
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

November 29-30, 2019 / 2 Kislev, 5779 / Shabbos Toldos
Mincha: 5:00p / Candlelighting: 5:02p / Shabbos Ends 6:10p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, November 29th

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:00p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:02p

Shabbos Day, November 30th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–3:50p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:20p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–4:50p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:10p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Dovid Chaim ben Tzippora (Brother in Law of Yitzchok Ellis)
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Shifra bas Sorah (Shifra Martin)
 » Chana bas Hendel (Friend of Yale Bodenheimer)
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 � WHAT’S NU
 » Eighth Grade Boys’ Fundraiser: Please use the following link when you shop at 

Artscroll’s website, www.artscroll.com/8thgrade. A percentage of the sales will go 
to the Torah Day School of Dallas 8th grade boys. Thank you for your support.

 � ENTIRELY UP TO US:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 And the children struggled within her, and she said, “If so, why is this 
to Me?” And she went to inquire of HASHEM. (Breishis 25:19). And the children 
struggled within her: When she passed by the entrances of Torah academies of Shem 
and Eber, Jacob would run and struggle to come out; when she passed the entrance of 
a temple of idolatry, Essav would run and struggle to come out. Another explanation: 
They were struggling with each other and quarreling about the inheritance of the 
two worlds. – Rashi
 One could easily argue that Essav was placed in a disadvantageous 
position in life. He had a prenatal disposition for idolatry. Later he was born ruddy, 
an indication that his tendency was to spill blood. The poor guy! Why in the world 
should he be judged and titled as a Rasha- Wicked!? This was who and what he was! 
This was not the result of his free willed choosing. Then on the other end of the 
spectrum the same question can be asked. How can Yaakov be crowned a Tzadik? He 
too had a prenatal disposition, but his innate drive was to learn Torah. So how can he 
be rewarded as a Tzadik? It wasn’t his doing! He was born intrinsically excellent.
 This question I presented to Rabbi Ezriel Tauber ztl. many years ago. 
He explained as follows. There are two general ingredients that make a person into 
what he is. One is nature and the other is nurture. Sometimes a person is born with 
difficult nature but he has to counter balance that a warm and loving nurturing 
environment. Sometimes a person with a very good nature has a rugged and 
challenging environment.
 Now we can look at Essav. Although he naturally had terrible tendencies, 
look at the quality of people that surrounded him. His grandfather was Avraham 
Avinu. If we would could see Avraham Avinu for one split second, our lives would 
never be the same. Take any 100 Rebbes and put them together and then multiply 
their holiness times 1 million and maybe – maybe we have a sense of who he might 
have been. Then he had a father Yitzchak Avinu and a brother Yaakov Avinu. His 
mother was one of the 4 great Imahos- Matriarchs that we bless our daughters to be 
like every Friday Night. He grew in the midst of the greatest of the greatest people 
that have ever walked on the planet. Yet his heart remained cold and distant.
 The Talmud declares, “One who is greater than his friend, has a bigger 
Yetzer Hara –negative inclination.” Great people are not born great. They often have 

to struggle to overcome some overpowering negativity. In the process they not only 
achieve goodness but the rise to greatness. A friend told me recently that someone 
took a handwriting sample of Reb Chaim Kanievsky Shlita to a handwriting expert to 
be analyzed. The expert said, “I don’t know too much about this person but I can tell 
you one thing, he can’t sit still for a moment and he has no power of concentration!”
 The person who brought the sample was astonished. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. Reb Chaim learns the entire Torah every year and when 
there’s a leap year, an extra month, he writes a Sefer. Probably, no one on the planet 
has proven to have greater power of concentration than Reb Chaim Kanievsky, the 
greatest Talmud scholar alive today. This man later gave a ride to Reb Chaim and he 
reported to him the surprising findings of the handwriting expert. Reb Chaim was 
not surprised. He told him,”This is my nature but I changed it!”
 What was Yaakov’s great merit, that he deserved to titled Tzadik? Look 
at who he had as a near neighbor, a twin brother, Essav, one of the most charismatic 
fakers of all time. His accomplishment was to remain uninfluenced. Life is dense 
with advantages and disadvantages. What we become is entirely up to us!

 � THANKSGIVING: HARMLESS HOLIDAY OR CHUKOS HAGOYIM: 
RABBI YEHUDA SPITZ

 One of the interesting aspects of being American and living in the 
‘Medina shel Chessed’ is dealing with secular holidays. A day off from work, more 
time to learn, and suspended Alternate Side parking rules are always appreciated. 
Of these holidays, Thanksgiving is by far the most popular among Yidden, with 
many keeping some semblance of observance, generally as a way of saying ‘Thank 
You’ and showing a form of Hakaras HaTov to our host country. Although all agree 
that showing Hakaras HaTov is prudent, on the other hand, it is well known that 
many contemporary poskim were very wary of any form of actual Thanksgiving 
observance. This article sets out to explore the history and halachic issues of this very 
American holiday.
 Why Thanksgiving? Americans commonly trace the holiday of 
Thanksgiving to the 1621 Pilgrim celebration at Plymouth Plantation, Massachusetts. 
The Pilgrims were expressing gratitude to G-d for a successful harvest after surviving 
a particularly harsh winter, mainly thanks to the aid of Squanto, the English speaking 
Native American, and the Wampanoag tribe, who taught them how to hunt (turkey) 
and plant (maize) in the New World, and shared food supplies with them. A second 
Thanksgiving was observed on July 30th, 1623 in appreciation of an abundant 
harvest after a refreshing 14-day rain following a nearly catastrophic drought. 
Similar sporadic celebrations occurred locally throughout the New England area 
for the next century or so, but never on a national level until 1777, during the 
Revolutionary War, when ‘The First National Proclamation of Thanksgiving’ was 
given by the Continental Congress.
 In 1782, John Hanson, the first United States president under the 
Articles of Confederation (and mysteriously somehow forgotten from the history 
books), declared that the fourth Thursday of every November was to be observed 
as Thanksgiving. Several years later, President George Washington issued ‘The 
First National Thanksgiving Proclamation’ (under the Constitution), designating 
November 26th 1789, as a day of Thanksgiving. He did so again in 1795. Yet, it was 
not until 1863, in the midst of the Civil War [a.k.a. The War Between the States or 
The War of Northern Aggression (for the Southerners out there)], that the holiday 
as we know it was formally established by President Abraham Lincoln, at the urging 
and behest of Sarah Josepha Hale, editor of Godey’s Lady Book, who was lobbying 
for a national day off from work. Thanksgiving has since been observed annually 
as a national holiday across the United States. But our subject is defining how 
Thanksgiving observance is viewed by Halacha.
 Chukos HaGoyim? In Parshas Acharei Mos, we are exhorted not to 
follow in the ways of the local non-Jewish populace, “U’Vichukoseihem Lo Seleichu”. 
According to the Rambam and later codified by the Tur and Shulchan Aruch, this 
prohibition includes manners of dress, haircuts, and even building styles. Tosafos 
mentions that this prohibition includes two distinct types of customs: idolatrous 
ones, and those that are nonsensical; implying even if they are not done l’sheim 
Avodah Zarah, with specific idolatrous intent, they would still be prohibited to 
practice. However, other Rishonim, primarily the Ran, Mahar”i Kolon / Cologne 
(known as the Maharik), and Rivash, define the prohibition differently. They 
maintain that a nonsensical custom of the Goyim is only prohibited when it is 
entirely irrational, with no comprehensible reason for it, or when it has connotations 
of idolatrous intent. Likewise, following a custom that would lead to a gross breach 
of modesty (pritzus) would fit the category. On the other hand, they maintain, 
observing a simple custom of the Goyim that has no reference to Avodah Zarah, 
especially if there is a valid reason for its performance, such as kavod, giving proper 
honor or respect, would indeed be permitted.
 Although the Vilna Gaon rejects their understanding of the prohibition, 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Yerachmiel & Shira Martin in appreciation to Hashem Yisborach, and all the people who 
helped during Shifra’s recent illness. 

SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. 

Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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and the Gilyon Maharsha seems to follow Tosafos, nevertheless, the Rema explicitly 
rules like the Maharik and Ran, as does the Beis Yosef. Accordingly, they hold that as 
long as a custom is secular, with no connection to Avodah Zarah, such a custom may 
still be observed. Most later authorities, including the Mahari Kastro, the Imrei Aish, 
the Shoel U’Meishiv (Rav Yosef Shaul Nathanson), the Ksav Sofer, the Maharam 
Schick, the Maharsham (Rav Shalom Mordechai Schwadron), the Mahara”tz Chiyus, 
and more contemporarily, the Seridei Aish (Rav Yechiel Yaakov Weinberg), and Rav 
Ovadiah Yosef,zichronam levrachah,allrule in accordance with the Rema’s ruling 
that as long as one has valid reasons for performing a specific custom, it does not 
necessarily get classified as the problematic Chukos HaGoyim, unless its origins are 
rooted in idolatrous practice.
 Thanksgiving: Religious or Secular? But to understand how this 
affects us and possible Thanksgiving observance, we must first ascertain whether 
Thanksgiving is truly a religious holiday or a secular one. Of the aforementioned 
Thanksgiving observances, all were declared as a unique day expressly designated to 
thank G-d for all of his ‘gracious gifts’. This implies that it is meant to be a religious 
holiday. Yet, only the Continental Congress’s proclamation made reference to the 
Christian deity. Additionally, there is no actual religious service connected with the 
day at all. Furthermore, nowadays, the vast majority of Americans simply associate 
Thanksgiving with food (mainly turkey), football, and family, and take the day off. 
This implies that its observance is strictly secular. Which is the real Thanksgiving?
 Contemporary Rulings As with many issues in halacha, there are 
different approaches to Thanksgiving observance. In fact, Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l 
alone has written four different responsa on topic. Although in the earlier teshuvos 
he seems to be against the idea of a Thanksgiving celebration, (possibly there were 
more religious connotations involved in the early 1960s celebrations than in the 
1980s), nevertheless, in his later teshuvos he does allow a Thanksgiving observance 
(he notes that it is not a religious celebration) with turkey being served, as long as 
it is not seen as an obligatory annual celebration, but rather as a periodical ‘simchas 
reshus’. All the same, Rav Moshe concludes that it is still preferable not to have a 
celebration b’davka for Thanksgiving.
 Other contemporary poskim who allowed eating turkey on Thanksgiving 
include Rav Eliezer Silver, Rav Yosef Dov (J.B.) Soloveitchik (the Boston Gaon), the 
Rivevos Efraim, and Rabbi Yehuda Hertzl Henkin. They explain that Thanksgiving 
is “only a day of thanks and not, Heaven forbid, for idol celebration”. Therefore, 
they maintain that merely eating turkey on Thanksgiving cannot be considered 
Chukos HaGoyim. On the other hand, other contemporary authorities disagree. Rav 
Yitzchok Hutner is quoted as maintaining that the establishment of Thanksgiving as 
an annual holiday that is based on the Christian calendar is, at the very least, closely 
associated with Avodah Zarah and therefore prohibited. He explains that its annual 
observance classifies it as a ‘holiday’ and celebrating Gentile holidays is obviously 
not permitted. It is well known that Rav Avigdor Miller was a strong proponent of 
this view as well, as Thanksgiving’s origins belay that it was actually established as a 
religious holiday.
 Similarly, Rav Menashe Klein ruled that it is a prohibited to celebrate 
Thanksgiving. Aside for citing the Gr”a’s opinion, which would prohibit any such 
celebration, he mentions that although the Thanksgiving holiday was originally 
established by (Pilgrims) rejoicing over their own survival, that they didn’t starve 
due to their finding the turkey, and might not be considered Chukos HaGoyim, 
nevertheless there is another prohibition involved. In Yoreh De’ah (148, 7), the 
Shulchan Aruch, based on a Mishna in Maseches Avodah Zara (8a), rules that if an 
idolater makes a personal holiday for various reasons (birthday, was let out of jail, 
etc.) and at that party he thanks his gods, it is prohibited to join in that celebration. 
Rav Klein posits that the same would apply to Thanksgiving, as it commemorates the 
original Pilgrim Thanksgiving, thanking G-d for the turkey and their survival, and 
would be certainly prohibited, and possibly even biblically.
 An analogous ruling was given by Rav Dovid Cohen (of Gevul Ya’avetz), 
and Rav Feivel Cohen (author of the Badei HaShulchan), albeit for different reasons. 
Rav Feivel Cohen takes a seemingly extreme position, maintaining that not only is 
it forbidden for a Jew to celebrate Thanksgiving, it is even prohibited for a Gentile 
to do so as well! Rav Dovid Cohen, on the other hand, writes that for a Jew to eat 
turkey on Thanksgiving expressly for the sake of the holiday should be prohibited 
by the rule of Tosafos, as it would be deemed following an irrational rule of theirs 
that is improper to follow. Yet, he concedes that it is not prohibited for a family to get 
together on a day off from work and eat turkey together, as long as they do so not 
to celebrate Thanksgiving, but rather because they like turkey. Even so, he concludes 
that it is still preferable not to do so.
 Trotting Out the Turkey? With several differing major approaches to Thanksgiving 
advanced by contemporary authorities, which is the prevailing custom? Should turkey be on 
our plates this Thursday? The answer is that it depends. As shown, there are many authorities 

who maintain that Thanksgiving dinner should be avoided at all costs. However, many people 
do eat turkey on Thanksgiving, albeit many with non-Thankgiving related intent. (Remember, 
even kosher turkey prices drop for the holiday!) Yet, it certainly seems preferable not make an 
‘exclusively for Thanksgiving’ party. Everyone should follow his community practice and the lead 
of their knowledgeable halachic authority.
 Anecdotally, my own grandmother, Mrs. Ruth Spitz (May she have a Refuah 
Sheleimah), would buy a turkey, but instead of serving it for Thanksgiving dinner, would rather 
save it and serve it l’kavod Shabbos on the Shabbos immediately following Thanksgiving. This 
way one is not compromising on tradition nor halacha, and additionally receives the benefits of 
kavod and oneg Shabbos. Although nowadays for many in Yeshivish and Chassidic circles the 
idea of observing even some semblance of Thanksgiving may seem an anathema, it is interesting 
to note that many authorities of the previous generation did not seem overly concerned. In fact, 
as is widely known, the annual Agudas Yisrael Convention, attended by many Gedolim, was 
traditionally held over Thanksgiving weekend for many decades, with turkey on the menu! 
Additionally, Rav Yosef Eliyahu Henkin’s authoritative Ezras Torah calendar (with halachos for 
the whole year) noted Thanksgiving along with other secular holidays.
 Come what may, with Chanuka on the way, we can concentrate on the upcoming 
eight days of true thanks-giving, lehodos u’lehallel. In fact, although there will be no need to be 
talking turkey while giving thanks, on Chanuka we still all proclaim “Hodu Lashem Ki Tov!”
 Postscript: Turkey - Fowl Territory? As an aside, and although widely eaten 
among Klal Yisrael, the turkey’s acceptance as kosher fowl is an interesting inyan unto itself, as 
well as a halachic and historic seeming anomaly.
 The Torah enumerates 24 various non-kosher “birds”. Since so many thousands 
of bird species exist, the Gemara Chullin (61b) specifies four necessary indicative features 
(simanim) that identify a specific type as kosher. However, many early authorities contend 
that we do not rely on our understanding of these simanim, but rather only eat fowl that we 
have an oral tradition (mesorah) that this specific species is indeed kosher. Indeed, Rashi cites 
precedent from the case of the ‘Swamp Chicken’ (Tarnegolta D’Agma), with which even Chazal 
made a mistake (ad loc. 62b), not realizing at first that it is truly predatory in nature (doreis) 
and therefore non-kosher. He therefore maintains that since we are not experts, we additionally 
need a mesorah to allow fowl to be eaten. The Rema in fact definitively rules this way, that one 
may not eat any species of bird without a mesorah. The issue is that our ubiquitous turkey is the 
quintessential as well as symbolic New World fowl, and yet, is eaten by the vast majority of world 
Jewry, even though a mesorah pre-Columbus would be a seeming impossibility. One solution, 
given by the famed Netziv (Shu”t Meishiv Davar Y”D 22), and thus permitting it to be eaten, is 
on the basis that it has been eaten by Frum Yidden for several centuries and is now considered 
having a mesorah. Although there are certain prominent families, including descendents of the 
Tosafos Yom Tov and the Shlah, as well as the Frankel and Kamenetsky families, who are known 
to be personally stringent with partaking of turkey. Nonetheless, it is widely considered as not 
having any kashrus concerns and is indeed consumed by Klal Yisrael.
 For more on the topic of the kashrus status of turkey, and its more kashrus-wise 
complicated companions, the Muscovy Duck and Posen Hen, see Nachal Eshkol (on the Sefer 
HaEshkol, Hilchos Beheima, Chaya, v’Ofe 22, 10; he understands there to be an Indian mesorah 
on the fowl), Knesses HaGedolah (Y”D 82, 31), Shu”t Shoel U’Meishiv (Mahadura Chamisha’ah, 
vol. 1, 69), Shu”t Divrei Chaim (Y”D vol. 2, 45 - 48), Shu”t Maharam Shick (Y”D 98 - 100), 
Shu”t Tuv Taam V’Daas (Mahadura Telita’ah 150 - 152), Shu”t HaElef Lecha Shlomo (Y”D 111), 
Shu”t HaRim (Y”D 8), Shu”t Tzemach Tzedek (Y”D 60), Arugas Habosem (Kuntress HaTeshuvos 
16), Damesek Eliezer (51, 84 and Ch. 4, 12, 73), Shu”t Binyan Tzion (Vol. 1, 42), Shu”t Dvar 
Halacha (53), Rav Yissachar Dov Illowy’s Shu”t Milchemos Elokim (ppg. 162 – 165; also citing 
teshuvos from Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch and Rav Nosson Adler, the first Chief Rabbi of 
England; regarding the Muscovy Duck), Shu”t Melamed Lehoyeel (vol. 2 - Y”D, 15), Shu”t Mei 
Ba’er (19; who opines that the turkey actually came from India and even has a mesorah dating 
back to Moshe Rabbeinu!!),Zivchei Tzedek (82, 17), Darchei Teshuva (82, 26), Rav Yehuda Leib 
Tzirelsohn’s Ma’archei Lev (Chelek HaTeshuvos, Y”D 30; regarding the Posen Hen), Shu”t Divrei 
Malkiel (vol. 4, 56), Rav Yosef Aharon Teren of Argentina’s Zecher Yosef (ppg. 1a – 6b; regarding 
the Muscovy duck), Kaf Hachaim (Y”D 82, 21), Shu”t Igros Moshe (Y”D vol. 2: 34; also citing 
the opinions of Rav Naftali Carlebach and Rav Yosef Eliyahu Henkin; regarding the Posen Hen), 
Shu”t Har Tzvi (Y”D 75; regarding the Muscovy duck), Kovetz Mesorah (vol. 3, ppg. 60 – 65; in 
a ma’amar from the Beis Avi, Rav Yitzchok Isaac Liebes, regarding Rock Cornish Hens), Rav 
Shmuel Salant’s posthumously published Aderes Shmuel (222; ppg. 225 – 228; regarding the 
Muscovy duck), and Sichas Chullin (pg. 429, on Chullin 63a; who astoundingly posits that the 
turkey mesorah possibly came from the Ten Lost Tribes who might have been early American 
Natives, as per R’ Menashe ben Yisrael’s unsubstantiated theory, who then contacted Indian and 
English poskim!!).
 Additionally, and quite interestingly, we find that several Acharonim, including the 
Bach (O.C. 79, s.v. kasav B”Y), Magen Avraham (ad loc. 14), Ateres Zekeinim (ad loc.), Ba’er 
Heitiv (ad loc. 12), Aruch Hashulchan (ad loc. 16), and Mishna Berura (ad loc. 26), understand 
the Yerushalmi’s (Eruvin Ch. 3, Halacha 5) ‘Red Chickens’ (Tarnegolim Aduma), which we 
must distance ourselves from its excrement while davening (see Shulchan Aruch ad loc. 6; as 
opposed to the understanding of red excrement from a chicken), to be referring to a turkey; 
giving implicit consent that it is indeed a kosher bird (however, and quite interestingly, it remains 
unclear how an American New World fowl was seemingly extant in Eretz Yisrael at the time of 
the writing of the Yerushalmi).
 In fact, the Chazon Ish himself ate turkey, based on a teshuvah of his father’s, 
Rav Shemaryahu Yosef Karelitz [this teshuvah was recently published in Shu”t V’Chiddushim 
Chazon Ish (132); see also Orchos Rabbeinu (new edition - 5775; vol. 4, pg. 9, 1).] Obviously, 
the mainstream opinion that turkey is considered an acceptable fowl is also seen by the many 
contemporary poskim who allowed it being eaten on Thanksgiving.
 Come what may, at least from a Kashrus perspective, it seems that turkey, the All-
American fowl, is here to stay.Good Shabbos
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, November 29th

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:00p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:02p

Shabbos Day, November 30th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–3:50p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:20p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–4:50p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:10p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)


