
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

December 20-21, 2019 / 23 Kislev, 5780 / Shabbos Vayeishev
Mincha: 5:10p / Candlelighting: 5:06p / Shabbos Ends 6:14p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, December 20th

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:10p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:06p

Shabbos Day, December 21st

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–3:55p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:25p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–4:55p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:14p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Dovid Chaim ben Tzippora (Brother in Law of Yitzchok Ellis)
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Chana bas Hendel (Friend of Yale Bodenheimer)
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Chanukah Melava Malka: The community is invited to a Chanu-

kah Melava Malka, the 7th night, Motzei Shabbos, Saturday night, 
December 28, 8:30 PM at CTC, 7103 Mumford Ct. Will include: 
Latke bar, Greek salad, pastries & cakes, wines & beverages, and 
much more. Very Special Guest Speaker: Rabbi Yoni Sonnenblick. 
Cost: $18/couple, or $10/person. RSVP in advance.

 » New Class for men – Ein Yaakov: A brand new shiur for men. 
The Legendary Ein Yaakov, begins this Thursday, December 19, 
7:45p at Congregation Toras Chaim. The shiur will run once a 
week on Thursday evenings. Aggadah is the non-legal portion 
of the Talmud. It contains the stories, the moral and ethical les-
sons, the ideas of our faith and our religion, the esoteric and the 
mysterious. In the Aggadah, we meet the wise and holy Sages 
of the Talmud not only as masters of the law, but as masters of 
the human experience. Compiled in the 16th century, Ein Yaa-
kov is a classic collection of all the Aggadic material found in 
Talmud Bavli and Talmud Yerushalmi. For many centuries it has 
been among the most popular of Talmudic works. Many shuls 
had Ein Yaakov classes, in which, after long days at work, men 
drew inspiration from the holy teachings, parables, stories and 
lessons contained in Ein Yaakov and its commentaries. Our Rab-
bis understood the workings of man and taught us lessons that 
are still relevant today. The Schottenstein Edition of Ein Yaakov 
(just published by ArtScroll and pictured above) includes many 

features that will enhance the study of this beloved classic: A new, 
flowing translation, designed for maximum readability. Notes 
based on the primary commentaries on Ein Yaakov and other 
sources. “Insights”: This special feature illuminates various points 
in the text and brings out the many lessons and principles that 
are relevant in our daily lives. These Insights are drawn from a 
vast literature of various commentaries and Torah works, ranging 
from the Rishonim to the masters of Chassidus and Mussar. An 
“Additional References” section, where many additional sources 
are referenced with short descriptions of the point that are dis-
cussed, so that the reader can decide which he wishes to explore 
further. Study this legendary work together with Rabbi Yaakov 
Rich and discover the undiscovered. Prepare to be amazed.

 » Upcoming: Shabbaton with Rabbi Yaakov Wolbe of Houston, 
TX, Shabbos, January 18, 2020. Includes: Friday Night Oneg 
Shabbos, Speech Shabbos Morning after Kiddush, Speech Shab-
bos afternoon during Shalosh Seudos, and innovative and inspi-
ration History Presentation at a Melave Malka Motzei Shabbos.

 » Eighth Grade Boys’ Fundraiser: Please use the follow-
ing link when you shop at Artscroll’s website, www.artscroll.
com/8thgrade. A percentage of the sales will go to the Torah Day 
School of Dallas 8th grade boys. Thank you for your support.

 �FOR HIM THE SUN SHONE:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 And Yaakov named the place Peniel, for [he said,] “I saw 
an angel face to face, and my soul was saved.” And the sun shone 
for him when he passed Penuel, and he was limping on his thigh. 
(Breishis 32:31-32)
 And the sun shone for him: -to heal his limp. – Rashi
 It looks a little bizarre that the sun shone for Yaakov. If 
he would be saying about himself, we can attribute it to a certain 
degree of egocentricity. A child feels the moon is looking at him and 
from his perspective it seems to follow him. However, the Torah is 
reporting that the sun shone specifically for Yaakov.
 The Mishna in Sanhedrin asks, “Why was man created 
singular?” All other creatures were formed in units of flocks, and 
dens, and gaggles, but mankind was originally a single being. So the 
Mishna is curious why that is so. Why was man not even a couple 
or a family? Why was he created singular?
 The answer is stunning! “Because a person has an 
obligation to say, ‘The world was created for me!’” That means that 
when Adam opened his eyes and saw the light running towards him 
at 186,000 miles per seconds, and he felt the green carpet beneath 
his feet, and the sweet smell of Garden of Eden fruits entering his 
olfactory glands, he could actually and factually declare that the 
whole world was created for him.
 Subsequently, every person has an obligation, yes, a 
definite requirement to make that statement, as well. What about 
all the other people? Wasn’t it created for them too? Yes, and it’s 
not a contradiction! Imagine putting a 6,000 piece puzzle together. 
Each piece looks very similar to the others but each was cut out of 
a perfectly design picture.
 What happens if the entire puzzle is put together and one 
puzzle piece is missing?! It would certainly be conspicuous by its 
absence.
 I must say that everybody else, including all the generations 
that preceded me and the billions of co-inhabitants of this good 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Ben & Lauren Nise in honor of each and every member of all four amazing generations 
of the Rich Family that we have come to know over the years. This past succos we had great nachas watching our children play 

with the Rich grandchildren while being inspired by their parents, grandparents and great-grandparents. 
SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. 

Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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earth are mere actors, making cameo appearances in a morality play 
starred by me! At the same time I am an actor in everyone else’s 
morality play as well.
 This is what the Mishna in Pirkei Avos famously states, “If 
I am not for me, then who will be for me?” If I do not fulfill my role 
of being me in the way that I am supposed to develop and produce 
as me, then no one else can fill that spot for me. It’s a unique role 
that I have been given, with particular circumstances and rare 
qualifications to succeed. The Mishne continues, with these perhaps 
less well known words, “If I am only for myself then what am I?” If 
I am only looking out for number one and my having developed 
myself does not contribute to the others in the puzzle of life then it’s 
no long an identity crisis but rather a humanity crisis, “what am I?”
 The Mishne concludes, “And if not now, then when!?” So 
when is a person meant to declare that the whole world was made 
for me? Any time and all the time it can be so! It’s important to 
remind ourselves so we know the weight of the responsibility we 
bear for ourselves and world in general. However, it is most true, 
and absolutely applicable when we behave in such way that supports 
this reality.
 Yaakov just finished a fearsome battle vanquishing his 
Yetzer Hara. That victory paved the way for future generations to 
strive and achieve that same degree of success. He was himself but 
not just for himself, and therefore, it is profoundly proper that for 
him the sun shone!

 �MIDRASH MAVEN: VAYEISHEV
 Yosef ’s coat of “many colors” was just the top layer in a 
heart to heart relationship between Yosef and his father, Yaakov. 
Yaakov understood prophetically that Yosef was destined for 
greatness. Outwardly, he played down Yosef ’s dreams, but inside he 
knew that they would come true. While Yaakov loved all his sons 
(and daughter), Yosef and he shared a bond that stayed strong even 
through the 22 years of separation.
 The Parsha tells us “These are the chronicles of Yaakov” - 
then it adds in - “Yosef”. What about the other sons (and daughter)? 
The Torah is hinting to us that the lives of Yaakov and Yosef are so 
similar that the story of the father is the story of the son.
 Yosef reminded Yaakov of himself. Not only did they 
physically look alike, but the events of their lives had uncanny 
similarities.
 Check these out:
 Yaakov and Yosef both had mothers who couldn’t have 
children for a long time. The Rabbis tell us that it was a miracle that 
enabled them to eventually have kids. And when Yaakov and Yosef 
were born, it was a “no-mohel-necessary” situation — both were 
born circumcised!
 Yaakov’s brother, Esav, hated him and tried to kill him; 
Yosef ’s brothers, too, hated him and attempted to kill him. (Of 
course, Yosef never snitched on his bothers, so Yaakov wouldn’t 
know about the snake pit part).
 Yaakov married outside of Eretz Yisroel and became a 
rich man before returning home; Yosef married in Mitzrayim and 
became a wealthy man in Pharoh’s court. This proves that Hashem 
gave these two Tzadikim special attention. Usually the Shechina 
rests in Eretz Yisroel, but these two were so holy that the Shechina 

tagged along past the borders of the Holy Land.
 Malachim accompanied both Yaakov and Yosef: Yosef 
met up with three Malachim on the way to meet his brothers in 
Shechem; two groups of Malachim guarded Yaakov. One as he left 
Eretz Yisroel on his way to Lavan, and another when he returned.
 Yaakov and Yosef both received blessings in the form of a 
dream:
 Yaakov’s famous dream of Malachim on a ladder ended 
with Hashem’s promise to make him great; Yosef was given a clear 
interpretation of Pharoh’s dreams, which rocketed him to fame, 
fortune and the job of Viceroy.
 Both of their fathers-in-law made fortunes on the backs of 
these two holy men: Yaakov’s shver, Lavan and Yosef ’s shver, Potifar, 
became very wealthy under the guidance of their sons-in-law.
 Both ended a famine in Mitzrayim: Yosef came up with 
the seven-year food storage program; the moment Yaakov stepped 
foot in Mitzrayim, Hashem ended the famine in his merit.
 On his deathbed, Yaakov made his sons swear that they 
would take his remains back to Eretz Yisroel. Yosef too, made his 
brothers swear that when Bnei Yisroel leave Mitzrayim, they would 
take along his remains. Both died in Mitzrayim and were embalmed.
It is obvious that Yaakov saw Yosef as the true continuation of 
himself. Even the way he chose to pass along his knowledge was a 
sure sign that Yosef was heir to Bnei Yisroel’s future. There was the 
halachic knowledge Yaakov had learned at the Yeshiva of Shem and 
Ever. This he taught to Yosef directly. Yosef would then teach it to 
his brothers. Yaakov also taught Yosef secrets of the Torah, which 
were not to be passed on to his brothers.
 Yaakov - Yosef; like father, like son!

 �PARSHA Q&A: VAYEISHEV
1. “These are the offspring of Yaakov: Yosef....” Give three reasons 

why Yosef is considered Yaakov’s main offspring. 37:2 - (a) 
Yosef was the son of Rachel, Yaakov’s primary wife. (b) Yosef 
looked like Yaakov. (c) All that befell Yaakov befell Yosef.

2. What was praiseworthy about the fact that Yosef ’s brothers did 
not speak to him in a friendly manner? 37:4 - They did not act 
hypocritically.

3. How do we see from Yosef ’s dream about the sun, moon and 
stars that all dreams contain some untrue element? 37:10 - The 
moon represented Rachel. Since she had already died, it was 
impossible for that element of the dream to come true.

4. Who brought Yosef down to Egypt? 37:28 - A caravan of 
Midianites.

5. Where was Reuven when Yosef was sold? 37:29 - He was 
attending to Yaakov.

6. In addition to the brothers, who else knew that Yosef was alive? 
37:33 - Yitzchak.

7. Why didn’t G-d reveal prophetically to Yaakov that Yosef was 
alive? 37:33 - Because the brothers had issued a ban against 
revealing the truth to Yaakov, and G-d, so to speak, abided by 
their ban.

8. For how long did Yaakov mourn the loss of Yosef? 37:34 - 
Twenty-two years.

Good Shabbos
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, December 20th

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:10p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:06p

Shabbos Day, December 21st

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–3:55p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:25p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–4:55p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:14p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)


