and certain types of peppers, etc., but not eggs) strongly impact: 
that of “davar charif.” This term refers to a food item that imparts extremely 
sharp taste, and it causes some of the most common and complicated 
kashrus questions. This is because in some ways, when added to an 
equation, a davar charif can be a “game-changer.” Due to its strong taam, 
under certain conditions a davar charif has the unique ability to negate 
a hetter of Nat Bar Nat, and “re-awaken” absorbed taste long considered 
inert and irrelevant. Moreover, when cooked in a dairy or meat pot, or 
sliced with a dairy or meat knife, even without meat or milk being present, 
a davar charif can revert the imparted taam, and in some ways make it as as 
if one was actually cooking with or cutting meat or milk. Many of the exact 
nuances of its status and application thereof are debated among authorities, 
and the Tur, Shulchan Aruch, andRema and their main commentaries 
dedicate more than an entire Siman to davar charif ’s minutiae. In other 
words, we should all be aware that halachically speaking, the onion gives 
quite a sharp “kick.”

Good Shabbos
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, November 22nd

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:05p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:04p

Shabbos Day, November 23rd

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–3:50p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:20p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–4:50p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:12p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)


