
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

November 8-9, 2019 / 11 Cheshvan, 5779 / Shabbos Lech Lecha
Mincha: 5:10p / Candlelighting: 5:12p / Shabbos Ends 6:19p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, November 8th

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:10p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:12p

Shabbos Day, November 9th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:00p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:30p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–5:00p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:19p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Refalal Tevya ben Sara (Uncle of Rebekkah Bodoff)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Chana bas Hendel (Friend of Yale Bodenheimer)
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Eighth Grade Boys’ Fundraiser: Please use the follow-

ing link when you shop at Artscroll’s website, www.artscroll.
com/8thgrade. A percentage of the sales will go to the Torah Day 
School of Dallas 8th grade boys. Thank you for your support.

 » Nafshi is doing a Spirituality of Krav Maga workshop/intro 
training on Sunday Nov. 10th to help stop violent attackers in a 
shul or street setting.

 » The mission of Congregation Toras Chaim is to support in-
dividual, family, and community growth by providing access to 
meaningful prayer and a high level of Torah learning in an envi-
ronment that is warm and accepting.

 �A LIFE OF BLESSING:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 And HASHEM said to Avram, “Go for yourself from your 
land, from your birthplace, and from your father’s house, to the land 
that I will show you. And I will make you into a great nation, and 
I will bless you, and I will make your name great, and you shall be 
a blessing. And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
curses you I will curse, and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed through you.” (Breishis 12:1-3)
 and I will bless you: with money (Rashi)
 Essentially Avram, who later became Avraham, is being 
offered and incentive – compensation package for braving to 
leave everything near and dear, land, birthplace, and family. He is 

promised, not just family, but a great nation, prosperity, to carry out 
his enormous dreams, and fame too.  It’s the conclusion of that verse 
that seems incongruent with the first three parts. “…and you shall 
be a blessing”.
 Usually when someone enjoys such incredible success, 
family, fortune, and fame, then they are not such a blessing. Power 
corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. The ego is easily 
intoxicated with even its tiniest triumphs. However, Avraham is 
being promised that, with all his attainments, he will be a blessing. 
It’s a steep challenge. How can it be done?
 The Chovos HaLevavos outlines three reasons why 
HASHEM might grant someone wealth, and he offers signs, 
symptoms that indicate which reason is at play.
 1) A person might be granted wealth as a punishment. 
The indication that it is so, is that his wealth is the direct cause for 
his problems and his ultimate downfall. He falls off his yacht and 
drowns and the police are unable to determine whether it was foul 
play or a suicide. All the while he was poor nobody was interested 
in his demise. Now there is a whole host of suspects and motives, 
and he is top on the list.
 2) Someone might be a recipient of wealth as a test. In this 
situation the person is paralyzed with indecision. He is so busy just 
trying to preserve his treasures that he cannot spend it on himself 
or on others. He only worries and frets and fears losing it but neither 
he nor anyone else gets benefit from his fortune.
 3) In the minority of cases a person is made wealthy as a 
reward. This is evident by the fact that its recipient uses the money 
to accomplish more and more in the arena of Torah and Mitzvos. 
He is able to find more time to learn and he gives more Tzedaka. The 
son of a wealthy businessman asked me years ago, “How does the 
Torah look at people with lots of money?” I don’t know if I would 
give as sharp of an answer today but I told him blankly, “Money is 
like maneuver. If you spread it on a field of Mitzvos like fertilizer, 
then it catalyzes real good. If you just hold on to it, then it will tend 
to stink!”
 When I was learning this piece in my original copy of 
Chovos HaLevavos I actually wrote down the name of one person 
I felt certain fell into this third category of having been blessed 
with money. Reb Ezriel Tauber ztl. was a wealthy business and he 
dedicated his life to teaching and writing and supporting Torah all 
over the world.  His lifestyle was modest and all his children were as 
equally zealous for Torah and Mitzvos as he was. None were spoiled 
by the presence of wealth.
 A friend of my wife asked him how he managed to not 
spoil his children. He said something profound. “I created an 
account and told them that they can take out whatever they need. 
However, I also let them know that that money was HEKDESH 
GELT, holy money, and any funds that they did not use is dedicated 
for helping the poor, supporting Torah, making seminars, and 
building Yeshivas.” They respected and honored those values he 
lived and so he merited a life of blessing.

 �TORAH TOTS: MIDRASH MAVEN: HONDLING AT THE 
BORDER

 SmugglerBesides their reputation for being immoral, the 
Egyptians, descendants of Cush, were known for their very ugly 
women! That’s why Avram had to come up with a plan to smuggle 
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Sarai across the Egyptian border.
 As a matter of fact, Avram came up with two plans.
 Firstly, Avram stuffed Sarai into a suitcase with clothes. But 
he knew that the customs agents would probably force him to open 
his suitcase. Plus the fact that even if they got across the border, 
eventually, someone would see Sarai around town. So Avram came 
up with a backup plan. He told Sarai to say that she was his sister.
 Just as Avram predicted, at the border, the customs agent 
noticed how heavy the suitcase was and got suspicious. He ordered 
Avram to open the baggage. Avram announced that he was willing 
to pay any duty they saw fit as long as he didn’t have to open the suit 
case.
 “What if the suitcase is filled with gold?”, retorted the 
agent. “The duty will be very high.”
 “No problem! Just tell me who to make the check out to!” 
answered Avram.
 “But maybe you’ve got precious stones in there! Double 
duty!”
 “Don’t worry, I’ve got my Mesopotamian express card!”
 “I suspect you’re hiding lots of diamonds! How will you 
pay duty on those cuties?”
 “Mesopotamian Platinum card! Never leave home without 
it!”
 They went back and forth all day until the sun was about 
to set.
 Finally, the customs agents whipped open the buckles 
and zipper of the suitcase and discovered socks, shirts, polka dot 
pajamas and Sarai! She was so beautiful that her face seemed to 
glow in the twilight!
 Of course, in no time at all, the Egyptian customs agents 
began to bid on her:
 “I’ll give you twelve kopeks and a goat!”
 “I’ll give you twenty pesos, four onions and a gucci bag!”
 “I’ll give you six radishes, twenty-five Kleenex tissue boxes 
and a Boss radio!”
 Finally, the bidding ended as the customs agents realized 
that Sarai was too beautiful to belong to any commoner. Only 
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt himself could have this beautiful 
woman. And so, she was whisked off to the Palace. You know the 
rest of the story.

 � PARSHA Q&A: LECH LECHA
1. What benefits did G-d promise Avraham if he would leave his home? 

12:1 - He would become a great nation, his excellence would become 
known to the world, and he would be blessed with wealth.

2. “And all the families of the earth will be blessed through you.” What 
does this mean? 12:3 - A person will say to his child, “You should be 
like Avraham.”

3. Who were the souls that Avraham and Sarah “made?” 12:5 - People 
they converted to the worship of G-d.

4. What were the Canaanites doing in the Land of Canaan when 
Avraham arrived? 12:6 - They were in the process of conquering the 
land from the descendants of Shem.

5. Why did Avraham build an altar at Ai? 12:8 - He foresaw the Jewish 
People’s defeat there in the days of Yehoshua due to Achans sin. He 
built an altar to pray for them.

6. What two results did Avraham hope to achieve by saying that Sarah 
was his sister? 12:13 - That the Egyptians would not kill him, and 

would give him presents.
7. Why did Avraham’s shepherds rebuke Lot’s shepherds? 13:7 Lot’s 

shepherds grazed their flocks in privately owned fields.
8. Who was Amrafel and why was he called that? 14:1 - Amrafel was 

Nimrod. He said (amar ) to Avraham to fall (fel ) into the fiery furnace.
9. Verse 14:7 states that the four kings “smote all the country of the 

Amalekites”. How is this possible, since Amalek had not yet been 
born? 14:7 - The Torah uses the name that the place would bear in 
the future.

10. Why did the “palit “ tell Avraham of Lot’s capture? 14:13- He wanted 
Avraham to die trying to save Lot so that he himself could marry 
Sarah.

11. Who accompanied Avraham in battle against the four kings? 14:14 - 
His servant, Eliezer.

12. Why couldn’t Avraham chase the four kings past Dan? 4:14 - He saw 
prophetically that his descendants would make a golden calf there, 
and as a result his strength failed.

13. Why did Avraham give “ma’aser “ specifically to Malki-Tzedek? 14:20 
- Because Malki-Tzedek was a kohen.

14. Why didn’t Avraham accept any money from Sodom’s king? 14:23 
- G-d had promised Avraham wealth, and Avraham didn’t want 
Sodom’s King to say, “I made Avraham wealthy.”

15. When did the decree of 400 years of exile begin? 15:13 - With the 
birth of Yitzchak.

16. What did G-d indicate with His promise that Avraham would “come 
to his ancestors in peace”? 15:15 - That his father, Terach, would repent 
and become righteous.

17. How did G-d fulfill His promise that Avraham would be buried in “a 
good old age”? 15:15 - Avraham lived to see his son Yishmael repent 
and become righteous, and he died before his grandson Esav became 
wicked.

18. Why did the Jewish People need to wait until the fourth generation 
until they returned to Eretz Canaan? 15:16 - They needed to wait until 
the Amorites had sinned sufficiently to deserve expulsion.

19. Who was Hagar’s father? 16:1 - Pharaoh.
20. Why did Avraham fall on his face when G-d appeared to him? 17:3 - 

Because he was as yet uncircumcised.

 � YIDDLE RIDDLE
 Some people once found a discarded, yet complete, Torah Scroll 
and wondered whether it was kosher or not. If it was written by a competent, 
certified scribe it would be kosher, but if by someone else, it would not be 
kosher. They posed their question to the renowned Noda B’Yehuda, Rabbi 
Yechezkel Landau. His ingenious answer was simply “Minhag Yisrael Torah 
He” (which literally means “Jewish custom has the status of Torah”).
 Question: What did his answer mean?  (Hint: There is a 
widespread Jewish custom concerning the writing of a Torah scroll that 
could indicate whether or not the scroll had been duly commissioned by a 
Jewish community.)
 Answer:  It is a widespread Jewish custom that the scribe omits 
the last few letters from the Torah scroll, and at the completion ceremony 
allows a number of people the privilege of writing them. Therefore, by 
looking at the final letters of the Torah it should be evident whether or not 
they were written by one person or several. If they were written by several 
people — evidence of Minhag Yisrael (Jewish custom) — then “Torah 
He”— it is a validTorah scroll!
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 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:12p

Shabbos Day, November 9th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:00p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:30p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–5:00p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:19p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)

Good Shabbos


